
UNICEF Burundi Humanitarian Situation Report  31 October 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

1 
 

 Burundi 
   

Humanitarian 
Situation Report 

 
 

 

  

 

INDICATORS 

UNICEF 2018 SECTOR 2018 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Sector 
Target 

Cumulative 
Results 

Nutrition: Number of 
children under 5 with SAM 
admitted to therapeutic 
feeding programmes 

60,000 45,548 70,000 45,548 

Health: Number and % of 
people treated for cholera 

400 
(100 %) 

0 
(100 %) 

400 
(100%) 

0 
(100%) 

WASH: Number of affected 
people accessing a 
minimum of 7.5 litres of 
clean and safe water per 
person per day 

 

200,000 

 

47,074 

 

302,000 

 

 

55,807 

 

Child Protection: Number 
of children and adolescents 
benefitting from critical 
Child Protection services 

100,000 83,471 170,000 83,471 

Education: Number of 
children benefitting from 
Education in Emergencies 
support 

200,000 47,992 450,000 47,992 

C4D: Number of children 
and adolescents benefiting 
from peace, social 
mobilization and life skills 
education 

150,000 27,014 n/a n/a 

Highlights 

• A total of 31,131 children (17,061 boys; 14,070 girls) accessed critical 
protection services, including temporary emergency shelter, 
psychosocial support, release from detention, family tracing and 
reunification, medical support, as well as access to education and 
reintegration opportunities. 

• Since the beginning of the year, 45,548 children with severe acute 
malnutrition have been admitted and treated in 418 health facilities 
supported by UNICEF. 

• UNICEF Burundi is facing a serious funding shortfall, with only 29 per 
cent of 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children funding available. 
Without additional funding, UNICEF will not be able to continue 
addressing the essential needs of children and women in Burundi. 

UNICEF response with partners 

1.9 million 
Number of children in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

3.6 million 
Number of people in need 

(HNO 2018) 
 

367,552 
Population seeking asylum in 

neighbouring countries 
(UNHCR, 31 October 2018) 

 

52,260 
People repatriated from Tanzania 

(UNHCR, 31 October 2018) 
 

 147,086 
Internally displaced people in 18 
provinces (IOM, October 2018) 

 

 
 

Carry forward $1.8 m 

Funds received 
$5.8 m

Funding gap    $18.4 m

Funding Status 

Carry forward

Funds received*

Funding gap

2018 
requirement  

$26 m

Reporting Period: September-October 2018       Situation in numbers 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  

The socio-political situation in Burundi remains precarious and continues to fuel the movement of populations, 
while increasing humanitarian needs. A total of 367,552 refugees, half of whom are children, have found refuge 
in neighbouring countries, mainly in Tanzania, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 
Uganda (UNHCR 31 October 2018). The decrease of approximately 15,500 in the overall number of refugees 
since the last report, is linked to the ongoing voluntary repatriation process, led by UNHCR within the tripartite 
agreement with the Governments of Burundi and Tanzania. To date, 52,260 people (57 per cent children), have 
returned to Burundi.  

The number of internally displaced people (IDPs) registered in 18 provinces continues to decrease (12,066 
people since the last report) and now stands at 147,086 people, 60 per cent of whom are children (IOM, October 
2018). This can be partly explained by reduced flooding episodes and increase in resettlements during this 
reporting period. 

In response to increased risks of cross-border transmission from the ongoing 
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) outbreak in neighbouring DRC, Burundi, with key 
health partners including UNICEF, developed an Ebola Contingency Plan for 
six months focusing on three scenarios respectively costing US$ 1, 3 and 7,5 
million to provide additional support for preparedness and response to a 
possible outbreak. Implementation of the plan is ongoing with focus on 
communication, health, protection, education and WASH interventions.  

UNICEF continues to provide technical support as a member of the National 
Ebola Task Force, led by the Ministry of Health (MoH) with support from the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and as co-lead of the sub-committee for 
Communication and Community Engagement (CCE), which meets weekly to 
discuss and coordinate interventions. 

As visually depicted in the graph below, malaria cases and deaths continue 
to decrease since the beginning of the year. According to epidemiological 

data from MoH, the cumulative number of malaria cases reported during the first 41 weeks of 2018 (3,390,097 
cases with 1,617 deaths), is 46 per cent lower than the number of cases reported for the same period in 2017 
(6,341,005 cases and 2,800 deaths). Despite this encouraging trend, the fight against malaria remains a 
priority. UNICEF continues to support MoH in closely monitoring the situation of malaria and other diseases.   

