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Epidemiological Overview1  

There have been 117 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Ethiopia since the 
outbreak was first reported on 13 March 2020. 25 patients have now 
recovered, while three have died. 69 per cent of cases are male and six 
children tested positive. 
 
Afar region reported its first case on April 22. Five regions and two city administrations are now affected: Addis Ababa 

(with 83 per cent of cases), Oromia (four locations reporting a total of six cases and one death), Amhara (two cities 

reporting a total of five cases) and Dire Dawa (eight cases). So far, no health worker has been found to be infected with 

COVID-19.  

 
Testing capacity has been expanded with support from WHO, and laboratory tests have been carried out on 11,669 
samples to date. On April 23, 2,761 people were under mandatory 14-day quarantine. 
  

Funding Overview  

UNICEF Ethiopia has estimated its initial needs at US$28m that includes US$6m for 300,000 refugees for three 
months to support the government in its response to the pandemic. This response focuses on health (largely 
procurement of essential supplies, including protective equipment and essential drugs and also support to the primary 

 
1 All data from EPHI daily sitreps No. 84-90, Minister of Health updates @lia_tadesse, WHO and Government of Ethiopia statements. See also 
https://www.covid19.et/covid-19/ , https://ethiocovid19.info/ and https://covid-19.epseth.com/country-region/Addis-Ababa/language/en  

Situation in Numbers 

 

(For Ethiopia) 

 

117 confirmed cases  

 

0 in critical condition   
 

3 deaths  
 

25 recovered 

 

 

 

Highlights 
▪ The number of reported cases of COVID-19 increased to 117, as of April 

24. Six of the reported cases are children, under 14 years of age.  The 
first case in Afar Region was confirmed on April 22. Five regions and two 
city administrations are now affected. There have been 25 recoveries and 
three deaths.    
 

▪ The first consignment of critically needed personal protective equipment 
(PPE) for health workers funded by UK’s Department for International 
Development (DFID) has been received by UNICEF and handed over to 
the Federal Ministry of Health. This first delivery included 28,800 face 
shields and 6,000 coveralls.   

 

▪ The Child Protection Programme has registered, reported and referred 
744 children (426 boys / 181 girls1) in quarantine sites for various child 
protection services and provided 1,541 children, parents and primary 
caregivers with community based mental health and psychosocial support 
in the past three weeks. 
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health care system), risk communication and community engagement, access to water, basic sanitation and hygiene 
and secondary impacts across sectors such as education (remote learning and preparations for a future school 
reopening), nutrition (prevention and treatment of acute malnutrition) and child protection (case management, 
psychosocial support and interim care/family tracing and reunifications). UNICEF’s current response plan has a 33 per 
cent funding gap. UNICEF Ethiopia is currently revisiting its COVID-19 response plan and will expand the relevant 
actions and budgets until the end of the year, based on existing trends, emerging needs and gap analysis.  
 

Situation Overview 
 
With support from WHO, the number of COVID-19 testing centres is increasing, with new centres opened in several 
regions. As a result, testing capacity has been expanded to approximately1,000 tests a day. Furthermore, house-to-
house COVID-19 surveillance has started in Addis Ababa, Dire Dawa, and Tigray. In Tigray, 23,000 health professionals 
including communication specialists were engaged in house-to-house testing for three days, up until April 17. No positive 
tests were confirmed. On April 17, the Federal Ministry of Transport announced the resumption of inter-regional public 
transport services across the country. In Addis Ababa, however, restrictive movement of private vehicles is being 
enforced with alternate plated vehicles allowed on alternate days in what is considered to be a strategy to reduce 
congestion and encourage work-from-home for non-essential staff. 
    
On April 14, the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) issued a public statement calling for all emergency 
measures by the federal and regional governments to be guided by constitutional and international human rights 
obligations and principles, and to ensure that the state of emergency does not exacerbate the vulnerability of groups at 
risk of human rights abuse, such as women, children, people with disabilities and displaced persons. The EHRC 
stressed the impact the movement restrictions might have on women accessing maternal care and other urgent matters.  
 
The Ministry of Health is expanding COVID-19 treatment capacity in Addis Ababa. St Peter, a specialized tuberculosis 
hospital, is being converted into a dedicated COVID-19 treatment centre and the Millennium Hall is being equipped with 
beds, medical equipment and supplies including an Intensive Care Unit, to function as a COVID treatment centre with 
a capacity of 1,000 beds.  
 

