
UNICEF Burundi Situation Report    January-June 2018     
 

1 

 Burundi 
   

Humanitarian 
Situation Report 

 
 
 

  
  

 
UNICEF Response with partners 

 
 

                                                        
i Nutrition data is as at end of May; next update from the Ministry of Health will be shared in the August SitRep. 

INDICATORS 

UNICEF 2018 SECTOR 2018 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

SECTOR 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Nutrition: Number of children 
under 5 with SAM admitted to 
therapeutic feeding programmes 

60,000 24,637 70,000 24,637i 

Health: Number and % of people 
treated for cholera 

400 
(100 %) 

0 
(100 %) 

400 
(100%) 

0 
(100%) 

WASH: Number of affected 
people accessing a minimum of 
7.5 litres of clean and safe water 
per person per day 

 

200,000 

 

 

21,255 

 

 

302,000 

 

 

29,988 

 

Child Protection: Number of 
children and adolescents 
benefitting from critical Child 
Protection services 

100,000 39,361 170,000 39,361 

Education: Number of children 
benefitting from Education in 
Emergencies support 

200,000 7,721 450,000 7,721 

C4D: Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from 
peace, social mobilization and 
life skills education 

150,000 12,003 n/a n/a 

Highlights 

• From January to June 2018, 39,361 children (12,810 girls; 26,551 boys) 
accessed critical protection services, including temporary emergency 
shelter, psychosocial support, release from detention, family tracing 
and reunification, medical support, as well as access to education and 
reintegration opportunities. 

• A total of 24,637 children with severe acute malnutrition (12,813 girls; 
11,824 boys) were admitted and treated in 418 UNICEF-supported 
health facilities (Ministry of Health, May 2018). 

• UNICEF Burundi is facing a serious funding shortfall, with only 13 per 
cent of 2018 HAC funding available. Without additional funding, 
UNICEF will not be able to address the essential needs of the children 
and women of Burundi. 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

1.9 million 
Number of children in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

3.6 million 
Number of people in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

396,509 
Population seeking asylum in 

neighboring countries 
(UNHCR, 31 May 2018) 

 

 187,026 
Internally displaced people in 18 

provinces (IOM, June 2018) 

 

Reporting Period: Mid-Year Review January-June 2018 

A child receives 
vaccine during the 
Mother and Child 
Health Week in 
Kayanza. 
Credit:  © UNICEF 
Burundi//2018/ G. 
Kaneza 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  

The socio-political situation remains precarious and continues to fuel the movement of populations, while 
increasing humanitarian needs. A total of 396,509 refugees, half of whom are children (49 per cent), have 
found refuge in neighbouring countries, mainly in Tanzania, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) and Uganda (UNHCR 31 May 2018). The number of internally displaced people (IDPs) registered in 18 
provinces has increased, due to displacements caused by flooding and is currently 187,026, of which 60 per 
cent are children (IOM, June 2018). Furthermore, since the end of January 8,093 Congolese refugees arrived 
in Rumonge and Nyanza-Lac Provinces following violence in Eastern DRC. Two thirds of the refugees were 
transferred to five transit centres and received assistance from UNHCR, UNICEF and partners. 

On 28 March 2018, a new tripartite agreement was signed between the Government of Burundi, the 
Government of Tanzania and UNHCR to continue supporting the voluntary repatriation of 72,000 Burundians 
from Tanzania in 2018. Since September 2017, 30,164 people have been repatriated to Burundi (UNHCR, June 
2018). An est imated 60,000 people have also spontaneously returned. 

The referendum on the constitution changes took place on 17 May 2018. The voting process was well 
organised and no major security incidents occurred during the vote. On 21 May, the National Independent 
Electoral Commission (CENI) declared amendments to the constitution approved by a vote of 73.26 per cent.  

There has been a sharp decrease in malaria cases and deaths since the beginning of the year due to increased 
efforts of health partners and donors contributing to the Malaria Response Plan. According to the Ministry of 
Health (MoH), the cumulative number of malaria cases reported during the first 24 weeks of 2018 is 2,378,081 
cases with 1,164 deaths, which is 44 per cent lower than the number of cases reported for the same period in 
2017 (4,221,295 cases and 1,891 deaths). Despite the encouraging epidemiological trend, the fight against 
malaria remains a priority for the Health sector. UNICEF continues to support the MoH in closely monitoring 
the situation of malaria and other diseases like cholera and Ebola. 
 

