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 Burundi 
  

Humanitarian 
Situation Report 

 
 

 
  

INDICATORS 
UNICEF 2019 SECTOR 2019 

UNICEF 
Target 

Cumulativ
e Results 

Sector 
Target 

Cumulativ
e Results 

NUTRITION: Number of 
children under 5 with SAM 
admitted for treatment 

30,000 21,879 30,000 21,879 

HEALTH: Number of persons, 
at least half of them children, 
provided with essential drugs, 
including malaria drugs 

250,000 30,300   

WASH: Number of people 
accessing the agreed quantity 
of water for cooking, drinking 
and personal hygiene 

200,000 178,619 250,000 178,619 

CHILD PROTECTION: Number 
of children and adolescents 
benefitting from critical Child 
Protection services 

100,000 77,935 150,000 77,935 

EDUCATION: Number of 
children accessing formal and 
non-formal early learning, pre-
primary and primary 
education 

100,000 2,300i 115,000 2,300 

                                                        
 

Highlights 
 The first half of 2019 was marked by epidemics as the country 

passed the epidemic threshold of malaria, declared its second 
cholera outbreak of the year, and is actively reinforcing its 
preparedness to Ebola Virus Disease (EVD). 

 In the first half 2019, a total of 77,935 children (48,343 boys; 29,592 
girls) accessed critical protection services, including temporary 
emergency shelter, psychosocial support, release from detention, 
family tracing and reunification, medical support, as well as access to 
education and reintegration opportunities. 

 From January to June, 21,879 new cases of children with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) have been admitted and treated in health 
facilities supported by UNICEF. 

 A total of 1,302,457 people, more than half children, were reached 
with key life-saving messages on Ebola.  

 UNICEF mobilized 55 per cent of 2019 Humanitarian Action for 
Children funding to respond to the most essential needs of children 
and women in Burundi 

 
993,000 

Number of children in need 
(HNO 2019) 

 

1.77 million 
Number of people in need 

(HNO 2019) 
 

347,110 
Population seeking refuge in 

neighboring countries 
(UNHCR, June 2019) 

 

72,720 
People repatriated from Tanzania 

(UNHCR, June 2019) 
 

 115,708 
Internally displaced people in 18 

provinces (IOM, May 2019) 
 

 
Funding Status 

 

 

Carry-forward, 
$3,880,161 

Funding gap, 
$4,947,986 

Funds received, 
$1,607,434
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C4D: Number of children, 
adolescents and young adults 
(< 24 yrs) benefitting from 
peace, social mobilization and 
life skills education 

150,000 15,472   

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  
Despite some improvements in the past year, the socio-political situation in Burundi remains precarious and the 
humanitarian situation fragile. In 2019, 1.77 million people are in need humanitarian assistance in Burundi. With 710,000 
persons targeted for assistance in the Humanitarian Response Plan 2019 (HRP), the situation of the most vulnerable 
persons still shows persistent needs and is expected to be aggravated by natural disasters (floods, landslides, rainfall 
deficit - in some parts of the country), population movements, epidemics including cholera and peaks of malaria, and the 
risk of cross border spread of Ebola. As of June 2019, only 30 per cent of the total of funding requirement estimated at 
US$ 106.3 million, has been received by partners. 

A total of 347,110 people, half of whom are children, have found refuge in neighbouring countries, mainly in Tanzania, 
Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Uganda. Since 2017, 72,720 people (57 per cent children), have 
also returned to Burundi through the ongoing voluntary repatriation process, led by UNHCR within the tripartite 
agreement with the Governments of Burundi and Tanzania (UNHCR, June 2019). 14,104 Burundian refugees have been 
assisted to voluntarily return so far as of 30 June 2019. The number of internally displaced people (IDPs) registered in 18 
provinces continues to decrease and now stands at 115,708 people (60 per cent children) (IOM, May 2019). 

