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Highlights  Situation in Numbers 

• Since August 5, 2023, continuous monsoon rains have affected Chattogram, Cox’s 

Bazar, Rangamati, and Bandarban in Bangladesh. 1.3 million people including 

630,000 women and 480,000 children (0-18 years old) are affected and 600,000 

people are in need in four districts (Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Rangamati, and 

Bandarban), with 51 deaths reported1. 
• In Cox’s Bazar, approximately 538,373 people (including 25,533 in Rohingya 

camps and 185,200 children) are exposed after the floods and landslides, while 
nearly 85,500 people (3,500 children and 3,974 Rohingya refugees) were 
displaced and sheltered in temporary flood shelters2.   

• Multi-sectoral contingency partnership with Green Hill has been activated for the 
flash floods response in Chittagong. WASH, Education and SBC Sectors target up 
to 63,500 beneficiaries in the response.  

• With UNICEF support, distribution of 3,000 Hygiene kit boxes (each box contains 
15 items) for Chandanisae and Satkania Department of Public Health Engineering 
(DPHE) under Chattogram district is in progress which will benefit 13,500 
beneficiaries. 

• More than 87,050 children (50,200 female, 351 Children with disabilities) and 
community members were reached with critical information and services such as 
sporting events and hub activities via the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs 
(MoWCA) and MoYS outreaches.  

• In Cox’s Bazar, with UNICEF support, approximately 10,000 Rohingya refugees 

(approximately 4,700 children and 5,500 women) and more than 120,000 people in 

the host communities (approximately 55,600 children and 56,900 women) have 

received WASH supports including handwashing device, tubewell and latrine repair, 

disinfection of water and sanitation infrastructures as well as aqua tabs. 

• However, critical funding gaps across all sectors are still present, with a HAC 
funding gap of US60.6M (35% per cent) restricting UNICEF’s ability to meet the 
priority needs of girls, women, and persons with disabilities. 
 
 

 1.3 million 
  People (0.63 million women,      

    0.48 million children (0-18 yrs   
         old)) affected3 

 

  0.6 million 
  People in need (198,000  

      children, 156,000 girls, 8,100   
          Persons with disabilities) 3 

 
 

213,214 
Estimated Temporarily 

 Displaced3 

 
 

     15,738 
         Waterpoints Damaged3 

 

     112,820 
      Latrines Damaged3 

 
1 Divisional Health Office 
2 D-form Heavy rainfall (flood 5.8.2023), Cox’s Bazar and ISCG Flash Update 2 on Monsoon Response, 5-8 Aug 2023 
3 Rapid Assessment of Chattogram Division Flash Flood and Monsoon Rain 2023  

6 years old Fahmida lost her home and necessary belongings to the recent devastating flood in the 

Southern region of Bangladesh. As vital services are disrupted, children's fundamental rights to health, 

education, and nutrition hang in the balance. © UNICEF Bangladesh/2023/Mukut 



 

 

Humanitarian Situation and Needs3   

The Chattogram Division is grappling with devastating flash floods that 

have left thousands marooned without essential provisions like food, 

clean water, medicine, and electricity. Since August 5, 2023, continuous 

monsoon rains have affected Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Rangamati, 

and Bandarban in Bangladesh. Heavy rainfall, ranging from 44 to 89 

mm, led to flash floods and landslides in the Hill Tracts, especially in 

Bandarban town and nearby areas. 1.3 million people including 

630,000 women and 480,000 children (0-19 years old) are affected 

while 600,000 people are in need of humanitarian assistance in four 

districts (Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Ragamati, and Bandarban), with 51 

deaths reported1. 
38 out of the division's 51 Upazilas are submerged, leading to significant destruction in Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Rangamati, 
and Bandarban. Major rivers in the region were overflowing, crippling major transport routes, and resulting in the damage 
of up to 410 kilometres of roads. Immediate efforts have been channeled towards rescue operations, relief distributions, 
and addressing the basic requirements of the affected people. The persisting issue of landslides demands urgent attention. 
A comprehensive long-term plan to reduce climate related risks are urgently needed. 
 
Chittagong (Bandarban, Rangamati, Chattogram and Khagrachari Districts)  
 
Chattogram District: A total of 843,505 people (401,959 
female, 292,214 children including 7,013 CAwD4) have been   
affected by the flash floods and landslides in Chattogram City 
and 15 Upazilas (sub-districts) of Chattogram District, with 
Chandanaise, Satkania, and Lohagara Upazilas severely 
affected.5 A total of 28,070 houses were damaged, 18,885 
partially and 9,185 houses fully damaged. The District 
Administration reported 16 deaths including 1 child. 
photodamaged sanitation facilities at La 
Bandarban District: 62,000 people (23,677 female, 13,680 
children including 589 CAwD)5 have been impacted by the 
flashfloods and landslides in over 7 Upazilas. 6,579 houses have 
been damaged (5,173 partially damaged and 1,406 fully 
damaged). 108 para-centers have been destroyed. 10 people 
died due to landslides and drowning, while 4 others were injured. 
Currently 396 people are living in shelters.  