 

 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

UNICEF actively participates in the UN Country Team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, which lead the 
strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, 
Nutrition and Education sectors, as well as the Child Protection sub-cluster and co-leads the Health sector.  

UNHCR, WFP, UNFPA and UNICEF received much needed funding from the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) for a total of US$ 2.35 million to support 15,000 refugees from DRC, in host communities and 
transit centres until June 2018. Funding remains a major constraint in Burundi, with only 14 per cent of the 
Humanitarian Response Fund (HRP) funded. The UNCT is advocating to be considered for the next round of 
the underfunded CERF funding allocation. 
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Humanitarian Strategy  

In light of the urgent needs identified in the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), UNICEF launched 
the 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) with a budget request of US$ 26 million, to continue 
supporting the survival and protection of children and women in Burundi.  

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Health and Nutrition 
In the first half of 2018, the coverage of community management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) has 
increased, with 53 per cent of health facilities offering Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) services. Between 
January and May 2018, 24,637 children affected with SAM (12,813 girls and 11,824 boys) were admitted and 
treated in 418 health facilities supported by UNICEF. Amongst them, 1,535 SAM cases were treated in 
inpatient facilities (IPF) and 23,102 SAM cases in outpatient therapeutic programmes (OTP). Comparative 
analysis of data from District Health Information System (DHIS2) shows that the trend in SAM admission in 
2018 has similarities to 2016 and 2017, but is significantly higher than the number of cases observed in 2015.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite high levels of SAM admissions, the quality of care remains within standards, with a cure rate of 89 
per cent, defaulter and death rates at 4 per centii and non-respondent rate at 3 per cent for both inpatient and 
outpatient programmes. Following the arrival of more refugees from the DRC, UNICEF received funds from 
the CERF to strengthen CMAM services in Rumonge province; 36 health providers from 18 health facilities 
were trained on the national CMAM protocol.  

UNICEF and Programme National Intégré pour l'Alimentation et la Nutrition (PRONIANUT) are conducting 
joint supervision of outpatient and inpatient centres, with the support of a national CMAM pool of trainers. 
To date, at least eight centres (inpatient and outpatient) have been visited in each of the 46 Health Districts 
and formative supervision sessions were organized in 368 out of the 418 nutrition centres (88 per cent). 

To quantify the nutrition situation of children, a national Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief 
and Transitions (SMART) nutrition survey was conducted in February-March 2018 jointly with Institut de 
Statistiques et d'Etudes Economiques du Burundi (ISTEEBU) and PRONIANUT/MoH with the support of 
UNICEF and WFP funded by USAID/FFP. The results indicate that 11 out of 46 Health Districts are at risk of 
global acute malnutrition. Stunting rates exceed 50 per cent in 43 out of the 46 rural Health Districts. As part 
of the response to high levels of chronic malnutrition, UNICEF supported the training of 513 community 
health workers (CHW) in charge of implementing a multi-sectoral infant and young child feeding (IYCF) and 
home nutrition fortification programme with a Multiple Micronutrient Powder (MNP) package to reinforce 
the resilience of children and prevent growth retardation.  

                                                        
ii This is due to the small number of admissions in Muramvya, Murore, Bubanza, and Bujumbura Mairie districts. These results also 
reflect the fact that many children do not receive appropriate care due to the lack of health workers, especially at night in the 
hospitals. UNICEF and WHO have planned to update the training modules to include the 2015 WHO recommendations.    
 

Source: DHIS2/MoH, June 2018 
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Following the outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in the DRC in May, with the support of WHO and key 
health partners, the MoH updated its Ebola preparedness and response plan. UNICEF will continue to support 
the MoH in implementing the plan, which has an estimated cost of US$ 2,021,064.  

Following a formal request from the MoH, UNICEF has purchased US$ 1,340,790 worth of essential medicines 
and health products to avoid a stock-out and cover the country’s children needs for the next three months.  