In March 2019, the Government of Burundi, with the Ministry of Health (MoH) as lead, and key health partners including 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF, reviewed and updated the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) contingency plan 
that was drafted in 2018 in response to the high risk of cross-border transmission from the DRC. The budget for 
preparedness was also revised to ensure availability of funds for gaps identified. Challenges remain in coordination of 
preparedness at the district level and in setting up appropriate infrastructure and operational mechanisms for readiness 
to handle potential cases.  Since May 2018, the National Taskforce for EVD has mobilized US$ 7.2 million to implement 
the preparedness plan, which represents 42 per cent of the revised planned budget (US$ 17.2 million in total). 
Implementation of the plan continues with focus on communication, health, protection, education, nutrition and WASH 
interventions. Permanent surveillance of travelers entering Burundi is in place in 21 priority health districts at the borders 
with DRC, Rwanda and Tanzania. There are permanent MoH staff present in 19 out of the 23 border entry points who 
continue to screen the body temperature of individuals crossing.  As of 23 June, 2,249,368 people were screened, and 18 
alerts investigated by MoH, with all turning out to be negative.  

There has been a significant increase in malaria cases and deaths over the past 15 weeks, compared to surveillance data 
from the previous two years. According to epidemiological data from MoH, the cumulative number of malaria cases 
reported during the first 25 weeks of 2019 is 4,088,217 cases with 1,556 deaths. For the same period in 2018, MoH 
registered 2,475,581 cases and 1,221 deaths. With this trend, malaria remains the top health emergency priority in 
Burundi. 

 
as of 17 June, 34 out of the 46 health districts of the country had exceeded the epidemic threshold and six others were 
above the alert threshold. In other words, only six districts have a normal surveillance trend. Besides, the country 
continues to experience sporadic cholera outbreak with 32 cases recorded between week 22 and 25 after nine weeks 
without a case. 
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Due to this epidemiological situation, the fight against water borne diseases and malaria remains the priority for the 
Health Sector. UNICEF continues to provide technical and financial support to MoH responding to the situation of cholera 
and malaria, as well as other main killers of children. 

Starting from January to March 2019, the province of Kirundo faced a rain deficit, which worsened the existing food 
security challenges at the family level and further compromised the nutritional status of children. A nutrition response 
plan was developed and implemented in addition to ongoing nutrition interventions in Kirundo and neighboring provinces 
(Cankuzo and Ruyigi). Response in Kirundo included active mass screening, and the pre-positioning of additional nutrition 
supplies, mainly RUTF, at district level to respond to an increase in SAM admissions. Nutrition sector partners (CONCERN, 
WFP, UNICEF, International Medical Corps) are part of this emergency response.  

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
UNICEF actively participates in the UN Country Team (UNCT) and inter-sectoral meetings, that lead the strategic and cross-
sectoral coordination of the humanitarian response. UNICEF currently leads the WASH, Nutrition and Education sectors, 
the Child Protection sub-cluster and co-leads the Health sector.  
 
UNICEF continues to provide technical support as a member of the National Ebola Task Force and the sub-committee for 
WASH/Infection prevention and control, led by the MoH with support from the WHO and as co-lead of the sub-committee 
for Communication and Community Engagement (CCE), which meets weekly to discuss and coordinate interventions. 

Humanitarian Strategy 
In consideration of the current context and needs, the UNCT decided that the 2019 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
and the HRP will be more focused on acute humanitarian needs and returning refugees from Tanzania together with their 
host communities. It is aligned with the Interagency Return and Reintegration Plan, Resilience Framework and the recently 
launched 2019-2023 United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF).  

UNICEF has finalized its 2019 HAC for an amount of US$ 10 million that contributes to the 2019 HNO and HRP led by the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The plan focuses on the most acute needs of 
children. 

Summary Analysis of the Programme Response 
Health and Nutrition 
UNICEF supported 418 health facilities and district hospitals to provide community management of acute malnutrition 
(CMAM) services for severe acute malnourished children.  From January to June, a total of 21,879 SAM children (10,140 
boys; 11,739 girls) suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have been admitted and treated. Among them, 1,315 
SAM cases were treated in inpatient therapeutic feeding centres and 20,564 in outpatient centres. CMAM performance 
indicators are within international standard with 91.2% as cured, 3.1% as default, 0.9% as death rate and 4.8% as non-
respondents. Revision of the CMAM guidelines has been finalized and training of 1,300 health providers is ongoing. 
UNICEF, humanitarian partners and donors are still waiting for the validation of the recent joint nutrition and food security 
survey, which revealed high level of food insecurity (44 per cent of the population), and a deterioration of the nutrition 
situation as mentioned above. The current malaria situation could also worsen the fragile nutrition situation of children, 
as well as their health status.  

