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INDICATORS 
UNICEF 2018 SECTOR 2018 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

SECTOR 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Nutrition: Number of 
children under 5 with SAM 
admitted to therapeutic 
feeding programmes 

60,000 37,786 70,000 37,786 

Health: Number and % of 
people treated for cholera 

400 
(100 %) 

0 
(100 %) 

400 
(100%) 

0 
(100%) 

WASH: Number of affected 
people accessing a 
minimum of 7.5 litres of 
clean and safe water per 
person per day 

 

200,000 

 

38,427 

 

302,000 

 

 

47,160 

 

Child Protection: Number 
of children and adolescents 
benefitting from critical 
Child Protection services 

100,000 52,341 170,000 52,341 

Education: Number of 
children benefitting from 
Education in Emergencies 
support 

200,000 35,258 450,000 35,258 

C4D: Number of children 
and adolescents benefiting 
from peace, social 
mobilization and life skills 
education 

150,000 21,429 n/a n/a 

Highlights 

• A total of 12,979 children (6,779 boys; 6,200 girls) accessed critical 
protection services, including temporary emergency shelter, 
psychosocial support, release from detention, family tracing and 
reunification, medical support, as well as access to education and 
reintegration opportunities. 

• Since the beginning of the year, 37,786 children with severe acute 
malnutrition have been admitted and treated in 418 health facilities 
supported by UNICEF. 

• UNICEF Burundi is facing a serious funding shortfall, with only 25 per 
cent of 2018 HAC funding available. Without additional funding, 
UNICEF will not be able to continue addressing the essential needs of 
children and women in Burundi. 

UNICEF response with partners 

1.9 million 
Number of children in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

3.6 million 
Number of people in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

383,283 
Population seeking asylum in 

neighbouring countries 
(UNHCR, 31 August 2018) 

 

 159,152 
Internally displaced people in 18 

provinces (IOM, August 2018) 
 
 

 

Carry forward $1.8 m 

Funds received 
$4.7m

Funding gap    $19.5

Funding Status 

Carry forward

Funds received*

Funding gap

2018 
requirement  

$26 m

Reporting Period: July-August 2018       Situation in numbers 

Women collecting greens in their household kitchen garden located in the 
commune of Mpinga-Kayove                                       Credit:  © UNICEF Burundi//2018/ G. 

Hunt 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  

The socio-political situation in Burundi remains precarious and continues to fuel the movement of populations, 
while increasing humanitarian needs. A total of 383,283 refugees, half of whom are children, have found refuge 
in neighbouring countries, mainly in Tanzania, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 
Uganda, (UNHCR 31 August 2018). The decrease in the overall number of refugees since the last report, is 
linked to the ongoing voluntary repatriation process, led by UNHCR within the tripartite agreement with the 
Governments of Burundi and Tanzania. To date, 42, 442 people (57 per cent children), have returned to 
Burundi. Additional support and funding is required in Tanzania and Burundi for United Nations agencies and 
non-governmental organizations (NGO) partners to support a safe return from the country of origin to the 
community of return, in the best interests of the child. 

There has been a sharp decrease (27,874 people) in the number of internally displaced people (IDPs) registered 
in 18 provinces, which now stands at 159,152 people, 60 per cent of whom are children (IOM, August 2018). 
These IDP movements are mostly due to the dry season and the resettlement of families either in new 
communities or returning to their communities of origins. The rainy season, which is about to begin, will 
probably lead to new displacements of vulnerable families. 

The recent Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak in the DRC is increasingly impacting Burundi. At the onset of 
the outbreak, the World Health Organization (WHO) estimated that the risk of EVD spreading was very high 
at both national and regional levels. Following the WHO emergency committee’s recommendation that the 
nine neighbouring countries strengthen their preparedness and surveillance, Burundi developed an Ebola 
Contingency Plan with key health partners and reactivated the Ebola task force. UNICEF is a key member of 
this task force, led by the Ministry of Health (MoH) with the support of WHO. UNICEF co-chairs the sub-
committee on Communication and Community Engagement, thus providing technical support and 
coordination. UNICEF stands ready to provide additional support, if needed for social mobilization efforts in 
communities, health centres, schools, at border crossings, as well as in child protection centres, while planning 
for WASH needs in Ebola Treatment Centres, health facilities and priority districts along the border. 