WASH 
During the first half of 2018, UNICEF provided essential WASH services to 24,812 people, including 3,000 
Congolese refugees (1,370 children, 840 women) in Rumonge province.  

In partnership with the Burundian Red Cross (BRC), UNICEF delivered drinking water through water trucking, 
distributed hygiene supplies, promoted good hygiene practices, built 50 gender segregated WASH facilities 
(30 latrines and 20 showers) and installed a water treatment unit in the transit site of Makombe. 

The resettlement of refugees from the DRC in host communities has placed an additional burden on limited 
existing water and sanitation infrastructures. To reduce the tension and risk of community violence 
associated with the lack of access to WASH services, using CERF funding, UNICEF and its partner Action 
Intégrée pour le Développement et la protection de l’Environnement (AIDE) rehabilitated the water supply 
network of Mukungu and Rubindi, in Nyanza Lake Commune, in Makamba Province, by connecting and thus 
providing water to five schools and one health centre.  It is estimated that 17,172 people (6,942 female and 
10,230 male) benefited from this intervention, including 1,000 refugees living in host communities and 4,241 
pupils (2,171 girls and 2,070 boys).   

AIDE has also trained the 120 members of the 24 water point management committees to ensure the 
sustainability of the rehabilitated water supply network and organized activities for the 17,172 beneficiaries of 
the rehabilitated network to raise awareness about key hygiene practices and safe water storage. To prevent 
waterborne disease outbreaks, support cholera preparedness and strengthen the response plans in the 26 
hills of the Nyanza Lake Commune, UNICEF and AIDE trained 54 natural leaders on essential family practices, 
delivered key messages on cholera prevention, and organized focus groups discussions.  

UNICEF and BRC also responded to the floods in Gatumba and Buterere with the distribution of non-food 
items (jerry cans, buckets and aquatabs), spraying of households with chlorine for disinfection and the 
promotion of key hygiene messages to 4,445 affected people (2,414 children; 1,036 women; 995 men). In 
addition, UNICEF and the BRC also supported the relocation of IDPs from the temporary sites of Cashi and 
Gitaza to Kigwena, providing access to safe water, through water trucking and the setting up of two bladders 
of 10,000 litres.   

Child Protection 
Between January and June 2018, 39,361 children (12,810 girls; 26,551 boys) accessed critical protection 
services, including temporary emergency shelter, psychosocial support (10,145 girls; 19,973 boys), release 
from detention (356 girls; 1,116 boys), family tracing and reunification (1,334 girls; 2,759 boys), medical 
supportiii, as well as access to education and reintegration opportunities (210 girls; 662 boys). 

UNICEF, partners and key child protection actors provided emergency assistance, including shelter, food, 
medical care, documentation, family tracing and reunification services to 1,112 street children (17 girls) who 
were picked up and kept in custody between April and June, as part of the Government’s campaign against 
street begging and children living in the streets.   

In response to the influx of refugees from the DRC, UNICEF opened six new Child Friendly Spaces in 
Rumonge and Makamba Provinces and provided 30,118 children (10,145 girls; 19,973 boys) with a 
comprehensive package of services. In addition, 2,806 cases of children (765 girls; 2,041 boys,) either as 
victims of violence, or witnesses of violence, were documented. In schools, 188 cases (87 girls; 101 boys) were 
supported by teachers trained in psychosocial first assistance by Platform for Psychosocial Support and 
Mental Health. The cases included sexual or physical violence by a teacher, sexual exploitation with 
complicity of schoolmates, exclusion of children with disabilities and exploitative child labour by teacher. 

                                                        
iii In Bujumbura Mairie, Rumonge and Ngozi provinces, 665 vulnerable families received vouchers that allowed 3,156 children (1,490 
girls and 1,666 boys), including internally displaced and returnees’ children, access to health care.  
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Following UNICEF’s advocacy efforts on the right of every child to be registered, the Minister of Interior, for 
Patriotic Training and Local Development has issued a special measure to allow children to be registered 
after the legally prescribed period of 15 days after birth. UNICEF and partners are using this opportunity to 
reach out and facilitate access to birth registration for the most vulnerable children, estimated to be 200,000. 

