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South Sudan
HIGHLIGHTS

Since 15 April, 142,962 people (including 63,569 children and 39,157 women) entered South 
Sudan fleeing violent conflict in Sudan. 91.2 per cent are South Sudanese.
In response to the Sudan crisis, UNICEF scaled up life-saving WASH, Health, Nutrition, Child 
Protection, Education and Social and Behavioral Change services at borders and transit 
sites.
UNICEF supported malaria prevention and treatment efforts by providing health education on 
prevention and distributing 417,341 Long-Lasting Insecticide-Treated Nets (LLINs) which 
benefitted 834,682 pregnant women and children, exceeding targets in over 280 supported 
health facilities and over 290 Boma (community health sites). 
UNICEF's Humanitarian Action for Children appeal requires US$ 217.2 million and currently 
has a 59 per cent funding gap. The least funded sectors are Education, WASH  and Health. 

UNICEF RESPONSE AND FUNDING STATUS*
Measles

Funding status

SAM

Funding status

Psychosocial support

Funding status

Access to education

Funding status

Messaging

Funding status

Safe Water

Funding status

* UNICEF response % is only for the indicator, the funding status is for the entire sector.

SITUATION IN NUMBERS

5,000,000  
Children in need of
humanitarian assistance1

9,400,000  
People in need of
humanitarian assistance2

2,200,000  
Internally Displaced People
3

1,400,000  
Children expected to suffer
acute malnutrition4

FUNDING STATUS (IN US$)**

$53.7M

$35M
$128.5M

UNICEF
APPEAL 2023
US $217.2M

Humanitarian
Resources

2022 carry over

Funding gap

** Funding available includes: funds
received in the current year; carry-over
from the previous year; and repurposed
funds with agreement from donors

Women and children getting water from a borehole built by UNICEF in Malakal Town, South Sudan.
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98%

11%

51%

91%

70%

39%

3%

4%

46%

67%

29%

17%

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/south-sudan/situation-reports


FUNDING OVERVIEW AND
PARTNERSHIPS
In 2023, UNICEF's Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal,
which was revised in April 2023, requires US$ 217.2 million to meet
the critical needs of 5.3 million people5 (compared to the original
target of 4.9 million people), including 3.5 million children affected by
multiple shocks in South Sudan. The funds will enable UNICEF,
alongside the Government and partners to deliver integrated
services in WASH, Nutrition, Education, Child Protection, Health, and
Social and Behaviour Change (SBC) to protect children's rights and
to deliver on the Core Commitments for Children (CCCs) in
Humanitarian Action.  

From January to June 2023, UNICEF South Sudan received US$ 54
million (25 per cent of the total ask). An additional US$ 35 million
was carried over from 2022 (16 per cent of the ask). Overall, US$ 89
million was made available for the first six months of the year,
resulting in a 59 per cent funding gap for the HAC appeal. The
Nutrition sector is the most funded sector with a total of US$ 69
million (91 per cent of their overall ask), followed by SBC with
US$2.99 million (67 per cent funded), and Child Protection with US$
3.6 million (39 per cent funded). The three least funded sectors are
Education with US$ 2.25 million received (96 per cent funding gap),
Health with US$ 1.48 million received (89 per cent funding gap) and
WASH with US$ 9.36 million (83 per cent funding gap).  

To respond to the Sudan crisis that began on 15 April 2023, UNICEF
South Sudan developed a Sudan Crisis Response Plan to cover a
three-month period (May – July 2023) with a request for US$ 8.85
million. The response plan aims to provide the returnee and refugee
populations with critical life-saving services upon arrival to final
destination.  

UNICEF is thankful for the contributions of donors and partners
(Canada, Japan, the United Kingdom, USAID Bureau for
Humanitarian Assistance (BHA), USA State Department’s Bureau of
Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM), German Federal
Foreign Office, European Commission/ECHO, UN OCHA, Spanish
Committee for UNICEF, New Zealand Committee for UNICEF, United
States Fund for UNICEF, German Committee for UNICEF, UNICEF
Saudi Arabia, United Nations Multi Partner Trust Fund) that help
provide services to support South Sudan's vulnerable children and
women. 

Nonetheless, South Sudan remains one of the most underfunded,
and complex humanitarian environments in the world. UNICEF will
continue advocating for additional flexible, multi-year funding to
continue delivering integrated packages to build community
resilience and support the survival, protection, and education of
South Sudan’s most vulnerable children in the hardest-to-reach
areas. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW AND
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
South Sudan, the world’s youngest country, has been faced with
concurrent challenges since its creation in 2011. Since the start of
the Sudan crisis in April 2023, South Sudan has been experiencing
an influx of refugees and returnees across multiple points of entry
along the border between Sudan and South Sudan. Before the crisis,
there were over 800,000 South Sudanese registered in Sudan, of
whom 78 per cent were women are children. As of 30 June 2023, a
total of 32,159 households and 142,962 individuals, including 63,569
children have been registered arriving at 20 points of entry6 in five
States/Administrative Areas: States - Upper Nile, Unity, Northern and

Western Bahr el Ghazel States, Raja, AA- Abyei and Ruweng. 49.7
per cent of individuals crossing the border are men and 50.3 are
women. 91 per cent of the new arrivals are South Sudanese and 6
per cent are Sudanese.7 8 These States, which heavily rely on
imports of goods from Sudan, are experiencing increasing food
prices and fuel costs. Existing critical levels of food insecurity and
malnutrition are likely to be further impacted as the conflict has
disrupted the flow of commodities from Sudan, resulting in an
increased food basket cost by 16 – 81 per cent in border States.
With inflation rising and the rainy season approaching, the situation
is expected to deteriorate in South Sudan, whilst the conflict in
Sudan threatens to further destabilize the already fragile situation. 

