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27 April 2019 

Situation Report  

682,481 people at risk (INGC)                                                111, 940 at high risk (level 1) 

 

14 districts to be potentially affected                                   Cyclone made landfall as CAT-4 

Highlights 

 Cyclone Kenneth (category 4) made landfall on evening of 25 

April in the Cabo Delgado Province of Mozambique.  

 The Districts of Macomia, Quissanga and Ibo are the hardest hit.  

 UNICEF deployed an emergency team to Cabo Delgado in 

advance of the landfall and is providing a coordinated multi-

sectorial response (WASH, Health & Nutrition and Child 

Protection) to the most affected population on the ground. 

 UNICEF also dispatched essential life-saving supplies to the 

most affected areas, such as water purification to kick off the 

response. 

 Risk of heavy rainfall and flooding in the coming days in the 

areas of Cabo Delgado and Nampula, as well as the following 

river basins: Rovuma, Megaruma, Messalo, Lurio and 

Montepuez. 

 One death and two injured have been reported and over 16,000 

people are affected and sheltered in accommodation centres, 

according to preliminary Government figures.  

 An INGC team, led by the Director-General, is undertaking rapid 

assessments of affected areas, supported by humanitarian 

partners and has reached more than 2,500 families with 

immediate assistance. Humanitarian organizations have pre-

positioned supplies and have additional teams on stand-by to 

deploy to the area.  

Situation Update 

On the evening of 25 April, Tropical Cyclone Kenneth made landfall 

between the districts of Macomia and Mocimboa da Praia. Although 

preliminary information on impact is still incoming, the storm’s 

cyclonic winds were expected to reach 180 kilometres per hour prior 

to landfall, according to the Mozambique National Institute for 

Meteorology (INM). The Cyclone is forecasted to bring heavy rains, 

with over 500mm of rainfall expected from 24 to 30 April, and more 

than 750mm possible in some locations in Cabo Delgado. 

As the storm comes at the end of the rainy season, river levels are 

already high, and several rivers are projected to increase beyond the 

severe alert threshold after landfall, with peak flows most likely to 

occur on 29 April in the region around Pemba (Mozambique). There 

is a high risk of flash flooding and landslides. 

This is the first time in recorded history that two strong tropical 

cyclones have hit Mozambique in the same season, with Tropical 

Cyclone Kenneth following on the heels of Tropical Cyclone Idai, 

which made landfall on 14 March, leaving more than 600 people 

dead and an estimated 1.85 million people in need in Mozambique 

alone.  

Southern Tanzania and eastern Malawi are also expected to receive 

rains caused by the weather system.  
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Humanitarian impact 

Quissanga, Macomia, and Ibo districts in Cabo Delgado have been 

hardest-hit, according to preliminary government reports. At least one 

death and two injuries have been reported and over 16,000 people 

are affected, according to the National Disaster Management Institute 

(INGC). Preliminary information regarding the impact of the Kenneth 

shared on 26 April by INGC indicates that about 16,776 people were 

affected by the cyclone. About 2,934 houses were partially destroyed 

and 450 totally destroyed, 31 classrooms and three health units 

affected. The cyclone also caused the downfall of 54 electricity poles. 

Preliminary information regarding the impact of the Tropical cyclone 

Kenneth shared by INGC indicates lack of electricity in nine districts 

(Meluco, Quissanga, Ibo, Macomia, Muidumbe, Mueda, Nangade, 

Mocimboa da Praia, Palma), all located in the northern part of Cabo 

Delgado province, destruction of other public infrastructures (banks, 

fuel stations, etc) and individual houses. Critical districts identified so 

far are Quissanga, Macomia and Ibo. In Ibo, an estimated 15,000 

people lost their houses and transit/accommodation centers are full. 

So far, only one death was reported and it occurred in Pemba. 

Prior to the Kenneth landfall, the Government oriented the population 

in at risk areas to move to safe areas. As of 26 April, there were at 

least 22 transit centers hosting 18,029 people in Pemba, Quissanga, 

Metuge and Mocimboa da Praia.   

UNICEF response 
UNICEF deployed a team to Pemba composed by an Emergency 

Coordinator, one Emergency Specialist as well as WASH, Health 

& Nutrition, Child protection specialists to support the response 

and sent some supplies such as 10 IEHK basic and 10,000 bottles 

of water purification (certeza) to kick off the response. Additional 

WASH (tarpaulin, water tank, pumps) and Health (cholera bed, 

tents, sprayers) supplies are expected to be sent on 26 April 2019 

to Pemba which is expected to arrive within three days. 

UNICEF is also joining the Government in the needs assessment 
missions to affected districts. 

Messages of no tolerance for Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
(SEA) are being disseminated.   

Humanitarian coordination 
The provincial Government in Cabo Delgado is leading and 

coordinating the emergency response. INGC team from central 

level led by INGC director was deployed to Pemba to support the 

provincial Government in the coordination of the response and 

provision of humanitarian assistance. Coordination meetings in 

Pemba will be held twice a day in the morning and end of the day. 

Health Facilities in Cabo Delgado in Cyclone Kenneth path 
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School Facilities in Cabo Delgado in Cyclone Kenneth path 
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Situation overview 

This is the first time in history that two strong tropical cyclones 

(above Cat 2) have hit Mozambique in the same season, with 

Tropical Cyclone Kenneth following the Tropical Cyclone Idai that hit 

Beira city on 14 March 2019. The probability for this event 

happening is very low, and the impact in the country is potentially 

high. In addition to this, on 21 January 2019, a tropical depression 

Desmond affected mainly Beira city and some districts of Sofala 

province where thousands of people were temporarily displaced.  

Due to the preparedness taken by INGC all families were relocated 

to the accommodation centers prior to the cyclone, as a whole, and 

thus no children were moved alone. This signifies that up to now no 

cases of UASC have been reported in the accommodation centers. 

At the moment, there are no organized accommodation centers in 

Macomia. Families took refuge in schools, church as well as the 

boarding school run by the church. Most families lost their houses 

completely and thus all goods. 

The National directorate of Water Resources issued on 26 April 

2019 an alert regarding the rising of the water levels in three river 

basins in Cabo Delgado namely Messalo, Montepuez and 

Megaruma which might reach and overcome the alert level. This 

might affect road transport in the districts of Macomia, Montepuez, 

Meluco, Ancuabe, Quissanga,Mecufi and Chiure. Electricity was cut 

off on 25 April in the districts of Meluco, Quissanga, Ibo, Macomia, 

Muidumbe, Mueda, Nangade, Mocimba da Praia and Palma. 

Electricity Mozambique (Electricidade de Moçambique - EDM) has 


