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Key Indicators  

UNICEF Cluster 

Target Result* Target Result*  

Vulnerable people newly-displaced by 
conflict receiving RRM kits within 72 
hours of trigger for response  

1,030,000 60,8901   

Emergency affected populations with 
access to sufficient safe water supply 

1,300,000 590,818 2,309,765 1,426,113 

Girls and boys receiving education 
supplies  

450,000 181,431 528,222 243,949 

                                                        
 
 
1 Consortium led by UNICEF, WFP, and UNFPA: Females: 31,054, Males: 29,836. In the first five months of 2018, progress against 2018 targets has been limited, mainly because of lower 

than anticipated levels of displacements. Also, as the discussion on camp consolidation/closure remains inconclusive, there have been no large-scale camp relocation movements yet. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

• In May, the Rapid Response Mechanism partners delivered immediate 
emergency water, food, and hygiene supplies to 10,946 highly-at-risk 
individuals including 6,165 children across four governorates. The majority of 
people (95 per cent) were reached in Qayyarah camps and Sinjar district, 
Ninewa.  

 

• 50,220 people (23,604 children) in Mosul had continued access to safe water 
through UNICEF-supported trucking. Ongoing ‘quick fixes’ to water networks 
continue, and UNICEF delivered water piping sufficient for 6km of repairs.  

 

• 10,172 newly-registered displaced children accessed psychosocial support 
(PSS) in May, delivered through UNICEF child protection partners in camps, 
return, and host community locations, while 251 children accessed specialized 
child protection services.  

 

• A sub-national polio campaign reached 1,558,208 children under five across 
the country, of which 421,060 children were reached in UNICEF’s priority 
governorates of Anbar, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al Din. 

May 2018 
4 million children in need out of 

8.7 million people affected 
(OCHA, HRP 2018) 
 

2.04 million internally displaced people 

(IDP) 
3.82 million people returned to newly-

accessible areas 
(IOM, Displacement Tracking Matrix, 31 May 2018) 
 

Target population in 2018  
Rapid Response: 1,030,000 IDPs 
WASH: 1.3 million people 
Education: 450,000 children  
Health: 1.2 million children (polio) 
Child Protection: 186,300 children and 
caregivers 

UNICEF Appeal 2018  
US$ 101.2 million  
Funding Status* 
US $ 61.7 million 

 
 

 
 
*’Funding status’ includes funding received for the current appeal 

year as well as carry-forward from the previous year. ‘Funding gap’ is 
calculated per programme. See page 6 for more detailed information. 

 

“I always enjoy my time here.” Maha, who lives in a camp for displaced people in Anbar, has 
access to a Child-Friendly Space’ gives her and her friends a place to play and just be children. 
©UNICEF/Iraq/2018/Jeelo 

UNICEF Response with partners 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/ppollarddavey/Documents/SITREPS/IDP%20SITREPS/2016%20February%20IDP/Inputs/201602_ICO%202016%20HPM_.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
file:///C:/Users/ppollarddavey/Documents/SITREPS/IDP%20SITREPS/2016%20February%20IDP/Inputs/201602_ICO%202016%20HPM_.xlsx%23RANGE!_ftn2
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/downloads/DTM%202017/September%202017/Round%2080%20-30%20September%202017/Round80_Report_English_2017_September_30_IOM_DTM.pdf
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Children and caregivers participating 
in structured, sustained, resilience, or 
psychosocial support programmes 

186,300 87,476 203,865 166,459 

Children under 5 vaccinated against 
polio through campaigns 

1,200,000 452,635   

*Results are cumulative (January-May 2018). For explanation of results compared to targets see the 
narrative report and footnotes under the Humanitarian Performance Monitoring (HPM) table on pages 7-8.   

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Over 3.8 million people, including 1.9 million children, have returned to 
their homes, while just over 2 million people (1 million children) remain 
displaced across Iraq. Of these, 597,930 Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDP) remain in camps and more than 1.4 million remain in non-camp 
locations, including nearly 272,000 individuals living in critical shelter 
arrangements (i.e., informal settlements or municipal buildings such as 
schools) 2 . Between January and May 2018, the number of IDPs 
decreased by 570,270 individuals, while the returnee population has 
increased by 609,396 individuals. Although new displacements have 
been minimal and the general trend continues to be of increased rates 
of return, population movements in the first five months of 2018 have 
continued, largely caused by movement of families who, after returning 
to places of origin, have experienced continued insecurity or violence, 
low social cohesion or fear of retaliation, or have found themselves 
unable to access livelihoods or basic services. As a consequence, some 
families have decided to return to a displacement location.  
 