Regarding malaria, UNICEF is providing support to improve the situation in the country. In addition to the monitoring of 
cases and supervision in the main affected districts, UNICEF is supporting mobile clinics in 12 high risk health districts.  

Burundi revised its National EVD Response Plan and strengthened its Ebola surveillance system, as the Ebola outbreak in 
in North Kivu in DRC continues, and the situation there remains volatile. The National Preparedness Plan, covering July to 
December, currently budgeted at US$ 17.2 million of which there is still a gap of US$ 10 million. The MoH has deployed 
technical teams to the border areas with DRC to strengthen capacity at entry points in health districts classified as priority 
1 and 2 (less than 500 kilometers from North Kivu).  

UNICEF continues to work closely with the Ministry of Health and other partners on the implementation of the national 
contingency plans, as well as continuing formal discussions with MoH and WHO for the identification of key priority needs 
and for resource mobilization. As part of the preparedness and response to EVD, UNICEF prepositioned essential 
medicines and consumables amounting to US$ 120,000 to the national drug purchase facility. For nutrition response key 
interventions include increased nutrition supplies at District level and Nutrition in Emergency (NiE) training planned for 
August 2019.   This will help support the treatment of Ebola cases in at least three isolation centres and treat 300 diarrhoea 
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cases (120 severe and 180 moderate cases) as well as permit the management of infectious diseases for more than 30,000 
patients.   

With the notification of new cholera cases on 1 June, in Kanyosha (Bujumbura rural health district) and Rugombo (Cibitoke 
health district), UNICEF is supporting the MoH in monitoring the cholera outbreak and is contributing to cholera 
preventive and response activities. Acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) kits were handed over to MoH, and WASH activities in 
high risks zones are implemented in partnership with the Burundi Red Cross. UNICEF will continue to mobilize resources 
to provide additional kits and to ensure that the capacity of the country is strengthened to face this epidemic.  

WASH 
The humanitarian action of UNICEF in WASH has mainly focussed on supporting preparedness and response to epidemics. 
In terms of EVD preparedness, since the beginning of the year, UNICEF in collaboration with the MoH and WASH partners 
has been involved in improving access to safe water, sanitation and appropriate hygiene practices at the main points of 
entry with DRC (ground and lake borders). Fourteen out of 23 entry points have been provided with support in line with 
the strategy adopted for water supply: 
 Short-term strategy: Support with water trucking in entry points without any water supply system to ensure access 

to safe water to border staff and travelers. This intervention was conducted in five entry points ensuring access to 
safe water to 45,000 weekly travelers. 

 Medium-term strategy: Installation of drilling wells equipped with hand pumps to replace water trucking and where 
solutions of connection to the existing network is not feasible in a medium-term perspective. This intervention was 
conducted in five priority one entry points and three other wells were installed in host communities and schools. 

 Long-term strategy: Provision of sustainable water supply solutions such as connection to water networks to allow 
access to water in the entry points and for the surrounding communities. While this activity was conducted in seven 
priority 2 entry points, technical studies are still on-going in other priority 1 areas. 

In terms of sanitation, 14 out of 23 entry points in priority districts 1 and 2 were provided with blocks of latrines coupled 
with hand washing stations (74 latrines were constructed).  
 
Campaign awareness on EVD and appropriate hygiene practices is ongoing in 14 entry points and neighbouring 
communities.  UNICEF has trained community leaders and conducted door-to-door awareness campaign training of 360 
health community workers that reached 57,684 households or a total of 346,104 people. About 45,088 school learners 
(22,950 girls; 22,138 boys) learned about Ebola prevention. These activities are being conducted by the partner, NGO 
AIDE, and the Department of Hygiene of the MoH. 
 