The coordination of the Child Protection sub-sector has improved, resulting in the development of provincial 
child protection action plans, including during emergencies. A national case management and professional 
supervision joint team has been established and trained by the Global Case Management Task Force. 
Trainings on case management, with a focus on improving social work and referrals, are scheduled in six 
provinces.  

Education  
UNICEF continues to lead and coordinate the Education in Emergencies response. Between January and June 
2018, 7,721 children were supported with education in emergency services, including the provision of school 
supplies, reintegration support and catch-up programmes. 

As part of the return and reintegration education response, UNICEF and the Ministry of Education (MoE) 
completed a rapid assessment in five provinces with a high level of returnee and IDP children (Gitega, Kirindo, 
Myyinga, Ruyigi and Mkemba), while continuing to support their reintegration in schools. To date, 2,770 
children have been integrated in schools. 

In addition, UNICEF and NGO partners Jesuit Refugee Service (JSR) and Hundreds of Original Projects for 
Employment (HOPE ’87) provided catch-up programmes to facilitate school readiness and reintegration. A 
total of 1,117 children were reached: 480 children (224 girls; 256 boys) in Muyinga and Ruyigi provinces and 
637 children (326 girls; 311 boys) in Makamba province. 

In response to protection issues in and around schools, UNICEF supported 50 “Schools as Zones of Peace” 
(SZP) in three provinces (Bujumbura, Makamba, Rumonge). In addition, to create a conducive learning 
environment, School Management Committees developed action plans to ensure the protection of children 
at school and on their way to school and 20 schools established SZP charters that ban corporal punishment 
and promote positive student-teacher relationships.  

As part of the regular education programme, UNICEF is supporting the construction of 117 classrooms to 
increase school enrolment capacity and facilitate the reintegration of internally displaced and returnee 
school-aged children along with children who have dropped out. Construction work will be completed in 
August 2018, ahead of the next school year. 

Communication for Development (C4D) 
From January and June 2018, 12,003 children and adolescents were reached with peace, social mobilization 
and life skills education. 

Following the arrival of 8,093 refugees from South Kivu in Rumonge and Nyanza-Lac, two rapid assessments 
were carried out, which included visits to temporary shelters and meetings with refugees, the governor of 
Rumonge province, UN agencies, and NGO partners. UNICEF provided technical C4D support to the UNHCR-
led response on specific social and behaviour change approaches and techniques to protect vulnerable 
children, prevent child and family separation and reduce the risk of cholera. Due to the recent arrival of 
numerous children, often unaccompanied, particular attention was given to child protection issues.  

Two local NGOs (Centre Ubuntu and Province of the Anglican Church of Burundi (PEAB) supported by 
UNICEF are conducting life skills and peacebuilding activities to support the return and reintegration of 
returnees, IDPs and vulnerable adolescents in rural areas. Between January and June 2018, they reached 
5,762 adolescents (2,842 girls; 2,920 boys) - Centre Ubuntu provided life skills and peace building sessions to 
900 adolescents (398 girls; 502 boys), with a focus on tolerance, social cohesion and empowerment of 
vulnerable girls and boys, while PEAB conducted life skills activities for 4,862 adolescents (2, 444 girls; 2, 418 
boys) to increase responsible behaviours and prevent HIV, early pregnancies and gender-based violence 
(GBV).  

The Ministry of Communication, Information and Education (CIEP) with UNICEF support produced radio 
programmes and spots for the prevention of malaria and malnutrition, focusing on pregnant women, 
breastfeeding mothers, infants and young children. A total of 46 radio programmes have been broadcasted. 
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CIEP and UNICEF also carried out activities to build the capacity of radio listening groups and improve IYCF at 
the community level, in Bururi and Rumonge provinces. A total of 760 members of these listening groups 
have acquired knowledge on IYCF, allowing them to share key messages and promote good practices on 
IYCF with other community members (180 households). In parallel, 95 hill meetings were held, involving 
1,699 women and 2,811 men. 