UNICEF and its partners continue providing services and support to
respond to the humanitarian needs of the returnees and refugees in
transit sites and points of entry in Upper Nile, Northern Bahr El
Ghazal, and Unity States through integrated services in WASH,
Health, Nutrition, Child protection, WASH, and Social and Behaviour
Change (SBC) communication. For nutrition, 22,445 children 6-59
months and pregnant and lactating women (PLWs) (128 per cent of
the target) were screened for acute malnutrition, exceeding the
target of 17,429 individuals.  

Furthermore, South Sudan remains in an extremely fragile health
context. The measles outbreak which was declared by the Ministry of
Health in 2022 continues. From January - June 2023, 2,546
suspected cases of measles and 32 measles-related deaths were
reported9 , the highest number of cases (329) being reported in
Epidemiological Week 3 2023 (January 16 - 22) and the lowest (19)
in Week 20 (May 15 - 21)10 . The influx of returnees due to the
ongoing Sudan crisis reiterates the need to enhance surveillance
and immunization services to reduce the number of cases. A high
proportion of unvaccinated/unknown status children (75 per cent)
was detected among the cases pointing to gaps in measles
immunization. A growing number of preventative and communicable
diseases were reported due to high vulnerability and poor living
conditions, combined with the start of the rainy season and the
overstretched health systems. Malaria, acute watery diarrhoea
(AWD), and acute respiratory infections are the most reported
diseases amongst returnees and refugees from Sudan. Mental
health, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) needs are high
among returnees and refugees, due to the traumatic events they
experienced in Sudan. The risk of exposure to protection incidents,
and gender-based violence remains a concern at transit sites and on
the return journeys to places of origin. This is due to the high
vulnerability factors, including lack of essential services such as
shelter, food, clean water, sanitation facilities, and loss of assets
(including financial resources). 

The nutrition status of children in South Sudan continues to
deteriorate due to the multiple hazards the county is facing.
According to the April - July 2023 integrated food security
classification (IPC) projection, 7.76 million people were expected to
face a Crisis status (IPC Phase 3) or acute food insecurity, with
43,000 people in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) acute food insecurity.
Between June and September 2023, over 60 per cent of the
population is expected to be acutely food insecure, leading to
widespread Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 3)
statuses throughout the country, especially in Northern Jonglei and
Upper Nile.11 Key drivers of this food crisis are economic shocks,
conflict/insecurity, and climate change (floods). The influx of refugees
and returnees entering from Sudan places strain on an already
limited food assistance system, especially in areas of entry and
return. In 2023, about 1.4 million children under five years are
expected to suffer from wasting of which 345,893 children will likely
be suffering from severe wasting. UNICEF and Nutrition cluster
partners have set a target of treating 290,000 children affected by
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in 2023. 
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Attacks on humanitarian individuals and convoys remain a threat in
many parts of South Sudan. Since January 2023, eight attacks
targeting the programme locations of UNICEF implementing partners
(IP) were recorded. Some resulted in injuries to IP staff and looting of
UNICEF supplies from programme implementation sites namely at
two nutrition sites, Lokoromach and Maruwo, in the Greater Pibor
Administrative Area in May 2023. These incidents have impacted the
delivery of humanitarian supplies, and outreach and supervision
have been halted due to insecurity. This will further impact the dire
needs of the local population. Constant youth attacks through cattle
raids, abductions, and revenge killings fuel cyclic violence in most
states across the country. Since January 2023, Lekuangole and
Gumuruk counties in Pibor continue to witness inter-clan conflict
resulting in 156 fatalities, dozens of injuries, and the displacement of
about 30,000 people. Deep-seated political, interpersonal rivalries
and mistrust threaten to escalate under the strain of intercommunal
rivalries and other forms of violent conflicts amid institutional and
infrastructure capacity constraints. South Sudan is one of the most
logistically challenging places in the world and has one of the most
underdeveloped communications technology infrastructures. The
preparations for the highly anticipated 2024 Presidential Elections
are ongoing.  

SUMMARY ANALYSIS OF PROGRAMME
RESPONSE

Health

From January - June 2023, UNICEF continued to support the
provision of both emergency and routine health services and worked
alongside the Ministry of Health and more than 10 implementing
partners. Health services were provided through the support of the
World Bank for primary health care services (in three states and two
administrative areas) as well as for Covid-19 vaccination across the
country. The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
supported malaria intervention and GAVI supported immunization
activities across the country. 

From January - June 2023, a total of 1,750,161 curative
consultations (957,577 females and 918,107 children under 5 years)
were provided at both the health facility and community levels (Boma
Health Initiative - BHI) in three UNICEF supported States and two
Administrative Areas. The most common diagnoses were for malaria
(28 per cent), diarrhoea (15 per cent) and acute respiratory
infections (11 per cent). The remaining 46 per cent of consultations
was attributed to other communicable and non-communicable

diseases including tropical diseases, mental health, cancers,
cardiovascular, endocrine/metabolic conditions, eye infections, skin
infections and injuries, among others. UNICEF continued to support
malaria prevention and treatment efforts by providing health
education on prevention, distributing 417,341 Long-Lasting
Insecticide-Treated Nets (LLINs) that benefitted 834,682 pregnant
women and children, early detection, and treatment of patients at
over 280 supported health facilities and over 290 Boma (community
health). 