Malaria cases and deaths continue to decrease since the beginning of the year. According to epidemiological 
data from the MoH, the cumulative number of malaria cases reported during the first 33 weeks of 2018 
(2,928,549 cases with 1,440 deaths), is 46 per cent lower than the number of cases reported for the same period 
in 2017 (5,453,757 cases and 2,458 deaths). Despite this encouraging trend, the fight against malaria remains a 
priority. UNICEF continues to support MoH in closely monitoring the situation of malaria and other diseases.   

 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

UNICEF actively participates in the UN Country Team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, which lead the 
strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, 
Nutrition and Education sectors, as well as the Child Protection sub-cluster and co-leads the Health sector.  

Burundi has been allocated US$ 5 million from the underfunded window of the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) to support the urgent needs of families, including those affected by displacements, natural 
disasters, acute food insecurity and malnutrition. 
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Humanitarian Strategy  

As a result of the urgent needs identified in the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), UNICEF launched 
the 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) for a budget request of US$ 26 million, to continue 
supporting the survival and protection of children and women in Burundi. In consideration of the current 
context and needs, the UNCT has decided that the 2019 HNO and Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) will be 
more focused on acute humanitarian needs and aligned with the Interagency Return and Reintegration Plan, 
Resilience Framework and the new 2019-2023 United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF). 

As part of an ongoing interagency initiative co-led by UNHCR and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) to support the return and reintegration of Burundian refugees, mostly from Tanzania, 
UNICEF has finalized a multi-sector reintegration plan for US$ 9.7 million to support the provision of essential 
services for 100,000 people, half of whom are children, for the next 12 months, including access to education, 
life-saving WASH, health and nutrition services and critical child protection services. 

 

Summary Analysis of the Programme Response 
 
Health and Nutrition 
During the reporting period, a total of 418 health facilities supported by UNICEF, continued to provide 
community management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) services (45 inpatient and 373 outpatient services). 
Since the beginning of the year, 37,786 children affected with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have been 
admitted and treated. Amongst them, 2,394 SAM cases were treated in inpatient therapeutic feeding centres 
and 35,392 in outpatient centres.  

Comparative analysis of data from the District Health Information Software (DHIS2) shows that the trend in 
SAM admission in 2018 is similar to both 2016 and 2017, but is significantly higher than the number of cases 
reported in 2015 due to increased coverage and remaining pockets of SAM in some districts, as highlighted by 
the last Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) survey. 

 

Despite high levels of SAM admissions, the quality of care remains within standards, with a cure rate of 89 per 
cent, defaulter rate at 4 per cent, death rate at 5 per cent and non-respondent rate at 3 per cent for both 
inpatient and outpatient programmes.  

Following the arrival in Burundi of more refugees from the DRC, with UNICEF support, Programme National 
Intégré pour l'Alimentation et la Nutrition (PRONIANUT) continued conducting joint supervision activities by 
visiting a total of 24 in/outpatient centres.  

As part of the response to high levels of chronic malnutrition, UNICEF supported the training of 513 community 
health workers (CHW) in charge of implementing a multi-sectoral infant and young child feeding (IYCF) and 
household nutrition fortification programme combined with a Multiple Micronutrient Powder (MNP) package 
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in communities to reinforce the resilience of children and prevent growth retardation.  A total of 10,946 
children aged 6-23 months (5,558 girls; 5,388 boys) were covered during the first round of MNP distribution. 

UNICEF provided technical and financial support to realize the micro-planning necessary for Mother and Child 
Health Week (MCHW) by using new tools that update the target population and its supply needs, as 
categorized by district and health centre. UNICEF also participated in the supervision and evaluation of the 
MCHW activities nationwide. The event was coupled with the African Immunization Week.  A total 1,466,919 
children aged 6-59 months (777,964 girls; 688,955 boys) received Vitamin A capsules, 1,328,335 children aged 
1 to 5 years (701,417 girls; 626,918 boys) received deworming tablets and 657,914 mothers and /or caregivers 
attended the handwashing demonstration and sensitization sessions. 
 
WASH 
During the reporting period, with UNICEF support, 17,172 new people (6,942 females; 10,230 males), gained 
access to safe drinking water, including 4,241 school children (2,171 girls; 2,070 boys) in five schools. 

