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Epidemiological Overview1  

There have been 65 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Ethiopia since the first 
case was reported on 13 March 2020 and until the 10th of April. Four patients 
have recovered, two have died and one is in critical condition and receiving 
intensive care treatment. There is one infant among the confirmed cases. 
The child is in the treatment center with their mother who also tested positive. 
Surveillance, isolation of suspect cases, contact tracing and testing are 
being carried out. 
 
The overwhelming majority of cases are under treatment in Addis Ababa, with a large proportion of those testing positive 
having a travel history. With a few exceptions, new cases identified this week are principally from individuals in 
mandatory quarantine. Laboratory tests have been carried out on a total of 3,232 specimens. Testing capacities across 
the country have improved with facilities opened in Mekelle in Tigray Region; Bahir Dar in Amhara Region, and the four 

zones of Adama, Jimma, Haramaya and Nekemte in Oromia Region.  
 
As of April 9th, 1,936 travelers were under the mandatory 14-day quarantine. Those who cannot afford to stay in 
designated hotels are housed by the government in university dormitories.    
 

Funding Overview  

UNICEF Ethiopia has estimated its initial needs at US$28m that includes US$6m for 300,000 refugees to support the 
government in its response to the pandemic. This response focuses on health (largely procurement of essential supplies, 

 
1 All data from EPHI daily sitreps No. 64-70, WHO and Government of Ethiopia statements. 

Situation in Numbers 
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65 confirmed cases  

 

1 in critical condition   
 

2 deaths  

 

 

 

Highlights 
▪ The number of reported cases of COVID-19 increased to 65 during the 

reporting period, with no further geographic spread. The first deaths of 
COVID-19 patients were registered on April 5th. A State of Emergency 
was declared across the country on April 8th. 

 
▪ UNICEF WASH reached 825,000 people, including urban safety net 

beneficiaries, with critical hygiene materials and COVID-19 prevention 
material in 11 cities across Ethiopia during this reporting period. 

 
▪ Some 3,469 Ethiopian migrants, including children, were returned from 

Saudi Arabia, Djibouti and Kenya between 27 March – 10 April and are 
currently in mandatory 14-day quarantine. UNICEF has provided 2,000 
dignity kits, 2,000 bars of soap, and 30 recreational kits and tents and 
fixed broken pipes to support the provision of basic sanitation and access 
to safe water in the quarantine locations of those returnees. 
Unaccompanied children are being registered for Family Tracing and 
Reunification.  
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including protective equipment and essential drugs but also support to the primary health care system), risk 
communication and community engagement, access to water, basic sanitation and hygiene and secondary impacts 
across sectors such as education, nutrition and child protection. The UK’s Department for International Development, 
(DFID)2 has supported an immediate reprogramming of funds and allocated £12 million additional resources to take 
immediate action to meet essential health, WASH, risk communication, child protection, nutrition and education needs, 
including funding for the refugee response. Of this funding, £2 million pounds will be allocated to UNICEF’s partner 
WHO. UNICEF’s current response plan has a 57 per cent funding gap.  

 
Situation Overview:  
 

Facilities to sustain a 14-day mandatory quarantine to prevent the spread of COVID-19 are stretched as 
returns of Ethiopian migrants continue.  
 
Ethiopia has imposed a 14-day mandatory quarantine for any new arrivals - passengers or migrants.  From 23rd March 
to 10th April, 3,469 Ethiopian returnee migrants, including children, have been returned from Djibouti (1,400), Kenya 
(169) and 1,900 (Saudi Arabia)3. These returns are putting a significant strain on already limited space for mandatory 
quarantine. On 3rd and 4th April, Saudi Arabia returnees were sent to the Addis Ababa Science and Technology 
University (AASTU), along with other passengers that could not afford to stay in government-designated hotels. 
Assessment missions to the site identified several immediate needs: a lack of basic sanitation, access to water and 
considerable protection risks for children and women, including risks of gender-based violence, abuse and exploitation, 
and the need for psychosocial support. UNICEF is providing basic hygiene supplies, including dignity kits, fixing broken 
pipes to support the provision of basic sanitation, and improving access to safe water. Children that are unaccompanied 
have been registered to activate family tracing and reunification processes and case management. UNICEF, with IOM 
and the Ministry of Children Women and Youth, will be addressing GBV risks. However, as the AASTU reached full 
capacity on 9th April, the Addis Ababa Civil Service University (AACSU) was identified as the next most suitable place 
to house further arrivals.  
 
In Moyale, Oromia Region, all arrivals from Kenya are being screened and quarantined in schools which are lacking 
basic sanitation and water and offer limited or no protection from sexual violence, exploitation and abuse. Essential 
Drug Kits, WASH Non-Food Items, and water storage tanks have been distributed. In Aysha, Dire Dawa, a quarantine 
site hosting returnee migrants from Djibouti and Yemen had to be moved to East Hararghe because of community 
resistance and stigma. In Afar, 87 returnee migrants from Djibouti were placed in a school. Urgent needs include food, 
hygiene materials, basic sanitation and medical care. 
 