For the second time in the year, cholera hit the country in the provinces of Cibitoke and Bujumbura Mairie in June. In 
partnership with the Burundian Red Cross and the Civil Protection, UNICEF is supporting the WASH response focused on 
(i) access to water (with water trucking), (ii) monitoring of the quality of water, (iii) disinfection at household level in both 
areas, (iv) distribution of hygiene kits to the most vulnerable households, (v) hygiene promotion with an emphasis on 
Cholera and other diarrhoea diseases through the training of community leaders. As a result, UNICEF has supported the 
supply of bladders in both affected areas to improve access to safe water for approximatively 1,170 households. Chlorine 
disinfection of 2,556 households was carried out and 1,086 households were provided with aqua tabs. As the outbreak is 
still on-going, response efforts will continue in the second part of the year. 

Child Protection 
UNICEF and child protection partners have reached a total of 77,935 children (48,343 boys; 592 girls) with critical child 
protection services in Bujumbura Mairie and other vulnerable provinces, including those affected by return and 
displacement. Three drop-in centres and 23 community-based child friendly spaces have continued to offer safe space, 
access to recreational activities, documentation and psychosocial support to vulnerable children, including returnee and 
internally displaced children in Bujumbura Mairie, Ngozi, Rumonge and Makamba. In total 73,197 children (45,738 boys; 
27,459 girls) have been reached with a full package of community-based psychosocial support activities. A total of 2,126 
cases (1,032 boys; 1,094 girls) documented as seriously affected were referred to the appropriate services, including 
psychosocial and mental health follow up with psychologists from implementing partner Platform for Psychosocial 
Support and Mental Health (PPSM). PPSM provided psychosocial and mental health support to 275 children (162 boys;113 
girls) identified in schools by teachers and in the community by Child Protection Committees (CPCs). PPSM also conducted 
awareness sessions for 171 parents on psychosocial support to children and referral options.  
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During the reporting period, 1,555 children (952 boys; 603 girls) documented as separated from their caregivers benefited 
from family tracing and reunification activities. Most of these children were living and working on the streets and were at 
risk of arrest and detention during police operations. Amongst them, 666 (266 boys; 400 girls) received support for their 
reintegration in schools; vocational training and other economic opportunities through a joint effort between Giriyuja, Foi 
en Action, Fondation Stamm, FVS/AMADE and War Child Holland. 

Children including those arrested and detained for living and working in the streets, as well as those accused of petty 
crimes continue to receive legal assistance from UNICEF partners. In total, 391 children (355 boys; 36 girls) were released 
from detention through UNICEF supported partners Association des Femmes Juristes du Burundi (AFJB) and Terre des 
Hommes.  

At the community level, the training provided to CPCs has improved the identification, reporting and referral of cases of 
violence, abuse and exploitation affecting children. Between January and June 1,008 (652 boys, 348 girls) cases were 
reported with an increasingly high number of arbitrary arrest and detention, sexual and gender-based violence and 
trafficking cases including cross border trafficking. Victims, survivors and witness were referred to the appropriate services 
for relevant support. CPCs have also contributed to community awareness efforts with sensitization on child protection 
and good parental practice reaching 91,951 persons (6,761 boys; 9,891 girls; 43,218 men; 32,081 women). In the context 
of cholera and EVD preparedness, the Child Protection Sub-Sector has systematically included Ebola prevention in all 
awareness sessions for both children and parents. 

Education  

UNICEF continues to lead and coordinate the Education in Emergencies (EiE) response through the dedicated sectoral 
group.  In support of the national EVD preparedness efforts, the education sector has been involved in strengthening the 
capacity of 30 education staff in Bubanza Province through training exercises.   

In addition, with the return of Burundian refugees from Tanzania (57 per cent are children), the education sector is 
working on the reintegration of school-aged children into an already overburdened education system. As a result, 600 
children (270 boys; 330 girls) in Ruyigi and Muyinga provinces, were reintegrated into school and received school supplies. 
UNICEF has also developed partnerships to provide catch-up programmes to facilitate school readiness and reintegration 
of returnees and internally displaced children in seven provinces. These partnerships have been operational since April 
2019 and should benefit up to 30,000 children (18,000 girls).  

