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Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Angola
In southern Angola, an estimated 2.3 million people continue to face food insecurity and are in
need of humanitarian assistance due to the worsening and prolonged drought conditions. The
rains have failed for the last eight months, with less than 50 millimetres of rain recorded during
this period.  More than 421,000 people are food insecure  in the 23 communes surveyed. This
number is projected to increase to nearly 562,000 by February 2020, with 50 per cent of
communes  classified as experiencing crisis levels of food insecurity. Global acute malnutrition
prevalence is 9.8 per cent and 5.6 per cent of children are severely malnourished.  Affected
populations have seen their livelihoods deteriorate significantly, and already fragile livelihoods
are expected to worsen in the coming months due to poor harvests and limited access to food
during the lean season. Across the country, there are reports of loss of livestock and family
assets, increasing water scarcity, sharp rises in food prices in local markets, drops in school
attendance, school closures, increasing child protection risks and health emergencies,  such
as measles, polio and scabies outbreaks. In addition, the 10,000 refugees  in Lunda Norte
continue to require support.
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2019
In collaboration with government line
ministries, civil protection departments and
national and international non-governmental
organizations, UNICEF is providing life-saving
and protective humanitarian assistance in
Angola, through a timely, effective and
integrated package of nutrition, health, water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH), child
protection and education services. UNICEF is
supporting the Government's humanitarian
response through the provision of essential
drugs and vaccines, as well as nutrition,
WASH and communication for development
supplies. At the national and sub-national
levels, UNICEF is building on its strategic
presence by supporting assessment, response
and monitoring of humanitarian interventions,
while strengthening humanitarian coordination
and government services. UNICEF is leading
measles and polio vaccination campaigns,
including related communication for
development and social mobilization activities.
The humanitarian strategy emphasizes the
targeting of vulnerable communities in
programme implementation and through
geographic and programmatic convergence in
child-centred sites to deliver equitable and
integrated WASH, education, health and
nutrition services for those children and
families most impacted by drought. UNICEF
interventions will focus on schools, hospitals
and health centres, including in the provision
of safe drinking water, to promote
complementarity and foster synergies between
government and partner services, maximize
the use of resources and achieve greater
results for children. 

As of 31 August 2019, UNICEF had US$6.5
million available against the US$15.8 million
appeal (41 per cent funded).  The
deteriorating drought conditions in the south
provinces of Angola and the severe impacts of
drought on people's health, nutrition, WASH,
education and protection, particularly for
children and women, necessitate timely
resource mobilization. Without adequate
funding, UNICEF, the Government and
partners will be unable to mitigate the impact
of droughts. The results from 2019 reflect the
impact that resources have had on
achievements. Given that education, nutrition,
health and child protection were underfunded
in 2019, it will be critical that the 2020 appeal
is sufficiently funded to ensure an adequate
emergency response and reduce the suffering
of the most drought-affected populations,
including children and women. Funding
limitations will also have implications on
overall coordination and UNICEF’s ability to
complement the emergency drought initiatives
of the Government and partners. 
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Total people in need
2.3 million8

Total children (<18) in need
1.2 million   9

Total people to be reached
571,500  10

Total children to be reached
467,900  11

Nutrition 
379,907 children under 5 years screened
for malnutrition
189,974 children aged 6 to 59 months with
severe acute malnutrition admitted into
therapeutic treatment programmes 
100,000 caregivers of children aged 0 to
59 months accessing counselling on the
early detection of malnutrition signs,
positive infant and young child feeding
and preventive health and hygiene
practices

Health 
100,000 children aged 6 months to 14
years vaccinated against measles
150,000 children aged 0 to 14 years
vaccinated against polio
500 children aged 0 to 59 months with
acute watery diarrhoea received treatment
2,000 women and children under 5 years
accessing essential maternal and child
health services

WASH 
300,000 people accessing the agreed
quantity of water for drinking, cooking and
personal hygiene 
500,000 people reached with key
messages on hygiene practices through
face-to-face approaches 
150,000 people accessing appropriate
sanitation facilities

Child protection 
1,300 women and children reached with
key gender-based violence risk mitigation
measures
600 unaccompanied and separated
children accessing family-based care or
appropriate alternative services

Education 
25,000 affected children accessing formal
or non-formal primary education
450 children aged 0 to 5 accessing
community-based early childhood
development interventions

Communication for development 
700,000 people reached with key life-
saving and behaviour change messages
on health, including polio and nutrition,
through face-to-face approaches 

2020 programme targets
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Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director, Office of Emergency
Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

UNICEF 2019
targets

UNICEF total
 results

NUTRITION 
Children under 5 years in humanitarian situations screened for malnutrition 380,494 80,995
Children aged 6 to 59 months with severe acute malnutrition in humanitarian situations
admitted into therapeutic treatment programmes 68,912 5,417

