
CYCLONE KENNETH - Cabo Delgado - Mozambique 
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30 April 2019 

Situation Report #2 

168,254 people affected (INGC)                                                 34,964 houses at high risk (level 1) 

 

14 districts affected                                   Cyclone made landfall as CAT-4 

Highlights 
Unprecedented: first time in recorded history that two strong tropical 

cyclones have hit Mozambique in the same season, with Tropical 

Cyclone Kenneth following on the heels of Tropical Cyclone Idai, which 

made landfall on 14 March, leaving more than 600 people dead and an 

estimated 1.85 million people in need, in Mozambique alone. 

According to National Institute for Disaster Management  (INGC), 

Cyclone Kenneth left 38 people dead in Cabo Delgado Province so far, 

more have been injured, and 168,254 people in need of assistance, of 

which around 90,000 are children. 

Situation Update 

Since making landfall, the Tropical Cyclone Kenneth weather system 
has “stalled” over Cabo Delgado province in Mozambique. On the 
evening of 27 to 28 April, torrential rains began to fall in and around 
Pemba, causing flash and riverine flooding on 28 April, including in the 
nearby area of Mieze. More heavy rains are forecasted.  

There are 9 affected districts in Cabo Delgado Province and 5 in 
Nampula Province. 

The districts of Quissanga, Macomia and Ibo in Cabo Delgado 
Province were the hardest hit, with reports are that entire villages have 
been destroyed.  

Electricity on Ibo island was cut off and phone communications 
severed for most of the island’s inhabitants. 

Access remains a significant challenge. Multiple areas, including the 
area north of Macomia, remain cut-off due to the heavy rains. Many of 
the areas impacted by the cyclone and floods are currently only 
accessible by air. At least two bridges have been damaged. 

As flood waters rose on 28 April, search and rescue teams 

successfully rescued around 350 people in the Natite, Chiguaguare, 

Mieze, Jozina Machel and Paquitequete neighborhoods in Pemba. 

Humanitarian Impact 

168,254 people in need of assistance, of which around 90,000 are 
children, amongst the most vulnerable and poorest in the country. 

More than 34,964 houses had been recorded as totally destroyed 
(2,930) or partially destroyed (32,034), according to the National 
Institute for Disaster Management (INGC). 30 accommodation 
centers have been opened to provide shelter and assistance to 
20,720 people. 14 health facilities have so far been recorded as 
damaged. At least 193 classrooms have been destroyed or 
damaged, impacting 21,717 students, according to INGC. 

Cyclone Kenneth hit Cabo Delgado during the main harvest season. 

An estimated 31,256 hectares of crops have been destroyed. 

The most acute needs for children are prevention of cholera 

and acute watery diarrhea, and access to health services.  

UNICEF Response 

UNICEF deployed an emergency team to Cabo Delgado in advance 
of the landfall and is providing a coordinated multi-sectorial response 
(WASH, Health & Nutrition, Child Protection, Logistics and 
Emergency coordination) to the most affected population on the 
ground. These experts are working with the national disaster 
authority INGC to organise the first response. 

UNICEF supplies arrived to the affected area of Pemba on 28 April, 
including the first WASH and Health supplies (health kits with basic 
medicine, tarpaulin sheets for the construction of health points, 
latrines and basic shelter, water purification products and devices, 
water bladders, etc). Distribution of critical supplies started on 29 
April, to meet the initial primary health care needs of 10,000 people 
over 3 months and to provide10,000 families with household water 
treatment for 1 month.  

A joint UNICEF/WFP mission was deployed to Macomia to assess 
the situation and organize food assistance. 

A Prevention Against Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) system 
is being established, briefings provided and comprehensive training 
scheduled for all humanitarian actors on 1 May by UNICEF and 
OCHA. 

Given the cholera risk, UNICEF and partners are working towards 
setting up a cholera treatment centre (CTC).  


