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Highlights 
 In 2018, 44,790 severely malnourished children, including 2,516 children 

with medical complications, have been admitted in UNICEF supported 
treatment programmes. The number of admissions to date exceeds the 
number of admissions during the same period in 2017 by 33 percent. The 
increasing trend in admissions highlights a sustained risk to of 
malnutrition. 

 UNICEF and partners have launched a national measles vaccination 
campaign aiming to reach 4.7 million children. The campaign started in 
Puntland in January, where 933,406 children were reached (93 percent 
coverage). The campaign is now planned to continue in south and central 
states, as well as Somaliland where an additional 3.7 million children will 
be targeted. 

 In response to continued critical needs for emergency access to safe 
water, UNICEF and partners supported an additional 40,500 people from 
28 displaced person settlements through emergency water trucking and 
water voucher provision in Nugaal, Bay, and Banadir regions. 

 UNICEF held inception workshops in Puntland and Somaliland for a new 
Children on the Move programme aimed at mitigating against the effects 
of child migration, and provide services for children at risk of violence, 
exploitation and abuse whilst on the move. The workshops trained 
ministry and civil society child protection workers on key strategies to 
identify children at risk and on the development of case management for 
children who are moving within Somalia and across borders. 

1-28 February 2018 
 

5.4 million 
People in need of humanitarian assistance  
(FSNAU-FEWSNET Technical Release, February 2018) 
 

1.2 million  
Children under-5 that are or could be acutely 
malnourished in the next year 
 
UNICEF 2018 Appeal-US$154.9 million 

 
UNICEF Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Target 
achieved (%) 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results 

Target 
achieved (%) 

Nutrition: # children 6-59 months with SAM 
admitted for treatment 

173,000 44,790 26% 232,000 46,913 20.2% 

Health: # of crisis affected people with 
adequate access to PHC services provided with 
emergency life-saving health services in high 
risk areas 

1,400,000 54,677 4%    

WASH: # of emergency affected people with 
temporary access to adequate and safe water 
through chlorination, operation and 
maintenance, water trucking, vouchers and 
household water treatment 

2,000,000 106,098 5% 3,800,000 206,318 5% 

Education: # children affected by crisis access 
formal or non-formal early learning, pre-
primary, primary education` 

150,000 42,513 28% 381,556 94,972 25% 

Child Protection: # children reached with 
psychosocial support 204,800 7,084 3% 150,000 8,068 5% 

Cash Transfers: # of emergency-affected 
households provided with monthly cash 
transfers to support access to basic services 

50,000 18,979 38%    

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS REPORTING PERIOD: 1-28 FEBRUARY 2018 

*Funds available include funding received for the 
current appeal year as well as the carry-forward from 
the previous year. UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The humanitarian situation in Somalia remains critical due to ongoing impacts of drought, displacement and conflict. As 
per the FSNAU-FEWSNET 2017 Post Deyr findings, 5.4 million people are still in need of urgent assistance, including 2.8 
million children. An estimated 1.2 million children are or will be acutely malnourished over the next year, including 232,000 
children at risk of life-threatening severe acute malnutrition (SAM).1 Over 4.4 million people need humanitarian WASH 
services, with 3.5 out of 5 people without adequate water to meet basic needs. More than 5.7 million people require basic 
health services, including critical needs in maternal and child health, as one in seven Somali children die before the age of 
five. Disease outbreaks such as acute watery diarrhoea (AWD)/cholera and measles continue to represent a major threat 
to children, with over 1,000 cases of AWD/cholera (56 per cent children under 5) and 2,500 cases of measles reported in 
2018.2 Over 3 million children, out of 4.9 million in country, are estimated to be out of school. More than 2.1 million people 
have been displaced, including over 1 million in the last year alone;3 and displacement flows continue at critical levels into 
areas such as Baidoa in Bay Region, which has received between 500 and 2,000 new arrivals per week since mid-January, 
2018. 4  Exclusion and discrimination of socially marginalized groups continue to exacerbate high levels of acute 
humanitarian needs. More than 76 percent of recorded gender-based violence (GBV) survivors are reported to be from IDP 
communities. Grave violations against children continue at worrying rates, with 402 cases, mostly abductions, recruitment 
and use, and killing/maiming reported in January 2018.5  
 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
UNICEF is part of the Humanitarian Country Team, participates in the Humanitarian Heads of Agencies meetings and the 
Inter-Cluster Working Group which leads strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes. UNICEF 
is also an active member of the Civil-Military Working Group and Access Task Force. UNICEF continues to lead the WASH 
and Nutrition Clusters and the Child Protection Area of Responsibility and co-leads the Education Cluster. The operational 
capacity of the UNICEF-led Clusters is significant, with a network of over 140 partners, including sub-regional coordinators 
in over 15 regions. The network facilitates access to information, coordination and interventions in hard to-reach and 
inaccessible areas. UNICEF and the WASH, Nutrition and Education Clusters are active members of the interagency Drought 
Operation Coordination Centres (DOCC) in Mogadishu, Baidoa, and Garowe. UNICEF has actively participated in the drafting 
of key humanitarian response documents, including the Somalia 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP), Drought Impact Needs Assessment (DINA), and is actively engaged in the development of the 
Resilience and Recovery Framework (RRF). 
 

