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 Number of people in need:  3,000,0004 (2019 UNICEF HAC)  
 Number of children in need of humanitarian assistance:  500,0005 (2019 UNICEF HAC) 
 
Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
On 31 January, the 2019 Ukraine Humanitarian Response Plan was launched in Kiev jointly with the Ministry 
of Temporary Occupied Territories (MTOT), requesting US$162 million to provide aid to 2.3 million people 
affected by the conflict.  This includes UNICEF’s requirement of $21,067,799. 
 
During the month of February, two Member States briefings were organized – one in New York and the 
other one in Brussels.  On the day of the Member States briefing in New York (12.02.2019), at the initiative 
of the Russian Government, the Security Council called for a meeting to discuss the humanitarian situation 
in eastern Ukraine. The Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Ursula Mueller, briefed the Council on the humanitarian situation and its consequences on 
civilian population, with a special mention on the targeting of water infrastructure and water workers, as 
                                                
1 UNICEF target additionally includes the estimated 80% immunization coverage of diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, measles, mumps, rubella and polio vaccines. 
Anecdotal data evidence show coverage of below 40 per cent for diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus vaccine. Under such circumstances, and in the absence of a 
baseline figure, it is difficult to set an aspirational figure of 95 per cent, which is the aim for the national level.  
2 The number of beneficiaries has been reached by different WASH services, including by water treatment chemicals supply. 
3 UNICEF target additionally covers the estimated 95% of pregnant women tested for HIV. 
4While the 2019 HRP estimates that 3.5 million people living in conflict-affected areas are in need, only 3 million people in need live in the 20-kilometre zone on 
both sides of the contact line and in non-government controlled areas. 
5 While the 2019 HRP estimates that 700,000 children living in conflict-affected areas are in need, only 500,000 children in need live in the 20-kilometre zone on 
both sides of the contact line and in non-government controlled areas. 
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Nutrition 2,000 0 
1,300,000 n/a 

Health1 24,800 663 

WASH 1,125,500 361,269 2,000,000 371,3652 

Child 
Protection 

170,000 18,044 1,300,000 n/a 

Education 34,500 12,989 200,000 n/a 

HIV & AIDS3 200 0 n/a n/a 
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well as mine-related issues. She also informed the Council members about the earlier launch of the multi-
year HRP. Senior United Nations and other officials attending the briefing urged all parties to the conflict 
to uphold their commitments to the ceasefire and 2015 Minsk agreements as the only agreed framework 
for a negotiated peace in eastern Ukraine. 
 
On the ground, winter conditions continued to exacerbate the situation of the affected population, 
increasing the needs for shelter protection and winterization support for communities along both sides of 
the contact line. Difficult conditions were further observed at crossing points, with civilians standing long 
hours in freezing temperatures. The OSCE reported that two civilians were killed and one injured when their 
vehicle hit an explosive device (probably an anti-tank mine) on the soft ground of a median strip between 
the road lanes while crossing the contact line near Olenivka. Recurrent ceasefire violations continued to 
threaten the well-being of the more than 400,000 boys and girls living within 20 kilometers of each side of 
the contact line and in the non-government-controlled area (NGCA), many of whom continue to suffer the 
risk of exposure to gunfire and shelling, ongoing disruption of health, electricity and water services and 
related psycho-social stress.   The targeting of water infrastructure and water personnel continued with 
three separate incidents reported including shelling and small arms fire affecting filter and pumping 
stations and water conduits. 
 
In close collaboration and partnership with civil society partners, UNICEF continues to reach people in need, 
especially the most vulnerable families living on both sides of the line of contact, with a package of 
interventions focusing on Education, Health & Nutrition, Child Protection and WASH. 
 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
HEALTH 
UNICEF continued to ensure support to vulnerable families, in particular women and children under five, 
living along the contact line, on both sides, through the e-voucher system for free-of-charge essential 
medicines. In February, 105 beneficiaries received e-vouchers, including 78 children under five, 25 pregnant 
and lactating women and 2 adult trauma cases. Out of these 105, 40 were male and 65 females. 
 
WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH) 
Within its ongoing support to granting access to safe drinking water, UNICEF continued to supply water 
treatment chemicals to 6 filter stations and 10 production departments of Voda Donbasu and to Popasna 
Vodokanal that serves the population on both sides of the contact line. In February, distribution of e-
vouchers continued in Novoaidarskyi, Stanychno-Luhanskyi, Bakhmutskyi, Kostiantynivskyi, Pokrovskyi, 
Nikolskyi and Volnovashskyi rayons, covering the needs of 838 children under five in baby products and 
1,784 women in menstrual hygiene supplies. In addition, 111 educational, medical and social institutions 
serving 14,456 people received e-vouchers for the hygiene products.  
 
689 children in kindergartens of Pokrovsk rayon were reached by hygiene promotion messages during 
‘edutainment’ sessions. In non-government controlled areas of Donetsk oblast, water and sanitation 
facilities were rehabilitated in 4 schools and kindergartens in Yasynuvata, Dokuchaevsk and Prymorske and 
2 health institutions in Dokuchaevsk and Novoazovskyi rayon, improving access to sanitation for 565 
children and 642 patients. In addition, new water source was developed for the school in Krasnyi Yar 
improving access to water for 300 schoolchildren in Luhansk NGCA.  
 