Heavy rains in early May left over 800 displaced Yazidi families, including around 2,900 children, on Sinjar Mountain in need of urgent 
assistance. These families fled to the mountains in 2014, when Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) attacked Sinjar and have 
been living there since then in makeshift tents. Several families lost their tents, food supplies and personal belongings due to floods. 
Delivery of assistance to this group was delayed by several days due to the remoteness of the location, limited presence of 
humanitarian partners, and road access restrictions imposed by authorities during the May national election. Access restrictions were 
lifted post-election, and humanitarian response teams delivered assistance including hygiene items and food. In mid-May, a joint UN 
assessment mission to the area identified replacement of destroyed tents and repair of damaged water pumps as a priority need.  
 

Armed attacks were reported on several candidates for the Iraqi parliament in the lead-up to the elections which took place on 12 
May. On election day, security precautions included closure of land, air, and sea borders, as well as restrictions on internal movement 
between governorates. In the last week of May, the Iraqi parliament announced its decision to annul all expatriate votes and 
commissioned verification and recounting of 10 per cent of total votes. Ballots from major displacement camps in Anbar, Salah al 
Din and Diyala governorates were also cancelled. High-level negotiations among various political coalitions continue, in pursuit of a 
governing coalition of at least 165 members of the 329-seat Iraqi Parliament.  
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 
In 2018, UNICEF leads the WASH Cluster, co-leads the 
Education Cluster with Save the Children International, 
leads the Child Protection Sub-Cluster and Nutrition 
Working Group, and is an active member of the Health 
cluster. UNICEF, the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA), and the World Food Programme (WFP) 
coordinate the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) Consortium serving people on the move, and the Multi-Sector Emergency 
Package (MSEP) delivering aid in retaken areas. In addition, UNICEF, UNHCR, and the World Health Organization (WHO) coordinate 
with relevant line Ministries through the Cholera Taskforce, led by the Ministry of Health.  
 

In May, the WASH Cluster, Shelter and Non-Food Items (SNFI), and Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Clusters 
jointly finalized a summer response plan that started in May, which targets around 68,000 vulnerable families in camps and informal 
settlements (aligned with HRP 2018 anticipated summer needs).  The plan lays out provision for continuous water supply at adequate 
levels, and includes a cash grant of US$150 per family (non-camp families only) enabling them to buy needed items directly, and 
delivery of summer kits (including jerry can, cold box and air water cooler) for families in camps. As of end-May partners have 
confirmed capacity to respond to a caseload of 45,000 families (270,000 individuals, of which around 127,000 children). The current 

                                                        
 
 
2 IOMs Displacement Tracking Matrix – online information sharing portal as of 31 May 2018. 

Estimated Population in Need (OCHA 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview) 

Start of humanitarian response: June 2014 

  Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 8,293,047 4,187,017 4,106,030 

Children (Under 18) 3,889,736 1,958,827 1,930,909 

Children Under Five  1,269,587 653,405 616,182 

Children 6 to 23 months  752,612 389,297 363,315 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/water-sanitation-hygiene
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/education
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/child-protection
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/health-cluster-iraq
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/health-cluster-iraq
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/rapid-response-mechanism-rrm
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Iraq_Mosul_Response_Flash_Update_23_Jan_2017.pdf


UNICEF IRAQ HUMANITARIAN SITUATION REPORT                          May 2018 

3 

 

multi-sectoral financial gap to implement the plan stands at US$3.1 million (US$ 1 million for essential summer items, US$ 1.4 million 
for water and US$ 700,000 for cash assistance to out-of-camp IDPs).  
 
The Child Protection Sub-Cluster (CPSC) conducted a Training of Trainers (ToT) on evidence-based psychosocial support services 
(PSS) modules for 60 participants. Further training will be monitored by the technical PSS Task Force. The Iraq CPSC also participated 
in the Global Protection Cluster retreat held in Bangkok at the end of May. The meeting focused on integration of protection actions, 
including for child survivors of Gender-Based Violence (GBV), case management, and aftercare of children affected by unexploded 
ordnance (UXO). Within the meeting, child protection actors focused their discussion on assessment and evidence-based analysis 
and targeting, as well as on integration between Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) and child protection 
interventions.  

