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UNICEF Response with partners 

INDICATORS 

UNICEF 2018 SECTOR 2018 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

SECTOR 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Nutrition: Number of children 
under 5 with SAM admitted to 
therapeutic feeding programmes 

60,000 
Not 

available* 
70,000 

Not 
Available* 

Health: Number and % of people 
treated for cholera 

400 
(100 %) 

0 
(100 %) 

400 
(100%) 

0 
(100%) 

WASH: Number of affected 
people accessing a minimum of 
7.5 liters of clean and safe water 
per person per day 

 

200,000 

 

3,000 

 

302,000 

 

 

3,000 

 

Child Protection: Number of 
children and adolescents 
benefitting from critical Child 
Protection services 

100,000 5,974 170,000 5,974 

Education: Number of children 
benefitting from Education in 
Emergencies support 

200,000 6,883 450,000 6,883 

C4D: Number of children and 
adolescents benefiting from 
peace, social mobilization and 
life skills education 

150,000 10,251 n/a n/a 

*CMAM results will be included in the next report. 

 

Highlights 

• 560 children and adolescents living and working in the streets, 42 girls 
and 518 boys, have been arbitrarily arrested and detained since 
December 2017. All of them have been released following joint advocacy 
efforts from UNICEF and partners. 

• About 8093 Congolese, more than half children, have fled increased 
fighting in South Kivu (DR Congo) for the Provinces of Rumonge and 
Nyanza-Lac in Burundi. The Humanitarian Country Team, under the 
leadership of UNCHR, is providing urgent assistance. An additional influx 
of 7,000 people is expected by the end of April 2018. 

• UNICEF Burundi is facing a serious funding shortfall, with only 7 per cent 
of 2018 HAC funding available. Without additional funds, UNICEF will 
not be able to address the essential needs of children and women in 
Burundi. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

1,9 million 
Number of children in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

3,6 million 
Number of people in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

396,173 
Population seeking asylum in 

neighboring countries 
(UNHCR, January 2018) 

 

 175,936 
Internally displaced people in 18 
provinces (IOM, January 2018) 

 

 

Carry forward: 
US$ 1,78 m 

Funding
Received : US$ 
6 K

Funding 
gap: US$    
24,2 m

Carry forward

Funds received

Funding gap

2018 funding 
requirement:      

US$ 26 m

Reporting Period: January – Febuary 2018 

Refugees from the DR Congo waiting on the beach in Burundi 
to be granted asylumshelters. 
Photo © UNICEF Burundi/2018/G.Hunt 

Funding Status 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
The sociopolitical situation in Burundi continues to deteriorate and exacerbate movement of population and 
humanitarian needs. A total of 396,173 refugees, the majority of whom children (54.6 per cent), have found 
refuge in neighboring countries (mainly in Tanzania, Rwanda, DRC and Uganda), a slight increase of 5,281 
people since the last report in December 2018.  The number of internally displaced people (IDPs) registered in 
eighteen provinces continues to decrease and stands now at 175,936 of which 58 per cent are children (IOM, 
January 2018). The UNHCR-led repatriation is proceeding as planned with 13,104 people (including 7,338 
children) returning to Burundi from September to February 2018. An estimated 57,000 people have also 
spontaneously returned. 

8,093 Congolese have arrived in Rumonge and Nyanza-Lac Provinces following the surge of violence in Eastern 
DRC since the end of January. Two thirds of these refugees have now been transferred to five transit centers 
and have been provided assistance from UNHCR and partners, including UNICEF. About one third of the 
Congolese recently arrived have remained in host communities and have not requested refugee status. In 
addition, 1,441 Burundians have also returned from DRC.  A planning figure of an additional 15,000 people has 
been agreed by the interagency coordination task-force, led by the UNHCR for a 3 months’ period.  

UNHCR has carried out a screening of 500 children inside the transit centers. 2.6 per cent are severely 
malnourished and the global malnutrition rate (GAM) reaches 14.6. These children have been treated and 
UNICEF continues to monitor closely the situation with UNHCR to cover any gap.  