CHILD PROTECTION 
Through international and local partnerships, UNICEF continued rendering the protective services and 
psycho-social support (PSS) to children and their caregivers residing in the conflict-affected communities 
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close to the line of contact in GCA and NGCA of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. The following services were 
delivered through Community Protection Centers and through mobile outreach: 1,171 children (of which 
640F/531M) received knowledge on healthy lifestyles, rights of children, child protection risks and 
vulnerabilities; 903 individuals (867 children, of which 429F/438M, and 36 adults) participated in psycho-
social individual and group activities (578 group/102 individuals) aimed to address stress and other mental 
health issues, such as anxiety, aggressiveness, fear, etc.; 201 individuals (92F/109M) received assistance in 
the form of non-food items; 163 parents received knowledge on positive parenting. 
 
Through mobile outreach activities, UNICEF continued raising awareness and providing assistance to 
survivors of gender-based violence (GBV) and to children affected by violence in Donetsk and Luhansk areas 
(GCA). During February, mobile teams provided PSS first aid and the referral services to 297 survivors of 
GBV and to 50 children affected by violence (22F/28M, 3 with disabilities). 45 individuals (12 children, 33 
adults) benefitted from tailored mitigation activities aimed to reduce violence. 858 individuals (270 children, 
588 adults) participated in awareness raising and prevention events held by the mobile teams. 
 
During February, 134 educational professionals from schools close to the contact line were trained on how 
to identify cases of violence against children and gender-based violence. In all, 75 community professionals 
were trained in provision of psycho-social first aid and social support to families in difficult circumstances. 
  
UNICEF, in partnership with the Danish Refugee Council-Danish Demining Group (DRC-DDG), progressed 
implementing the project to support mine victims. During the month, UNICEF with DRC-DDG with support 
from the Office of the Ombudsman held a round table in Kiev for representatives from the key Ministries 
and national experts on child rights. The aim was to share the preliminary findings of the mine victims needs 
assessment of the last quarter of 2018 and present the recommendations. 
 
UNICEF continued C4D intervention on safe behavior with mines and UXOs applying the edutainment 
approach. Within the joint projects with Swiss Foundation for Demining (FSD) and SOS Children's Villages 
Ukraine, 6,730 boys and girls were educated on mine safety rules in Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts (GCA). 
 
EDUCATION  
In February, UNICEF provided educational supplies, school furniture, sport equipment and play materials to 
2,103 children in 12 educational facilities (9 schools and 3 KGs), situated in a 5 km zone of Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts, GCA. This activity was done within the project financed by the Government of Japan. 
 
Together with MoES and the NGO ‘Health through Education,’ UNICEF conducted a conference on school 
safety for 14 educational facilities participating in the project on ‘Safe Schools’ modelling. The participants 
reported on the implementation of school action plans to reach four standards of ‘Safe Schools’ (child-
friendliness, physical school safety and protective learning environment, and participatory governance). 
The activities included in the plans were co-financed by local authorities, and UNICEF provided technical 
support for their implementation. In addition, 117 teachers from Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts were trained 
on life skills through an on-line course reaching over 1,750 children. Over 25 teachers from 14 ‘Safe Schools’ 
took part in the training of trainers on prevention and reacting on cases of violence and bullying in education 
facilities in order to strengthen protective and safe environment for children.  Trained educators will roll out 
learning sessions in their respective schools for headmaster teachers, school management and support 
staff, and will conduct awareness raising meetings with children and adolescents and parents in March- 
April. 
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COMMUNICATION 
In February 2019, UNICEF facilitated two content gathering mission to northern areas of Donetsk oblast in 
order to develop materials about situation of children living along the contact line, focusing on challenges 
faced by adolescents and their aspirations. The stories will also cover the ongoing UNICEF response, 
including e-vouchers program and youth community projects and grants. 
UNICEF continued to raise the visibility of children living in the conflict zone, through its social media 
platforms reaching over 115,000 people with daily updates. 
 
Security 
Recurrent ceasefire violations continued to threaten the well-being of the population living close to the 
contact line and beyond. OSCE reported damage caused by shelling and gunfire in and near populated areas 
in both Donetsk and Luhansk regions, including to residential buildings in government-controlled 
Novoluhanske and Travneve, as well as in non-government-controlled Donetsk city, Dokuchaievsk, 
Yasynuvata and Holmivskyi.  In particular, shelling has severely affected schools of which nine have been 
affected since 1 January along with 11 attacks on water pumping, filtration and conduit facilities. 
 
Funding 
UNICEF’s 2019 humanitarian appeal requirement for Ukraine stands atUS$21,067,799 and is currently 19 
per cent funded with$3,915,768M available.     

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal 2019 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds received 
in current year 

Carry-forward 
Funding gap 

$ % 

Nutrition  150,000     
                       

150,000  
100% 

Health 1,830,000   688,742 
                   

1,141,258  
62% 

Water, sanitation and 
hygiene 

13,267,799   570,788                 
12,697,011  

96% 

Child protection 2,420,000 237,384 1,137,083 
                   

1,045,533  
43% 

Education 2,360,000 322,889 428,823 
                  

1,608,288  68% 

HIV and AIDS 440,000     
                      

440,000  
100% 

Cluster/sector coordination 600,000 34,253 495,805 
                         

69,942  
12% 

Total 21,067,799 594,526 3,321,242                  
17,152,031  

81% 

*Total funding available includes total funds received against current appeal plus carry-forward 
 
UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (Ukraine):  https://www.unicef.org/appeals/  
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: www.unicef.org.ua 
UNICEF Ukraine Crisis on Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine 
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Lotta Sylwander 
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UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: (+38-044) 521 01 25  
lsylwander@unicef.org 

Laura Bill 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
lbill@unicef.org  

Nina Sorokopud 
Communication Specialist 
UNICEF Country Office in 
Ukraine 
Tel: +38 044 521 0125 
nsorokopud@unicef.org 

 