In this reporting period, 2,546 new measles cases were reported.
UNICEF supported the implementation of activities and a total of
2,594,088 children aged 6-59 months were vaccinated against
measles - 2,383,771 through a nation-wide integrated measles
follow-up vaccination campaign and an additional 210,317 through
an outbreak response in all 10 States. From January - June 2023, 63
countries in all 10 states had at least one measles outbreak. In June
2023, a measles mop-up vaccination exercise was conducted in five
counties of three States including Northern Bahr El Ghazal, Upper
Nile and Unity resulted in 65,606 children under 6 months to 15
years of age being vaccinated against measles and 64,070 children
0-15 years of age vaccinated against Polio. 1,884,273 people above
18 years of age received a COVID-19 vaccine and an additional
429,658 people of same age received booster doses. During the
period, UNICEF supported the delivery and installation of 95 Solar
Direct Drive (SDD) fridges to improve the vaccine storage capacity at
the service delivery points across the country. 

UNICEF, in response to the Sudan crisis, has established mobile
clinics in Renk, Melut. Malakal, Aweil, Upper Nile State, Unity State,
and NBeG State. In these clinics, 15,600 children from 6-59 months
of age were vaccinated against measles and an additional 14,500
children 0-59 months received an oral polio vaccine (OPV).

Nutrition

During the first half of 2023, 149,119 children from 6-59 months (51
per cent of the target) were admitted for severe wasting (SAM)
treatment programs. The highest admission was reported in Jonglei
(20 per cent), NBeG (16 per cent), and Unity (13 per cent). As
compared to the same period in 2022, the national admission rate
increased by four per cent. In Central Equatoria, a 45 per cent
increase was noted, a 38 per cent increase was recorded in
Northerm Bahr el Ghazal and a 28 per cent increase in Warrap. In
five states (Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei, Unity, Western Bahr el
Ghazal (WBeG) and Western Equatoria) an average of 14 per cent
reduction in admission is observed but the reasons for this reduction
are not yet clear. 

Comparison of number of children under 5 who received primary health services in
health facilities (HF) or in Boma Health Initiative (BHI) community centers from
January - June 2022 and 2023.

©
U

N
IC

EF
/C

ha
rle

s 
N

ge
m

an
i 2

02
3

Comparison of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) admissions from January-June
2021, 2022, and 2023.
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From January to June 2023, the performance indicators of SAM
treatment were above the acceptable minimum Sphere standards,
with a cure rate of 95.4 per cent, death rate of 0.4 and default rate of
1.9 per cent. 

From January to June 2023, 878,954 pregnant women and
caregivers of children 0-23 months were reached with infant and
young child feeding (IYCF) counselling services, representing 50 per
cent of the 2023 target. 

UNICEF in collaboration with WHO supported the Ministry of Health
to conduct an integrated measles immunization campaign, Vitamin A
supplementation to children 6-59 months and Mid Upper Arm
Circumference (MUAC) screening campaign across all 10 States
targeting 2,788,786 million children 6-59 months. During this mass
campaign organized in May 2023, an estimated 2.2 million children
(1,166,543 girls and 1,033,497 boys) received the first dose of
Vitamin A supplementation, representing 78.7 per cent coverage and
1.6 million children were screened for malnutrition using MUAC
measurements, with the aim to identify and treat malnourished
children early. 23,742 children with Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM)
and 129,562 children with Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) were
referred for treatment. 

Since the onset of the conflict in Sudan, UNICEF has been
responding to the refugee and returnees' influx through the main
entry points in Upper Nile, Unity, NBeG, WBeG states and Abyei
administrative area. Among the entry points, Upper Nile State, Renk
county is receiving the highest number (92 per cent). A total of
10,253 under 5 children and 2,117 Pregnant and Lactating Women
(PLW) were screened for malnutrition in reception, entry point and
transit centers across the five states. 743 children under 5 years
were identified with SAM and 1,877 others with MAM. These
children, who arrive in critical condition and are already
malnourished, received on-site treatment and were referred to the
nearest treatment facilities. 

UNICEF supported the establishment of three mobile clinics in Renk
(Joda), Palioch and Malakal to support delivery of integrated health
and nutrition services to returnees and refugees. GOAL, an
international non-governmental organization, is supporting the
response in Renk with UNICEF in 14 functional nutrition sites. 

During the reporting period, SMART nutrition surveys were
conducted in seven counties, six of which were validated by the
Nutrition Information Working Group (NIWG). Six out of the seven
survey results revealed that the prevalence of wasting among young
children was above the emergency threshold, with Aweil North (24.8
per cent) recording the highest level followed by Mayendit (20.5 per
cent). 

The major priorities of the second half of 2023 are to continue
providing early detection and treatment of acute malnutrition, as well
as preventive services including promotion of Maternal, Infant and
Young Child Feeding Nutrition (MIYCN) services among pregnant
and lactating mothers. UNICEF will organize the second round of
Vitamin A supplementation campaign integrating deworming and
screening of acute malnutrition in November 2023.  

The main challenge facing the Nutrition section has been poor
access to programme areas due to floods and conflict. The section
received limited long-term and predictable funding for nutrition
interventions, making it difficult to reach all targets. 

Child protection, GBViE and PSEA
From January to June 2023, UNICEF and partners reached 46,414
children (20,653 girls and 25,761 boys) and 6,067 adults (3,108
women and 2,959 men), with psychosocial support (PSS) activities,
achieving 70 per cent of the overall target. These activities included
awareness raising on positive parenting and child protection as well

as focused and non-focused mental health and psychosocial support
(MHPSS) in child  friendly spaces, schools, and communities in
South Sudan. A total of 4,071 children (1,875 girls and 2,196 boys)
and 881 adults (463 women and 418 men) were reached with key
messages on Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE). 

