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UKRAINE SITUATION REPORT August 2018 

 
Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
Ceasefire violations and the presence of mines and explosive remnants of war continued to pose a threat to 
children on both sides of the line of contact. To mitigate such threats, UNICEF initiated the design of a 
comprehensive training program on first aid for teachers in Donetsk and Luhansk oblast with the aim of 
ensuring enhanced children’s knowledge on basic first aid. In partnership with the Danish Refugee Council-
Danish Demining Group UNICEF rolled out a mine victim assistance project the objective of which is to 
enhance the management of mine victim information with adequate referral pathways based on service 
mapping whilst strengthening the inclusivity of the environment for children with disabilities in 
communities and in schools. 
 
Throughout the month of August UNICEF, in cooperation with civil society, supported a campaign focused 
on [suggest ‘improving’] access to education for children residing along the contact line and non-
government controlled areas. As a result over 2,500 children were referred to and accessed education 
centers located in Eastern Ukraine.  
 
 

                                                 
1 Figure represents final results from a project which ended mid-January 2018. Limited funding has led to low numbers of beneficiaries reached in 2018 thus far.  
2 Figure includes the estimated/projected number of beneficiaries (30,000) covered by the delivery of 861 midwifery kits that were distributed in January 2018, 
due to difficulty in estimating monthly beneficiaries. 
3 The UNICEF target includes children and their families who received psychosocial support services, professionals trained in identifying and responding to key 
child protection issues and mine risk education (MRE), whereas the Cluster target does not include beneficiaries of MRE. 
4 The UNICEF target includes boys and girls in conflict-affected areas accessing basic education and early childhood education and care, and boys, girls and 
educators received life-skills education and information on educational options. 
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UNICEF’s Response with Partners 

 
UNICEF 2018 Sector/Cluster 2018     

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

Cluster 
Target 

Cumulative 
results (#) 

    

Nutrition 20,000 701      

Health 20,000 30,6922      

WASH 1,990,000 1,076,740 2,300,000 1,265,346 
    

Child 

Protection3 
605,000 332,960 1,300,000  

    

Education4 131,000 86,505 200,000      

HIV & AIDS 46,000 27,185 N/A      

 

 
 

Carry-
forward 
amount:

$3.1M 13%

Funds 
received to 
date: $5M 

21%

Funding 
gap:

$15.50M 
66%

2018 Funds Available
(Requirement:  $23,599,000) 

UNICEF/2018/Gorina
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
HEALTH 
UNICEF continued the implementation, in non-government controlled areas, of its program on Prevention 
of Mother-to-Child transmission. Through this support, in August 18 babies delivered by HIV positive 
women were supported by a multidisciplinary team of social and medical workers for clinical monitoring 
and psychosocial support. In addition, UNICEF supported HIV prevention activities among school age 
adolescents via peer-to-peer training.  During the reporting period, 53 adolescent peer-to-peer consultants 
and 35 HIV positive children received systematic psycho-social support. 

 
WASH 
Within its ongoing support to ensuring access to safe drinking water, UNICEF continued to supply liquefied 
chlorine gas and sodium hypochlorite to 6 filter stations and 10 production departments of Voda Donbasu. 
In August UNICEF initiated the supply of sodium hypochlorite as a new activity and continued supplies of 
liquefied chlorine gas, aluminum sulfate and activated carbon to the Western Filter Station of Popasna 
vodokanal that supplies drinking water to people on both sides of the contact line. Working with civil society 
partners, UNICEF provided e-vouchers for hygiene products to 4,752 households, reaching 14,219 
vulnerable individuals in Volnovakhskyi, Bakhmutskyi, Nikolskyi, Pokrovskyi, Kostiantynivskyi rayons and 
settlements under the authority of the Toretsk city council. Such family e-vouchers, which are redeemable 
in 36 partner stores, are expected to provide a major boost for vulnerable families in meeting the needs for 
personal and household hygiene items. Additional vouchers were provided to families with children 
(covering 1,739 children under five), persons with disabilities (1,403) and women (3,134) to allow 
procurement of diapers for children and adults, baby hygiene products and menstrual pads. In Luhansk 
NGCA, 119 children, women and persons with disabilities received individual and family hygiene kits. 

 
CHILD PROTECTION 
UNICEF continued to support a Child Protection Center in Luhansk and the mobile outreach to remote areas 
in Luhansk NGCA. During the reporting period, 60 families (92 adults and 91 children) benefitted from 
comprehensive case management ,1292 beneficiaries (1176 children (559 boys and 617 girls) and 116 adults) 
participated in psycho-social individual and group activities aimed to address stress and other mental health 
issues, such as anxiety, aggressiveness, fear, 1080 children and their caregivers received knowledge on 
healthy lifestyles and the rights of children and 36 of them benefited from MRE education , 42 adolescents 
and youth participated in youth-friendly activities on the basis of ‘anti-café’, while 35 parents received 
training in positive parenting aimed to ensure use of positive child upbringing practices. 
 
Through its support to 15 mobile teams, UNICEF continued to provide assistance to survivors of gender-
based violence (GBV) and to children affected by violence in Donetsk and Luhansk areas (GCA). In August, 
a total of 452 GBV survivors and 52 children affected by violence (22 boys/30 girls, 1 of them with special 
needs) benefited from PSS first aid and the referral services. 
  