 

 
Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

UNICEF actively participates in the UN Country Team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, that lead the 
strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, 
Nutrition and Education sectors, as well as the Child Protection sub-cluster and co-leads the Health sector.  
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Humanitarian Strategy  

As a result of the urgent needs identified in the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), UNICEF launched 
the 2018 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) for a budget request of US$ 26 million, to continue 
supporting the survival and protection of children and women in Burundi.  

In consideration of the current context and needs, the UNCT decided that the 2019 HNO and Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) will be more focused on acute humanitarian needs and aligned with the Interagency 
Return and Reintegration Plan, Resilience Framework and the new 2019-2023 United Nations Development 
Assistance Framework (UNDAF). UNICEF is currently developing its 2019 HAC and contributing to the 2019 
HNO and HRP led by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
 

Summary Analysis of the Programme Response 
 
Health and Nutrition 
During the reporting period, 418 UNICEF-supported health facilities, continued to provide community 
management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) services (45 inpatient and 373 outpatient services). Since January 
2018, 45,548 children (20,952 boys; 24,596 girls) suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have been 
admitted and treated. Among them, 2,733 SAM cases were treated in inpatient therapeutic feeding centres 
and 42,815 in outpatient centres.  

Comparative analysis of data from the District Health 
Information Software (DHIS2) as at October 2018 shows a 
similar trend in SAM admission in 2018 compared to earlier 
years, however the level of admission is slightly higher in 2018 
than in 2016 and 2017. 

Although the geographical coverage has improved (33 per cent 
in 2017; 53 per cent in 2018), the increase in SAM admissions 
since 2016, has been attributed to the deterioration of the 
nutritional situation (deterioration of socio-economic situation; 
malaria epidemics in2016 and 2017; high prevalence of 

childhood diseases (diarrhoea 21 per cent; fever 47 per cent; acute respiratory infections 57 per cent) and high 
level of stunting. Despite high levels of SAM admissions, the quality of care remains within standards, with a 
cure rate of 89 per cent, defaulter rate at 3 per cent, death rate at 4 per cent and non-respondent rate at 3 per 
cent for both inpatient and outpatient programmes.  

Funding from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) is supporting Programme National Intégré pour 
l' Alimentation et la Nutrition (PRONIANUT) to conduct joint supervision activities of 24 in/outpatient centres 
following a training of 36 health providers to ensure access to quality CMAM care for both refugees and host 
communities in Rumonge province.  

As part of the response to the high level of chronic malnutrition, UNICEF supported the training of 1,794 ‘Light 
Mothers’ i  and community health workers in charge of implementing community-based multi-sectoral 
nutrition interventions including infant and young child feeding (IYCF) hygiene promotion and home 
fortification with a Multiple Micronutrient Powder (MNP) for children aged 6-23 months to improve 
complementary food. A total of 54,802 children aged 6-23 months (26,853 boys; 27,949 girls) were covered 
during the first round of MNP distribution in two provinces (Makamba and Rutana) in collaboration with World 
Vision. 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
i  Light Mothers are mothers in communities that share their experiences and promote key practices for good health and 
nutrition of their children in home learning and nutritional rehabilitation centres. 
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WASH 
During the reporting period, with UNICEF support, 8,647 new people (1,839 women; 1,646 men; 5,162 children) 
gained access to safe drinking water.  

UNICEF with NGO partner Action Intégrée pour le Développement et la protection de l’Environnement (AIDE) 
continued to support WASH interventions in the site of Nyanza-Lac which is at higher risk of cholera with the 
start of the rainy season, as well as in Nyabitsinda and Kinyinya, which have a high number of repatriates and 
returnees from Tanzania. In addition, UNICEF and AIDE provided training on operation and maintenance of 
water points to 621 natural leaders, who are members of local committees for water point management and 
distributed hygiene kits to 759 people. 

WASH interventions have been hampered by lack of funding; the contribution of US$ 700,000 from CERF will 
help UNICEF address the most urgent needs in targeted areas of returns at higher risk of cholera and Ebola. 
 
Child Protection 
UNICEF and partners have continued to deliver critical protection services to children in Burundi reaching 
31,131 children (17,061 boys; 14,070 girls) during this reporting period. There was a 20 per cent reduction in the 
number of children attending child friendly spaces activities to 7,728 children (4,666 boys; 3,062 girls). This 
reduction is due to the temporary suspension of international NGO activities in Burundi since October 2018, 
and the reopening of schools for a new academic year.  