In close collaboration with IOM, NGO partners, Think East Africa and ZOA, UNICEF continued to support 
WASH interventions at the site of Kigwena, ensuring access to safe drinking water to the IDPs relocated from 
the old sites of Cashi and Gitaza. Two water supply systems were installed, one for the host community and 
one for the refugees, to prevent tension and community violence. These projects were implemented by Action 
Intégrée pour le Développement et la protection de l’Environnement (AIDE) with generous funding from CERF 
and the Government of Sweden. 

In addition, 150,168 people have been provided with hygiene supplies and informed of key health and hygiene 
practices to prevent waterborne diseases and related risks among host communities and refugees from DRC. 
 
Child Protection 
During the reporting period, 12,980 children (6,200 girls; 6,780 boys) accessed critical protection services, 
including temporary emergency shelter, psychosocial support (4,860 girls; 4,723 boys), release from detention 
(17 girls; 255 boys), family tracing and reunification (496 girls; 1,014 boys), medical support (214 girls; 214 boys), 
as well as access to education and reintegration opportunities (613 girls; 571 boys). In addition, 153 cases of 
child rights violations were documented during the reporting period with over 50 per cent of the victims 
receiving the appropriate medical, legal and psychosocial support. 

UNICEF, partners and key child protection actors provided emergency assistance, including shelter, food, 
medical care, documentation, family tracing and reunification services to 272 street children (17 girls) who were 
rounded up and kept in custody between July and August, as part of the Government’s campaign against street 
begging and children living in the streets.   

A memorandum was issued by Ministry of Education and Professional Training on 26 June, banning all girls, 
who become pregnant while in school, and the boys responsible for the pregnancies, from returning to the 
formal education system. UNICEF and other child protection and education actors conducted a joint advocacy 
initiative against this ban, which led to the receding of this policy.   

In follow-up to the establishment and training of a national case management and professional supervision 
joint team, 30 child protection focal points were trained on Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) 
with additional trainings scheduled in the coming months. More trainings on case management, with a focus 
on improving social work and referrals have been scheduled in six provinces before the end of 2018.  
 
Education  
During the reporting period, the Education sector, led by UNICEF, continued to address issues of access to 
education for out-of-school children affected by the protracted crisis, including IDPs, returnees and repatriates, 
as well as responding to issues around safety and education, as a result of recurrent natural disasters which 
destroyed, or damaged, more than 300 classrooms.   
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In preparation for the start of the new school year, UNICEF provided the Ministry of Education (MoE) with 3,500 
galvanized iron roofing sheets and 320 boxes of nails to rehabilitate 75 classrooms damaged by floods in 
April/May 2018, enabling 1,675 students (836 girls; 839 boys), in Bujumbura, Ruyigi and Rutana provinces to 
gain/regain access to education in a safe and conducive environment.   

UNICEF also addressed the needs of returnee children by strengthening knowledge of the schooling languages, 
integration in peer groups, and supporting families with the administrative procedures that allow for school 
registration. Some children also need specific psychosocial support to overcome the trauma generated by the 
return process.  In response, UNICEF is supporting returnee reintegration in schools in collaboration with the 
MoE and NGO partners through a catch-up programme and the provision of school supplies. Collaborative 
efforts are ongoing to identify school-aged children in the communities of returnees that can be reintegrated 
in schools at the start of the new school year in September. 

An awareness-raising activity was held with 860 parents on good parenting practices to encourage their 
involvement in monitoring their children’s schooling. UNICEF also provided school supplies to 25,537 children. 

Work has continued with Handicap International for the promotion of “Schools as Zones of Peace”, 
strengthening teachers’ capacities to prevent and mitigate gender-based violence at school in the provinces of 
Bujumbura Mairie, Makamba and Rumonge. This initiative has been developed in technical coordination with 
child protection colleagues and incorporates five INGOs in the fields of Education and Child Protection.  
 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
During this reporting period, UNICEF contributed to mitigating vulnerability to Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence (SGBV) for the 8,093 refugees who arrived from DRC in early 2018. The Ministry of Gender, in 
partnership with UNICEF is conducting communication/awareness-raising activities on SGBV and child 
protection. These interventions are being implemented in four refugee camps and host communities to ensure 
that both population groups are aware of the new laws concerning SGBV in Burundi. The awareness-raising 
activity, including community dialogues and meetings of grassroots administrators and local authorities 
reached 246 men and 301 women in the camps and host communities of Musasa, Gasorwe, Bwagiriza and 
Kavumu. 