In August, UNICEF in partnership with Danish Refugee Council-Danish Demining Group (DRC-DDG) 
initiated a comprehensive mine victims assistance project for child mine victims and their families which 
included four components - a)  situation analysis in relation to child mine victims; b) mapping of available 
services in order to contribute to improved referral and service provision; c)  individual case management 
for child mine victims and their families; d) ensuring a  protective environment for child mine victims 
through community support networks and awareness raising to support their inclusion. The overall 
objective is to contribute to the development of essential foundation blocks for child mine victim assistance 
in Ukraine through the establishment of a complete and up-to-date system of managing mine victim 
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information.  This includes the development of adequate referral pathways based on service mapping whilst 
strengthening the inclusivity of the environment for children with disabilities in communities and in schools. 
 
In partnership with the All-Ukrainian Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine Council (ARCEM, and in 
coordination with the Education Department of the Donetsk Oblast Administration, UNICEF initiated the 
design of an updated training course for teachers in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts on first aid provision 
focusing on explosion and bullet wounds. The course is being designed for teachers working with senior 
students, grades 10-11. Considering the risks posed to children (16 children were killed in mine/unexploded 
ordnance related incidents in the first six months of 2018), UNICEF determined, in close consultation with 
children, caregivers and professionals, the critical need to ensure all children are trained in basic first aid.   
 
 

EDUCATION  
In August, UNICEF completed the rehabilitation of 5 schools in Donetsk oblast and 1 school and 2 
kindergartens in Luhansk oblast, situated along in the 0-5 km area along the contact line. As a result 1,796 
children benefited from improved access to safe learning environments. In addition, UNICEF distributed 
2,500 educational kits in 14 schools of Stanychno-Luhansky and Popasnyansky rayons of Luhansk oblast, 
GCA (0-5 km) to ensure all children have critical supplies to start the new school year which began on 
September 4th. 
 
In partnership with civil society, UNICEF conducted a workshop from 28-29 August, 2018 on Safe School 
Modelling for representatives of 14 education facilities from Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. Each school’s 
action plans, presented to the Ministry of Education and Sciences and UNICEF, are now being finalized with 
the aim of implementing the plans in 2018-2019. In addition, 304 teachers and school administrators from 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, GCA accessed Life School Education training, online.  
 
UNICEF continued to support distance learning for children residing along the line of contact and in non-
government controlled areas. Together with local civil society, UNICEF supported a media campaign to 
enhance access to vocational and distance learning education. This included press-briefings, 
teleconferences and meetings with teachers. According to civil society, 801 children from Luhansk oblast 
and 1785 children from Donetsk oblast were referred for assistance of educational centers "Donbas-
Ukraine" in 2018.  
 
In cooperation with the Education Cluster and Save the Children, UNICEF facilitated a Training of Trainers 
on ‘Supporting Conflict Sensitive Education Training in Ukraine’ (CSE) from 16-18 August, 2018, the purpose 
of which was to create space for dialogue and enhance the capacities of participates to contextualize CSE 
materials for diverse audiences and localities. Should CSE practices and principles be integrated into the 
education processes in Ukraine, the delivery of quality education in conflict-affected areas is likely to 
become more effective.  
 

 

MEDIA and EXTERNAL COMMUNICATION    
UNICEF continued to raise the visibility of children living along the contact line, through its social media 
platforms reaching over 100,000 people with daily updates. Throughout the month of August a number of 
external communication initiatives were implemented - in partnership with the European Union, UNICEF 
launched the UPSHIFT innovative program in Kharkiv for vulnerable young people affected by the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine. During the Global Water Week, UNICEF highlighted the impact of attacks on the water 
infrastructure on children and their families in the conflict zone across its social media and digital channels, 
including a feature story “Ukraine’s water workers keep taps running despite conflict”.  Jointly with ADRA 

https://www.unicef.org/ukraine/media_32021.html
https://www.unicef.org/ukraine/reallives_32029.html
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Ukraine, UNICEF organized a media opening for one of the six schools in eastern Ukraine, renovated with 
support of the Education Cannot Wait Fund. Together with one company from the private sector, UNICEF 
unveiled a partnership program in support of ‘Inclusive and quality education’ program benefiting 25 
kindergartens in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.  
 

Security 
Continued violations of the ‘Harvest Ceasefire’, declared on 1 July exposed children and caregivers as well 
as civilians operating the water system, to risks. While no children were affected, in August OHCHR 
recorded 8 conflict-related civilian casualties (2 killed and 6 injured).  
 
Funding (a 

UNICEF’s 2018 humanitarian appeal requirement for Ukraine is US$23.6M of which, as of 31 August, $8.1M 
is available, including funds carried forward from the previous year. This addresses only 34% of required 
resources.    

Appeal Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition 300,000  0   

Health 1,800,000 120,000 89,525 1,590,475 88% 

Water, sanitation and 
hygiene 

13,619,000 1,462,425 856,424 11,300,151 83% 

Child protection 3,200,000 1,874,928 635,066 690,006 22% 

Education 3,050,000 1,256,587 315,628 1,477,785 48% 

HIV and AIDS 1,130,000  442,264 687,736 61% 

Cluster/sector 
coordination 

500,000 290,970 787,346 (578,316) 0% 

Total 23,599,000 5,004,909 3,126,253 15,467,838 66% 

*Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward 
 
UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (Ukraine):  https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 
 

Whom to 
contact 
for further 
information: 

 
 

Laura Bill 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
lbill@unicef.org 

Nina Sorokopud 
Communication Specialist 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
nsorokopud@unicef.org 

 

http://www.adra.ua/pislya-remontu-urochisto-vidkrito-sportivnij-zal-novoluganskoyi-shkoli/
https://www.unicef.org/ukraine/ukr/media_32027.html
http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine

