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Situation

Report No. 2
Reporting Period

1 to 28 February 2023

Kenya
HIGHLIGHTS1

Kenya is experiencing severe drought due to five consecutive failed rain seasons with 4.42 
million people facing acute food insecurity by February 2023, up from 3.5 million in July 2022.
A total of 1,6673 (28%) of the cumulative 5,860 Cholera cases reported by 28 February 2023, 
are children under 5 years. The highest case load is in Garissa (2,085), Nairobi (790), 
Mandera (761), Tana River (743) and Wajir (475).
USD 18.7 million has been received against the HAC 2023 (new funds and 2022 carry-over). 
The funding gap is USD 118.7 million (86%).
UNICEF has supported 162,501 people with access to safe water through the rehabilitation of 
45 non-functional boreholes, which is 8 per cent of the target.
To date, 14,831 children 6 to 59 months (6 per cent of target) were admitted for treatment of 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) by January 2023.

UNICEF RESPONSE AND FUNDING STATUS*
Health Outreaches

Funding status

SAM treatment

Funding status

Psychosocial support

Funding status

Access to education

Funding status

Access to water

Funding status

Social assistance

Funding status

* UNICEF response % is only for the indicator, the funding status is for the entire sector.

SITUATION IN NUMBERS

2,160,000
Children in need of
humanitarian assistance

4,500,000
People in need of
humanitarian assistance

238,373
Children 6-59 months
requiring SAM treatment4

5,125,711
# of people who lack
access to safe water

FUNDING STATUS (IN US$)**

$6.6M
$12.1M

$118.7M

UNICEF
APPEAL 2023
US $137.5M

Humanitarian
Resources

2022 carry over

Funding gap

** Funding available includes: funds
received in the current year; carry-over
from the previous year; and repurposed
funds with agreement from donors

Five-year-old Akenson Edung receives measles vaccine at a UNICEF-supported outreach clinic in Kangataruk Village,
Turkana County
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5%

8%

6%

29%

5%

17%

2%

8%

8%

5%

24%

1%
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FUNDING OVERVIEW AND
PARTNERSHIPS
In 2023, UNICEF requires US$137.5 million to respond with critical
life-saving and protective interventions for the most vulnerable girls,
boys, women and men in the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands, urban
informal settlements and in refugee settlements in Kenya that are
affected by the ongoing severe drought, resource-based inter-
communal conflicts, disease outbreaks and the residual impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic

To date, USD 18.7 million (14 per cent) has been received against
the HAC 2023 for drought response, (new funds and 2022 carry-
over), leaving a funding gap of USD 118.7 million (86 per cent).
Pipeline funding is approximately USD 20.1 million from FCDO,
USAID/BHA, Education Cannot Wait, Australia Natcom, the
European Commission/ECHO, French Development Agency and
German Federal Foreign Office to support UNICEF sectors
delivering critical lifesaving and protective interventions. The
Government of Japan has generously contributed to UNICEF
Kenya’s humanitarian response against the HAC and drought flash
appeal.

UNICEF continues to support the Government of Kenya at both the
National and County level, civil society organisations (CSOs) and
other humanitarian partners to respond to girls, boys, women and
men affected by the drought, refugees and COVID-19 spin-off
effects.

The Government has released KES 2 Billion for drought response,
where KES 1.2 Billion is to support food aid/cash transfers. KES 350
Million allocated for livestock off-takes and the remaining KES 450
million will be used to support water interventions and coordination.
The Government has also disbursed KES 5.33 billion to the Hunger
Safety Net Programme cash transfer for beneficiaries in Marsabit,
Mandera, Wajir and Turkana, of which KSh1.68 Billion is for drought
shock-responsive (scale-up) transfers.

SITUATION OVERVIEW AND
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
Results of the 2022 Short Rains Assessment show that 4.4 million5

people are facing acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3 and above)
and are in need of urgent assistance, of which 774,000 people are in
IPC Phase 4 (Emergency phase). This is an increase of close to one
million people from the 3.5 million people identified in July 2022
following assessment of the long rains season and it is projected to
increase to 5.4 million people between March and June 2023. A
further 495,362 food-insecure people were identified in 9 traditionally
non-ASAL counties assessed.

The ongoing drought in Kenya’s 23 Arid and Semi-Arid (ASAL)
counties continues to severely hinder household access to water,
food and income. The National Drought Management Authority
reports that up to 90% of semi-permanent open water sources have
dried up in the pastoral areas of the ASALs, with both people and
livestock trekking up to 30 kilometers to access water due to limited
water access. Consequently, livestock body conditions are largely
poor to very poor, with livestock deaths continuing to be reported and
milk production, a key source of household income, food and
nutrition for children in pastoralist communities remains well below
normal (between zero to 0.9 liters per household per day), resulting
in widespread Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4)
outcomes6 .