 
Rangamati District:  30,254 people (8,954 female and 11,981 
children including 161 CAwD) from 8,425 households located 
in 29 unions of 7 Upazilas and Rangamati Municipality are 
affected. Five deaths were reported, 4 of them children.5 The Director of Primary Education (DPE) reported that 71 Primary 
schools were damaged partially while the SSS CHT management reported 40 Para-centers being damaged. Overall, the 
flood situation is improving though the affected communities are yet to recover from their losses.  

  
Khagrachari District: 15,000 people (4,439 female, 5,940 children) were affected in Khagrachari District. The situation 
in Khagrachari has gradually improved.  

 
UNICEF Response  
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 

• Distribution of 3,000 Hygiene kit boxes (each box contains 15 items) supported by UNICEF for Chandanisae and 
Satkania DPHE under Chattogram district is in progress with up to 13,500 beneficiaries to benefit. 

• With UNICEF support, construction of 100 climate resilient sanitary toilets with disability-friendly design is underway at 
Bandarban and Rangamati districts and will benefit an estimated 4,500 people. 

• Hygiene promotion sessions were conducted on hand washing with soap and on Menstrual Hygiene Management 
(MHM) through mass media and focused group discussions which reached approximately 1,350 people. 

 

 
4 Children and Adolescents with Disabilities  
5 From the District Administration assessment reports 

7 years old Phue Chai seeking shelter in a school after the recent floods hit 

the southern region of Bangladesh. Floods have upturned the lives of 

countless children like Phue. UNICEF is urgently working to provide shelter, 

healthcare & protection to children affected. 

© UNICEF Bangladesh/2023/Mukut 

DPHE Satkania Office distributed Hygiene Kit Box 



 

 

Nutrition 

• With UNICEF support, Nutrition National Service (NNS) department in Dhaka allocated additional supplies (a total 18 
items such as IEC materials, registers, monitoring tools, reporting formats, flow charts etc.) to all SAM units of 
Chattogram, Bandarban and Rangamati districts for smooth inpatient management of SAM children and reporting from 
the facilities.      

• With UNICEF support and facilitation, the DRS in Chattogram 
received therapeutic milk (F-75 in 192 cans and F-100 in 120 cans) 
from the CMSD, Dhaka on 23 August 2023 for the management of 
SAM children in targeted health facilities. These supplies are only 
for 100 SAM children with severe acute malnutrition who are 
admitted in health facilities (Upazila Health Complexes/hospitals).  

• UNICEF followed up with district and Upazila level managers and 
service providers to strengthen nutrition service delivery at IMCI-N 
corners and in community clinics with a focus on MUAC screening, 
admission, and inpatient SAM management.    

• UNICEF maintained coordination and updated the national level 
Nutrition Cluster on the situation, needs/gaps and 
recommendations. Also, UNICEF facilitated a Coordination meeting 
with the Divisional Director-Health and the Civil Surgeons of the 
flood affected districts (Cox’s Bazar, Bandarban, Rangamati and 
Chattogram).    
 

Child Protection 

• With UNICEF support and in partnership with the Department of Social Services (DSS), the list of vulnerable children 
and affected families in need has been finalized and a total of 2,850 Family kits and dignity kits was distributed to five 
affected districts (Bandarban, Chattogram, Rangamati, Khagrachari, and CXB) that will benefit the 2,850 households. 

• Child Protection Section facilitated more than 2,650 information sessions (including information on how to seek help, 
drowning prevention and dengue prevention), and supported referral of vulnerable children for multi-sectoral services 
identified through the Child Protection Community Hubs in floods-affected locations and through the Child Helpline 
(CHL) 1098 (928 calls were  related to information seeking). More than 87,050 (50,200 female, 351 children  with 
disabilities) children and community members were reached with critical information and services such as sporting 
events and hub activities via MoWCA and MoYS outreaches.  

• Following a quick assessment, 16 additional Social Workers have been deployed along with four Social Work 
Consultants for Child protection response work. 

• With UNICEF support, case follow-up of the children in affected areas and provision of psychosocial support are ongoing 
facilitated by the social workers, reaching more than 2,500 beneficiaries (1,586 female, 76 people with disabilities). 

 

Health 

• UNICEF has provided technical and financial support to conduct an intensive program in 10 upazilas by Health workers 
from the Government of Bangladesh who are conducting door to door visits to vaccinate the children as per eligible 
antigens in their respective affected areas. Up to  now the coverage is BCG - 281, Penta1- 265, Penta 2- 273. Penta 3- 
169, MR 1- 144 and MR 2- 147 doses. 

 
Education 

• Together with the District and Divisional Education Authorities, UNICEF identified 127 damaged Government Primary 
Schools in Bandarban District and 198 damaged in Rangamati District and shared this information with the Directorate 
of Primary Education (DPE). The DPE will instruct schools to use the School Level Improvement Plans for repairs and 
to be complemented by 1,200 Education in Emergency (EiE) kits prepositioned in the UNICEF warehouse which will be 
distributed to children in 198 schools. 

• Learning centers in Lama and Alikadam under The Educate the Most Disadvantaged Children (EMDC) projects 
supported by UNICEF have been damaged. A total of 14 learning centers needs to be renovated and relocated. Children 
need basic learning materials so that learners can start to learn quickly. The implementing partner is prioritizing 
renovation of the affected centers, and Project Officers and facilitators are visiting the children’s homes to provide 
psychosocial support.  
 

Social and Behavior Change (SBC)  

• UNICEF supported the District Information offices to identify the most affected areas for community engagement and 
message dissemination.   

• UNICEF and partners disseminated key lifesaving messages and information among 318,000 affected population  

Civil Surgeon Office, Chattogram received 

therapeutic milk  



 

 

• through street miking. 

• UNICEF provided lifesaving messages to 95,000 people (52,250 women) through the local radio station, Sagorgiri, 
which are continuously being aired by the radio station.    

 
Cox’s Bazar 
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 

• With UNICEF support, 278 latrines, 98 bathing cubicles, 26 tube wells, 3 tap-stands, 3 transfer stations and 4 
Solid Waste Management sites were repaired. 14 latrines, 5 Bathing cubicles and 1 tube well were 
decommissioned (their services discontinued due to contamination). 11 handwashing devices and 32 communal 
bins have been installed so far along with 11 sites chlorinated, 21 water facilities and 86 sanitation facilities 
disinfected, with 118,400 aqua tabs distributed. As a result, approximately 10,000 Rohingya refugees 
(approximately 4,700 children and 5,500 women) and more than 120,000 people in the host communities (approximately 
55,600 children and 56,900 women) have received WASH supports. 

• In the host communities, 5 tube wells, 1 tap stand, 610 latrines and 1011 handwashing devices were repaired and 
installed, 235 water infrastructures disinfected and 21,510 aqua tabs distributed. The WASH Section plans to 
distribute 1,900 Hygiene kits among the most vulnerable flood- affected poor families in two of the most affected 
Upazilas.   

• In collaboration with the WASH Section, 1,900 flood affected families will be reached with hygiene kits (local) as part 
of our response. 

 
Child Protection 

• With UNICEF support, 60 children (30 girls) from the refugee camps, and 2 boys from the host community were 
relocated to a more secure environment to ensure their safety.  

• Members of the Community-based Child Protection Committee (CBCPC) and staff are actively disseminating messages 
on the impact of the monsoon, Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) strategies, as well as crucial Child Protection (CP) and 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) risks. So far, these activities have reached approximately 3,502 community members 
including 1,807 females. Additionally, CBCPCs are playing a vital role in spreading awareness on dengue prevention, 
emergency shelter locations, the importance of preserving essential documents, and the post-disaster impact. 

• Psychosocial Support (PSS) has been extended to 203 children and adolescents including 98 girls and 15 children 
with disabilities. 8 children (3 girls) from the host community have also received Psychosocial First Aid (PFA) in the 
camps. 

•  Furthermore, case management support has been provided to 34 children (18 girls and nine children with 
disabilities). 

 
Health 

• In the host communities, during the floods, a Rickshaw Van was utilized to transfer patients to the Pekua and Chakaria 
health complexes as access roads to the hospitals and court yards were flooded. 

• Two Mobile Medical Teams are prepared to deploy within the catchment area to provide emergency health support. 
The health teams are fully functional at their respective health facilities and ready for future emergencies. Health teams 
will continue to liaise with the CIC Office and Site Management for emergency health support as needed. 