Humanitarian Strategy 
The Iraq Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) targets 3.4 million people in need. The plan was jointly launched alongside the 
Government’s 2018 Plan for Relief, Shelter and Stabilization of Displaced People. The 102 humanitarian partners engaged in the HRP 
will reach as many newly displaced families as possible by securing safe access and providing sequenced emergency packages. 
UNICEF’s strategy under its 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal in Iraq is aligned with the HRP.  

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) and Multisector Emergency Response Package (MSEP)3 
In 2018, the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) Consortium targets delivery of lifesaving humanitarian assistance to vulnerable 
people, including children, on the move due to crisis or camp relocation. RRM assistance will be extended to highly vulnerable 
returnee populations intending to return to their areas of origin and requiring support during their repatriations. Between January 
and May 2018, Consortium partners have reached 60,890 vulnerable people including 35,185 children on the move, with emergency 
response items to support access to safe water, good hygiene practices, and immediate food rations.   

In May, RRM partners distributed 2,502 emergency kits containing bottled water, immediate food rations, and hygiene items to 
reach 10,946 individuals including 6,165 children across four governorates4, ensuring provision of immediate, life-saving emergency 
supplies to highly at-risk families. In addition to supporting secondary displacement caseloads, the Consortium also reached around 
1,000 flood affected families (5,300 individuals, including 2,900 children) on Sinjar mountain with immediate assistance as part of 
the interagency humanitarian response. The majority of people (95 per cent) were reached in Qayyarah camps and Sinjar district, 
Ninewa, during the month. All distributions to the new camp arrivals took place in close coordination with the Camp Coordination 
and Camp Management (CCCM) Cluster and local authorities. There were no MSEP deliveries in May, as there was no need to reach 
people caught in conflict areas. In the first five months of 2018, progress against 2018 targets has been limited, mainly because of 
lower than anticipated levels of displacements. Also, as the discussion on camp consolidation/closure remains inconclusive, there 
have been no large-scale camp relocation movements yet.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)5 
UNICEF supports vulnerable displaced families living in camps, return areas, and sub-standard accommodation, focusing on recently 
conflict-affected areas, with temporary and sustainable WASH services and facilities, including emergency water trucking, 
rehabilitation of water and sewage treatment plants and water supply networks, and upgrade of WASH facilities in schools and 
Primary Healthcare Centres (PHC).  
 

In May, UNICEF-supported water trucking continued to 50,220 people (23,604 children). Ongoing ‘quick fixes’ to water supply 
networks likewise continue, as UNICEF delivered water piping sufficient for 6km of repairs, and distributed water tanks of total 
capacity 226,000 litres in its attempts to pursue durable solutions in a cost-efficient manner. In Sinjar, UNICEF supported flood-
affected communities where its existing government partner fixed a borehole. In IDP camps in Erbil and Ninewa, services continued 
for around 281,400 IDPs (132,250 children), including water quality monitoring, repairs and cleaning of latrines and showers, 
desludging of cesspools, solid waste management, and cleaning campaigns and awareness-raising sessions. Where capacity exists, 
UNICEF is handing service provision over to government counterparts. For example, in Sulaymaniyah, garbage collection has been 
taken over by government in Surdash, Arbat, Ashti and Tazade. Similar efforts are being extended to other camps, as government 
funds permit. In Dahuk, UNICEF supported its government partner to run operations and maintenance (O&M) in seven camps, 
continuing access to safe water for 50,300 individuals (23,680 children). In these locations, 20,230 children had access to appropriate 
WASH facilities in schools and Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS). UNICEF supported the Directorate of Health (DoH) Dahuk to train 28 
community hygiene mobilizers, who ran events reaching an estimated 5,900 people (12,620 children) in IDP camps. In Anbar and 

                                                        
 