Following the cessation of rainfall in late December across the
marginal agricultural areas of the ASALs, the maize staple crop is

unlikely to reach maturity and a below-average harvest of pulses is
underway. Therefore household food access remains reliant on
market food purchases, which is impacted by below-normal
purchasing power as staple food prices remain unseasonably high
(with the maize staple ranging between 70 to 140 percent above the
five-year average and pulses between 50 to 85 per cent
respectively), driving widespread Stressed (IPC Phase 2) and Crisis
(IPC Phase 3) outcomes7 .

Over 970,214 children8 aged 6 to 59 months require management of
acute malnutrition compared to 884,000 reported in July 2022, of
which, 242,567 are severely acutely malnourished, an increase from
238,373 reported in July 2022. In addition, 142,179
pregnant/lactating women, up from 115,725 reported in July 2022,
are acutely malnourished and in need of treatment. The rapidly
declining access to food and milk for families, coupled by poor
childcare practices, high morbidity, poor hygiene practices and sub-
optimal coverage of multi-sectoral interventions remain the key
factors for high malnutrition.

Acute water stress is continuing to exacerbate the ongoing cholera
outbreak, since the first case of cholera was reported on 8th October
2022. A total of 1,667 (28 per cent) of the cumulative 5,8609 cases
reported by 28 February 2023, are children under 5 years. Of these,
1,078 (65.7 per cent) are less than 2 years old, 898 (53.9 per cent)
are males and 769 (46.1 per cent) are females. Of the cumulative
deaths, 24 (25.8 per cent) were among the under five years. The
highest case load is in Garissa (2,085), Nairobi (790), Mandera
(761), Tana River (743) and Wajir (475) with reported new cases
from Mandera (261), Nairobi (105), Wajir (66), Kajiado (15), Garissa
(15), Machakos (6), Kiambu (6), West Pokot (4), and Bomet (3).

Assessments conducted by UNICEF and Kenya Red Cross Society
(KRCS) in February 2023 show that drought-induced mobility has
resulted in the displacement of 1,291 households (about 8,000
people from Wajir and Mandera Counties into Garissa County). The
households are currently residing in four displacement camps in
Modika, Aden Elay, Fungicha and Jiralba villages in Sankuri ward,
Balambala Sub-County. These are pastoral communities that have
migrated mostly in search of water and pasture due to continued
stress on the existing water sources. The assessment identified the
key needs for these people as: shelter, food (blended cash and
physical food approach due to non-functioning markets), non-food
items, integrated health outreaches, safe water and hygiene
education due to the active cholera outbreak in Garissa county, as
well as child protection interventions and access to schooling, as
none of the displaced school-aged children are attending school.

A total of 573,508 refugees10 and asylum seekers continue to live in
Kenya, of which 43 per cent live in Kakuma/Kalobeyei refugee
camps, 41 per cent Dadaab refugee camps and 16 per cent in urban
settlements. According to UNHCR, emergency influx of new arrivals
continues, as the drought and security situation in the region
escalates. In Kakuma, over 20,000 new arrivals11 were registered
over the course of 2022, mainly from South Sudan, with some 20 per
cent citing drought, flooding, and food insecurity among their
reasons for displacement in addition to conflict and insecurity.
Reception centers in Kakuma are holding nearly double their
capacity, leading to congestion and posing serious health risks.

Over 113,00012 Somalis who had arrived in Dadaab in 2022 and in
previous years, were profiled by the Department of Refugee
Services (DRS) and UNHCR to enable them to receive food and
other basic assistance. Based on arrival trends in the second half of
2022, over 130,000 new arrivals are expected in 2023. The three
Dadaab camps do not have adequate space to host newly arrived
refugees, forcing many to reside in makeshift shelters along the
outskirts of the camps, where clean water and sanitation facilities are
either grossly insufficient or non-existent. In November 2022, the
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Government of Kenya agreed to the reopening of Ifo 2 and Kambios
sites in Dadaab to host the new arrivals. The Government has also
agreed on remodelling this site into an integrated settlement similar
to Kalobeyei, in order to provide humanitarian assistance in a
sustainable manner to both the refugees and host communities.

According to the Kenya Meteorological Department, the March-April-
May (MAM) 2023 rains season outlook indicates that below-average
rainfall is expected over most parts of the ASAL and non-ASAL
counties in the coastal areas, Rift Valley (including parts of the
‘bread basket’ highlands), and over the Lake Victoria Basin. Near-
average rainfall is only expected over parts of Central and Eastern
Turkana, Eastern Narok, parts of Kajiado, and the Western parts of
Marsabit.