A total of 1,318 children (663 girls and 655 boys, 30 per cent of
target) were registered and received comprehensive case
management services according to the vulnerability criteria including
unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), reaching 30 per
cent of the target. 134 children (67 girls and 67 boys) and 45 adults
(43 women and 2 men) were recovered and reunified with their
families in Upper Nile and Jonglei States. Nine children (1 girl and 8
boys) formerly released were reached with livelihood and/or
economic reintegration services in Yambio. 

A total of 48,248 individuals (14,725 girls, 9,869 boys, 17,034
women, 6,620 men) were reached with Gender-Based Violence
(GBV) prevention and response messages, including individualized
case management, psychosocial support, and messages on referrals
to other specialized services and social norms transformational
messages, achieving 60 per cent of the target. 

The UNICEF Child Protection (CP) strategy was redesigned in late
2022, to focus on localization of service delivery and ensuring
sustainable and cost-effective programming using durable case
management systems. The process of regaining the confidence of
donors and onboarding local implementing partners has been
lengthy. From January - June 2023, programming was constrained
due to insufficient funding, lack of field-based staff and the low
capacity of implementing partners. The entire process of developing
16 partnerships (from expressions of interest to the signing of the
programme documents) has taken over six months and has been a
key aspect of the Child Protection section's work.  

Over the next six months, the Child Protection section will finalize the
development of local partnerships, a critical step that will lead to the
on-ground recruitment of a dedicated social workforce, covering all
states and administrative areas within the country. Developing
partnerships with women-led organizations will be a priority to
respond to Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and integrate GBV with
other sectors (such as Nutrition) while demonstrating its impact.
These partnerships will support the development of the communities
care programme which is a social norms change programme
focused on ending harmful practices and reduce child marriage and
other forms of GBV by embedding social norms change
programming in the activities of local partners. During the last three
months of the year, the strategic collaboration with the University of
Juba will begin and is set to develop a comprehensive social work
curriculum, marking the commencement of a professionalization
journey for students that promises to improve the current standards
of social services. 

The section's Youth and Adolescent programme will feature i)
capacity building trainings for youth and adolescent center
facilitators, ii) data collection of MHPSS using the World Health
Organization's Wellbeing 5 index, and iii) building evidence base of
the programme with consultants for future expansion across the
country. The CP section will focus on increasing the participation of
children in CP programme evaluation exercises in order to receive
their critical insights on activities, including the child-driven end child
marriage campaign. 

 

 

 

Education
4



January to June 2023 was characterized by severe limitations in
access to equitable quality education for the majority of children,
especially those in remote and conflict affected areas. Children's
education continued to be disrupted by ongoing inter-communal
conflicts resulting in displacement and school occupation by armed
groups or displaced communities. Climatic impacts such as flooding
caused damage to schools and rendered many inaccessible. The
Sudan crisis resulting in a high influx of returnees and refugees; the
majority of whom were children below the age of 18 years, which
further exacerbated the existing education challenges and inequities.
This crisis occurred against an already overstretched education
system with 2.81 million12 (53 per cent girls) children out of school,
over 50 per cent of teachers being underqualified and 20 per cent of
schools operating under trees, tents or in the open air.  

Despite the challenging operating environment that South Sudan
presents, UNICEF and partners remained resolute and committed to
advancing access to quality and equitable education especially for
the most marginalized girls and boys living in conflict affected areas.
Close to a quarter of a million children13 including adolescents
accessed formal and non-formal education through the expansion of
learning spaces, increasing enrolment capacity of existing
classrooms and ongoing awareness raising on the importance of
education especially for girls. This achievement will have a positive
impact on gross enrolment ratios which currently stand at 8.1 per
cent for preprimary, 61.8 per cent at primary and 7.9 per cent at
secondary14 against 2023 targets of reaching 11 per cent
preprimary, 65 per cent primary and 9.9 per cent secondary
enrolments.   

Availability of adequately trained and motivated teachers is a
cornerstone to achieving quality education. UNICEF and partners,
including the Ministry of General Education and Instruction equipped
a total of 1,609 teachers (22 per cent women) with basic teaching
and learning pedagogy skills, psychosocial support skills, including
education in emergencies concepts. Incentives were provided to 977
teachers (15 women) from Jonglei State to boost retention rates
especially in the hard-to-reach areas. With a large, underqualified
and inadequate teaching workforce, the teacher capacity program
and incentive package contributed to improving teacher retention
which may ultimately improve learning outcomes. Undertaking
teacher training without providing them with basic teaching and
learning materials is not effective. To this effect, 251,613 teachers
(41 per cent of the annual target) were provided with scholastic
materials to enhance the teaching and learning process. Other
achievements included the improvement of water, sanitation and
hygiene facilities through the drilling of 14 boreholes in selected
school communities across Eastern and Central Equatoria.    

One key enabler in achieving results in this reporting period was a
well-coordinated humanitarian response by the Education Cluster
which is co-led by UNICEF and Save the Children. To further
strengthen localization and ensure that local organizations play
meaningful roles in the educational humanitarian response, the
Cluster expanded its leadership to include a national organization,
the Universal Network for Knowledge and Empowerment Agency
(UNKEA) to serve as a Cluster Co-Coordinating Partner (CCP). 