Social Policy 
The Government of Burundi (GoB) launched its first cash transfer programme in 2018. Beneficiaries selected 
are among the poorest households with children aged 0-12 years. A total of 2,942 poor households in one 
commune, Butaganzwa, in the Province of Ruyigi will receive a cash transfer of 20,000 BIF monthly (US$ 11) 
for 30 months. UNICEF will provide technical support in the supervision and implementation of the 
intervention. Discussions are ongoing with the World Bank and the GoB to implement a Cash plus 
component on community and behavioural changes on Nutrition, Health and WASH. 

In addition, UNICEF and the World Bank signed an agreement to conduct a Public Expenditure Review in the 
Education sector to identify how the protracted crisis is affecting the Burundi Education System, and what 
policy options could address and mitigate this impact. 
 

Funding as of June 2018, in line with HAC 2018 
The 2018 UNICEF Burundi Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal is US$ 26 million. The fund 
received is US$ 3.2 million (13 per cent funded), which includes funding received in this current appeal year, 
as well as carry-over from the previous year. Without additional funding, UNICEF will not be able to address 
the essential needs of over 2 million women and children in a context of heightened vulnerability, epidemics, 
food insecurity and malnutrition, floods and displacement - all of which require timely and adequate funds. 

 
Next SitRep: 31 August 2018 
 

 

Appeal Sector 
HAC 2018 

Requirements 

Funds Available 
Funding Gap 

Funds 
Received 

Carry-Forward 
Funds from 2017 $ % 

Nutrition 7,000,000 500,000 117,118 6,382,882 91% 

Health 5,000,000 0 49,888 4,950,111 99% 

Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene (WaSH) 

6,000,000 449,953 29,416 5,520,631 92% 

Child protection 4,000,000 399,997 1,084,405 2,515,598 63% 

Education 3,000,000 6,881 349,898 2,643,221 88% 

C4D  500,000 70,000 0 430,000 86% 

Sector Coordination 500,000 43,580 145,078 311,342 62% 

Total 26,000,000 1,470,411 1,775,803 22,753,786 87% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jeremy Hopkins 
Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 
Email: jhopkins@unicef.org 

 
 

Nathalie Hamoudi  
OIC Deputy Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202014 
Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018 

 

 

                                                        
iv A national SMART survey was conducted instead of the mass screening. Results are integrated in this report.  
v Nutrition data is as of 31 May; next update from the Ministry of Health will be shared in the August SitRep. 

UNICEF Burundi 

Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 

NUTRITION  

Number of children aged 6 to 59 
months assessed for acute 
malnutrition through mass-
screeningiv 

700,000 0 0 600,000 0 0 

Number of children under 5 with 
SAM admitted to therapeutic 
feeding programmes 

70,000 24,637 
 

10,526 60,000 24,637v 
 

10,526 

HEALTH  

Number and % of people treated 
for cholera 

400: 100% 0: 100% 
 

0 400: 100% 0: 100% 
 

0 

Number of children under 15, and 
pregnant women reached with 
essential drugs 

 
1,000,000 

 

 
0 
 

 
0 1,000,000 0 

 
0 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people 
accessing a minimum of 7.5 litres of 
clean and safe water per person per 
day 

 

302,000 

 

29,988 

 

25,905 200,000 21,255 

 

17,172 

Number of affected people 
provided with hygiene supplies and 
information on good hygiene 
practices 

648,589 24,812 

 
21,812 

350,000 24,812 

 

21,812 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from 
critical Child Protection services 

170,000 39,361 
 

21,844 100,000 39,361 
 

21,844 

Number of vulnerable children 
having daily access to care and 
psychosocial support through the 
establishment of 56 child-friendly 
spaces/centres 

60,000 30,118 18,125 50,000 30,118 18,125 

EDUCATION  

Number of children benefitting 
from Education in Emergencies 
support 

450,000 7,721 

 

358 
200,000 7,721 

 

358 

Number of teachers trained in 
Education in Emergencies 

3,500 190 
 

30 3,300 190 
 

30 

C4D  

Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from peace, 
social mobilization and life skills 
education 

  

 

150,000 12,003 

 
151 


