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Situation in Numbers 

3,200,000  

children in need of humanitarian 
assistance 

(Humanitarian Needs Overview December 
2019) 

 

5,200,000  

people in need 

(Humanitarian Needs Overview December 
2019) 

 

2,600,000 
Internally displaced people (IDPs) 
OR refugees 
(Humanitarian Needs Overview December 
2019) 

 

 

UNICEF’s Response and Funding Status 

Highlights 

 Armed conflict in Somalia continues to impact heavily on civilians. According 
to OCHA, the armed conflict escalated in Gedo region near the Somalia-
Kenya border resulted in the displacement of an estimated 49,000 people 
(8,250 households).  

 During the reporting period, 638 new Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases 
were reported across Somalia. The most affected regions are Hiraan, 
Banadir, Bay, Lower Shabelle and Bay. UNICEF is supporting the AWD 
outbreak response in collaboration with the government and other 
humanitarian organizations. 

 UNICEF continue to provide life-saving humanitarian assistance to people 
in need. During the month of February, 35,469 affected children (45% girls) 
were supported to access education, 15,559 children (58% girls) were 
treated for SAM, 54,914 (10,828 under the age of five years)  received 
essential health services and 45,366 people were reached with access to 
sustainable safe water. 

 The Desert Locust situation remains alarming in Somalia where widespread 
breeding is in progress; UNICEF is closely monitoring the situation based 
on the latest available information. 

 With WHO and partners, UNICEF supported the Federal Government in 
designing a costed national contingency plan for preparedness and 
response for COVID-2019 (March – June). Somalia reported no suspected 
or confirmed case during the reporting period.  
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Carry forward $15.0

Funds received* $0.7

Funding gap $113.5

Funding Status in US$ 
millions

Carry forward Funds received*
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
As of February 2020, UNICEF’s 2020 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal shows a funding gap of 88 per 
cent, with the highest funding gap is recorded in child protection at 96%. In February 2020, with the funding received 
from donors, UNICEF and partners were able to provide lifesaving and life-sustaining intervention. UNICEF Somalia 
would like to take this opportunity to express its sincere appreciation to all donors that continue supporting the 
humanitarian appeal in Somalia through multi-year thematic and flexible contribution. 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The armed conflict escalated in Gedo region resulting in the displacement of an estimated 49,000 people (8,250 
households), on top of the existing population of 207,000 internally displaced people. The multi-agency draft rapid 
assessment report shows that 30% of the displaced population have returned back and they are in need of shelter, non-
food items, water, sanitation, nutrition and food assistances. UNICEF is mobilizing supplies to the affected areas to 
support the emergency response for both the internally displaced and the returned population.  
 
According to FAO, the situation of desert locust remains alarming in the northwest coast of Somalia; UNICEF is closely 
monitoring the trend as the situation may present an unprecedented threat to food security and livelihoods at the 
beginning of the upcoming cropping season. 
 
The Federal MoH indicated that a total of 638 new Acute Watery Diarrhoea cases were reported in the month of 
February, with a 54% increase in Banadir (320 vs. 208) compared to the same time period in 2019. New cases were 
reported in Hiran district in Hirshabelle (295) and Lower Shabelle in South West State (119), as well as Bari district in 
Puntland (16) for the first time since 2018. 
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 
In February, the emergency nutrition programme focused on covering gaps in severe acute malnutrition (SAM) treatment 
services, critical to accelerating the reduction and prevention of excess morbidity and mortality related to SAM. As 
such,15,559 children with SAM were admitted (42 percent of whom are boys), an increase from the 13,200 reported in 
January. The highest admissions are registered in Baidoa and Beletweyne, denoting remnant effects of the floods. As 
well, UNICEF is continuing to reach children with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in areas lacking targeted 
supplementary feeding services with MAM treatment services following the simplified protocol, reaching approximately 
500 children in February. Moving forward, the nutrition program will continue to sustain the integrated response while 
monitoring the nutrition situation in the coming months and adjust the response to reach children most in need in line 
with global standards. 