Education in Emergencies (EiE) remained a severely underfunded
area from January to June 2023. UNICEF education programs have
a 96 per cent funding gap, while at cluster level, only 27 per cent of
funding for the entire 2023 Humanitarian Response Plan has been
made available15 . This critical funding gap will negatively affect
learning outcomes including school retention, especially for the
vulnerable learners. The low funding levels were compounded by
high inflation rates leading to reduced program targets notably the
construction of semi-permanent learning spaces whose targets
reduced from 2000 to 970, potentially impacting education of
approximately 80,000 children.    

Key priorities for the second half of the year will include greater
intersectoral collaboration, strengthened partnerships with other
organizations – UN agencies, NGOs, NNGOs and local communities
and ensuring stronger humanitarian-development
coherence. Responding to the education needs of the returnees will
remain a priority, however the limited funding poses greater threats
to meeting the educational needs of over 60,000 school aged
children.   

Water, sanitation and hygiene

From January to June 2023, the WASH programme provided life 
saving interventions in South Sudan. UNICEF rehabilitated and
upgraded hand pumps which provided 201,555 individuals (28.8 per
cent of the target) with clean water in Unity and Upper Nile States.
Surface Water Treatment Systems (SWATS) in IDP sites in
Rubkona, Bentiu, MalakaI were maintained. hand pumps were
upgraded to motorized solar-powered water yards, and flood-resilient
platforms in Leer, Mayendit and Renk were repaired and
rehabilitated. Additional household water treatment chemicals were
distributed along with other WASH Non-Food Items (NFls) were
procured through the WASH Cluster core pipeline mechanism. The
SWATS produced an estimated 880,000 liters of clean water daily,
benefiting individuals in Malakal, Kaka, Meluth, Anacdiar Benythiang,
Panam, Geger, Bentiu, Rubkona and Romelia in Upper Nile and
Unity States. 

27 year old Biphul Giel Luok teaches children at a UNICEF supported Bieh primary
school in Bentiu, Unity State.
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Women getting water from borehole built by UNICEF in Malakal town during the
cholera outbreak, March 2023
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48,719 individuals (21.8 per cent of the target) gained access to
appropriate sanitation services through the construction of 53 blocks
and 212 stances of emergency bathing shelters and flood-resilient
emergency latrines in the Leer site for Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) in Rubkona and Bentiu, Unity State. As part of the integrated
response with the Nutrition sector, a total of 13 blocks and 52
stances of latrines were constructed in 13 Nutrition sites in Leer and
Mayendit, which reached 2,600 people, namely those affected by
Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM), Severe Acute Malnutrition
(SAM) as well as Pregnant and Lactating Women (PLW). 

To adequately prepare for the upcoming flood season, critical core
pipeline WASH supplies, prepositioned in Malakai and Bentiu
warehouses were distributed to 416,667 people (29.8 per cent of the
target). UNICEF continued to support the WASH Cluster
coordination mechanism at the state level and is working closely with
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to ensure WASH
partners provide services in a coordinated manner without
duplication. 

To reduce WASH-related illnesses and enhance household and
community hygiene behaviours, 120,902 individuals were reached
with key safe hygiene and sanitation messaging (including on the
prevention of Hepatitis E and Cholera) from trained hygiene
promoters in Leer, Mayendit, and Malakal. 

To respond to the WASH needs of children, 123,194 children (8.8 per
cent of the target) benefitted from safe and appropriate WASH
facilities and hygiene services in schools, children's friendly spaces
and nutrition sites in IDP camps in Malakal, Bentiu, Rubkona and in
Leer and Mayendit in Unity and Upper Nile States.  

There were a few key constraints that led to delays in results. Floods
and ongoing conflict, coupled with the weak institutional capacity of
the State Ministry Housing Lands Public Utilities in Unity State
continue to challenge meeting the existing needs of the population,
especially those displaced to Bentiu. The vulnerabilities of the people
and the needs continue to outweigh available budgets. Due to limited
resources, prepositioning of WASH supplies in Unity State has been
delayed, further exacerbating the growing needs of returnees. WASH
interventions in Eastern Upper Nile (Nasir and Longechuk) were
delayed due to logistical constraints since most construction
materials are procured from Juba or Ethiopia. Flooding negatively
affected the timely construction of WASH infrastructure by
implementing partners in Leer, Upper and Mayendit, Unity State. 

Over the next six months, the WASH sector will focus on the Sudan
crisis response, and mitigating the impacts of floods, droughts and
conflicts. Interventions will be centered on providing safe water,
hygiene and sanitation services. UNICEF will expand and strengthen
the provision of life-saving WASH services in transit centers in Upper
Nile (Renk and Malakal) to ensure the provision of 15 liters per
person per day which will assist in minimizing the spread of disease.
Activities will include the construction and/or extension of water
network connections, repair and/or rehabilitation of water points,
installation of hand pumps and solarized systems, and the
establishment of SWAT systems. Additional water storage and
distribution points will be constructed to ensure equitable access to
clean water and minimize waiting times. Water trucking will only be
used as a last resort.  

Safe, dignified, and gender appropriate sanitation interventions will
be expanded and improved in Renk and Malakal transit and
receptions sites, in line with the site expansion plan. This includes
the construction of emergency latrines, mobile sanitation services,
bathing shelters and emergency septic tanks. Desludging activities
will continue to support ongoing fecal sludge management.
Measures will be put in place for the maintenance of latrines and
bathing shelters, including repairs, refilling of hand-washing facilities,

and regular cleaning to ensure hygienic and safe sanitation
conditions. 

UNICEF is the lead for the WASH response and coordination efforts
in Upper Nile State. In Unity and Greater Bahr el Ghazal States,
UNICEF supports partners through existing Sub-National focal points
and provides core WASH supplies. Over the next six months,
UNICEF will strengthen coordination with UNHCR, IOM, and other
WASH partners. 

