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Epidemiological Overview1  

Ethiopia has confirmed 272 cases as of 14 May comprising 205 males (75 
per cent) and 67 females (25 per cent). The first case was confirmed on 
13 March, with the first fatality on 5 April. The first case in the Somali 
Region was confirmed on 25 April. So far, there are eight regions that 
have reported cases. There have been 108 recoveries and five deaths, 
with the most recent death reported on 9 May - a 65-year-old man from 
Addis Ababa who was undergoing intensive care treatment.  
 
Testing capacity has been expanded, and laboratory tests carried out on 
41,689 samples (lately up to 2,600 tests a day). As of May, 797 people 
were under mandatory 14-day quarantine and 8,100 people had been 
discharged from quarantine. 

 
Funding Overview  
UNICEF Ethiopia had planned its initial response needs at US$28 million that includes US$6 million for 300,000 
refugees for three months to support the government in health (largely procurement of essential supplies, including 
protective equipment and essential drugs but also support to the primary health care system), risk communication and 
community engagement (RCCE), access to water, basic sanitation and hygiene and secondary impacts across sectors 
such as education (remote learning and preparations for a future reopening of schools), nutrition (prevention and 

 
1 All data from EPHI daily sitreps No. 99-112, Minister of Health updates @lia_tadesse, WHO and Government of Ethiopia statements. See also 
https://www.covid19.et/covid-19/ , https://ethiocovid19.info/ and https://covid-19.epseth.com/country-region/Addis-Ababa/language/en  
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Highlights 
▪ The situation of children separated from their families and caregivers 
due to COVID-19 remains a major concern. In the past week, UNICEF has 
supported the reunification of 382 children with their parents or caregivers 
that were returning migrants held in quarantine centres. 

 
▪ Over the past week, UNICEF has been actively involved in 
communication activities to reduce the spread of COVID-19 which have 
reached 974,000 people in and around Addis Ababa through a mobile van 
promoting physical distancing and hygiene. 

 
▪ Following the development of a Costed Distance Learning Plan by the 
Ministry of Education and Regional Education Bureaus (REBs), with 
UNICEF and Save the Children support, seven regions are broadcasting 
radio and TV programs targeting an estimated 4.3 million primary and 
secondary school children (47 per cent are girls). 
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treatment of acute malnutrition) and child protection (case management, psychosocial support and interim care/family 
tracing and reunifications).  
 
UNICEF’s current response plan, covering this period until August 2020, has a 29 per cent funding gap. The Plan is 
currently being updated considering expected needs and will expand the relevant actions and budgets until the end of 
December 2020.  
 

Situation Overview 
 

Confirmed daily cases are increasing 
More cases have been confirmed in the first half of May (141 confirmed cases) than in all of March (26 confirmed cases) 
and April (105 confirmed cases) combined.2 In April, the highest number of cases confirmed on a single day was nine. 
By comparison, there have been two days with 29 cases confirmed on each day in May.3 
 

Risk of transmission across land borders 
Transmission of cases of COVID-19 in neighbouring countries poses risks for Ethiopia. With 50 per cent of confirmed 
cases linked to travel outside the country, land borders and points of entry are considered a particular source of 
vulnerability.  
 
Since 1 April 2020, 2,808 returnees have entered Ethiopia from Djibouti through Dire Dawa, 3,827 from Sudan through 
Metema, 1,958 from Somalia through Togowachale and Dollo, and 505 from Kenya through Moyale.4 These numbers 
of returnees at borders, coupled with the large caseload in the countries of origin, highlight the ongoing risks at points 
of entry. 
 

Preparedness and response actions 
 

Health  
UNICEF is currently completing the distribution of 28,800 face shields, 6,000 sets of protective coveralls and 1,062 pulse 
oximeters to the regions. These supplies will contribute to the significant gap in the required personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and key tools to measure oxygen concentration. Overall UNICEF has so far procured health supplies 
for a value of US$2.5 million and with US$2.5 million in pipeline. 
 
UNICEF continues to participate in the national and sub national Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) coordination 
platforms for COVID-19 response. At the federal level UNICEF is providing technical assistance that includes: 

• content development of modules on RCCE for health workers and health extension workers; 
• development of new messages to be disseminated by Ethio-telecom via a ring tone. The new messages will 

address gaps in information that have been identified in recent knowledge, attitude and behavior assessments 
and key questions being posed to the COVID-19 hotline numbers in the regions. Ethio-telecom estimates that 
its messages are reaching approximately 21 million people a day;   

• support to the coordination of regional RCCE teams by UNICEF consultants assigned to the Ethiopian Public 
Health Institute; and 

• deploying seven regional technical assistants to support regional RCCE efforts. These technical assistants are 
based in the Regional Health Bureaus to build Government capacity to deliver the regional Government risk 
communication plans. to the communities through the community health worker network. This includes building 
interpersonal communication skills to effectively deliver the communication messages to prevent COVID 19. 