On a positive note, Burundi has had no reported case of cholera case since the end of October 2017. Two 
suspected cases among those coming from DRC were confirmed negative.  

In addition, the measures implemented by the Health and C4D partners in response to the malaria epidemic in 
2017 continue to have a positive impact, with a sharp decrease of malaria cases and deaths these last three 
months. According to the Ministry of Health (MoH) data, the cumulative number of malaria cases reported 
during the first six weeks of 2018 is 634,599 cases with 287 deaths, which is half the cases reported for the same 
period in 2017 (1,285,696 cases and 577 deaths). Despite the encouraging trend, the fight against malaria 
remains a priority for the Health Sector. 

  
 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
UNICEF actively participates in the UN Country Team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, which leads the 
strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, 
Nutrition, Education sectors as well as the Child Protection sub-cluster and co-leads the Health sector.  

UNICEF has, through the Child Protection sub sector, supported the national training of social workers on case 
management and setting up of the National Case Management Joint Team, and the development of the 
related 2018 action plan for social work case management. 

A CERF concept note developed by UNHCR, WFP, UNFPA and UNICEF has been approved by the CERF 
Secretariat for a budget ask of US$ 2.35 million. Project proposals will be submitted by the respective agencies 
by 2 March 2018 to support 15,000 refugees in host communities and transit centers for a period of 3 months. 
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Humanitarian Strategy 
In light of the urgent needs identified in the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), UNICEF launched the 
2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) for a budget ask of US$ 26 million, to continue supporting the 
survival and protection of children and women in Burundi.  
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 

Child Protection 
The child protection environment in Burundi continues to deteriorate as the social and economic situation is 
worsening. Children are facing combination of protection challenges, with concerns over the number of: 
children living and working in streets, and children dropping out of school. Around 5,0001 children repatriated 
from Tanzania and more than 3000 children refugees from DRC are in need of support, including to access to 
reintegration opportunities. In the current context, all these children face significant protection risks of 
violence, abuse and exploitation including trafficking, sexual exploitation and recruitment by armed groups.  

During the reporting period, UNICEF contributed to the emergency response for 1,200 children from DRC, 
including temporary care, psychosocial support to separated children and recreational activities for affected 
children in the transit sites of Rumonge and Nyanza Lac. 

UNICEF also continued to support community based interventions including Child Protection Committees, 
child friendly spaces (CFS) and voluntary foster families to reinforce prevention and response to child 
protection concerns in Burundi. As a result, 51 child CFS, in place since 2017, have been maintained in 
Bujumbura Mairie, Rumonge and Makamba. In total 3,647 children (2,239 boys and 150 girls) have enrolled in 
CFS activities including psychosocial support, documentation of special protection cases and referrals. 563 
children (403 boys and 160 girls) have been reunified with their families or provided alternative arrangement 
while 1060 children (686 boys and 374 girls) have benefited from appropriate support including 11 cases of GBV 
identified and referred to appropriate services through collaboration between GBV partners. 

A revision of the national criminal code in December 2018 
criminalizes begging in Burundi.  To date, 560 children and 
adolescents (42 girls and 518 boys) have been arbitrarily 
arrested and detained. 257 children (18 girls and 239 boys) 
from January to February 15. Children were kept in police cells 
together with adults in very poor hygiene conditions and 
limited access to food and water. Following UNICEF and 
partners’ advocacy, children were released, provided 
temporary care and were reintegrated with their families. 214, 
including 66 girls and 148 boys, coming from others provinces 
were provided emergency shelter by UNICEF funded partners 
and after appropriate documentation, were reunified with 
their families.  

 As a contingency measure, in the event of escalation of arrests and detention of a high number of children, 
involving the police forces, UNICEF supported the training of 156 volunteers (99 male and 57 female) of the 
Burundian Red Cross, to be deployed to provide support to affected children where social workers’ intervention 
may not be safe or possible. 