Provision of WASH supplies to WASH partners, households in transit
will receive consumable WASH including soap, and menstrual
management hygiene (dignity) kits for women and girls of
menstruating age. The distribution of the kits will be done in
conjunction with risk communication and hygiene promotion
messaging. In the host communities, IDPs and refugees' sites, Risk
Communication and Community Engagement actors, and WASH
partners, will scale up the promotion of positive behavioural practices
through trained community mobilizers.  

Cross-sectoral (SBC, RCCE and AAP)

Through the deployment of 3,000 Integrated Community Mobilization
Network (ICMN) mobilizers, UNICEF's Social and Behaviour Change
(SBC) and CTG consultants in collaboration with the State Ministries
of Health, County Health Departments, and partners continued to
support SBC interventions across all programmes. Key interventions
during the reporting period include i) the Risk Communication and
Community Engagement (RCCE) response to Cholera and Hepatitis
E outbreaks in Malakal (Upper Nile State) and Wau (Western Bahr el
Ghazal State) respectively, ii) an intensified Ebola Virus Disease
(EVD) Preparedness and Response in border counties (including
Yambio, Nzara, Maridi, and Nimule), and iii) mobilization for the
national COVID-19 vaccination campaigns and iv) the Sudan Crisis
Response in Northern Bahr el Ghazal.  

To ensure that the RCCE activities were evidence-based, UNICEF
SBC in collaboration with the Ministry of Health (MoH) conducted
Behavior Social Driver (BeSD) assessments on Hepatitis E in WBeG
State for 331 respondents. A Knowledge, Attitude and Practice (KAP)
survey on EVD was conducted in eight high risk counties to assess
knowledge levels, enablers and barriers to prevention. Preferred
information sources and findings were used to inform RCCE
planning. Using these findings, UNICEF SBC together with National
and State Ministries of Health, County Health Departments and
implementing partners (the World Health Organization (WHO), JSI,
South Sudan Council of Churches, United Network for Health and
The Rescue Initiative-South Sudan (TRI-SS) supported
implementation of risk communication, social mobilization and

Community mobilizers distributing supplies to the returnees in Bentiu, Unity State.
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community engagement activities including rumor tracking and
feedback mechanism in all high-risk areas. Using different
community engagement strategies and communication platforms,
over 3,000 community mobilizers sensitized 2.4 million people
(including 6,737 community, religious, and youth leaders) through
interpersonal and group communication. A total of 41 radio stations
have been broadcasting a weekly cycle of jingles and talk-shows in
ten local languages reaching over three million people with
integrated Ebola, Cholera and Hepatitis prevention messages in
targeted high-risk states and over two million people were reached
through megaphone announcements. In addition, 320 listening
groups sessions for 80 listener groups were conducted on COVAX
and nutrition in Yambio, Aweil and Torit. 

Additionally, assorted contextualized Information Education and
Communication (IEC) materials were developed and disseminated in
various strategic locations across all ten States to support COVID-19
vaccination. In total, 3,194 banners, 62,388 posters, 1,191,500 fliers,
3,194 FAQs, 15,970 reflective jackets, 3,194 megaphones and
12,776 batteries were distributed. In addition, 33 billboards to raise
awareness on COVID-19 vaccination, Malaria and Ebola were
displayed. Furthermore, UNICEF and RCCE partners continued to
engage with the South Sudan Council of Churches and the National
Ministry of Health to increase community feedback using hotlines
2222 and 6666, respectively. Both hotlines have generated important
data to inform partners about community needs. A total of 230,026
calls (from 92,010 women and 138,016 men) were received through
the SBC section supported community feedback mechanism (toll-
free 2222). Inquiries were made on different topics, especially
cholera, malaria, immunization, COVID-19, education, and Ebola. 

The RCCE activities reached 54,538 people in Malakal town and in
protection of civilian site(POC). Thanks to these activities, there was
an 82 per cent coverage of the Oral Cholera Vaccine, and an
increase in the national COVID-19 vaccine coverage to 66.54 per
cent in April-June (52 per cent for women) compared to 51.15 per
cent from January to March. The Integrated Measles Follow-up
Campaigns (MFUC) pairing deworming and Vitamin A
Supplementation reached 85.4 per cent of the target population
compared to less than 60 per cent coverage for individual, routine
immunization. 

As part of regular SBC programming, the ICMN continued
engagement with households on key positive behavioral practices
and life-saving messages covering health, WASH, nutrition,
education, and child protection interventions. A total, 2,954 ICMN
community mobilizers conducted inter-personal communication (IPC)
and reached a total of 16,174 households and 1,628,432 individuals
(875,854 women and 752,578 men). 254 community sensitization
meetings for community stakeholders, religious leaders and chiefs
as well as 71 advocacy meetings were organized, reaching over
1,704 different stakeholders. 

Coordination of partners implementing SBC activities for emergency
response remains a challenge with implementation of fragmented
SBC activities especially in response to the Sudan crisis. This
challenge has also been exacerbated by limited community
participation in programme design and development as well as by
multiple uncoordinated community-based structures delivering
preventive and promotional services.  

During the next reporting period, focus will be placed on i)
strengthening coordination through mapping of SBC activities and
partners across all levels (national and state levels), ii) strengthening
regular coordination platforms, iii) implementing community driven
solutions using human-centered design for community ownership,
and iv) strategic deployment of ICMNs in emergency hotspots to
deliver integrated information through community platforms to
promote adoption of behaviors and social norms related to routine

immunization practices, Maternal, Newborn and Child Health
(MNCH), Infant and Young Children Feeding (IYCF), hygiene
practices, education and learning.  