 
3 People may be reached by RRM more than once during displacement, including at mustering points; at a screening site with an initial package; and with the full 
package on arrival at a camp or in host communities. RRM does not register beneficiaries; all efforts are made to reduce duplication in reporting between partners.  
4 Anbar, Kirkuk, Salah Al Din & Ninewa 
5 Correction: In February, the WASH programme update indicated that “UNICEF ensured continued water trucking to 14 neighbourhoods in West Mosul, ensuring 
safe water for 54,150 individuals (115,213 children).” The number of children is corrected to read: 54,150 individuals (25,450 children). 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/iraq/document/iraq-humanitarian-response-plan-2018-advanced-executive-summary
https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/joint-launch-humanitarian-plans-iraq-2018-enarku
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/iraq.html
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Salah al Din, nearly 89,950 IDPs and returnees (42,277 children) had continued access to safe water, 69,000 people (32,430 children) 
had continued access to safe sanitation, 52,755 people (24,795 children) were supported in good hygiene practices through hygiene 
items or hygiene promotion sessions; more than 11,460 children (6,307 girls) were able to access appropriate WASH facilities in 
schools. Menstrual Hygiene Day was marked with events under the slogan ‘No More Limits’, 329 girls and 49 mothers across Erbil, 
Kirkuk, and Ninewa accessed with information and advice about good menstrual hygiene practices. While participant numbers were 
small, this was the first time sessions on menstrual hygiene, a sensitive subject, had been run in these locations, which was an 
achievement.  
 

In May, the National Cholera Task Force reached a significant agreement with the relevant national bodies about use of the word 
‘cholera’ when receiving positive cases (previously only reference to ‘acute watery diarrhoea’ could be made).  
 

Electricity cuts remain regular in parts of the country, and shortage of fuel hampers consistent pumping of water. Increased use of 
water-powered air coolers is a recurring seasonal challenge, also as the government is providing these for certain IDP camps. The 
Ministry of Migration and Displacement (MoDM) is promising to provide ‘top up’ supply from a safe source (up to 50 litres per person 
per day) to compensate for the additional water requirements created by these coolers. In addition, UNICEF and WASH Cluster 
partners are looking at possibilities for new water sources for IDP camps, as well as ensuring adequate repair of water projects. 
 

Education 
UNICEF supports access to education through establishment of temporary learning spaces, and Out of School Children (OOSC) 
through formal and non-formal education (NFE) interventions, and quality of learning through provision of teaching and learning 
materials. UNICEF works to strengthen capacity of national education actors to implement education services in humanitarian 
situations. In May UNICEF delivered 12 prefab classrooms to the formal school in Jeda’ah-2 camp, in Ninewa, replaced damaged 
tents for 1,800 IDP children (919 girls); and provided 150 student kits for 3,000 children (1,530 girls) in Hammam al Alil 1 and 2 camp 
schools; kits will support remedial education and summer activities. In Sulaymaniyah, renovation was completed for 10 schools in 
Darbandikhan and Halabja that had been badly affected by the 2017 earthquake, supporting access to education for 2,438 children 
(1,437 girls). To support increased parent and community involvement in children’s education, in Anbar, 46 schools participating in 
the roll out of the School Based Management (SBM) approach, which works to build capacity to identify needs, plan, and make 
decisions at school levels, reached the final stages of the multi-step process; they have received their school ‘block grants’ from 
UNICEF, and are now independently implementing their self-designed school improvement plans.  
 

As the end of the 2017/2018 academic year draws close, there is a need to re-consider the methods by which teachers are trained. 
Although trainings on delivery of psychosocial support in the classroom have been ongoing, and the SBM roll out also includes certain 
types of capacity building, there has been a significant gap in subject-matter trainings that provide teachers with updated 
pedagogical skills that are also fit to manage formal curriculum revisions made in the past three years. Trainings are provided by 
certain Directorates of Education (DoE) but education partners find trainings are too short (only 3 days, rather than a recommended 
10 to 13 days) and are not meeting overall needs or expectations (i.e., do not include a final test on subject matter covered to assess 
participants’ absorption of new material). A round of PSS trainings, with integrated elements of life skills education, is planned to 
start in late July. In relation to camp consolidations/closures, education partners’ activities in some areas remain pending without 
final decisions on which camps will be affected; for example, plans to convert tented schools in the Anbar camps of Habbaniyah 
Tourist City (HTC) and Kilo 18. 
 

Child Protection 
In 2018, UNICEF is reaching vulnerable children and caregivers through structured, sustained psychosocial support services (PSS), 
with referral to specialized child protection assistance if needed. Specialized assistance includes case management, legal services, 
family tracing and reunification, and emergency alternative care. Through targeted projects in specific locations, UNICEF is working 
to deliver specific support to children in contact with the law, including children accused of affiliation with ISIL, following up with 
specific caseloads. UNICEF integrates a focus on Gender-Based Violence (GBV) prevention across its work. UNICEF and the Child 
Protection Sub-Cluster (CPSC) promote integration of services in community centres, aiming to minimize stand-alone activities such 
as Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS) as part of resilience-focused interventions.  