More than 100 teachers (including 60 women) have been trained in EiE, and classroom kits have been granted to them to 
ensure that catch up classes for returned/repatriated children are properly carried out. 

UNICEF also provided 1980 iron sheets for the rehabilitation of 50 classrooms damaged by natural disasters, which has 
benefitted over 1200 elementary school children (including 588 girls). Furthermore, 500 children (including 275 girls) in 
basic education benefited from 10 newly constructed classrooms as well as school kits, in Cankuzo, Rutana, Makamba, 
Muyinga and Ruyigi provinces which are receiving a significant number of returnees. 

Communication for Development (C4D) 

UNICEF is the co-lead of the Ebola Task Force Sub-committee on Communication and Participation.  The Ebola 
communication strategy is to provide multi-channel messaging targeting both the most at-risk populations and the 
general public as well, through different delivery mechanisms.  The UNICEF Ebola prevention and response training 
programme was conducted in border communities and with target populations, including: journalists, teachers, school 
children, fisherman, religious leaders, traders, traditional healers, public health and entry point personnel (646 persons 
in total).  Ebola awareness and community engagement activities reached 1.3 million people through interpersonal 
communication, public service announcements, mobile cinema, religious leaders and outreach caravans that included 
theatrical performances and quiz contests.  These activities are in coordination with the MoH’s Department of Information, 
Education and Communication, in priority health districts.  Fishermen who regularly cross informally to the DRC were 
reached in ports and fishing villages. Congolese communities in Burundi were targeted since many in the community 
regularly visit the DRC or receive relatives from the DRC.  Nine marketplaces near the border were targeted because they 
thrive on cross border commerce with traders that may use informal crossings.  Radio programming is on-going with 
broadcasts in Kirundi, French and Swahili.  Radio key messages are reinforced via SMS messages on EVD prevention, which 
are regularly sent on the four major telephone networks reaching an estimated four million people – the majority of 
telephone users. UNICEF and its partners (MoH and the theatre troupe Ninde) produced a well-received TV show based 
on EVD themes and key messages.  The TV show and the related TV spots reached an estimated 3.1 million people 
throughout the country, the majority of whom are in the priority districts. 
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The UNICEF Life Skills programme assists adolescents in developing and practising psycho-social skills that minimize risky 
health and social behaviours and maximize protective factors. Specific content includes peace education, resolving conflict, 
HIV & AIDS education and applying the newly acquired skill set to make decisions and take positive actions.   This year the 
Life Skills programme began slowly due to partnership development and the identification of beneficiaries, while new 
innovative approaches are being adapted to adolescent’s needs. Local NGO partner, Province of the Burundian Anglican 
Church (PEAB), engaged peer educators (204) to sensitize youth in the communes of Nyanza-Lac and Rumonge, with 
messages related to Life Skills for behaviour change and peacebuilding. Life Skills coaching and solidarity sharing sessions 
allowed adolescents and young adults to participate in civil society, while expressing themselves with peers and local 
authorities on sensitive subjects. The Girls Scouts of Burundi (AGB) working with peer educators taught 5,974 adolescent 
agents of change (3,000 boys; 2,974 girls) in nine communes from four provinces.  These adolescents benefited from 
sessions on life skills, entrepreneurship/micro-enterprise training and peacebuilding.   

Funding 

In 2019, UNICEF Burundi appealed for US$ 10 million. With the carry forward from 2018, 55 per cent of HAC funding target 
for 2019 is covered.  This funding has enabled UNICEF to address the essential needs, including lifesaving interventions, 
to benefit over 600,000 women and children in a context of heightened vulnerability, epidemics and child malnutrition, 
recurrent floods and displacement - all of which require timely funds.  
 