HUMANITARIAN LEADERSHIP,
COORDINATION AND STRATEGY
UNICEF South Sudan participates in the inter-agency protection of
sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) taskforce and actively
advocates for the improved protection of children against sexual
exploitation and abuse (SEA). Additionally, UNICEF has been
actively involved in the Partnerships for Peace, Resilience, and
Recovery (PfPRR) discussions, area-based coordination platforms
and the South Sudan Multi-Partner Trust Fund for Reconciliation,
Stabilization, and Resilience (RSRTF). UNICEF teams actively
participate in the Ministry of Health Public Health Emergency
Operation Coordination efforts to better mitigate against, prepare for
and respond to public health emergencies. 

In 2023, UNICEF co-leads three Clusters for WASH (with the
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC)), Nutrition (with International
Medical Corps (IMC), Action Against Hunger (ACF), and the World
Food Programme (WFP)), Education (with Save the Children), and
the Child Protection Area of Responsibility (AoR). By June 2023,
UNICEF-led clusters effectively led coordinated emergency
preparedness and response actions ensuring all minimum
requirements were in place, including partner mapping, contingency
planning, and advocacy. All clusters have completed the Cluster
Coordination Performance Monitoring (CCPM) exercise to inform
collective action plans with cluster partners. 

UNICEF South Sudan’s Sudan Crisis Response Plan was created to
cover a three-month period (May – July 2023), requiring US$ 8.85
million to provide the returnee and refugee populations with the
critical life-saving services they need upon arrival. This plan is in line
with the emergency response strategy agreed upon with the
Government of South Sudan and the Humanitarian Country Team
(HCT) and will aim to reach a total of 97,000 people (44,000
returnees and 52,000 refugees) including 64,860 children. 

UNICEF South Sudan’s Emergency Preparedness Platform (EPP)
updating was completed in May following a risk analysis exercise
that took place in the field offices. In October 2023, UNICEF South
Sudan will organize a Field Operations/Emergency Team retreat
which will include a review of the EPP platform, a second risk
analysis exercise to update the risk ratings and a CCC training for all
Field Operations staff. In November 2023, an after-action review of
2023 emergency responses will take place, followed by December
2023 launch of the two-year Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP)
2024-2025. The new HRP will feature a strategy shift from focusing
on humanitarian actions to development activities with a significant
focus on creating durable solutions that incorporate both social
cohesion and peace-building initiatives. Through this shift, vulnerable
people who rely on humanitarian assistance will be enabled and
supported through synergized and complementary action and will be
more empowered to become self-sustained. 

HUMAN INTEREST STORIES AND
EXTERNAL MEDIA
In mid-April 2023, humanitarian communications turned to focus on
the response to the conflict in Sudan and the rapid arrival and
subsequent displacement of tens of thousands of returnees fleeing
the conflict. Six articles were published between April and June
highlighting the plight of returnees and the UNICEF response to
support them. Published stories feature the early stage of the conflict
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and the high vulnerability of women and children, health and nutrition
risks and response in addition to a harrowing account of two
unaccompanied boys who arrived back to South Sudan and were
reunited with family members with UNICEF child protection support
and a story of protection support in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. A
photo essay on WASH issues for returnees in Unity State was also
produced as well as many social media posts highlighting the conflict
and response including videos calling for further support. A media
interview with The Point with Liu Xin, on the impact of South
Sudanese returnees in South Sudan was conducted with the
UNICEF South Sudan Emergency Specialist.  

Additionally, in the first half of the year, a campaign was launched to
highlight the ongoing climate impacts in the country. Several high 
quality videos were produced and published including with the
Government on the severe impacts and responses to the flooding
and droughts in the country. For further communications on the
humanitarian situation please follow UNICEF South Sudan's
YouTube channel, social media, and website for further articles and
stories. 

The desperate faces of children fleeing conflict in Sudan
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/desperate-
faces-children-fleeing-conflict-sudan

Children fleeing Sudan suffering increased disease and sickness
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/children-fleeing-
sudan-suffering-increased-disease-and-sickness

The challenges faced by children and women fleeing conflict in
Sudan
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/challenges-
faced-children-and-women-fleeing-conflict-sudan

Hungry, weary and lost
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/hungry-weary-
and-lost

A number of families fleeing Sudan’s conflict searching for
separated children in Aweil west county
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/number-
families-fleeing-sudans-conflict-searching-separated-
children-aweil-west-county

Water remains major challenge for the people of flood-affected
Unity State
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/stories/water-remains-
major-challenge-people-flood-affected-unity-state

Video: The Sudan crisis has left thousands of children & families
in urgent need of assistance
https://twitter.com/unicefssudan/status/167376072636694
5280?s=20

Video: More than 120,000 people fleeing Sudan have arrived in
South Sudan over the past two months.
https://twitter.com/unicefssudan/status/167151683758508
0320?s=20

Video interview with a UNICEF South Sudan Emergency
Specialist
https://twitter.com/LiuXininBeijing/status/16590494754222
73536?s=20

Video: Floods and Drought: Water in South Sudan 2023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjkJg9m2RGs

HAC APPEALS AND SITREPS

South Sudan Appeals
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/south-sudan

South Sudan Situation Reports
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/south-sudan/situation-
reports

All Humanitarian Action for Children Appeals
https://www.unicef.org/appeals

All Situation Reports
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/situation-reports

NEXT SITREP: 31 AUGUST 2023
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ANNEX A SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS

Sector UNICEF and IPs response Cluster/Sector response

Indicator Disaggregation
Total

needs
2023

targets
Total

results
Progress*

2023
targets

Total
results

Progress*

Health

Children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated
against measles

Total 2.7 million 2.7 million 2.7 million - -

Pregnant women and children provided with
insecticide-treated ntes in Malaria-endemic
areas.