UNICEF has extended its partnership with FENADEB (Federation des Organisations de Defense des Droits des 
Enfants au Burundi) for the monitoring of violations of children rights in Burundi. The partnership also covers 
monitoring of returnees and repatriated children, including protection and access to available services in the 
communities of return. To increase coverage and capacity, UNICEF has supported the training of 106 newly 
identified FENADEB monitors (54 male and 52 female) who will contribute to improving the monitoring and 
follow-up of cases. 

                                                        
1 Total repatriation number is 13,104 with 56 per cent under 18.  The estimation of 5000 does not include young children.  

Street children in a drop in center, Bujumbura 
Photo © UNICEF Burundi/J.Haro 
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Health and Nutrition 

CMAM data for 2018 is not available yet. However, the CMAM program extension is effective with 418 nutrition 
health facilities offering the service (53 percent coverage with 365 Health centers and 43 District Hospitals). 
The CMAM programme by MoH, quality of care and availability of RUTF stocks at district and Health centers 
level are closely monitored. A joint visit was organized in February with MoH, UNICEF and USAID-FFP which is 
one of the main Nutrition donors. In 2018, the RUTF supply chain will continue to be strengthened as will the 
capacity of staff at all levels to maintain the quality of care.  

The latest CMAM report from 2017 indicated that a total of 59,168 SAM were admitted and treated in 2017, 
exceeding the expected caseload by 9,000 cases (117 per cent of program coverage). Despite this high level of 
admissions, quality of care remains within standards with a cured rate of 87per cent, defaulter rate at 4,5per 
cent, death rate 3,5 per cent and non-respondent at 4,6 per cent for both Inpatient and out patients program. 
Peaks in the number of cases were correlated with the lean seasons (March-April and November). This high 
level of admission is in accordance with the deterioration of the nutrition situation and confirmed by MIRA and 
post MIRA that were conducted in October and November 2017.  The National Nutrition SMART survey is now 
on-going under the leadership of the National Statistics Institute with disaggregation down to the district level. 
Preliminary Results should be available in March/April 2018. 

 

Similarly, the results of the Mother and Child Health Week mass-campaign event in December 2017 were made 
available. A total of 1,328,343 children aged 6-59 months were supplemented in Vitamin A (80.4 per cent 
coverage). In addition, 4,230,940 children aged 1-14 years and 251,353 pregnant women in the second and third 
quarters of their pregnancy were dewormed (100 per cent coverage).  

 

WASH 

During this reporting period, UNICEF provided essential WASH services to the refugees from DRC, including 
access to drinking water via a surface water treatment unit in the transit site of Makombe. Nearly 3,000 people 
among which 1,800 children and 600 women benefited from water trucking and hygiene promotion messages 
and 95 households benefited from non-food item distribution in the transit site. Thirty gender segregated 
latrines equipped with hand washing facilities and twenty showers were constructed and are fully functional. 

The major challenge remains the promotion of good hygiene behaviour to prevent water-borne diseases as 
refugees come from areas where diarrhoeal disease and cholera are wide-spread. There were no cases of 
cholera reported and UNICEF and partners remains extremely vigilant to ensure that key health and hygiene 
messages reach all families in host communities, including refugees, internally displaced people and returnees. 

To generate evidence, a diagnosis of infrastructure and school equipment was recently conducted nationwide 
by the Ministry of Education, with the support of UNICEF. This diagnosis shows that only 25 per cent of public 
schools have water throughout the year, which means that 74% of public schools need improved access to 
drinking water.  In terms of sanitation the ratio pupils / latrine cabin in public schools is of 62. In addition, 79 
per cent of schools have unhygienic latrines and only 9 per cent of public schools have handwashing facilities 
with soap and water. As for waste management, it is not yet systematic, out of 53% of public schools with 
waste management facilities, only 24 per cent use these facilities correctly. 