In May 2018, UNICEF partners provided psychosocial services (PSS) to 10,172 newly registered IDP children; since January 2018, 
87,476 children (41,494 girls) have accessed PSS. Specialized child protection services reached 251 IDP children in May and brought 
the total reached to 3,597 IDP children (girls: 1,603) since January. In 2018, a total of 224 children have been identified as 
unaccompanied, (92 girls); in May, no new cases were identified. In May, UNICEF partners provided PSS services to children in Mosul 
State Homes and supported capacity-building for government case workers, and conducted group sessions with 25 children (9 girls) 
on life skills, time management, self-confidence, personal hygiene and prevention of disease. In five community centres in the 
Jeda’ah camp complex, Ninewa, 27 women and 33 men were trained on child protection concepts.  

In May 2018, UNICEF case management and PSS services to respond to and prevent GBV reached 1,041 women, 856 girls, and 27 
boys who have experienced, or who are found to be at risk of, GBV (a total of 4,317 in 2018). In addition, awareness-raising activities 
and trainings promoting safer environments for women and girls reached awareness-raising activities and trainings promoting safer 
environments for women and girls reached 1,626 community members (577 women, 366 girls, 289 boys, 394 men), while 46 service 
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providers were trained on GBV. UNICEF GBV programming so far in 2018 supported response in Anbar, Kirkuk, Dahuk, Diyala, Erbil, 
Ninewa, and Salah Al Din (Diyala project recently initiated; service data available in coming months). In May, six reports of grave 
violations against child rights had been verified by the UNICEF Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) team, affecting 19 
children in Baghdad, Kirkuk, Ninewa and Salah al Din. All verified cases included killing (10 boys) and maiming (9 boys), the majority 
by explosive devices. UNICEF continues to work on raising awareness of explosive hazards in coordination with mine safety, 
education, and health actors. Monitoring of the situation of children during conflict continues. Due to challenges in accessing certain 
areas and delays in verification, the numbers are expected to increase. UNICEF has trained partners ready to conduct MRM activities, 
but they have little control over the access given for sensitive locations. 
 

Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF supports delivery of routine immunization services, monitoring of infant and young children’s growth, and IYCF counselling 
that improve understanding of children’s nutritional needs. Where a child is identified with malnourishment, UNICEF and partners 
ensure referral to specialised care per UNICEF and WHO guidelines. Neonatal health services are supported, including awareness 
sessions in IDP camps. UNICEF supports government partners through delivery of supplies and staff capacity building. UNICEF also 
engages NGOs to mitigate for short-term gaps in service provision.  
Through government and NGO partners, since January 2018, 707 new-borns and their mothers (361 girls; 174 new-borns reached in 
April) have been visited by trained health worker teams as part of the home visits programme that supports children in the critical 
first month of life. Immunization support continued, with UNICEF and partners reporting 5,074 children under 1 year (2,588 girls) 
vaccinated against measles, (1,135 children in May). Progress as of May is 10 per cent of UNICEF 2018 target. In late April, a sub-
national polio campaign reached 1,558,208 children under five across the country (over 98 per cent of the target of 1,623,926 children 
under five). Of these 421,060 children were reached in UNICEF’s targeted governorates of Anbar, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al Din 
(Ministry of Health verified data was received in May). In the month, a total of 3,470 children between 6-59 months received vitamin 
A supplementation alongside their vaccination. In nutrition interventions, 8,702 pregnant women and new mothers (1,528 reached 
in May) attended health promotion sessions on infant and young child feeding practices (IYCF), and 67,119 children aged 6-59 months 
(34,231 girls; 12,932 reached in May) were screened for nutritional status; 368 children (2.8 per cent) were identified with Moderate 
Acute Malnourishment (MAM) and 87 children (0.67 per cent) with Severe Acute Malnourishment (SAM). 6  For cases with 
complications, referral to specialist Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres (NRC) was undertaken. The Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) 
rate of 3.47 per cent in IDP camps remains acceptable per international standards. In May, 3,782 individuals participated in events 
that delivered health promotion messages; and 10 health staff working at Primary Healthcare Centres (PHC) and community levels 
participated in orientation sessions on health awareness and nutrition responses in emergencies. 