A key challenge remains the lack of advance notice and profiling of vulnerable returnees by the countries of origin, both 
of which remain key advocacy priorities for UNICEF, IOM ad the UN as a whole. The capacity of the government and 
partners to cater for this influx at very short notice is being severely tested, especially as cases of COVID-19 continue 
to steadily rise. The voluntary and forced repatriation of Ethiopian returnee migrants from neighboring countries is 
expected to continue and accelerate over the coming days and weeks.  
 
UNICEF will continue to work closely with IOM, other UN partners, the Ministry of Water and the Ministry of Children, 
Women and Youth to meet some of the most immediate needs of those in mandatory quarantine.  
 

Current restrictions on movement - COVID-19 

Movement restrictions have continued to be put in place across all regions including bans on inter-regional public 
transport and, in some regions, a mandatory 14-day quarantine for people arriving from outside the region. A State of 
Emergency announced by Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed is expected to last for five months. To date, there have been no 
restrictions on the movement of UN vehicles or humanitarian aid. The restricted movement of people generally and a 
ban on meetings in some regions is creating challenges for operationalizing the COVID-19 response and there are 
concerns the movement of goods could be affected if more restrictive measures are put in place.  
 
UNICEF is actively engaging NGO’s on the ground and activating local agreements to ensure that we can reach the 
most vulnerable in areas where accessibility poses a challenge. Together with Regional Health Bureaus, we are 
exploring new delivery mechanisms to deliver the next quarter of SAM treatment supplies directly to health centers at 
kebele level in readiness for any potential access restrictions.      

 
UN OCHA’s Access Working Group is monitoring the situation and following up on specific measures affecting UN/NGO 
vehicle movements. WFP is leading a logistics working group following up on logistics and supply issues including 

 
2 https://twitter.com/ChristianRogg/status/1247815317847527424 
3 IOM: Ethiopia COVID-19Response Overview April 19, 2020 

https://twitter.com/ChristianRogg/status/1247815317847527424
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mapping regional supply chain impediments. With all but the Djibouti borders closed, concerns exist about the fragility 
of movement of goods, especially much-needed food and humanitarian supplies.  
 

Preparedness and Response actions by UNICEF  
 
Health  
▪ The arrival of the first shipment of key health supplies and commodities is expected in Ethiopia on 15th April. 
▪ Two Emergency Drug Kits and one renewable drug kit were released to Oromia Region for returnees from Kenya 

at Moyale quarantine centers.  
▪ In Afar, an Emergency Drug Kit and a renewable drug kit were supplied to cater for 2,500 people for three months.  

WASH 
▪ UNICEF participated in the multi sectoral assessment of conditions at the Addis Ababa Science and Technology 

University (AASTU) and the Civil Service University both serving as quarantine sites in Addis Ababa. Moreover, 
UNICEF WASH monitors are deployed in Moyale to assess the needs of return migrants; providing important  WASH 
NFIs and dignity kits. 

▪ WASH team in Gambella have set up an emergency water treatment system (with a capacity to produce 12,000lits 
per hour) at the Gambella University which is serving as a COVID-19 isolation centre.  

▪ WASH and SPESI in collaboration with Ministry of Labour and the urban productive safety net programme provided 
165,000  most vulnerable households in 11 cities in Ethiopia with 330,000 pcs of soap together with risk 
communication materials on COVID-19. 

▪ In collaboration with the Ministry of Water, WASH team have provided 2,000 people with greater access to basic 
sanitation facilities in Addis and Moyale, through provision of soap, buckets, chlorine for cleaning and disinfection 
of surfaces  and hand washing containers fitted with taps. Ten health care facilities now have improved sanitation 
facilities through a mixture of interventions that include the installation of roto tanks (Moyale); fixing of pipework and 
water trucking, chlorine for disinfection and water collection and storage containers. There are currently 5 water 
trucks providing water to meet needs of refugees in 3 camps (Kule, Teirkidi and Ngunyiel) in Gambella.  

▪ Collapsible water tanks and jerry cans were provided to isolation centres in the Oromia region. 
 

Communication for Development 
▪ UNICEF is co-leading the Risk Communication and Community Engagement Strategy. The National Risk 

Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) Plan for scenario III is being finalized in collaboration with 
the RCCE Pillar in the Government-led Emergency Operations Center, with dedicated technical assistance from 
UNICEF. 

▪ This week, an estimated 541,435 people were reached with interpersonal communication and 680,000 people on 
social media with the Afan Oromo public service announcement promoting key messages to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.  