 
Communication for Development  
UNICEF is supporting an initiative by the Ministry of Health to disseminate preventative messages on COVID-19 through 
mobile vans moving around the streets, marketplaces, taxi and bus terminals, condominiums, and quarantine sites. The 
messages focus on hygiene and physical distancing. Over 30 days, the mobile vans are estimated to have reached 
974,000 people in Addis Ababa and Oromia towns.  
 
A child-focused song on handwashing entitled ’10 kelal mengedoch’ has been aired through child focussed programming 
on television 16 times per day during the past two weeks. Produced in partnership with Save the Children, the song is 
estimated to have been watched by 9.2 million children and their caregivers nationally.  
 
In SNNP, awareness-raising and key messages on COVID-19 prevention and symptoms, as well as referral pathways 
for treatment, were disseminated house-to-house by UNICEF-supported social workers and handwashing 

 
2 https://covid19.caleb09.com/info?lang=en 
3 EPHI Daily Situation Report 111, 13 May 2020 
4 COVID-19 National Emergency Coordination Centre, 13 May 2020 update 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpX5kjotmSCWFnOADcLhQzg5RY6pvgKel
https://covid19.caleb09.com/info?lang=en
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demonstrations conducted. Approximately 2,298 community members (1,287 females) and 120 children were reached 
with these awareness-raising activities. 

WASH  
To date, 1.69 million people have been reached with critical WASH supplies including hygiene items out of an initial 

target of 1.58 million. As 41 per cent of households have no handwashing facility on their premises and 51 per cent 

have a hand washing facility but without soap or water, the provision of hygiene supplies is essential to ensuring that 

Ethiopians can maintain adequate hygiene and reduce the risk of COVID-19.5 

Through UNICEF support, streets in Yabelo and Surupa towns in Borena Zone, Oromia Region were sprayed with 

disinfectant. This is an important aspect of overall infection prevention and control. 

Child Protection  
Between 7 - 10 May, 146 children (94 girls) who were in quarantine centres in Addis Ababa were reunified with their 
families. Social workers recruited by the Addis Ababa Bureau of Women, Children and Youth Affairs (BoWCY) with 
UNICEF support conducted family tracing and accompanied the children to their families. A further 207 children (93 
girls) were reunified and reintegrated with families and communities in Amhara Region. UNICEF provided technical 
support in the tracing and reunification by sharing standard case management formats and mental health and 
psychosocial support tools translated in Amharic. In Tigray Region, 29 child migrants (9 boys and 20 girls) who had 
returned from the Middle East were reunified with their families.  
 
In Amhara, 131 community service workers recruited by UNICEF in four woredas were oriented on key COVID-19 
prevention messages and case management tools to support the follow-up and documentation of returnee migrant 
children.  
 
In Benishangul-Gumuz, 64 children in quarantine (31 boys and 33 girls) were provided mental health and psychosocial 
support by counsellors assigned to the quarantine sites by the BOLSA through UNICEF support. In Oromia, 557 children 
and parents and caregivers (326 children, 231 parents and primary caregivers) in quarantine centres and temporary 
shelters in Haromaya, Shashemene, Ciro and Moyale were provided with mental health and psychosocial counselling 
by social workers recruited through UNICEF support. The Somali Regional BoWCY distributed UNICEF-provided dignity 
kits to 375 girls and women currently quarantined at Jigjiga University.  

Education  
Following the development of a Costed Distance Learning Plan by the Ministry of Education and Regional Education 
Bureaus (REBs), with UNICEF and Save the Children support, seven regions are broadcasting radio and TV programs 
currently targeting an estimated 4.3 million primary and secondary school children (47 per cent are girls). Overall, the 
plan aims to reach over seven million children nationwide through radio and TV learning. 
 
In Amhara, UNICEF supported the REB to expand coverage of its daily radio education program for students in grades 
7 and 8. The Addis Ababa Education Bureau continued broadcasting home-based distance education for children using 
multiple channels such as radio, TV, and online social media platforms like Telegram, Facebook and Youtube. Dire 
Dawa’s education administration continued to reach children with radio and TV education in both urban and rural kebeles 
in the vicinity of the city. The Bureau is broadcasting six subjects in three languages (Amharic, Afan Oromo and Somali) 
for grades 1 to 8 using radio while also delivering TV education in three subjects for grades 7 and 8.  
 