Supplies of PPE remain a challenge as UNICEF 
materials arrive in country 
A lack of PPE is a critical gap for all essential frontline workers, 
especially health care providers. Social workers, too, conducting the 
registration of returnee migrants are facing challenges to protect 
themselves.  
 
UNICEF’s first consignment of PPE, funded by DFID, arrived on April 
17 and was officially handed over on April 24 to the Federal Minister 
of Health Dr. Lia Tadesse by the UNICEF Representative Adele 
Khodr. The PPE2 included face shields and coveralls. These 
supplies are the first of a series of orders that UNICEF is procuring 
and will be distributed to isolation and treatment centres. The next 
consignment of UNICEF supported PPE is expected on April 30. 
Local suppliers are also being approached to meet the significant 
gap in basic protective gear, including face shields, masks and 
coveralls.  
 

Preparedness and Response actions  
 
Health  
▪ UNICEF continues to actively participate in national and sub-national EOC coordination platforms for the COVID-

19 response.  
▪ UNICEF supported regional health bureaus to develop plans to ensure the continuation of essential health services 

in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
▪ UNICEF handed over to the Ministry of Health the first consignment of PPE to meet the immediate needs of health 

care workers in isolation and treatment centres in Addis Ababa.  

WASH 

 
2 PPE ordered include face shields, masks, surgical gowns, coveralls, goggles and caps.  

UNICEF Representative Adele Khodr hands over PPE 

supplies to the Minister of Health, Dr Lia Tadesse 

Photo credit UNICEF/ Ethiopia/2020/Nahom Tesfaye 

 

https://www.facebook.com/202584253551816/posts/839789253164643/?d=n
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▪ UNICEF continues to collaborate with the Ministry of Water to provide essential WASH items to quarantine centres 
in Addis Ababa, with further deliveries of materials including soap, sprayers, chlorine and hand washing containers 
made on April 24.  

▪ WASH items for 50,000 quarantine and transit sites have been prepositioned. This “package” includes soap, jerry 
cans, handwashing containers and hand sanitizers.  

 Communication for Development 

▪ This week, 437,500 people were engaged on COVID-19 through risk communication and community engagement 
activities that included the distribution of information, education and communication materials, door-to-door and 
mobile vans – sharing COVID-19 preventative messages in public spaces. UNICEF-supported materials can be 
found here: https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/coronavirus-disease-covid-19. 

▪ UNICEF C4D technical advisors have provided inputs to the implementation of regional COVID-19 plans (co-
drafting, training implementors, coordination and drafting of materials in local languages). This technical assistance 
has enabled regional authorities to engage 1,053,198 people (82,604 in Amhara, 321,441 in Somali, 179,132 in 
SNNP, and 470,021 in Addis Ababa) on COVID prevention messages during this reporting period.   

▪ Audio and video messages focusing on children’s mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) have been 
produced in collaboration with Save the Children and shared with the Ethiopian Public Health Institute for final 
endorsement and immediate broadcast.   

 
Child Protection  
▪ In collaboration with IOM, UNICEF has registered, reported and referred 744 children to various child protection 

services (426 boys/181 girls3), including family tracing and reunification in quarantine sites and provided 1,541 

children, parents and primary caregivers with community-based mental health and psychosocial support in the past 

three weeks. 

▪ UNICEF Child Protection, WASH and Social Policy experts visited the Akaki shelter in Addis Ababa for mothers and 

children who formerly lived on the streets. The visit also provided a chance to test a gender-based violence reporting 

tool. They were accompanied by officials from the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (MoLSA) and the Protection 

Pillar lead of Emergency Operations Center/EPHI. The report is informing advocacy for that site and other sites 

planned for persons living and working on the street.  

▪ UNICEF undertook advocacy on preventing and mitigating institutionalization of children, including those living and 

working in street situations. Where there are no alternatives, minimum child protection, GBV and WASH standards 

need to be in place. Additionally, the numbers in such facilities should be kept to a minimum for prevention of 

transmission/spread of COVID-19 in large facilities.  

▪ UNICEF continues to support child returnees. UNICEF is closely cooperating with IOM on support to the migrant 

returnees, in particular drawing attention to the specific needs of unaccompanied girls and boys, especially for family 

tracing and reunification. 

▪ In Dire Dawa, UNICEF is working with IOM and social workers to do the vulnerability assessment and family tracing 

and reunification (FTR) for eight children among the 49 migrant returnees (all male) who were transferred from the 

quarantine site in Dire Dawa to Addis Ababa and placed at Addis Ababa University, Sidist Kilo Campus. The reason 

for their transfer is not yet identified.   