The planned Iraq health and nutrition response remains underfunded; as needed, UNICEF is prioritising interventions to ensure basic 
services. Response strategies were refined to focus on work through government where possible, or on first-line response combined 
with high-level advocacy to ensure child-focused prioritization – for example, support to one-off vaccination campaigns reaching 
newly-displaced children rather than longer-term capacity-building work.  

Cash Assistance 
UNICEF is establishing links between humanitarian assistance and the Government’s social protection framework to provide 
integrated support to vulnerable children. UNICEF’s cash assistance is unconditional, but aims to support removal of barriers to 
children’s access to education. UNICEF delivers an integrated package of support alongside government partners to identify 
protection-related concerns and refer cases to social workers for additional support. As of May, UNICEF has reached 3,902 IDP 
children (1,877 girls) from 1,630 households with direct cash assistance of US$ 30 per child per month.  A Post Distribution Monitoring 
(PDM) assessment carried out in Dahuk and Anbar (Fallujah) indicated that on average 88 per cent of respondents found that cash 
assistance had sufficient impact in meeting children’s needs. Over 97 per cent of children from participating families had maintained 
their attendance at school. Funding is limited for UNICEF cash assistance in 2018. To continue support into the next academic year 
for the current caseload, US$1.25 million will be needed before school reopens in late September/early October. To achieve its full 
planned target of 15,000 IDP children, US$4.8 million will be needed to cover the academic year 2018/2019. 
 

Supply and Logistics 
Since January 2018, UNICEF Iraq dispatched relief items to government and non-government partners with a value of over US$5.95 
million7, with the total value of supplies ordered for IDP response at US$2.7 million.

                                                        
 
 
6 April MAM/SAM figures were reviewed and adjusted as follows: 14,288 children were screened for nutritional status. Nutrition teams treated 430 children (3 per cent, 
adjusted from 3.5 per cent) identified with Moderate Acute Malnourishment (MAM) and 99 children (0.7 per cent adjusted from 0.8 per cent) with Severe Acute 
Malnourishment (SAM). Nonetheless, GAM rate (3.7 per cent adjusted from 4.36 per cent) in IDP camps remains acceptable per international standards. 
7 Correction from April reporting of US$6.1 million. 
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Media and External Communication 
UNICEF covered a new agreement with the Government of Netherlands to partner in building resilience in the education system for 
IDP and refugee children in Al-Anbar, Ninewa, Dohuk and Kirkuk governorates of Iraq. An estimated 3.5 million school-aged Iraqi 
children are missing out on education.8 News of the agreement was covered by the UN news centre and local media in Iraq. Additional 
communication materials were produced focusing on education in conflict-afflicted governorates, need for safe drinking water for 
returnees in places like Hawiga, and the ongoing challenges faced by displaced people in camps. As part of ongoing education 
advocacy, UNICEF hosted a high-level visit from a German Member of Parliament to a school in Erbil supported by Germany.  
 

Security 
National elections took place on 12 May 2018, the first since the takeover of territory by ISIL in 2014.  There was no significant 
deterioration in internal security before or during elections, however after results were announced, there were numerous complaints 
of election fraud, particularly in Kirkuk.  This led to large-scale demonstrations and was followed by the Independent High Electoral 
Commission (IHEC) announcing that ballots from over 1,000 polling stations, including 186 from Kirkuk, had been annulled.  This was 
immediately challenged as unconstitutional by political figures. Attacks on Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and Popular Mobilization 
Forces (PMF) by ISIL in Hawiga, Kirkuk, continued with the area between Hawiga and Riyadh highlighted as particularly 
vulnerable.  ISIL targeted Iftar (the evening-time breaking of the fast) gatherings and, in one incident in Baghdad, a suicide bomber 
detonated in a park killing at least 7 people.  There were at least five Turkish airstrikes recorded in May mostly directly to the north 
of Soran, Erbil governorate. The threat of attacks on civilians remained present during Ramadan (which falls mid-May to mid-June 
2018); and ISIL activity persists in north, north central, west and central Iraq. Humanitarian mission activity decreased slightly as 
UNICEF took precautionary measures in the lead-up to elections, and due to government-imposed restrictions on movement. 
Restrictions were lifted post-election and movement returned to normal. 
 