Caregivers of children aged 0 to 59 months accessing counselling on early detection of
malnutrition signs, positive infant and young child feeding and preventative health and
hygiene practices

96,000 8,338

HEALTH  
Children aged 6 months to 14 years vaccinated against measles 30,000 0
Children aged 0 to 59 months with acute watery
diarrhoea who received treatment 500 0

Women and children under 5 years accessing essential maternal and child health services 800 0
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
People with access to safe water as per agreed standards 161,000 77,185
People reached with key messages on hygiene practices 181,500 118,949
People with access to appropriate sanitation facilities 141,600 59,474
CHILD PROTECTION
Women and children accessing gender-based violence response interventions 1,300 0
Unaccompanied and separated children accessing family-based care or  appropriate
alternative care services 300 0

 EDUCATION
Affected children accessing formal or non-formal primary education 25,000 1,320
Children aged 0 to 5 years accessing community-based early childhood development
interventions 450 0

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
People reached with key life-saving and behaviour change messages on health, nutrition,
WASH and child protection through face-to-face approaches. 691,040 618,949

i

ii

iii

iv

 Progress data from relevant government authorities is not available and will be reported in end-of-year situation reports. 
 Limited funding has impaired implementation and subsequently the delivery of results. However, training on case management, including gender-based violence, is scheduled for November 2019. 
 UNICEF will deliver training on case management from 22 September through 2 October in Huíla and Cunene. Thereafter, any data on unaccompanied and separated children will be reported. 
 Lack of funding has contributed to delays in the implementation of activities. Sensitization and fact-gathering missions to Cunene took place in September. The limited availability of technical staff

from the Ministry of Education has been a major bottleneck. The first training is tentatively planned for late September/early October, and implementation is scheduled to begin in October. 

 Results are as of 31 August 2019 unless otherwise noted. *
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Funding requirements
UNICEF is requesting US$15.8 million to meet the humanitarian needs
of children and women affected by drought, the nutrition crisis and
health emergencies in Angola in 2020. Without additional funding,
UNICEF will be unable to sustain its support to the national drought
response, as well as the response to health emergencies and the
refugee situation and mitigate the risks of a worsening situation for
children. 

Sector 2020 requirements (US$)
Nutrition 7,100,000
Health 1,200,000
Water, sanitation and hygiene 4,900,000
Child protection 450,000
Education 1,800,000
Communication for development 350,000
Total  15,800,000

 National Institute of Meteorology, 2019. 
 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, August 2019. 
 Ibid. 
 Vulnerability Assessment Committee, 2018. 
 Measles cases were reported at more than 50,000. Children under 5 years at risk of infection by vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 are estimated at 6,505,432 in all municipalities but Namibe

province. Some 50,000 scabies cases have been reported in Huíla province, and an estimated 120,000 scabies cases have been reported in Huíla, Cunene, Moxico and Bié provinces. 
 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 2019. 
 Available funds include US$4.8 million received against the 2019 appeal and US$1.6 million carried forward from the previous year. 
 This figure represents the drought-affected populations in Huíla, Cunene, Bié and Namibe provinces and accounts for close to 30 per cent of the entire population of the four provinces, including

refugees in Lunda Norte, affected by drought and in need of humanitarian assistance. Relatório da Situação Actual da Seca e suas Consequências Referente ao Período de Outubtro 2018 à 30 de
Abril de 2019 (government memo); Memorando Sobre a Situação da Seca na Província da Huíla Janeiro de 2019 (government memo); and the joint United Nations and Government (Casa Civil)
mission to Cunene and Huíla. The figure was adopted by United Nations agencies in 2019 and was officially used to support the 2019 Angola Central Emergency Response Fund application. 
 The Government estimates that 53 per cent of the population is under 18 years, based on 2019 data from the National Institute of Statistics. 
 This figure includes 380,494 children to be reached through the nutrition programme; 58,560 women and caregivers to be reached through the nutrition programme; and 132,480 people to be

reached with WASH assistance. The gender breakdown is 51.3 per cent men and 49.7 per cent women. 
 This figure includes 380,494 children to be reached through the nutrition programme, plus 66 per cent of the WASH targets, covering 87,437 children aged 5 to 17 years. 
 This represents 50 per cent of the expected severe acute malnutrition caseload in all seven provinces. 
 In addition to UNICEF WASH targets, the bulk of WASH interventions and capacity, particularly related to the drilling of water points and water trucking, is led by the Government. The Government

is responding to the highest WASH needs through government-funded interventions. 
 Activities to be implemented through communication for development support and Community-Led Total Sanitation. 
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Abubacar Sultan
Representative, Angola
Tel: +244 226 430 870
Email:  asultan@unicef.org