▪ With UNICEF support, social workers in SNNP conducted community awareness sessions on child protection and 

GBV issues as well as on the prevention and response of COVID -19 in Gedeb, Kochere and Yirga Chefe and two 

UNICEF-supported woredas that have a large number of children that are considered at risk and on the move.  

▪ In Benishangul - Gumuz, 55 children were released from detention centers (23 with their mothers and 22 offenders). 

UNICEF advocacy contributed to this outcome. The Bureau of Women, Children and Youth is following up on their 

specific needs with our support.  

Nutrition 
▪ UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Health to develop radio and TV scripts on promotion of safe child feeding and 

healthy diets in the context of COVID-19. 
▪ Fundraising is underway to meet pipeline breaks in SAM treatment supplies and the anticipated 15 per cent increase 

in the number of SAM cases from COVID-19 and the desert locusts by the end of 2020.  
▪ In Oromia, malnutrition screening is being carried out for returnees/deportees on their arrival in isolation centres.  
 

Education  
▪ UNICEF and the co-cluster lead Save the Children supported the Ministry of Education and relevant partners to 

develop a Costed Distance Learning Plan, with a focus on distance learning by radio that targets pre-primary/ 
primary and secondary school children. Re-programmed budgets will contribute to radio learning nationwide. 

 
3 We do not have sex disaggregated data for 162 children 

https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/coronavirus-disease-covid-19
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▪ Addis Ababa, Amhara, Dire Dawa, Gambella, Oromia and SNNP will be fully covered by UNICEF for 2-3 months 
and opportunities to cost share with Save the Children in Somali and Tigray regions are being explored. US$500,000 
is required to target Afar and Benishangul-Gumuz regions.    

 

Communication, Advocacy and Partnerships   
▪ UNICEF Ethiopia continues to produce content under three broad categories: (i) general prevention messages 

targeting the general public, (ii) specific messages highlighting UNICEF’s response and acknowledging the 
leadership of the government, the support of donors, and the collaboration of implementing partners; and (iii) human 
interest stories of service providers in the frontline of the response and service recipients, including children. 

▪ On April 24, Facebook listed UNICEF Ethiopia as a recognized source of information alongside Ministry of Health, 
Africa Centre of Disease Control and WHO; a first for UNICEF Ethiopia.   

▪ Inspiring stories of young people that are using this current crisis to make a difference for themselves and their 
families have been shared on the UNICEF website and social media channels. Better survive COVID-19 to realize 
my big dream, says Ethiopian child MP; and Ihsan Shafi, a 14 year old 8th grader pursue his passion while 
staying at home.  

▪ A handover ceremony of humanitarian supplies to the Ministry of Health, to support Government's COVID-19 
response, received a good media coverage and engagement on social media. The medical supplies for health 
workers arrived last week in Ethiopia and funded by DFID.  

▪ As COVID-19 pandemic continues, forcibly displaced children need more support than ever, a Joint Statement with 
UNHCR was aired on a number of local media, including radio and TV, highlighting the heightened risks as 
thousands of migrants return to Ethiopia amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

▪ UNICEF made 19 posts on Facebook, garnering 2,350,403 impressions and 80,089 engagements. On Twitter, the 
19 tweets posted on during the week garnered 118,000 impressions and 1, 888 engagements.  

Challenges  

▪ There are concerns regarding the critical shortage of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), sanitizers, and masks 
for health workers, social workers and aid workers. UNICEF is working with the Supply Division and local producers 
to diversify products and fast track deliveries.  These are directly needed not only for the treatment of the COVID-
19 cases, but also for ensuring the protection of the front line and essential workers who need to deliver health, 
nutrition services and social welfare services.  

▪ More social workers and MHPPS specialists are needed particularly at ports of entry outside Addis Ababa. The 
interface between the health system and social welfare and child protection system also needs to be strengthened.  
UNICEF with other partners continues to support joint assessment missions with respective line ministries, including 
the Bureau of Women, Children and Youth Affairs, and the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. Recommendations 
from these visits have informed a coordinated and holistic response.  