Funding as of 31 May 2018 
In May UNICEF received new contributions of US$273,000 for RRM from the Iraq Humanitarian Pooled Funds (IHPF), US$8 million 
from the US Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) to support critical WASH services for people living in IDP camps and 
vulnerable communities, US$195,000 from UNICEF Germany allocated to support health and nutrition, social protection, RRM and 
adolescent development responses .Carry-over funds from 2017 are ensuring continued humanitarian response for programmes with 
funding gaps, including RRM, and health and nutrition. In most cases, funds are earmarked to specific programmes and cannot be 
used to support gaps in other areas. In a situation of prolonged underfunding, UNICEF will adjust planned programming to focus 
mainly on first-line response or maintenance of existing basic service provision, and may have to cut back planned support to affected 
host communities or for resilience-building work. 
 

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds Available* Funding Gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over USD % 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 4,870,000 532,034 819,370 3,518,596 72% 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 37,000,000 15,498,948 10,002,784 11,498,268 31% 

Education 15,950,000 8,446,152 6,407,974 1,095,874 7% 

Child Protection 21,767,000 4,545,501 7,982,181 9,239,318 42% 

Health and Nutrition 10,000,000 2,798,249 1,310,980 5,890,772 59% 

Basic Needs (Multipurpose Cash Assistance) 5,564,160 1,049,572 621,828 3,892,760 70% 

Winterization (Seasonal Response) 6,000,000 - 1,759,019 4,240,981 71% 

Total  101,151,160 32,870,456 28,904,136 39,376,568 39% 
*Note: Funds available include HQ cost recovery & cross sectoral costs. Carry forward figure is programmable balance as of 31 December 2017, for the 2017 HAC Appeal. 
 

Next SitRep: 19 July 2018 
  
UNICEF Iraq Country Office Official Website: http://www.unicef.org/iraq/  
UNICEF Iraq Country Office Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq 
UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal, 2018: https://www.unicef.org/appeals   
Iraq Humanitarian Response Plan, 2018: http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq  
 
 

 

                                                        
 
 
8 2017, UNICEF, The Cost and Benefits of Education in Iraq 

Who to contact 
for further 
information: 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/a.141751325967099.34557.139356566206575/1105381069604115/?type=3&theater
http://www.uniraq.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=9076:unicef-thanks-the-government-and-people-of-netherlands-for-their-support-to-education-for-vulnerable-idp-refugee-and-host-community-children-in-iraq&Itemid=605&lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/videos/1108570699285152/
https://medium.com/stories-from-unicef-in-iraq-english/getting-water-flowing-in-hawija-35ccd03ba36d
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/videos/1109588232516732/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq/photos/a.141751325967099.34557.139356566206575/1099504410191781/?type=3&theater
http://www.unicef.org/iraq/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq
https://www.unicef.org/appeals
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS* 
  Cluster Response UNICEF and IPs 

 
Cluster 
Target 
2018 

Cluster 
Results 

31.05.18 

Change 
since 
last 

Report  

UNICEF 
Target 
2018 

UNICEF 
Results 

31.05.18 

Change 
since 
last 

Report  

RAPID RESPONSE MECHANISM - Needs: 860,000 people 

Vulnerable people newly displaced by conflict 
receiving RRM kits within 72 hours of trigger for 
response  

  
  

  
1,030,000 60,8901 10,946 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE -  Needs 5.4 million people     

Emergency affected population accessing sufficient 
quantity of water of appropriate quality for drinking, 
cooking and personal hygiene  

2,309,765 1,426,1131 15,269 1,300,000 590,8181 5,077 

Emergency affected population benefiting from 
latrines established/rehabilitated/maintained  

436,901 430,0022 37,615 300,000 367,7722 24,244 

EDUCATION – Needs 3.3 million school-aged children* 

Boys and girls receiving educational supplies  528,222 243,9491 54,308 450,000 181,4311 39,466 

Teachers, facilitators, and education personnel trained 
on emergency education, life skills, and delivering PSS  

5,000 5,5372 1,171 4,300 0 0 

Conflict-affected boys and girls (6-17 years) enrolled in 
formal and non-formal education programmes  

528,222 321,7373 44,921 300,000 93,3103 4,358 

CHILD PROTECTION – Needs 2.4 million children under 18 

Children and caregivers participating in structured, 
sustained, resilience, or psychosocial support 
programmes  

203,865 166,4591 21,895 186,300 87,4761 10,172 

Children receiving specialized child protection services 
(reunification, alternative or specialized care and 
services)  