Humanitarian Strategy  
UNICEF’s ongoing humanitarian action focuses on integrated, multi-sectoral response to drought, displacement and 
conflict. In line with the 2018 Somalia HRP, as well as the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) Centrality of Protection 
Strategy, UNICEF priorities are to provide life-saving services to address critical malnutrition and excess mortality, 
effectively respond to mounting protection threats, and support resilience building and early recovery. UNICEF is 
maintaining critical service provision in highest need areas, procuring life-saving core pipeline supplies, and continually 
looking to expand partnerships and coverage in hard to access areas.6  Life-saving program integration prioritizes nutrition, 
WASH and health services, complemented with child protection and education in emergencies. UNICEF maintains key 
leadership roles in support of humanitarian coordination as well as active participation in other crucial strategic fora. 
Humanitarian interventions are closely coordinated with relevant ministries, disaster management agencies and clusters. 
Where possible, UNICEF is responding jointly with the World Food Programme (WFP) through an augmented response 
package. In line with Grand Bargain commitments, cash-based assistance is being prioritized.  In the last quarter of 2017, 
UNICEF carried out a real-time evaluation of its pre-famine response scale-up; results and recommendations form the 
evaluation are currently being incorporated to inform the ongoing response into 2018. UNICEF will also work towards 
integrated access to social services in the Somalia Resilience and Recovery Framework, which will inform humanitarian 
integration and contribute towards longer term, shared outcomes and resilience building, in line with the New Way of 
Working (NWOW) commitments. 
 
 

                                                
1 The Nutrition Cluster projections of 1.2 million acutely malnourished are based on the projected burden for the upcoming one year, and include current prevalence 
based on the FSNAU post-Gu assessment, which stands at 388,000 acutely malnourished children. 
2 Over 78,000 of AWD/cholera and 23,000 cases of measles were reported in 2017. 
3 Cumulative displacements monitored by the UNHCR-led Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN) in the period from November 2016 to November 2017 is 
now over 1.1 million people. 
4 IOM Movement Trend Tracking Baidoa 
5 As recorded in the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism for grave violations. 
6 Priority regions for response are Bay, Bakool, Gedo, Lower Shabelle, Galgaduud, Mudug, Sanaag, Sool, Bari and Nugaal given the high malnutrition rates 
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
Nutrition 
The delivery of lifesaving nutrition treatment to SAM children continues to be a top priority for UNICEF and partners. To 
date, 44,790 children with SAM, including 2,516 children with medical complications, have been admitted in UNICEF 
supported treatment programs and received the integrated package of basic nutrition services. The number of admissions 
reached thus far exceeds the number of SAM children treated during the same period in 2017 by 33 percent. Areas of 
concern, as highlighted by the FSNA post-Deyr technical release, are drought affected areas in Sool and Sanaag, as well as 
districts holding large IDP caseloads in south central Somalia. The increasing trend in admissions is suggestive of a sustained 
risk to children of malnutrition, which is consistent with seasonal projections for deterioration of the overall situation in 
the coming months. Therefore, there is need to continue the delivery of preventive and promotive services, particularly in 
hotspot locations, including internally displaced settlements, with persistently high levels of acute malnutrition. UNICEF 
will continue to advocate and mobilize resources to meet the nutritional needs of children affected by SAM, prioritising 
those living in marginalized and hard-to-reach communities including internally displaced persons.   
 