 
Nutrition & Humanitarian Cash Transfer (HCT) 

• In the host communities, 1,006 women-headed most vulnerable, and flood affected families (including women-headed 
families with person with disabilities) have been identified and will be supported with unconditional multi-purpose cash 
grant (aligned to the Cash Working Group guideline). This multipurpose grant has been implemented through the 
Nutrition Program which already runs a similar intervention for vulnerable families, and will support the affected families 
to cope with the post-flood situation and partially recover from the devastation of the flooding.  

• In the Rohingya camps, at least 52 Mobile Nutrition Team (MNT) are on standby to give support in any kind of 
emergency and also sensitization is continuing within the community on maintaining safety during heavy rainfall. 
Regular communication with the site management sector team and Disaster Management Committees (DMCs) is 
maintained in the camp area to get updates about progress of the response. 

  



 

 

Humanitarian Coordination and Leadership   

UNICEF’s Chattogram Field Office is in regular contact 
and coordination with Government Departments to 
monitor the situation. UNICEF met with the Deputy 
Commissioner of Bandarban, the Chairman of the 
Bandarban Hill District Council (BHDC) and the secretary 
of the Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs (MoCHTA) 
to update the UNICEF response plan with other UN 
agencies (UNDP, UNFPA, WFP) and also organized a 
meeting with one implementing partner to discuss a 
contingency partnership in Rangamati. UNICEF 
advocated, through the chairman of Bandarban Hill 
District Council (BHDC), for the renovation of 108 
damaged para centres in Bandarban. Moreover, UNICEF participated in a UN coordination meeting in Chattogram to 
discuss coordination and a multi-sectoral flood response. In Cox’s Bazar, a Disaster Management Control Room was 
opened under the leadership of the Deputy Commissioner of Cox’s Bazar district. Meetings of the Cox’s Bazar District 
Disaster Management Committee (DDMC), and Health Coordination meeting were held on a regular basis from the week 
of 5 August 2023 to date. The Deputy Commissioner’s office finalized the D-form and shared this with the Ministry of Disaster 
management and Relief (MoDMR) and the DRR Working Group of Cox’s Bazar. UNICEF Field Office Teams are in regular 
contact with the sectoral focal points, the Office of The Refugee Relief and Repatriation (RRRC) and Deputy Commissioner’s 
office as well as the Civil Surgeon’s office and the Department of Public Health and Engineering (DPHE) and sharing 
relevant information. UNICEF is leading the WASH and Nutrition Clusters and Child Protection sub-sector as well as being 
the co-lead of the Education Sector. UNICEF is an active member of the Emergency Preparedness and Response Working 
Group and the Access Working Group (AWG). A meeting of the Access Working Group was held on 8th August 2023 to 
discuss the challenges of delivery to humanitarian access in the flood affected camps. The Resident Coordinator’s Office is 
currently working on a Humanitarian Response Plan (August 2023-January 2024) for the floods repose. 
 

Funding Situation   

By 6 September 2023, UNICEF Bangladesh Country Office had mobilized about US$ 505,000 from the Danish Government 
as part of Thematic Humanitarian support for the dengue and flood response in Bangladesh. However, critical funding gaps 
in the UNICEF Bangladesh Country Office HAC 2023 across all sectors restricted UNICEF’s ability to meet the priority 
needs of girls, women, and people with disabilities during the flooding. Flexible donor funding is crucial to provide essential 
support to flood-affected communities in the southeast of Bangladesh. The current funding status is shown below: 
 

Appeal Sector 
Funding 

Requirements  

Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Current Year (2023) Total 

Resources available 
from 2022 (Carry-Over) Total funds 

available 
$ % 

ORE ORR ORE ORR 

Nutrition 22,026,730 3,101,843 0 3,101,843 2,894,170 10,817,027 16,813,039  5,213,691  24% 

Health 25,698,388 6,628,599 0 6,628,599 4,579,224 7,504,999 18,712,822  6,985,565  27% 

Water, sanitation, 
and hygiene 

32,430,036  14,686,923 85,732 14,772,655 1,606,757 7,195,482 23,574,895  8,855,141  27% 

Child protection, 
GBViE and PSEA 

33,930,737  4,596,206 0 4,596,206 1,256,920 5,077,697 10,930,823 
 

22,999,914  
68% 

Education 46,269,606  22,418,702 0 22,418,702 5,089,101 8,460,767 35,968,570 
 

10,301,036  
22% 

Cross-sectoral 
(HCT, C4D, 
RCCE and AAP) 

6,482,690  1,552,264 0 1,552,264 147,835 505,073 2,205,173  4,277,518  66% 

Emergency 
preparedness 

7,000,000  4,002,816 24,630 4,027,446 947,470 0 4,974,916  2,025,084  29% 

Total 173,838,186 56,987,354 110,362 57,097,716 16,521,476 39,561,045 113,180,238 60,657,948 35% 