29,325 9,0492 1,740 18,630 3,5972 251 

Girls, boys, and women receiving individual or group 
psychosocial support3  

 20,000 4,317 820 

HEALTH – Needs: 1.2 million children under 5* 

New-born babies of conflict-affected families 
benefitting from new-born home services  

 8,000 7071 174 

Under 1 year old children vaccinated against measles 
through routine immunization  

  50,000 5,0742 1,135 

Children under 5 vaccinated against polio in crises-
affected areas through campaigns  

 1,200,0000 452,6353 421,060 

NUTRITION  

Children U5 accessing nutrition services     50,000 67,1191 12,932 

Targeted mothers of children 0-23 months with access 
to IYCF counselling for appropriate feeding 

 20,000 8,702 1,528 

SOCIAL PROTECTION – Needs: 1,080,000 

Most vulnerable children receiving child-focused cash 
transfer  

  9,000 3,9021 0 
 

Footnotes:  

RRM 1: Consortium led by UNICEF, WFP, and UNFPA: Females: 31,054, Males: 29,836. In the first five months of 2018, progress against 2018 
targets has been limited, mainly because of lower than anticipated levels of displacements. Also, as the discussion on camp consolidation/closure 
remains inconclusive, there have been no large-scale camp relocation movements yet.  

WASH 1: Cluster: Females: 727,318, Males:  698,795. UNICEF: Females: 301,317, Males: 289,501. 

WASH 2: Cluster: Females: 219,301, Males: 210,701. UNICEF: Females: 187,564, Males: 180,208. UNICEF is contributing a higher than anticipated 
level of support to the overall cluster sanitation progress. 

Education 1: Cluster: Females: 106,209, Males: 137,740.  UNICEF: Females: 78,007, Males: 103,424. 

Education 2: Cluster: Females:  2,824, Males:  2,713. UNICEF-supported trainings will take place in agreement with the MoE; larger-scale trainings 
are scheduled to take place outside the formal academic year to minimise disruption to children’s learning. In the first half of the year, discussions 
with the MoE training department experienced delays caused by the lead-up to national elections in May, and also by Ramadan between mid-
May to mid-June; further, trainings could not initiate prior to completion of the formal end of year exams. A first round of trainings on PSS for 
teachers is scheduled to start in late July. 
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Education 3: Cluster: Females: 143,030, Males: 178,707. UNICEF: Females: 36,439, Males: 56,871. Enrolment to formal education only takes place 
once per year (verified data usually available from MoE by approx. October/November). UNICEF is working with the Ministry of Education to 
support enrolment through establishment of schools, providing pre-fabricated classrooms and learning opportunities for children to access 
schools. 

Child Protection sub-cluster 1: Females: 78,701 Males: 87,758. UNICEF Females: 41,494, Males: 45,982. 

Child Protection sub-cluster 2: Females: 4,169 Males: 4,880. UNICEF Females: 1,603 Males1,994.  

Child Protection 3: This indicator reflects UNICEF support to individuals receiving multi-sectoral services designed to respond to the needs of 
survivors or people at risk of Gender-Based Violence. 

Health 1: Females: 361, Males: 346. In certain governorates, mobile community health worker teams (covering newborn/nutrition services among 
others) were paused earlier in 2018; it was instead planned to establish nutrition teams in IDP camps to do growth monitoring by anthropometric 
measurement. Due to restricted funds available to UNICEF for H&N interventions, this has been postponed until funds are received. 
Health 2: Females: 2,588 Males: 2,486. 

Health 3: Females: 230,844. Males: 221,791. UNICEF reports only for its targeted governorates of Anbar, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al Din, per 
the HAC 2018. Data reported in May reflects children reached in 22-26 April sub-national polio campaign; data entry to ActivityInfo was 
delayed due to verification processes at Ministry of Health level. 

Nutrition 1: Females: 34,231, Males: 32,888. 

Social Protection 1: UNICEF: Females: 1,877, Males: 2,025. UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children target of 15,000 children is a two-year target 
2018-2019. The target of 9,000 reflected is the 2018 target only. This table reflects Iraqi internally displaced/returnee households. Syrian refugee 
households are reflected in UNICEF Syrian refugee humanitarian reporting. 

*Needs per UNOCHA. Each cluster targets its own population in need based on countrywide vulnerability analysis 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syrianrefugees_sitreps.html