Health 
UNICEF and partners continue to provide emergency life-saving health services to crisis affected women and children in 
high risk areas of the country, through sustained access to emergency, life-saving primary healthcare services. Since the 
start of the year, 54,677 beneficiaries, including 19,165 pregnant and lactating women have received access to critical 
health services through UNICEF supported facilities. Communicable diseases remain a major risk for women and children 
in country. A total of 1,000 cases of AWD/cholera, including 564 children under five (56 percent), have been recorded in 
2018, with 433 (64.4 percent) treated at UNICEF supported facilities. AWD/cholera cases continued to come from Banadir, 
Hiraan and most recently from Middle Shabelle. As part of country-wide planning for another AWD/cholera outbreak this 
year, essential supplies for treatment of around 35,000 cases remain prepositioned in strategic hubs throughout the 
country for timely response. UNICEF and partners have launched a national measles vaccination campaign aiming to reach 
4.7 million children. The campaign started in Puntland in January, where 933,406 children were reached (93 percent 
coverage). The campaign is now planned to continue in south and central states targeting 2.7 million children, and 
Somaliland targeting 1 million children. 
 
WASH 
During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners continued to provide lifesaving and sustained WASH services to 
vulnerable communities. Significant progress was made in the provision of safe water through emergency water trucking 
and water voucher provision reaching an additional 40,500 people from 28 displaced person settlements located in Burtinle 
District in Nugaal region, Baidoa in Bay region, and in Banadir. UNICEF’s planned transitional strategy to move beyond 
emergency water supply involves increased investment in infrastructure and systems for sustainable water delivery. In this 
regard, UNICEF rehabilitated and/or upgraded nine mini water systems and wells in Sanaag region, Luuq and Doolow 
districts of Gedo region as well as Kismayo, Lower Juba, which benefited 41,590 people during the reporting period. 201 
new latrines were completed in Xarardheere District benefiting 2,550 people, while 1,000 menstrual hygiene kits were 
distributed to women in reproductive age based in Nugaal IDP settlements. Over 6,600 children visiting health facilities, 
and 4,700 children in schools in Kismayo and Puntland were able to access to water and sanitation facilities through UNICEF 
supported institutional water supply system assistance. Hygiene promotion reached 44,800 new people, bringing the total 
reach, year to date, to 100,898 people. To promote household water treatment and safe storage, hygiene kits composed 
of jerrycans, buckets, soap and water treatment tablets were distributed to more than 32,000 households (approximately 
160,000 people) throughout the country. 
 