Since the beginning of the year, 6,121 children (4,064 boys; 2,057 girls) separated from their families, including 
children living on the streets, have been reunified with their families and provided with alternative care 
solutions. During the reporting period, 22,268 children (11,933 boys; 10,335 girls) have been provided support 
for their community reintegration with a significant increase in children reintegrated in schools with the start 
of the school year. Fifty per cent of these children are out of school and face high protection risks including 
living on the streets, banditry, sexual exploitation and human trafficking. Children who have benefited from 
reintegration services include displaced children, returnees and repatriated children from Makamba, Rumonge, 
Rutana and Ruyigi provinces. 

Legal support was provided to 114 children (91 boys; 23 girls) arrested and detained; 35 were provisionally 
released, 14 released, 17 acquitted, 28 sentenced while for the rest a final decision is still pending. Most boys 
detained were charged with qualified theft and rape. These boys have been exposed to violence by living on 
the streets and have had limited access to reintegration opportunities. A total of 544 children (117 boys; 427 
girls) affected by psychological distress have been provided support and appropriate follow-up involving their 
parents and other children living in the same household. The intervention has revealed the need to 
systematically include parents in their children’s psychosocial response plan as they often represent both the 
root of the problem and a key player in the solution. 

The child protection in emergencies technical workforce has been reinforced through the training of 142 child 
protection monitors on community monitoring and response to gender-based violence (GBV) and of 176 (99 
men; 77 women) Government and partners social workers on professional supervision and coaching, including 
case management in 7 out of 18 provinces. These activities have contributed to improving the capacity for 
quality services for children affected by humanitarian situations and for the monitoring and reporting of child 
rights violations which resulted in the documentation, reporting and reference of 290 violations during the 
reporting period. 

In addition, efforts have been invested in community awareness on child protection especially on birth 
registration. These timely efforts were aimed at motivating parents including IDPs, returnees and repatriates 
to seize the opportunity offered by the special derogation by the Ministry of interior, Patriotic Training and 
Local development on free delayed birth registration for people affected by the ongoing crisis. A total of 7,982 
persons participated in active awareness sessions while an estimated 55,173 persons were reached by public 
awareness activities including theatre and radio broadcasting. This allowed the General Direction of the 
Administration of the Territory supported by UNICEF to register 72,921 children and deliver birth certificates 
to 70,633 children during the reporting period. 
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Education  
During the reporting period, the Education sector, led by UNICEF, continued to address issues of access to 
education for out-of-school children affected by the protracted crisis, including IDPs, returnees and repatriates, 
as well as responding to issues around safety and education, as a result of recurrent natural disasters which 
destroyed, or damaged, more than 300 classrooms this year.   

In close collaboration with the Ministry of Education and NGO partners, 12,734 children benefited from 
Education in Emergency services, including, 8,474 returnees (3,802 boys; 4,672 girls) who were reintegrated in 
schools. UNICEF launched the construction of five semi-permanent classrooms to ensure these children can 
be reintegrated in the formal education system in Muyinga, Ruyigi, Rutana, Cankuzo and Makamba.  

In addition, UNICEF provided the Ministry of Education with 5,335 galvanized iron roofing sheets and 615 boxes 
of nails to rehabilitate 114 classrooms, damaged by floods in April/May 2018, thus allowing 3,360 students 
(1,780 boys; 1,580 girls) in Kayanza, Ngozi, Mwaro, Bururi, and Cankuzo provinces to gain access to education 
in a safe and protective environment.   

To ensure that young mothers return to school and complete their education, UNICEF provided technical and 
financial support enabling 863 young mothers who left school due to early pregnancy to reintegrate into the 
formal school system.  
 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
During this reporting period, UNICEF supported the development of numerous information, education and 
communication (IEC) materials and job aids which were validated by the MoH. These include the Ebola Flip 
Chart, Ebola training modules, SMS text messages and frequently asked questions (FAQs) and a key message 
bank for Ebola messages. 

In October, UNICEF and WHO held a joint training on Ebola for 48 doctors and nurses working in the districts 
bordering the DRC. In addition, a training of trainer’s session was conducted for 46 community outreach 
workers who support health centres on how to recognize signs and symptoms of Ebola, report suspect cases 
and respond to rumours. Micro-plans were developed and activities revised to strengthen the quality of 
behaviour change communication outreach interventions. The plans target all communities, including fishing 
communities, whose members regularly cross the lake to the DRC. UNICEF is using the WhatsApp mobile 
application to share timely information and daily updates with the Ebola CCE sub-committee. 