Health 
Throughout February, UNICEF Emergency Implementing Partners provided 90,402 first consultations (38,244 under 
five years, 17,659 women) and essential health services to 54,914 crisis-affected and IDP populations (10,828 under 
five years; 8,536 women) in hard-to-reach areas. The Federal Ministry of Health reported that there were 638 new AWD 
cases across Somalia. To support the AWD emergency response, UNICEF distributed 8 AWD community kits to 
partners operating in affected areas in the South; for Puntland, AWD kits had already been prepositioned. To pre-empt 
a surge in vaccine-preventable outbreaks, UNICEF continued its routine vaccination efforts: 11,703 children under five 
years received measles vaccinations and 5,206 children under one year received Penta 3 vaccinations. With WHO and 
partners, UNICEF supported the Federal Government in designing a costed national contingency plan for preparedness 
and response for COVID-2019 (March - June) and the Federal Member States with the implementation of priority 
preventative activities. This included the provision of technical support in local task force meetings and C4D activities.  

WASH 
In February, UNICEF continued to provide lifesaving interventions including in response to the AWD outbreak. A total 
of 82,946 people in IDP and host community settlements receive emergency water through water trucking in Gedo, Bay, 
Middle and Lower Shabelle regions as a continuation from January. UNICEF continues daily disinfection and water 
quality monitoring of shallow wells and water points serving an estimated population of 83,327 mostly flood affected 
IDPs and host community in Bay, Bakool, Hiran, Lower Juba, and Middle Shabelle regions.  
 
In emergency sanitation, 7,673 people in Gedo, Lower Juba and Bay regions were reached through new latrines and 
desludging. Distribution of hygiene kits and promotion continued, reaching 27,408 people in Mudug, Bari and Gedo 
regions. 
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Education 
The Education in Emergencies response aims to deliver improved access to quality learning for the most vulnerable, 
socially excluded, disadvantaged, displaced and non-displaced children in Somalia. UNICEF supported 35, affected 
children aged 4-14 years, of whom 16,160 (45%) were girls, with awareness campaign on hygiene promotion and social 
mobilization to support enrolment of girls to schools. Two IDPs schools (Sagal Ciid and Al-Naim) in Banadir held a 
football competition involving 237 children (112 girls). These sports competitions not only develop talents, but also acts 
as a tool for social inclusion by bringing together children from different IDP schools and the larger community. Through 
child to child clubs, 435 (190 girls) children across 20 schools were trained on hygiene promotion through a handwashing 
and awareness raising campaign on AWD/Cholera prevention in Bay, Bakool and Banadir. Three social mobilization 
campaigns were undertaken with the aim of raising the communities’ awareness on the importance of education, 
specifically girls’ right to education among the displaced community in Baidoa.  

Child Protection 
Nine boys, 12-17 years, were self-released from Al Shabaab in Hudur, Bakool Region. It was reported that the had been 
recruited and trained since May 2019. UNICEF secured their release from the South West State Police in Hudur, where 
they were detained, and placed them in a UNICEF-supported reintegration facility in Baidoa. The children will be 
provided with interim care services, formal education, vocational skills training and family reunification. 
UNICEF is reviewing the psychosocial support programming in Somalia. The purpose is to generate substantive 
evidence-based knowledge by identifying good practices and lessons learned from intended and unintended effect of 
psychosocial responses. The review targets partners operating in Mogadishu, Garowe, Dhusumareb, Hargeisa, Baidoa 
and Kismayo. The review will look at PSS programming for all aspects of UNICEF's Child Protection programme 
including for children associated with armed groups and forces (CAAFAG), gender-based violence (GBV) survivors and  
orphans and vulnerable children (OVC). 
 