Total 605,028 605,028 834,68216 - -

Nutrition

Children aged 6 to 59 months with severe
acute malnutrition admitted for treatment

Total 353,606 290,000 149,119 318,245 149,119

Primary caregivers of children aged 0 to 23
months receiving infant and young child
feeding counselling

Total 1 million 1.8 million 878,954 1 million 878,954

Children 6-59 months receiving Vitamin A
supplementation

Total 2.8 million 2.8 million 2.2 million 2.8 million 2.2 million

Child protection

Children, adolescents, and caregivers
accessing community based mental health
and psychosocial support

Total 1.3 million 75,000 52,481 633,517 302,140

Women, girls and boys accessing gender-
based violence risk mitigation, prevention
and/or response interventions

Total 80,000 80,000 48,248 80,000 40,704

People who have access to a safe and
accessible channel to report sexual
exploitation and abuse by aid workers

Total 78,910 78,910 16,469 78,910 16,469

Children who have received individual case
management

Total 29,349 4,500 1,309 19,239 14,564

Education

Children accessing formal or non-formal
education, including early learning

Total 3.3 million 750,000 22,484 857,261 251,613

Children receiving individual learning
materials

Total 3.3 million 750,000 144,158 750,000 144,158

Teachers received training on education in
emergency and child centered teaching.

Total 41,838 4,000 175 4,330 1,609

Cross-sectoral (HCT, C4D, RCCE and AAP)

People reached through messaging on
prevention and access to services

Total - 3.5 million 1.6 million - -

People sharing their concerns and asking
questions through established feedback
mechanisms

Total - 78,910 230,026 - -

Water, sanitation and hygiene

98% -

138% -

51% 47%

50% 87%

79% 79%

70% 48%

60% 51%

21% 21%

29% 76%

3% 29%

19% 19%

4% 37%

46% -

292% -
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People accessing a sufficient quantity of safe
water for drinking and domestic needs

Total 6.1 million 700,000 201,555 3.1 million 693,910

People accessing appropriate sanitation
services.

Total 876,670 223,000 48,719 876,670 174,683

Children use safe and appropriate WASH
facilities and hygiene services in learning
facilities and safe spaces

Total 3 million 1.4 million 123,194 3 million 776,429

People reached with critical WASH supplies Total 3 million 1.4 million 416,667 - 385,588

*Progress in the reporting period 1 January to 30 June 2023

29% 23%

22% 20%

9% 26%

30% -
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ANNEX B FUNDING STATUS

Funding available Funding gap

Sector Requirements Humanitarian resources
received in 2023

Resources available from
2022 (carry over)

Funding gap
(US$)

Funding
gap (%)

Health 13,160,710 103,008 1,377,106 11,680,596 89%

Nutrition 76,167,990 41,155,982 27,865,922 7,146,086 9%

Child protection,
GBViE and PSEA 9,235,500 2,621,692 968,164 5,645,644 61%

Education 60,538,200 958,542 1,290,120 58,289,538 96%

 Water, sanitation
and hygiene 53,616,420 6,966,412 2,396,691 44,253,317 83%

Cross-sectoral
(HCT, SBC, RCCE
and AAP)

4,451,541 1,860,601 1,124,803 1,466,137 33%

Total 217,170,361 53,666,237 35,022,806 128,481,318 59%

  

Who to contact for further information:
Hamida Lasseko
Representative, South Sudan
T +211921220445
hramadhani@unicef.org

Verity Rushton
Chief of Field Operations
T +211920498802
vrushton@unicef.org

James Maiden
Chief of Communications for Development
T +211912162888
jmaiden@unicef.org 11



ENDNOTES
1. Humanitarian Needs Overview 2023
2. Humanitarian Needs Overview 2023
3. OCHA Humanitarian Snapshot 2023
4. South Sudan: Acute Food Insecurity Situation October - November 2022 and Projections for December 2022 - March 2023 and April -
July 2023 - Integrated Food Security Phase Classification
5. UNICEF South Sudan 2023 Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) Appeal (revised)
6. 20 points of entry: Abyei Administrative Area (Abyei Amiet), Northern Bahr el Ghazal (Gokmachar, Jaach, Kiir Adem, Majokyinthiou), Unity
(Jau, Panakuach), Upper Nile (Aburoc, El kuek, Elfoj, Kaka, Magenis, Shatta, Tonga, Wunthow, Yabous), Western Bahr el Ghazal
(Bordamina, El-Fau, Raja Town, Timsah)
7. UNHCR/IOM Dashboard – Population Movement from Sudan to South Sudan
8. The remaining 3 per cent include third party nationals.
9. Epidemiological Bulletin Week 27, 2023, South Sudan Ministry of Health – Integrated Disease surveillance and response (IDSR)
10. Health Cluster/World Health Organization (WHO) ICCG Presentation on Measles, August 1, 2023
11. FEWS NET. South Sudan Key Message Update, May 2023: Large-scale arrival of South Sudanese returnees driving higher food
assistance needs, 2023.
12. South Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2023
13. Humanitarian Needs Overview 2023
14. UN OCHA Humanitarian Snapshot (June 2023)
15. South Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan 2023 | Financial Tracking Service (unocha.org)
16. Revised figures after Mid-year data quality check. The results for May were higher.
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