UNICEF Burundi has benefitted from the generous contributions of the following partners.  It has received US$ 600,000 
from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and USD$ 300,000 from the Republic of Korea, in addition to the 
efforts of UNICEF National Committees (USA, France and Germany), to support the EVD preparedness through reinforcing 
WASH facilities and community awareness at the Points of Entry (PoEs), in schools and in neighbouring communities. 
Funds from Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), US$ 600,000, are contributing to address the 
urgent needs of families, including those affected by displacements, natural disasters and disease outbreaks. More than 
USD$ 1.7 million from USAID address malnutrition affecting vulnerable children.   Belgian funds of USD $ 1.5 million, have 
been used since 2018 to address protection needs and rights of children.   Funds from the Peacebuilding Fund are 
contributing to build social cohesion and peace at the community level with adolescents as agents of social cohesion.  
 
UNICEF requires further funding urgently to address the remaining humanitarian challenges from health epidemics to 
malnutrition and reintegration of returnees in local communities.   
 
UNICEF appreciates and acknowledges the partnership with the Government of Burundi, implementing partners, civil 
society organizations and the generous contribution of donors for their effective partnership that contribute to the 
achievement of key results to the benefit of the most vulnerable women and children in Burundi. 

 

Appeal Sector 
HAC 2019 

Requirements 
(USD) 

Funds Available 
Funding Gap 

Funds 
Received 

(USD) 

Carry-Forward 
Funds from 
2018 (USD) USD % 

Nutrition 2,500,000 214,382 1,706,862 578,756 23% 

Health 1,500,000 96,634 0 1,403,366 94% 

WASH 1,500,000 631,024 107,443 761,533 51% 

Child protection 2,000,000 12,325 1,483,643 504,032 25% 

Education 1,500,000 350,291 399,956 749,753 50% 

C4D  750,000 235,035 0 514,965 69% 

Sector Coordination 250,000 67,743 182,257 0 0% 

Total 10,000,000 1,607,434 3,880,161 4,512,405 45% 

 
Next SitRep: 30 September 2019 
  Who to 

contact for 
further 
information: 

Jeremy Hopkins 
Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 
Email: jhopkins@unicef.org  
 

Audrey Lecomte 
Emergency Specialist 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202013 
Email: alecomte@unicef.org  
 

Marjan Montazemi 
Deputy Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202020 
Email: mmontazemi@unicef.org  
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2019 

 
*Hygiene promotion indicators are overreached mainly due to the amount of activities conducted in terms of EVD preparedness and multiple cholera outbreaks since 
the beginning of the year which have implied increased efforts from UNICEF and partners 
** Activities will intensify during the school holidays for catch-up classes 

UNICEF Burundi 

Sector Response UNICEF and IPs 

2019 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 
2019 Target Total 

Results 

Change 
since last 

report    
▲▼ 

NUTRITION  
Number of children under 5 
with SAM admitted for 
treatment 

30,000 21,879 
 

▲ 4,938 30,000 21,879 
 

▲ 4,938 

HEALTH  
Number of persons, at least 
half of them children, provided 
with essential drugs, including 
malaria drugs 

   250,000 30,300 ▲30,300 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
Number of people accessing 
the agreed quantity of water 
for cooking, drinking and 
personal hygiene 

250,000 178,619 ▲162,797 200,000 178,619 ▲162,797 

Number of people provided 
with information on key 
hygiene practices 

250,000 346,104* ▲265,604 200,000 346,104* ▲265,604 

CHILD PROTECTION  
Number of children and 
adolescents benefitting from 
critical Child Protection 
services 

150,000 77,935 ▲ 69,602 100,000 77,935 ▲ 69,602 

EDUCATION  
Number of children accessing 
formal and non-formal early 
learning, pre-primary and 
primary education 

115,000 2,300 ▲1,100 100,000 2,300** ▲1,100 

Number of teachers trained on 
education in emergencies and 
disaster risk reduction 

1,500 130 ▲100 1,000 130 ▲100 

C4D  
Number of children, 
adolescents and young adults 
(< 24 yrs) benefitting from 
peace, social mobilization and 
life skills education 

   150,000 15,472 ▲8,897 

Number of people reached 
with Ebola preparedness 
activities 

   500,000 1,302,457 ▲662,129 