Cash-based Programming 
The humanitarian cash transfers programme enrolments continued in Wajid and Hudur Districts throughout the month 
of February targeting households with children under five with severe acute malnutrition.  The households received a 
monthly transfer of USD$ 20 for 3 months for a total of USD$ 60.  The enrolments for Wajid and Hudur district were 72 
households and 166 households respectively. 
 
As part of the UNICEF commitment to accountability to affected populations (AAP) and community engagement, the 
Cash Transfers Programme has sustained one-to-one engagement with beneficiaries through an open, two-way SMS 
feedback loop and complaints channel. 
 

Communications for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability  
In February, preventive messages on AWD, alongside immunization, antenatal care, hygiene, breastfeeding and 
IYCF, were conveyed to 6,351 caregivers through house to house visits. Over 790 influential community members 
were also reached on the same subjects through 31 community meetings. Seven radio stations broadcast a total of 
3,000 radio spots on AWD and breastfeeding during the same time period.  
 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  
UNICEF is an active participant in the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and Inter-Cluster Coordination mechanism, 
with full responsibility for the WASH and Nutrition Clusters and the Child Protection Area of Responsibility and co-leads 
the Education Cluster with Save the Children where  UNICEF continued to play a central role in coordination, advocacy, 
and information management to further strengthen the effectiveness of humanitarian response by ensuring greater 
predictability, accountability and partnership. UNICEF and partners coordinate with the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs 
and Disaster Management (MoHADM) on strengthening collaboration mechanisms for the overall humanitarian 
response while the clusters engage with their respective line ministries.   
 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 

In February, social media activity, across Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, continued to highlight and amplify UNICEF’s 
work for children in Somalia and the crucial support of donors and partners. The communication team also took part in 
post-flood monitoring missions and continued to share information and key results of the critical UNICEF-supported 
health, nutrition and WASH interventions implemented as part of the flood response. 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

  UNICEF and IPs Cluster/AoR Response 

Sector 
Overa

ll 
needs 

2020 
target 

Total 
results* 

Change 
since 
last 

report 
▲▼ 

2020 
target 

Total 
results

* 

Change 
since 
last 

report 
▲▼ 

Nutrition        
# of boys and girls 6-59 months with 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) admitted 
to therapeutic care through the simplified 
protocol 

830,000 
43,000 

(21,930 G | 
21,070 B) 

903 
(479G | 424 

B) 

447 
(228G | 219 B) 

623,000 
(317,730 G| 
305,270 B) 

51455 

(27632G| 
23823 B) 

25830 
(13898G| 
11932B) 

# of boys and girls 6-59 months with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted to therapeutic 
care 

178,437 
133,500 
(68,085 G | 
65,415 B) 

28759 
(16347G | 
12412 B) 

15559 
(9041G | 6518 

B) 

178,437 
(91,003 G| 
87,434B) 

33629 
(18280G| 
15349B) 

16945 
(9216G| 
7729B) 

# of pregnant and lactating women receiving 
preventative services through supplementary 
nutrition 

562,000 199,500 32541 17896 202,000 41267 22463 

# of primary caregivers of children 0-23 
months who received counselling on infant 
and young child feeding 

N/A 650,000* 82505 45165 421,696 93448 45406 

Health        

# of children vaccinated against measles  
99,743 

(50,869 G| 
48,874 B) 

24708 
(13322 G| 
11386 B) 

11710 
(6308G | 5402 

B) 
   

# of emergency-affected pregnant woman 
receiving delivery services by skilled birth 
attendants 

 48,420 5853 2317    

# of people provided with access to essential 
and life-saving health care services 

 

968,389 
(264,719 G| 
254,337 B| 
229,160 W| 
220,173 M) 

193044 
(58517G| 
50108 B| 
50706 W| 
33712 M) 

90402 
(31817G| 
26184 B| 
17659W|  
14742 M) 

   

% of communicable diseases outbreaks 
investigated and responded to in the first 72 
hours 