The expected depressed rainfall is expected to worsen food security
and nutrition in the ASAL areas, which may also spread to other
parts of the country. Food prices are expected to rise further and
accessibility to food is also expected to be poor. The depressed
rainfall may also lead to below-normal stream flows, low recharge of
aquifers as well as reduced water levels in rivers and reservoirs.
Thus, recovery from the effects of the current drought is unlikely over
most areas.

SUMMARY ANALYSIS OF PROGRAMME
RESPONSE

Health
In partnership with the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS), a total of
9,035 people (2,197 girls, 2,477 women, 2,050 boys and 2,311 men)
have been reached with critical life-saving integrated outreach
services in targeted and supported health facilities in February 2023.
Cumulatively, 54,929 people (5 per cent of the 2023 HAC target)
have been reached with basic health services, including
immunisation; treatment of pneumonia; diarrhoea; health education;
demonstration to community members participating in outreach
services on household water treatment; antenatal care; and nutrition
screening and subsequent treatment through issuance of Ready-to-
Use Therapeutic foods for children suffering severe acute
malnutrition and WFP-supported Ready to Use Supplementary foods
for children suffering from moderate acute malnutrition. Of these,
599 pregnant women have been supported with access to antenatal
care (ANC) services.

UNICEF supported an Oral Cholera Vaccination Campaign (OCV) as
a short-term measure for breaking the transmission of Cholera in the
ongoing outbreak. The 10-day campaign covering Nairobi, Garissa,
Wajir and Tana River counties was launched on 11th February
targeting 2,050,484 people13 reaching a total of 2,033,999 people
(99.2 per cent coverage), of which 1,040,489 are female
(approximately 489,030 girls and 551,459 women), and 993,510 are
male (466,950 boys and 526,560 men).

HIV/AIDS
During the month of February, a total 173 people, (51 girls, 57 boys
and 62 pregnant/breast feeding women) living with HIV were
accessing anti-retroviral therapy care in Wajir and Turkana counties
as a result of the UNICEF supported door to door community family
index testing in Wajir county. UNICEF is also supporting the on-going
registration of households living with HIV to benefit from UNICEF
supported humanitarian cash transfer in Turkana county through
inter-sectoral collaboration with the Social Protection Sector. The
continued HIV prevention, care and treatment radio spots messaging
in Wajir county also contributed towards initiation and retention of the
different populations to life saving HIV care. This brings the
cumulative total of population reached to 4,609 which is 41 per cent

of the 2023 HAC target.

Nutrition
A total of 14,83114 (7,485 girls and 7,346 boys) children of 6 to 59
months were admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition
(SAM) in January 2023 across the drought affected areas, refugees
and non-ASAL counties. Furthermore, a total of 184,495 (94,092
women and 90,403 men) caregivers (10 per cent of target) were
reached with nutrition messages during the same period. UNICEF,
together with implementing partners, continued to support 1,688
integrated health and nutrition outreaches (which are 70.3 per cent
of the 2,401 mapped outreaches) in arid and semi-arid areas.
UNICEF is supporting the remapping of hotspot areas and
outreaches following the short rains assessments. This includes
support to the nutrition sector to deploy a standard online mapping
tool to collect GIS codes.

As part of risk informed programming, UNICEF continued to support
520 health facilities (69 per cent) in 10 arid counties in the
implementation of the IMAM surge approach; a system
strengthening approach to cope with surges of acute malnutrition
and avoid compromise in quality of care.

UNICEF continued to support nutrition commodity supply chain to
ensure availability of commodities at the service delivery level. The
2023 RUTF supply pipeline is secure until September. The gap is
estimated at USD 1.4 million.

Child protection, GBViE and PSEA
With UNICEF support, a total of 6,899 people (2,814 girls, 1,962
boys, 404 women and 119 men) in Marsabit, Wajir, Isiolo, West
Pokot, Samburu, Baringo, Turkana, Tana River, Mandera, and
Garissa counties have received community-based mental health and
psychosocial support services in February 2023. The cumulative
reach is 8,498 people, which is 7 per cent of the 2023 HAC target.

In the same counties, 2,654 children (996 girls, 762 boys and 896
women) were able to access GBV risk mitigation, prevention, or
response interventions, with a cumulative reach of 1,041 (2 per cent
of the HAC 2023 target).