▪ Regional RCCE plans for three regions have been finalized and financial resources have been disbursed to 
implement the UNICEF supported RCCE activities.  

▪ UNICEF has shared with key partners all its communication for development materials. They can be accessed here: 
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/coronavirus-disease-covid-19 

 
Child Protection  
UNICEF’s engagement on returnees (including irregular migrants/deportees) is led by the Child Protection team and is 
closely coordinated across UNICEF sections.  
 
Addis Ababa 
▪ UNICEF, together with IOM and the Ministry of Children Women and Youth, supported the rapid profiling of the 

AASTU site on 9th April. This rapid profiling exercise was an opportunity to identify vulnerabilities and risks 
(including all forms of exploitation and abuse, trafficking, GBV and age verification) of some of the returnee 
migrants.  

▪ Social workers supported by UNICEF have registered 368 unaccompanied children to enable family tracing and 
reunification which has already begun.  

▪ To date, UNICEF has provided 2,000 dignity kits, 2,000 bars of soap, 30 recreational kits, and tents. IOM has 
complemented this with blankets, beddings and other essential non-food items. 
 

Other locations 
▪ In Dire Dawa, UNICEF facilitated the secondment of social workers to undertake case management for 228 

children among the estimated 1,400 new arrivals. A remote case management orientation was organised, and 
profiling initiated in readiness for family tracing and reunification. 

https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
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▪ In Moyale, 34 children have been identified among a growing caseload of returnees. WASH assistance has been 
provided and social workers deployed through UNICEF support to carry out registration and assessments. 
 

Wider child protection issues 
▪ At the request of the Ministry of Health, UNICEF had a technical call with officials from the Ministry on 9th April to 

discuss the standard operating procedures developed by UNICEF to prevent and mitigate separation of children 
affected by COVID-19 from their parents or caregivers and to ensure: a) mental health and psychosocial support 
and; b) prevention, mitigation and response to GBV and to inform how it will be taken forward. 

▪ Child protection case management tools have been adjusted for COVID-19 and remote orientation and training on 
the tools tested with social workers in Dire Dawa. Roll-out has started across the regions. 

 

Education  
▪ A plan on distance learning is being prepared by the new COVID-19 Task Force which includes UNICEF and Save 

the Children. Established by the Ministry of Education, the task force will guide radio learning programmes.  
▪ UNICEF conducted an ICT needs assessment of the Ministry of Education to understand how to support enhancing 

the Ministry’s capacity to communicate and coordinate effectively during the crisis.  
▪ With UNICEF support, the regions, in particular Tigray, Amhara, SNNP, and Oromia, have developed costed plans 

for COVID-19 response, mostly focusing on radio broadcasting.  
▪ Safe School Operation guidelines have been translated into Amharic, Afan Oromo, and Tigrigna and shared with 

Ministry of Education to help guide the planning for safe school re-opening after the crisis.  

Communication and External Relations 

UNICEF continues to use its social media platforms to amplify prevention and mitigation messages targeted at 

individuals and to highlight response efforts by the government, UNICEF, and other partners, and the support of donors. 

Individual stories of first responders on the front line are also being highlighted. To date, 7 million people have been 

reached via UNICEF’s social media platforms, with 6.4 million accounted for by Facebook and the rest by Twitter. 

UNICEF amplified DFID’s media announcement of the £12 million grant on social media and is periodically responding 

to media requests for information. Visibility items recognizing the contributions of all major donors are currently under 

procurement.  

Challenges 

The accelerating return of migrants is severely testing the capacity of the Government and partners to sustain the 

mandatory 14-day quarantine. 

▪ There remains a critical shortage of Personal Protective Equipment, sanitizers, and masks, thus putting essential 
health care staff at risk. UNICEF’s first order of PPEs, which include masks and gloves, is estimated to arrive on 
15th April. UNICEF is identifying multiple sources for these supplies and is discussing with donor’s procurement from 
potential local production.  

▪ A shortage of equipment such as ventilators, beds and other ICU equipment in treatment centers remains a key 
concern.  

▪ The scale up of the COVID-19 response is delaying some essential health services e.g. postponement of measles 
and polio immunization campaign.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Adele Khodr  

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Representative 

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 5184001 

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: akhodr@unicef.org  

 

Michele Servadei 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Ethiopia   

Tel: +251 11 5184001  

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: mservadei@unicef.org  

Trevor Clark 

Chief-Field Operations and    

Emergency 

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 5184082 

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: tclark@unicef.org 
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Annex A: Summary of 

Programme Results  UNICEF and IPs 

Cluster/Sector 

Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020  

Target 

Total  

Results 

2020 

Refugee 

Target  

Total 

Refugee  

Results 

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results* 

A. Risk Communication and Community Engagement including social science  

Health           

# of people trained/oriented to 

sensitize the community on 

COVID-19 prevention and control 

measures 

 5,000 - 1,000 -   

Number of people reached on 

COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to 

services4 

 30,000,000 

 

 

2,879,03556 

 

 

700,000 -   

C4D        

Number of people engaged on 

COVID-19 through RCCE 

actions7 

 2,500,000  300,000 -   

Communication, Advocacy and 

Partnerships 
       

Number of people reached on 

COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to 

services, with a focus on social 

media engagement. 