 90% n/a 1 0    

WASH        

# of people reached with emergency water 
services in targeted settlements and 
communities. 

2,400,00
0 

800,000 
(240,000 G| 
248,000 B| 
168,000 W| 
144,000 M) 

243,009 
(50,874 G| 
44,896 B| 
72,174 W| 
75,065 M) 

243,009 2 

(50,874 G| 

44,896 B| 
72,174 W| 
75,065 M) 

2,229,199 
(1,049,953 W| 
1,179,246 M) 

263043 
(78913 G| 
92065B| 
47348 W| 
44717 M) 

11300 
(3390 G| 
3955B| 

 2034 W|  
1921 M) 

# of people reached with hygiene promotion 
activities and hygiene kits distribution in 
vulnerable settlements and communities. 

2,700,00
0 

1,200,000 
(360,000 G| 
372,000 B| 
252,000 W| 
216,000 M) 

50132 
(14892 G| 
14892B|  
10495W| 
9263 M) 

27408 
(81411G| 
8466B|  
5737W| 
5064 M) 

 

2,359,564 
(1,111,355 W| 
1,248,209 M) 

142988 
(42897G| 
50046B| 
25737 W| 
24308 M) 

58890 
(17667G| 
20612B|  
10600 W| 
10011 M) 

# of people reached with sanitation services 
in vulnerable settlements and communities. 

1,800,00
0 

220,000 
(66,000 G| 

68,200 B| 46,200 
W| 39,600 M) 

12312 
(3657G|  
3803 B| 
 2577 W| 
2275M) 

7673 
(2279G|  
2370 B| 
 1606 W| 
1418M) 

980,221 

(461,684 W| 

518,537 M) 

37452 
(11236 G| 
13109B| 
6741W| 
6366 M) 

16279 
(4884 G| 
5698B| 
2930W|  
2767 M) 

# of people reached with sustainable access 
to safe water in targeted settlements and 
communities. 

1,400,00
0 

450,000 
(135,000 G| 
139,500 B| 

94,500 W| 81,000 
M) 

76,269 
(22652 G| 
23559B| 
15967 W| 
14091M) 

19444 
(5775G| 
6006B| 
4071W| 
35921M) 

1,249,102 
(588,327 W| 
660,775 M) 

113575 
(13610 G| 
15879 B|   
8166 W| 
7713M) 

45368 
(34072 G| 
39752 B|   
20443 W| 
19308M) 

Child Protection        
# of children participating in community-
based mental health and psychosocial 
support activities, including child friendly 
spaces 

N/A 

175,000 
(80,000 G| 

80,000 B| 10,000 
W| 5000 M) 

10362 
(4049 G|  
5342 B|  
573 W| 
 398 M) 

4793 
(1676G|  
2146B|  
573 W| 
 398 M 

310,419 
(90,022 G| 
108,647 B| 
58,980 W| 
52,271 M) 

14,416 
(6306 G| 

7590B| 456 
W| 64 M) 

7,025 
(3122 G| 

3383B| 456 W| 
64 M) 

# of girls and boys formerly associated with 
armed forces and armed groups provided 
with reintegration support 

4,000 2,000 
(500 G| 1500 B) 

966 
176 G| 590 B) 

247 
30 G| 217 B) 

3,725 
(1080 G| 1304 
B| 708 W| 633 

M) 

1,483 
(337G| 
1146B) 

764 
(191G| 573B) 
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# of people targeted with rights-based public 
outreach and awareness raising activities 

N/A 

200,000 
(80,000 G| 

80,000 B| 20,000 
W| 20,000 M) 

26031 
(7298G|  
7370 B|  
6571 W| 
4792M) 

8612 
(1744G| 
 2176B|  
2536 W| 
2156M) 

566,205 
(164,199 G| 
198,172 B| 
107,579 W| 
96,255 M) 

45722 
(14217 G| 
13995 B| 
10605 W| 
6905 M) 