 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

Following the influx of 8,093 Refugees from South Kivu in Rumonge and Nyanza-lac, two rapid assessments 
were carried out, which included meetings with refugees, the governor of Rumonge province, UN agencies, 
NGO partners, visiting temporary shelters and the arrival beaches.  UNICEF provided technical C4D support to 
the UNHCR-led response on specific social and behaviour change communication approaches and techniques, 
to prevent a cholera outbreak, lower the risk of child and family separation and to protect vulnerable children.  
Child protection was a critical topic due to the large numbers of children that arrived, often unaccompanied.   
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The Ministry of Communication, Information and Education (CIEP) and UNICEF produced radio shows and 
spots that highlight prevention of malaria and cholera, targeting refugees in reception centres and host 
communities.  

Even though the general decrease of malaria cases, the rainy season usually results in reported cases, during 
the first six weeks of the year has averaged about 105,500 cases per week, or cumulatively 634,599 malaria 
cases.2  In conjunction with radio programming there have been community outreach efforts in the areas 
where the Ministry of Health has asked UNICEF to intervene, specifically in the provinces of Mwaro and Bururi.  
The 28,905 people (10,964 females >18; 7,690 males >18; girls 5,500; boys 4,751) were reached through 
religious leaders, opinion leaders, a Mothers’ Union and school teachers.  They assured that long-lasting 
insecticide treated malaria bed-nets were hung and conducted awareness sessions throughout the community 
on preventing mosquito bites and the treatment of malaria.   

 

Education  

Access to learning opportunities for of out-of-school children remains a major concern and challenge in 
Burundi, especially for children on the move, including 29,300 refugees, 33,400 returnees, and 80,300 internally 
displaced. There are currently more than 450,000 children out of school. (HNO 2018). 

As part of the return and reintegration education response, UNICEF and the Ministry of Education (MoE) 
completed a rapid assessment of these children in five provinces, Gitega, Kirundo, Muyinga, Ruyigi and 
Makamba, which have a high level of returnees from neighbouring countries, in addition to internally displaced 
children, to support their integration/reintegration in schools. In addition, the MoE issued a Ministerial Order 
instructing Provincial and Communal Directors of Education to welcome and facilitate the placement of these 
children in schools in their respective administrative areas. 

During this reporting period, a total of 6,883 (3,503 girls) benefited from education in emergency services. 

In partnership with three NGOs, UNICEF provided support to 2,770 children (1,107 girls and 1,063 boys), to 
pursue their schooling through the distribution of learning materials and a catch-up programme to facilitate 
school readiness and reintegration to 600 (306 girls) children from Makamba, including internally displaced, 
returnees and refugees. 

As of February 2018, there were more than 208 newly destroyed classrooms in 105 schools due to flooding and 
landslides, preventing around 15,000 children from pursuing their schooling. UNICEF provided construction 
material to support the rehabilitation of 18 classrooms benefiting 1,343 (674 girls) children in the provinces of 
Ruyigi and Bujumbura Rural. In addition, UNICEF is building 10 new classrooms in Rumonge to allow children 
affected by the recent flooding to return to school and learn in adequate learning conditions. 

UNICEF prepositioned emergency supplies (274 school in-a-box) in the warehouse of the Ministry of education 
to accelerate the emergency response for students affected by flooding and other natural disasters during this 
rainy season to support at least 15,000 children. 2,170 (1,107 girls) children already received schools’ supplies. 

 
Social Policy 
Despite the ongoing worsening economic context, the Government’s 2018 State Budget increased by 4.82 per 
cent, from 2017 to 2018, to 1,432 billion Burundian Francs (817.2 million US Dollars[1]). The 2018 budget 
remains 9.4 per cent lower compared to 2015’s pre-crisis allocations. According to the Budget analysis, the 
level of dependency on external resources has decreased compared to last year: 27.3 per cent in 2018 vs 28.4 
per cent in 2017. In addition, the total allocations to most social sector Ministries have slightly increased, 
except for the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Water and Environment. More specifically in Health, 
following UNICEF’s advocacy efforts, the allocations to Performances Based Financing (PFB) and Vaccines 
have increased respectively 11 and 32 per cent compared to 2017.  
 