In Oromia, the region with the largest school-aged population (over 9 million), the REB is using multiple ways of reaching 
children with education including radio education and regional government TV stations targeting students in grades 1 to 
6.  

 
In Gambella, the REB started broadcasting education radio programmes in English and two local languages last week 
to check the geographic coverage of the radio transmission and to sensitize parents and communities on home-based 
radio learning. Through UNICEF advocacy and technical support, the regional radio recording studio, which had been 
dormant for several months, is now functional. Radio script writers and producers for grades 1-7 are being provided with 
technical support by UNICEF to produce content, which will be broadcast over the coming weeks and months. 
 
The SNNPR REB, in partnership with UNICEF, has completed production of radio lessons for grades 5 and 6 students 
in English, Social Science, Integrated Science and Civics. In Tigray, an FM radio lesson, reported to have 80 per cent 
coverage in the region, is running for 14 hours every week targeted at primary and secondary school children. UNICEF 
and Save the Children provided financial support to the broadcasting. 
 

 

 
5 WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation, and Hygiene 



   

 

4 

 

Nutrition 
 
Key nutrition messages have been developed for COVID-19 and will be shared on UNICEF social media platforms. The 
guidelines for religious leaders and youth volunteers have also been updated to include nutrition messages in the context 
of COVID-19. 
 

Communication, Advocacy and Partnerships 
UNICEF Ethiopia’s advocacy and communication efforts in this reporting period focused on the importance of continuing 
education during COVID-19; and stressed the need to support the millions of mothers bringing a new life into the world 
amidst the outbreak on #MothersDay receiving 411,158 impressions and engaging 26,000 people through our Facebook 
and Twitter accounts. 
 
UNICEF staff and supporters have engaged and recorded themselves dancing to the Angelique Kidjo’s Pata official 
music video, which features dance moves and messages to support social distancing measures. Angelique Kidjo is a 
Goodwill Ambassador for UNICEF.  
  
UNICEF Ethiopia continues to produce content on prevention messages targeting the general public -
#PhysicalDistancing, timely reminders to use every day hygiene that stops the spread of infectious diseases and on tips 
to help children cope with the stress by making opportunities for them to play and relax, when possible. 
 
A news article by Thomson Reuters raised the alarm on rising numbers of child marriage in the Amhara Region and 

included a quote from the UNICEF Representative. Child marriage could be a negative coping mechanism by families 

facing poverty as a result of livelihood loss associated with COVID-19.   

 

Challenges  

Concerns regarding the critical shortage of PPE continue, particularly for volunteers and community workers who are 
conducting intensive interpersonal communication. UNICEF is working with its Copenhagen-based Supply Division and 
local producers to fast-track deliveries. PPE and infection prevention protocols are essential for ensuring the safety of 
front-line workers delivering health, nutrition and social welfare services.  
 

Ethiopia relies on imports of cereals (maize, rice and wheat), making the country susceptible to global supply chain 
disruptions emerging from COVID-19. This is being realised currently through the scarcity of trucks transporting food 
from the Djibouti port to Ethiopia due to spikes in demand.6 
 

 

  

 
6 WFP, Impact of COVID-19 outbreak on supply chains, 8 May 2020 
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Michele Servadei 
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Fax: +251 11 5511628 

Email: mservadei@unicef.org  

Trevor Clark 
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Tel: +251 11 5184082 

Fax: +251 11 5511628 
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https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1259789124652990470
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1259789124652990470
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1259465738940801024
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1259465738940801024
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xprciOSg4c
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1260442195695411207
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1260072624773890048
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1259845923104010241
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1259845923104010241
https://news.trust.org/item/20200514172721-h89d6/
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results  
UNICEF and IPs 

Cluster/Sector 

Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020  

Target 

Total  

Results 

2020 

Refugee 

Target  

Total 

Refugee  

Results 

2020 

Target 

Total 

Results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement including social science  
Health           

# of people trained/oriented to 

sensitize the community on COVID-

19 prevention and control measures 

 5,000 918 1,000    

Number of people reached on 

COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services7 

 30,000,000 14,179,582 700,000 -   

C4D        

Number of people engaged on 

COVID-19 through RCCE actions8 
 2,500,000 2,046,528 300,000    

Communication, Advocacy and 

Partnerships 
       

Number of people reached on 

COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services, 

with a focus on social media 

engagement 

 10,000,000 

13,030,0819 

 