24739 
(6507 G| 6998 

B| 6495 W| 
4739M) 

# of registered unaccompanied and 
separated children supported with 
reunification services, family-based care or 
appropriate alternative care 

N/A 8,000 
(3000 G| 5000 B) 

1893 
(701G| 
1192B) 

841 
(319G| 522B) 

18,625 
(8440 G| 
10,186 B) 

2627 
(1097 G| 
1530 B) 

886 
(396 G| 490 B) 

# of survivors of gender-based violence 
accessing a package of GBV services 
(medical, legal, mental health, psychosocial 
support and materials) 

 
3,000 

(1400 G| 70 B| 
1500 W| 30 M) 

1029 
(270G| 25 B| 
703 W| 31M 

499 
(136G| 9 B| 342 

W| 12M 
   

Education        

# children and youth accessing quality formal 
or non-formal primary education 

1,300,00
0 

130,000 
(65,000 G| 
65,000 B) 

67045 
(30569G| 
36476B) 

35468 
(16160G| 
19308B) 

307,283 
(150,569 G| 
156,714 B) 

138790 
(61118 G| 
77672 B) 

89590 
(38361 G| 
51229B) 

# of classrooms constructed or rehabilitated 
with child friendly and inclusive (incl. children 
with disabilities) WASH facilities available to 
emergency-affected school children and 
youth 

N/A 120 3 0 5,000 588 417 

# of school children benefitting from 
emergency teaching and learning materials 

1,300,00
0 

130,000 
(65,000 G| 
65,000 B) 

9600 
(3840G| 
5760B) 

4800 
(1920G| 2880B) 

307,283 
(150,569 G| 
156,714 B) 

92,254 
(41734G| 
50520B) 

60,720 
(27066G| 
33654B) 

# teachers supported with emergency 
incentives 

N/A 800 
(240 W| 560 M) 

744 
(198W| 546M) 

421 
(112G| 309B) 

7,300 
(3,577 W|, 
3,723 M) 

1,506 
(517 W| 
 989 M) 

1,024 
(342 W| 
 682 M) 

Cash Transfers        
# of vulnerable households received cash 
transfers  8,000 642 238    

* 
1No new disease outbreaks were reported in Feb 2020, 4 new cVDPV2 isolates all linked to BAN / 1 

2 The same population received the assistance since January. 

Annex B  
Funding Status 

Funding Requirements (as defined in the 2020 Humanitarian Appeal)  

Appeal Sector 

Requirements Funds available* Funding gap 

  
Funds Received 

Current Year 
Carry-Over US$ % 

Health 21,346,576 0 2,395,724 18,950,852 89% 

Nutrition 33,653,015 420,014 4,841,503 28,811,512 86% 

Education 18,727,500 0 1,328,353 17,399,147 93% 

WASH 35,340,722 181,818 4,916,122 30,424,600 86% 

Child Protection 14,256,379 63,448 533,155 13,723,224 96% 

Cash-based response 2,860,790 0 342,683 2,518,107 88% 

Cluster/Sector Coordination 2,999,588 0 683,492 2,316,096 77% 

Total 129,184,570 665,280 15,041,032 113,478,258 88% 
 
*‘Funds available’ includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. UNICEF humanitarian programmes also benefit 
from resilience funding generously contributed by multiple different donors.  Such resources help UNICEF contribute towards both humanitarian efforts and 
interventions at the nexus between humanitarian and development action for children 

Next SitRep: 20 March 2020 
UNICEF Somalia Crisis: https://www.unicef.org/somalia/  
UNICEF Somalia Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/somalia.html 

 

    Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Werner Schultink, PhD 

Representative  

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: wschultink@unicef.org 

Sara Karimbhoy 

Emergency Manager  

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: skarimbhoy@unicef.org 
 

Jesper Moller 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Somalia 

Email: jmoller@unicef.org 