 

 

 

 

 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Adele Khodr  

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Representative 

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 5184001 

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: akhodr@unicef.org  

 

Michele Servadei 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Ethiopia   

Tel: +251 11 5184001  

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: mservadei@unicef.org  

Trevor Clark 

Chief-Field Operations and    

Emergency 

UNICEF Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 5184082 

Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: tclark@unicef.org 

https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/better-survive-covid-19-realize-my-big-dream-says-ethiopian-child-mp
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/better-survive-covid-19-realize-my-big-dream-says-ethiopian-child-mp
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/children-pursue-their-passion-while-staying-home
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/children-pursue-their-passion-while-staying-home
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1253236265006350336
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1251054173057101825
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-more-support-ever
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4 This one directional communication that includes the Ethio-telecom initiative that replaces ringtones with COVID-19 prevention messages and 
broadcast of COVID-19 prevention and control messages through local media channels (TVs, Radio) 
5 These refer to two-dimensional communication activities 
6 Facebook: 19 posts; 2,350,403 impressions; 80,089 engagements.  
7 Twitter: 19 tweets; 118,000 impressions; 1,888 engagements. 

 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results  
UNICEF and IPs 

Cluster/Sector 

Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020  

Target 

Total  

Results 

2020 

Refugee 

Target  

Total 

Refugee  

Results 

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results* 

A. Risk Communication and Community Engagement including social science  
Health           

# of people trained/oriented to 

sensitize the community on COVID-

19 prevention and control measures 

 5,000 - 1,000    

Number of people reached on 

COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services4 

 30,000,000 3,645,535 700,000    

C4D        

Number of people engaged on 

COVID-19 through RCCE actions5 
 2,500,000 437,500 300,000    

Communication, Advocacy and 

Partnerships 
       

Number of people reached on 

COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services, 

with a focus on social media 

engagement. 

 10,000,000 

9, 102,7806 

 

555,4217 

    

B. Infection Prevention and Control 

Health         

Number of healthcare facilities staff 

and community health workers 

provided with Personal Protective 

Equipment 

 10,000 0 1,500    

WASH        

Number of people reached with 

critical WASH supplies (including 

hygiene items) and services8  

 

 1,584,113 1,180,250 30,000 4,000   

Number of people with access to 

basic sanitation services 
 500,000 5,000 200,000    

Number of health care facilities with 

improved sanitation 
 1,000 27 15    

Prevent and address the secondary impact of the outbreak- minimize the human consequences of the outbreak 

Health        

Number of healthcare facility staff 

and community health workers 

trained in Infection Prevention and 

Control 

 550 0 50    

Education        

Number of  pre-primary and primary 

schools equipped with handwashing 

and school cleaning supplies 

 439 0 59    

Number of children supported with 

distance/home-based learning9 
 TBD 0 TBD    

Number of schools implementing 

safe school protocols 
 439 0 59    

Child Protection        

# of social workers supported with 

materials for self-care and 
 375 0 125    
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Annex B: Funding Status 

 

 

 
8  includes urban safety net beneficiaries with access to hygiene assets (soap, IEC materials etc) managed by the SPESI programme, funded by 

WASH 
9 Estimate based on % in each region 
10 the reported number is also included under WASH as this is a jointly funded/managed intervention  

messages on lifesaving / behaviour 

change messages on COVID-19 

# of child protection cases reported 

and referred (by type of service) 
 1,300 744 250    

Number of children without parental 

or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care 

arrangements 

 300 0 100    

Number of children, parents and 

primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and 

psychosocial support 

 3,000 1,541 1,000    

Nutrition        

Number of primary caregivers of 

children aged 0-23 months and 24-

59 months who received IYCF 

counselling through facilities and 

community platforms. 

 39,000 0 2,340    

Number of number children 6 to 59 

months affected by SAM admitted 

for treatment. 

 39,000 0 2,340    

SPESI  

Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-

19 with focus on children and 

women developed (y/n) 

  0     

Number of safety net beneficiaries 

reached with supplementary support 

to mitigate the effects of COVID-

1910 

TBC  0     

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition 2,269,000 2,902,598 - 633,598* 0 % 

Health 8,683,649 6,385,068   2,298,581 26% 

Wash 8,435,500 3,573,778 - 4,861,722 58% 

Child Protection 1,692,985 1,529,930 - 163,055 10% 

Education 4,402,126 1,607,434 - 2,794,692 63% 

C4D 2,181,656 1,508,120 - 673,536 31% 

SPESI 340,000 40,000 - 300,000 88% 

CAP 30,000 0 - 30,000 100% 

Coordination and 

Operational Costs  
0 1,160,683   0 0% 

Total 28,034,916 18,707,611 0 9,327,305 33% 