Technical support has been provided to develop radio spots and messages on Ebola. These were validated and 
translated into Swahili and Kirundi and are being broadcast daily. A partnership was established with the 
Province de l'Église Anglicane du Burundi to undertake a baseline survey, mobilize teachers, undertake training 
for hotline staff and engage religious leaders and child protection committees to support Ebola prevention. 

An additional 5,585 adolescents and youth were reached with life skills messages related to behaviour change 
and peace-building through the peer educators exchange and coaching sessions for 1,220 boys under 18, 1,253 
girls under 18, 616 boys over 18 and 789 girls over 18. Twenty-eight households benefited from awareness 
raising visits on key messages to promote hygiene practices. 
 

Funding  

In 2018, UNICEF Burundi appealed for US$ 26 million. Funding available to date stands at 29 per cent i.e. 
US$ 7,568,780 which includes funding received in this current appeal year, as well as the carry-over from 2017. 
Without additional funding, UNICEF will not be able to address the essential needs of over 2 million women 
and children in a context of heightened vulnerability, epidemics, food insecurity and child malnutrition, 
recurrent floods and displacement - all of which require timely and adequate funds. 

Burundi has received US$ 5 million from the underfunded window of the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) to support the urgent needs of families, including those affected by displacements, natural disasters, 
acute food insecurity and malnutrition. Of this, US$ 700,000 has been allocated to UNICEF to support the 
provision of essential WASH services in areas of return, displacement or affected by recurrent flooding. 
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Next SitRep: 31 December 2018 
 
 
 

  
 

Appeal Sector 
HAC 2018 

Requirements 

Funds Available 

Funding Gap Funds 
Received 

Carry-Forward 
Funds from 2017 $ % 

Nutrition 7,000,000 2,936,487 117,118 3,946,395 56% 

Health 5,000,000 100,000 49,888 4,850,112 97% 

WASH 6,000,000 1,449,953 29,416 4,520,631 75% 

Child protection 4,000,000 499,997 1,084,405 2,415,598 60% 

Education 3,000,000 206,881 349,898 2,443,221 81% 

C4D  500,000 370,000 0 130,000 26% 

Sector Coordination 500,000 229,659 145,078 125,263 25% 

Total 26,000,000 5,792,977 1,775,803 18,431,220 71% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jeremy Hopkins 
Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 
Email: jhopkins@unicef.org  
 
 

Nathalie Hamoudi  
Chief Emergency 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2014 
Email: nhamoudi@unicef.org  
 

 
Marjan Montezami 
Deputy Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202020 
Email: mmontezami@unicef.org  
 

mailto:jhopkins@unicef.org
mailto:nhamoudi@unicef.org
mailto:mmontezami@unicef.org
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018 

 
 

                                                        
ii A national SMART survey was conducted instead of the planned mass screening.  
iii US$ 1,340,000 was reallocated to procure essential drugs for 633,000 children and pregnant women. 

UNICEF Burundi 

Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change since 
last report 

2018 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report    
▲▼ 

NUTRITION  

Number of children aged 6 to 59 
months assessed for acute 
malnutrition through mass-
screeningii 

700,000 0 0 600,000 0 No change 

Number of children under 5 with 
SAM admitted to therapeutic 
feeding programmes 

70,000 45,548 
 

7,762 60,000 45,548 
 

▲7,762 

HEALTH  

Number and % of people treated 
for cholera 

400: 100% 0: 100% 
 

0 400: 100% 0: 100% 
 

No change 

Number of children under 15, and 
pregnant women reached with 
essential drugsiii 

 
1,000,000 

 

 
633,000 

 

 
633,000 1,000,000 633,000 

 
▲633,000 

WATER, SANITATION and HYGIENE 

Number of affected people 
accessing a minimum of 7.5 litres 
of clean and safe water per person 
per day 

 

302,000 

 

55,807 8,647 200,000 47,074 ▲8,647 

Number of affected people 
provided with hygiene supplies and 
information on good hygiene 
practices 

648,589 175,601 621 350,000 175,601 ▲621 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from 
critical Child Protection services 

170,000 83,471 
 

31,130 100,000 83,471 
 

▲31,130 

Number of vulnerable children 
having daily access to care and 
psychosocial support through the 
establishment of 56 child-friendly 
spaces/centres 

60,000 47,429 7,728 50,000 47,429 ▲7,728 

EDUCATION  

Number of children benefitting 
from Education in Emergencies 
support 

450,000 47,992 12,734 200,000 47,992 ▲12,734 

Number of teachers trained in 
Education in Emergencies 

3,500 680 0 3,300 680 No change 

C4D  

Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from 
peace, social mobilization and life 
skills education 

  

 

150,000 27,014 ▲5,585 