The Life Skills Programme continued with the training of another cohort of youth as UNICEF NGO partner 
Province of the Anglican Church of Burundi (PEAB), operating in the provinces of Kirundo and Bujumbura, 
conducted a training of trainers. These 64 trainers then trained 1,372 peer educators on life skills, including 699 
girls and 140 boys in Kirundo province and 247 girls and 286 boys in Bujumbura province.  

Radio programmes produced by the Ministry of Communication, Information and Education (CIEP), with 
support from UNICEF focused on the prevention of malaria and malnutrition especially in pregnant and 
breastfeeding mothers, as well as infants and young children. Eight radio programmes were broadcast 
reaching families nationwide and reinforcing activities of radio listening groups that strive to improve IYCF at 
community level in Bururi and Rumonge provinces. In addition, 84 tweets were shared between the 760 
members of the listening groups allowing them to gain more knowledge and share these key messages on 
IYCF, while promoting good IYCF practices in 479 households. A total of 2,395 people were reached at 
community level comprising 1,195 women and 1,200 men. 

 

Funding  

In 2018, UNICEF Burundi is appealing for US$ 26 million. Funding available to date stands at 25 per cent i.e. 
US$ 6,506,571, which includes funding received in this current appeal year, as well as the carry-over from the 
previous year. Without additional funding, UNICEF will not be able to address the essential needs of over 2 
million women and children in a context of heightened vulnerability, epidemics, food insecurity and child 
malnutrition, recurrent floods and displacement - all of which require timely and adequate funds. 
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Next SitRep: 31 October 2018 
 
 

 

Appeal Sector 
HAC 2018 

Requirements 

Funds Available 

Funding Gap Funds 
Received 

Carry-Forward 
Funds from 2017 $ % 

Nutrition 7,000,000 2,936,487 117,118 3,946,395 56% 

Health 5,000,000 100,000 49,888 4,850,111 97% 

WASH 6,000,000 749,953 29,416 5,220,631 87% 

Child protection 4,000,000 499,997 1,084,405 2,415,598 60% 

Education 3,000,000 206,881 349,898 2,443,221 81% 

C4D  500,000 170,000 0 330,000 66% 

Sector Coordination 500,000 67,450 145,078 287,473 57% 

Total 26,000,000 4,730,768 1,775,803 19,493,429 75% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jeremy Hopkins 
Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 
Email: jhopkins@unicef.org 

 
 

Nathalie Hamoudi  
OIC Deputy Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2014 
Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org 
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018 

 
 
 
 

                                                        
i A national SMART survey was conducted instead of the mass screening. Final results are integrated in this report.  

UNICEF Burundi 

Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 

NUTRITION  

Number of children aged 6 to 59 
months assessed for acute 
malnutrition through mass-
screeningi 

700,000 0 0 600,000 0 0 

Number of children under 5 with 
SAM admitted to therapeutic 
feeding programmes 

70,000 37,786 
 

13,149 60,000 37,786 
 

13,149 

HEALTH  

Number and % of people treated 
for cholera 

400: 100% 0: 100% 
 

0 400: 100% 0: 100% 
 

0 

Number of children under 15, and 
pregnant women reached with 
essential drugs 

 
1,000,000 

 

 
0 
 

 
0 1,000,000 0 

 
0 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of affected people 
accessing a minimum of 7.5 litres 
of clean and safe water per person 
per day 

 

302,000 

 

47,160 17,172 200,000 38,427 17,172 

Number of affected people 
provided with hygiene supplies and 
information on good hygiene 
practices 

648,589 24,812 0 350,000 174,980 150,168 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from 
critical Child Protection services 

170,000 52,341 
 

12,980 100,000 52,341 
 

12,980 

Number of vulnerable children 
having daily access to care and 
psychosocial support through the 
establishment of 56 child-friendly 
spaces/centres 

60,000 39,701 9,583 50,000 39,701 9,583 

EDUCATION  

Number of children benefitting 
from Education in Emergencies 
support 

450,000 35,258 27,537 200,000 35,258 27,537 

Number of teachers trained in 
Education in Emergencies 

3,500 680 490 3,300 680 490 

C4D  

Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from 
peace, social mobilization and life 
skills education 

  

 

150,000 21,429 9,426 