Education 
In 2018, UNICEF and partners provided education services to 42,513 children (41 per cent girls) in Bay, Bakool, Banadir, 
Gedo, Middle Shabelle, Mudug and Togdheer regions. 30,950 children (45 per cent girls) also received learning materials, 
and 22,268 children (45 per cent girls) were directly supported by various drought impact mitigation initiatives, including 
community-based school feeding and tuition fee support to the most at-risk children, in the form of emergency school cash 
grants in 176 schools and temporary learning spaces. Children from IDP communities account for 54 per cent of the total 
reach. UNICEF and partners expanded education interventions in IDP settlements, such as in Banadir (beneficiaries of EiE 
project are 100 per cent IDPs), Bay (60 per cent), Bakool (34 per cent) and Gedo (68 per cent) respectively. Shortage of 
funding to education sector remains a serious challenge, in particular for Somaliland and Puntland. In 2018 UNICEF 
continues strategic advocacy and donor engagements to promote critical life-saving/sustaining services through education.           
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Child Protection 
In February, UNICEF held inception workshops in Puntland and Somaliland for the new Children on the Move programme 
aiming to mitigate against effects of child migration, and provide services for children at risk of violence, exploitation and 
abuse whilst on the move. The workshops trained ministry and civil society child protection workers on key strategies to 
identify children at risk and on the development of case management for children who are moving within Somalia and 
across borders. During the reporting period, a total of 3,051 people benefited from protection services and messages 
through UNICEF supported interventions. This includes 1,156 children (412 girls) who accessed psychosocial support, 393 
separated and unaccompanied children (157 girls) who got access to family tracing services, 1,015 children (455 girls) who 
benefitted from community and school based mine risk awareness, and 732 people (714 women and girls) who benefitted 
from GBV services. In February, the MRM team verified reports of 342 children (including 54 girls) affected by cases of 
grave violations. Abduction accounts for the majority of violations (185 children), followed by recruitment and use by armed 
forces / groups (102), and killing/maiming (55).  
 
Cash-Based Programming  
UNICEF continues a joint intervention with WFP, delivering cash assistance through the SCOPE platform, targeting 
beneficiary households, with UNICEF providing monthly cash transfers for non-food needs, alongside the WFP food 
assistance. In February, UNICEF reached 18,979 households with monthly cash assistance, which has now been consistently 
delivered to the same households since July 2017. The number reached include 2,993 households in Waajid (6,627 people), 
2,887 households in Xudur (6,918 people) and 13,099 households in Baidoa district (62,791 people). UNICEF plans to 
continue reaching these households through the end of the first quarter of 2018 with available funding, and hopes to 
expand to 50,000 households during the course of the year based upon funding availability. In addition, UNICEF is actively 
reviewing its cash assistance response strategy to identify and expand early action linkages to social protection and gender 
programming initiatives. 
 
Funding  
In line with the 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan, UNICEF appeals for USD 154,932,574 to sustain provision of life-saving 
services including critical nutrition, health, WASH, child protection and education in emergency interventions, as well as 
cash-based assistance for women and children in Somalia. As at 3 March 2018, UNICEF has a funding gap of 81 per cent. 
The funding overview detailed in the table below includes USD 20,316,906 carry-forward available from 2017, due to multi-
year funding for 2017/2018 and generous contributions received in the last quarter of 2017. UNICEF wishes to express its 
sincere gratitude to all public and private donors for the contributions received. Continued predictable, flexible and timely 
donor support is critical to sustaining vital response activities and preventing further deterioration of the situation. 
 

* Cluster coordination requirements have been included in sub-costs for the nutrition, WASH, child protection and education sectors. 
**‘Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 
***The sectoral breakdown of carry-over funds is provisional and subject to change. 

 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2018 Humanitarian Appeal)  

Appeal Sector 

Requirements* Funds available** Funding gap 

 Funds Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over*** US$ 
% 

Health 34,279,200 1,093,614 3,823,630 29,361,956 86% 

Nutrition 32,200,000 1,991,277 9,026,406 21,182,317 66% 

Education 19,000,000 2,807,649 1,215,650 14,976,701 79% 

WASH 43,006,883 1,006,211 5,739,480 36,261,192 84% 

Child Protection 11,446,491 2,242,855 511,740 8,691,896 76% 

Cash-based response 15,000,000 - - 15,000,000 100% 

Total 154,932,574         9,141,606    20,316,906  125,474,062 81% 
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Next SitRep: 15 April 2018 
UNICEF Somalia Crisis: http://www.unicef.org/Somalia 
UNICEF Somalia Crisis Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefsomalia 
UNICEF Somalia Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html 
 

 
Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Steven Lauwerier 
Representative 
UNICEF Somalia 
Email: slauwerier@unicef.org 

Jesper Moller 
Deputy Representative OiC 
UNICEF Somalia 
Email: jmoller@unicef.org 
 

Tsedeye Girma 
Emergency Manager 
UNICEF Somalia 
Email : tgirma@unicef.org 
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Annex A: SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS7 

 
                                                
7 UNICEF and Cluster targets for child protection, education, health and WASH have been updated per the revised 2018 UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC). 
8 Nutrition partners, as part of a Nutrition Cluster initiative, are currently migrating screening data reporting to a new information management platform. Hence, results displayed are for the 
month of January, pending update. 

 UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

 2018  
Target 

Total Results 
Change since 

last report▲▼  2018 Target  Total Results 
Change since last 

report ▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE       

# of emergency affected people with temporary 
access to adequate and safe water through 
chlorination, operation and maintenance, water 
trucking, vouchers and household water treatment 

2,000,000 106,098 40,500▲ 3,800,000 
 

206,318 
 

49,921▲ 

# of people with sustained access to safe water 
through newly built and/or rehabilitated water 
points 

702,000 53,092 41,590▲ 1,200,000 
 

190,774 
 

58,966▲ 

# people access appropriate sanitation facilities  750,000 14,050 2,550▲ 840,000 
 

27,543 
 

10,103▲ 

# of girls/women access menstrual hygiene 
management services  

312,500 2,000 1,000▲    

# children access WASH facilities in health facilities 
and learning environments 

18,500 11,411 11,411▲    

EDUCATION        

# children affected by crisis access formal or non-
formal early learning, pre-primary, primary 
education 

120,000   42,513 
(41%F) 

No change 381,556 94,972  
(45%F) 

23,624▲ 

# children receive individual education/early 
learning materials   100,000 30,950 

(45%F) No change 278,025 79,146 
(44% F) 29,705▲ 

# temporary learning spaces newly 
established/rehabilitated with gender sensitive 
WASH facilities 

- 0 No change 683 61 No change 

# children from the most vulnerable and at risk 
households receive support for schooling through 
emergency school cash grants 

35,000 
22,268 
(45%F) 10,403▲ 35,000 22,268 10,403▲ 

HEALTH       

# children (6 months-10 years) vaccinated against 
measles 

4,400,000 933,406 No change    

# of crisis affected people with adequate access to 
PHC services provided with emergency life-saving 
health services in high risk areas 

1,400,000 54,677 23,510▲    

# children (0-59 months) with acute watery 
diarrhoea treated 44,000 2,392 2,058▲    

# of pregnant and lactating mothers reached 
through antenatal and postnatal consultations 126,000 19,165 9,035▲    

NUTRITION       

# children 6-59 months with SAM admitted for 
treatment 173,000 44,790 30,3188▲ 232,000 46,913 31,329 ▲ 

# caregivers of children reached with IYCF 
counselling 350,000 46,501 43,578▲ 463,472 85,255  82,332 ▲ 

% Children under-5 with SAM admitted in 
therapeutic feeding programme discharged cured >75% 95.6% No change >75% 95.6% No change 

# Boys and Girls screened for acute malnutrition8 1,200,000 - No change 1,200,000 - No change 

# Number of OTP sites stocked out of RUTF <2% 0 No change < 2% 0.2% No change 

CHILD PROTECTION       

# children reached with psychosocial support 204,800 7,084 
(3,203 F) 

1,156▲ 150,000 8,068 
(3,755 F) 

1,924▲ 

# children separated from armed forces/groups 
reached with reintegration support 

1,000 146 40▲    

# of registered unaccompanied/separated children 
supported with reunification services 

3,000 930 
(349 F) 

393▲ 8,000 1,841 
(725 F) 

846▲ 

# children in areas affected by landmines/other 
explosive weapons reached with prevention 
interventions  

180,000 
1,370 

(647 F) 1,015▲ 85,250 
1,841 

(725 F) 1,486▲ 

# of women and children reached with GBV 
prevention and response interventions 

4,000 754 732▲    

CASH TRANSFERS       

# of emergency-affected households provided with 
monthly cash transfers to support access to basic 
services 

50,000 18,979 No change    