A total of 2,030 children (1,078 girls, 798 boys) benefitted from safe
and accessible channels to report sexual exploitation and abuse by
personnel who provide assistance to affected populations. This was
achieved through awareness creation on Prevention of Sexual
Abuse and Exploitation (PSEA), and reporting channels. The
cumulative reach is 3,398 people (7 per cent of the target).

Child protection is one of the components of the integrated health
outreaches in drought-affected counties, which focuses on
increasing community awareness on safeguarding and protecting
children within the families and communities and strengthening
referral pathways.

In the refugee camps, 627 (294 girls, 333 boys) children, with 66
being children with disabilities, were supported with case
management in Dadaab, Kakuma, and Kalobeyei making a
cumulative reach of 13,231 children. The cases have been
registered on CPIMS+ and children have been provided with child
protection and GBV support. Additionally, 30,170 (12,259 girls
and17,911 boys) children have received child protection messages
through radio talk shows in the camps and surrounding host
communities.

Education
A total of 8,165 children (4,339 girls and 3,826 boys), have accessed
basic education with UNICEF support in February 2023 in the
counties of Garissa, Isiolo, Marsabit, Tana River, and Turkana. Of
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this reported reach, 1,411 children (630 girls & 781 boys) are
refugees children provided with access to learning opportunities in
Turkana camps and settlements. They were supported during the
reported period to re-enroll in school and provided with remedial and
catch-up lessons. UNICEF also supported 105 girls from 7 schools in
Turkana to establish mother/girl forums to discuss child rights, girls
attendance in school and psychosocial support to build resilience
and retention at schools. Cumulatively, 13,067 children, which is 15
per cent of the 2023 HAC target, have been reached.

To enhance quality of learning and support newly enrolled learners in
drought affected counties and refugee settlements, 150 teachers
(119 males & 31 females) were trained on remedial and catchup
pedagogical approaches, Mental Health and Psychosocial Support
(MHSSP), Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Guidance and
Counselling (G&C). UNICEF also supported the renovation of 10
latrine units in 5 schools in Marsabit to improve the hygiene and
sanitation for 2,548 students (1,245 girls and 1,303 boys) to continue
learning in a conducive environment.

In support to refugee education in Turkana, UNICEF supported
refugees and host communities through provision of teaching and
learning materials for 20,496 students (9,209 girls and 11,287 boys)
that included education bag kits, recreational kits, and science
teaching kits.

UNICEF also supported the training of 396 (315 male and 81 female)
members of the Enrolment Drive Committees (EDCs) and school
Board of Management (BoM) on life skills, child safeguarding and
their roles/responsibilities, child protection and referral mechanisms.

Water, sanitation and hygiene
In February 2023, UNICEF has supported a total of 66,347 people
(16,587 men, 17,250 women, 15,923 boys and 16,588 girls) with
access to safe water through the rehabilitation of 23 non-functional
boreholes and solarization of 10 strategic boreholes in Turkana,
Wajir, Garissa, Mandera, Marsabit, Kajiado and Kitui Counties. The
cumulative total reach is 162,501, which is 8 per cent of the target for
UNICEF.

A total of 17,773 people were reached with essential WASH supplies
during the reporting period (8,708 men and 9,064 women) in Kajiado
and Baringo counties, and 180 displaced households in Garissa
received UNICEF Family Relief kits which contain basic household
items, WASH supplies and emergency shelter.

UNICEF supported the distribution of WASH supplies to prevent
cholera transmission in 19 counties and has provided WASH
supplies in the Dadaab Refugee camps and the Garissa host
community, reaching 10,0000 people (4,900 men and 5,100 women).

Hygiene messages reached a total of 32,479 people comprising of
8,122 girls, 7,794 boys, 8,443 women and 8,120 men, representing
1.1 per cent of the 2023 target. A total of 217 school going children
have been reached with hygiene messages in 6 schools.

Social protection15

Cumulatively, UNICEF has supported a total of 2,118 households
(9,563 people) to receive emergency cash transfers, with 5,531 of
them being children (2,727 girls and 2,804 boys) which is 24 percent
of the 2023 HAC target. The households receive six cycles of
emergency cash payments which are paid every four weeks. Of
these, 2,059 households (9,378 people, of which 5,411 are children,
2,665 girls and 2,746 boys) received their fifth cycle of payment in
the month of February 2023.

A total of 59 households (185 people), with 120 of them being
children (62 girls and 58 boys) received their first cycle of payment in
the month of February 2023 through a HIV sensitive cash transfer
programme in close collaboration with the Turkana County
Department of Health. This is in recognition that HIV-affected
households are among the very least food secure and require highly
specialised additional complementary services.