 10,000,000 

6,624,1818 

 

448,5809 

 

    

B. Infection Prevention and Control 

Health         

Number of healthcare facilities 

staff and community health 

workers provided with Personal 

Protective Equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 10,00010 - 1,500 -   

WASH        

Number of people reached with 

critical WASH supplies (including 

hygiene items) and services11  

 1,584,113 

 

1,127,00012 

 

30,000 -   

 
4 This one directional communication that includes the Ethio-telecom initiative that replaces ringtones with COVID-19 prevention       messages and 
broadcast of COVID-19 prevention and control messages through local media channels (TVs, Radio). This also includes the dissemination of 
posters and brochures.   
5 This includes 55,000 people incorrectly reported as engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions.  
6 This includes one directional mass media campaign in the Oromia Region.  
7 These refer to two-dimensional communication activities.  
8 Results are cumulative and include results now for April 4-8: Reach: Facebook 23 posts, 2.4 million impressions, Twitter- 37 Tweets, 63,900 
impressions  
9 Results are cumulative and include results now for April 4-8: Engagement: Facebook- 117,000; Twitter 893 (April 4-8) 
10 The first round of supplies are expected to arrive on April 15. 
11 includes urban safety net beneficiaries with access to hygiene assets (soap, IEC materials etc) managed by the social protection programme, 

funded by WASH. 154,000 brochures have been distributed with the hygiene materials.  
12 This jump in figures includes support to 165,000 HH in 11 cities that are urban safety net beneficiaries.  
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Number of people with access to 

basic sanitation services 
 500,000 2,000 200,000 -   

Number of health care facilities 

with improved sanitation 
 1,000 1013 15 -   

Prevent and address the secondary impact of the outbreak- minimize the human consequences of the outbreak 

Health        

Number of healthcare facility staff 

and community health workers 

trained in Infection Prevention 

and Control 

 550 - 50 -   

Education        

Number of  pre-primary and 

primary schools equipped with 

handwashing and school cleaning 

supplies 

 439 - 59 -   

Number of children supported 

with distance/home-based 

learning14 

 TBD - TBD -   

Number of schools implementing 

safe school protocols 
 439 - 59 -   

Child Protection        

# of social workers supported with 

materials for self-care and 

messages on lifesaving / 

behaviour change messages on 

COVID-19 

 375 - 125 -   

# of child protection cases 

reported and referred (by type of 

service) 

 1,300 
 

36815 
 

250 -   

Number of children without 

parental or family care provided 

with appropriate alternative care 

arrangements 

 300 - 100 -   

Number of children, parents and 

primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health 

and psychosocial support 

 3,000 - 1,000 -   

Nutrition        

Number of primary caregivers of 

children aged 0-23 months and 

24-59 months who received IYCF 

counselling through facilities and 

community platforms. 

 39,000 - 2,340 -   

Number of number children 6 to 

59 months affected by SAM 

admitted for treatment. 

 39,000 - 2,340 -   

Social Policy/Social Protection 

Socio-Economic Impact of 

COVID-19 with focus on children 

and women developed (y/n) 

 - -16     

 

 
13 This includes the deployment of 6 trucks to Gambella, with a focus on water to isolation/treatment centres.  
14 Estimate based on % in each region. 
15 These are 96 children (sex/age not yet broken down) in the Addis Ababa Science and Technology University (where migrant returnees/deportees 
are being housed): 44 (22 boys, 22 girls) in Dire Dawa in Dire Dawa University (where the migrant returnees/deportees are being housed) and 228 
(178 boys and 50 girls) in Moyale in Moyale Primary School (where migrant returnees/deportees are being housed). All the cases are related to 
children on the move returning from different countries (notably KSA, Djibouti and Kenya) and in need of protection services including FTR.  
16 This is currently underway.  
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Annex B: Funding Status 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition 2,269,000 2,209,882 - 59,118 3% 

Health 8,683,649 6,178,286   2,505,363 29% 

Wash 8,435,500 1,618,987 - 6,816,513 81% 

Child Protection 1,692,985 710,345 - 982,640 58% 

Education 4,402,126 846,706 - 3,555,420 81% 

C4D 2,181,656 466,015 - 1,715,641 79% 

SPESI 340,000 40,000 - 300,000 88% 

CAP 30,000 0 - 30,000 100% 

Total 28,034,916 12,070,220 0 15,964,696 57% 

 

 