Funding as of February 2018, in line with HAC 2018 

                                                        
2 Direction du Système National D'Information Sanitaire, Ministère de la Santé Publique et de la Lutte contre le Sida, Burundi. 
[1] 1 USD = 1751.872 BIF (Official UN Exchange Rate, 1 January 2018) 
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In 2018, UNICEF Burundi is appealing for US$ 26 million. The funding available to date stands at US$ 1,782,684 
(7 per cent funded) which includes the funding received in this current appeal year as well as the carry-over 
from the previous year. Without additional funding, UNICEF will not be able to address the essential needs of 
over 2 million women and children in a context of heightened vulnerability, epidemics, food insecurity and 
children malnutrition, recurrent floods and displacement - all of which require timely and adequate funds. 
 

 
 
Next SitRep: 30 April 2018 
 
 

 

 

Appeal Sector 
HAC 2018 

Requirement
s 

Funds Available 

Funding Gap Funds 
Received 

Carry-Forward 
Funds from 2017 $ % 

Nutrition 7,000,000 0 117,118 6,882,882 98% 

Health 5,000,000 0 49,888 4,950,111 99% 

Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene (WaSH) 

6,000,000 0 29,416 5,970,584 99% 

Child protection 4,000,000 0 1,084,405 2,915,595 72% 

Education 3,000,000 6,881 349,898 2,643,221 88% 

Communication for 
Development  

500,000 0 0 0 100% 

Sector Coordination 500,000 0 145,078 354,922 61% 

Total 26,000,000 6,881 1,775,803 24,217,316 93% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jeremy Hopkins 
Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 
Email: jhopkins@unicef.org 

 
 

Sophie Leonard  
Deputy Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2029 
Email: sleonard@unicef.org 
 

Nathalie F. Hamoudi 
Chief Emergency 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2014 
Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018 

 
*CMAM results will be included in the next report. 

 
 
 

 

 

                                                        
 

2017 UNICEF Burundi 

Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

2017 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Number of affected people 
accessing a minimum of 7.5 liters of 
clean and safe water per person per 
day 

 

302,000 

 

3,000 

 

3,000 200,000 3,000 

 

3,000 

Number of affected people provided 
with hygiene supplies and 
information on good hygiene 
practices 

648,589 3,000 

 
3,000 

350,000 3,000 

 

3,000 

EDUCATION  

Number of children benefitting from 
Education in Emergencies support 

450,000 6,883 
 

6,883 
200,000 6,883 

6,883 

Number of teachers trained in 
Education in Emergencies 

3,500 40 
 

40 
3,300 40 

 
40 

HEALTH  

Number and % of people treated for 
cholera 

400: 100% 0: 100% 
0 

400: 100% 0: 100% 
0 

Number of children under 15, and 
pregnant women reached with 
essential drugs 

1,000,000 
 

0 
 

 
0 

1,000,000 
 

0 
 

 
0 

NUTRITION  

Number of children aged 6 to 59 
months assessed for acute 
malnutrition through mass-
screening3 

700,000 
Not 

available* 

 
0 

600,000 
Not 

Available* 

 
0 

Number of children under 5 with 
SAM admitted to therapeutic 
feeding programmes 

70,000 0 
 

0 60,000 0 
 

0 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of children and adolescents 
benefitting from critical Child 
Protection services 

170,000 5,974 
 

5,974 100,000 5,974 
 

5,974 

Number of vulnerable children 
having daily access to care and 
psychosocial support through the 
establishment of 50 child-friendly 
spaces/centers 

60,000 3,647 

 
 

3,647 50,000 3,647 

 
 

3,647 

C4D  

Number of children and adolescents 
benefiting from peace, social 
mobilization and life skills education 

  
 

150,000 10,251 
 

10,251 