     As of 31 August 2023 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting between Civil Surgeon, Bandarban and UNICEF 



 

 

News Links  
• 51km of roads in Ctg city badly damaged by floods: https://www.thedailystar.net/environment/climate-crisis/natural-

disaster/news/51km-roads-ctg-city-badly-damaged-floods-3393276 
•  Ctg flood: Crops of 50,000 hectares of land damaged: https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/ctg-flood-

crops-50000-hectares-land-damaged-3393146 
•  Chattogram Division: Floods damage 577 educational institutions: 

https://www.thedailystar.net/environment/news/chattogram-division-floods-damage-577-educational-institutions-
3394331 

• Aftermath of Ctg Flood: Many children yet to return to school: 
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/education/news/aftermath-ctg-flood-many-children-yet-return-school-
3396911       

• Floods in Ctg: 88pc schools in Satkania remain shut: https://www.thedailystar.net/environment/climate-crisis/natural-
disaster/news/floods-ctg-88pc-schools-satkania-remain-shut-3394131    

• Flood in North: 1 lakh people affected in four districts: https://www.thedailystar.net/environment/news/flood-north-1-
lakh-people-affected-four-districts-3404631 

• 2 dead, 1 missing as floods lash Chittagong again: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/323701/2-dead-
1-missing-as-floods-lash-chittagong-again  

• Chittagong flood: 50km of roads, crops on 50,000 hectares of land damaged: 
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/322373/chittagong-flood-50km-of-roads-crops-on-50-000 

• Flood wreaks havoc on Chittagong-Cox’s Bazar rail line project:  
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/322102/flood-wreaks-havoc-on-chittagong-cox%E2%80%99s-
bazar-rail 

• 16 dead in Chattogram floods, three remain missing: https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/epplir6wmj 
• Flood kills 49 in four districts in Chattogram Division: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/16-dead-chattogram-

floods-three-remain-missing-680702 
• Ctg flood damages crops, fish, livestock worth Tk135cr: Officials: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ctg-flood-

damages-crops-fish-livestock-worth-tk135cr-officials-680918 
• Chattogram city under water again; Deferred HSC exams of Ctg, two other boards begin: 

https://www.newagebd.net/article/210472/chattogram-city-under-water-again 
• Rain, landslides wreak havoc in Ctg again; Two die, one missing, HSC exams delayed, communications disrupted: 

https://www.newagebd.net/article/210532/rain-landslides-wreak-havoc-in-ctg-again 
• Thousands stranded in Rangpur division flash flood again: 8th wave of flash floods hits north since June: 

https://www.newagebd.net/article/210435/thousands-stranded-in-flash-flood-again 
• Flood damages 28,070 houses, 723km roads in Ctg  
• daily-sun – August 16, 2023 
• At least 577 educational institutions have been affected by floods in Chittagong  
• deshrupantor – August 16, 2023 
• A deluge of desolation: Unravelling the catastrophic floods in Chattogram and southern Bangladesh  
• bdnews24 – August 14, 2023 
• 50,000 hectares of crops destroyed in floods in Chittagong   
• deshrupantor – August 14, 2023 

 
WHO TO CONTACT FOR 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 

 

Sheldon Yett 

Representative  

UNICEF Bangladesh 

Email: syett@unicef.org 

Emma Brigham 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Bangladesh ebrigham@unicef.org 

Dr. Saja Farooq Abdullah  

Chief Field Services  

UNICEF Bangladesh     

sabdullah@unicef.org 
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Annex 1: Risk Classification of Affected Area 
 

 

 



 

 

Annex 2: Details of WASH facility Damage and Needs 8  
 

 
District 
Name 
 
 
 
 
  

Water points fully 
non-functional 
(Tube well, well, 
Ring Well, etc)  

 
 
Water points 
partially non-
functional 
(Tube well, 
Well, Ring 
Well, etc)  

Sanitation 
Facilities fully 
damaged 

Sanitation 
Facilities 
partially 
damaged 

Cox's 
Bazar 

                                
2,401  

                        
3,854  

                          
11,693  

                        
18,128  

Bandarban 
                                    
117  

                           
289  

                             
5,010  

                           
7,226  

Chittagong  
                                
6,500  

                        
2,000  

                          
61,555  

                           
6,805  

Rangamati 
                                      
16  

                           
447  

                                
203  

                           
2,200  

Total  
                                
9,034  

                        
6,590  

                          
78,461  

                        
34,359  

 

 
8 Source: Bandarban, Rangamati and Chattogram DPHE 