700,89510 

 -   

Infection Prevention and Control 

Health         

Number of healthcare facilities staff 

and community health workers 

provided with Personal Protective 

Equipment 

 10,000 6,000 1,500 -   

WASH        

Number of people reached with 

critical WASH supplies (including 

hygiene items) and services11  

 1,584,113 1,688,750 30,000 32,000   

Number of people with access to 

basic sanitation services 
 500,000 32,300 200,000 0   

Number of health care facilities with 

improved sanitation 
 100 88 15 6   

Prevent and address the secondary impact of the outbreak- minimize the human consequences of the outbreak 

Health        

Number of healthcare facility staff 

and community health workers 

trained in Infection Prevention and 

Control 

 550 0 50 -    

Education        

Number of pre-primary and primary 

schools equipped with handwashing 

and school cleaning supplies 

 439 0 59 -    

Number of children supported with 

distance/home-based learning12 
 6,737,975   4,351,296  29,542 - -    

 
7 This one directional communication that includes the Ethio-telecom initiative that replaces ringtones with COVID-19 prevention messages and 
broadcast of COVID-19 prevention and control messages through local media channels (TVs, Radio) 
8 This refer to two-dimensional communication activities 
9 Reach: On Facebook- 21 posts,334,458 impressions; Twitter – 16 tweets;76,700 impressions; (6 - 12 May 2020** due to the options to retrieve 

data on Facebook and Twitter  7 days, 14 days, 21 days, and 28 days, there may be some overlaps with last week’s report, that went to 7 May) 
10 Engagement: Facebook 25,867 engaged Twitter - 767 engagements (6 - 12 May 2020) 
11 This includes urban safety net beneficiaries with access to hygiene assets (soap, IEC materials etc) managed by the SPESI programme, funded 
by WASH 
12 UNICEF contributes to achieving this reach.  
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Number of schools implementing 

safe school protocols 
 439 0 59    

Child Protection        

# of social workers supported with 

materials for self-care and messages 

on lifesaving / behaviour change 

messages on COVID-19 

 375 17213 125 16    

# of child protection cases reported 

and referred (by type of service) 
 1,300     115914 250 17   

Number of children without parental 

or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care 

arrangements 

 300 86215 100 -    

Number of children, parents and 

primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and 

psychosocial support 

 3,000 6,09816 1,000 -    

Nutrition        

Number of primary caregivers of 

children aged 0-23 months and 24-

59 months who received IYCF 

counselling through facilities and 

community platforms 

 39,000 24,696 2,340 27   

Number of number children 6 to 59 

months affected by SAM admitted 

for treatment 

 39,000 2,026 2,340 5   

SPESI  

Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-

19 with focus on children and 

women developed (y/n) 

  0  -   

Number of social safety net 

beneficiaries reached with 

supplementary support to mitigate 

the effects of COVID17 

 584,113 584,113  -   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13 During this reporting period, 17 social workers in Benishangul-Gumuz, 5 social workers in Oromia and 131 community service workers in Amhara 
regions were sensitized to prevention messages for COVID-19 and customized case management tools and provided with PPE to provide services 
to affected children.  
14 66 children (17 children in BG, 14 children in SNNP and 22 children in Oromia and 13 children in Tigray regions) were referred to medical, legal 
and psychosocial services. The service provided are based on the COVID-19 adjusted tools. 17 children in BG are from refugee camps.  
15 353 child migrant returnees (207 in Bahir Dar quarantine center in Amhara region and 146 in Addis Ababa University at Sidist Kilo quarantine 
center) received reunification and alternative care support.  
16 756 children and parents/care givers (32 in Amhara, 557 in Oromia, 64 in BG and 103 in SNNPR) were reached through  COVID-19 adjusted 
MHPSS messages       
17 This result is captured under WASH but is represented here to illustrate the total number of social safety net beneficiaries reached. The support 
provided included access to hygiene assets (soap, IEC materials etc).  
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Annex B: Funding Status 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Reprogrammed $ % 

Nutrition 2,269,000 572,302 2,525,352 0 0% 

Health 8,683,649 5,143,068 1,242,000 2,298,581 26% 

Wash 8,435,500 2,886,821 686,957 4,861,722 58% 

Child Protection 1,692,985 572,302 1,082,305 38,378 2% 

Education 4,402,126 1,062,984 728,945 2,610,197 59% 

C4D 2,181,656 1,508,120 0 673,536 31% 

SPESI 340,000 0 738,822 0 0% 

CAP 30,000 0 0 30,000 100% 

PE 0 1,160,683 0 0 0% 

Total 28,034,916 12,906,281 7,004,381 8,124,254 29% 

 