Communities benefitting from the cash transfers were targeted and
jointly identified with other UNICEF sectors e.g. those supporting
health/nutrition and protection outreach services, enabling
programmes to focus on the most marginalised and vulnerable
individuals who are in need of critical life-saving interventions such
as nutrition and health treatment, including vaccinations.

Cash transfers also targeted households with infants and children
under five, pregnant women and adolescent girls, people with
disabilities and chronic illness, and families facing separation and
other child protection concerns. Vulnerable households meeting
these criteria who are registered for one of the Government of
Kenya's cash transfer programmes receive a top-up to ensure they
are not excluded.

Cross-sectoral (HCT, C4D, RCCE and AAP)
In the month of February, two outreach service cycles were held in
Isiolo and Marsabit, integrating dissemination of the lifesaving
package of Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
materials and community engagement, through which 5,397 people,
(981 men and 4,416 women) were reached. The cumulative reach is
92,793 people (71 per cent of 2023 HAC target).

On Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP), KRCS continued to
create awareness on existing CFM platforms during Community
Engagement and Accountability meetings for drought focus counties.
Community review meetings and desks reached a total of 711
people (124 males and 587 females). The community outreaches,

Three-year old Nakawot Lokaale outside her home in Turkana East. Her
family is benefitting from UNICEF-supported cash transfers in response to
the drought
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engagement and review meetings enabled KRCS to receive
community feedback and close feedback loops. A total of 93 issues
(23 general Inquiries, 10 appreciations and 30 complaints), were
received and addressed through feedback by community volunteers.

In response to the cholera outbreak, the Digiredio platform integrated
AAP in the Oral Cholera vaccine (OCV) campaign and transmitted
on 26 Radio Stations in the priority 23 drought counties reaching an
audience of 4,293,103 people (Male 2,103,620; Female 2,189,483).
To strengthen AAP, especially the Complaints and Feedback
Mechanism (CFM) the two-way community engagement on “air” was
initiated, providing an opportunity for listeners to ask questions, raise
concerns, share existing misinformation and provide feedback on
thematic issues during the weekly radio talk shows. Closure of the
feedback loop was enabled through the 'Makala Ya Tumaini'
programme where 41 duty bearers drawn from the county and
community leadership were engaged. In addition, social media cue
cards were developed and cascaded on 76 WhatsApp Radio
listening and fan groups with a membership of 7,430 people.

To continue to strengthen AAP in the drought response programmes,
a partnership is being developed with World Vision Kenya in Turkana
and Concern Worldwide in Garissa. A concept for piloting a USSD
(Unstructured Supplementary Service Data ) community feedback
mechanism that integrates awareness, collection of complaints and
feedback, response and referral is to be piloted in Garissa, focusing
on improving individual complaints, feedback and redress.

The DICE (Demand Intensification through Community Engagement)
Project reached a total of 8,850 people with key messages and 408
children were immunised in 73 outreach sites, 656 Community
members (M237, F419) participated in community dialogue
sessions, 1,032 mothers were reached by mentor mothers with
immunisation messaging across 33 health facilities. To improve on
AAP, 78 people (56 men and 22 women) participated in outreach
feedback review sessions to improve subsequent outreach planning.
Cholera prevention messaging continued in DICE sites and a total of
490 households were reached through community health volunteers.

HUMANITARIAN LEADERSHIP,
COORDINATION AND STRATEGY
The Ministry of Interior is responsible for the overall coordination of
the Government of Kenya’s drought response with the National
Drought Management Authority (NDMA) leading the operational
multi-sectoral coordination of the drought response at the national
level and across the 23 arid and semi-arid counties.

The Intergovernmental Committee for Disaster Risk Management
chaired by the Deputy President is providing overall strategic
decision-making for the drought response while the Sector Technical
Committee for Drought Management at the national level is the
technical decision-making body. At the operational level, the County
Steering Groups are reinvigorated and linked to the National level
with regular compulsory reporting. These are jointly chaired by the
County Governors and County Commissioners. Sub-County Steering
Groups are also being established.

The National Drought Response Steering Committee has
established a private-sector-led National Drought Mitigation Appeal
Fund in conjunction with the Kenya Red Cross and is mobilising
resources to supplement the government's drought response, as well
as working with the national and county governments to strengthen
capacity for resilient recovery to protect development gains from
recurring droughts.

The Resident Coordinator’s Office and UNOCHA are leading the
coordination of humanitarian action for the UN and partners’ support
to the government’s response. UNICEF actively participates in inter-

agency coordination mechanisms, including the Kenya Humanitarian
Partnership Team (KHPT) and the Inter-Sector Working Group
(ISWG). A UN Humanitarian Country Team (UNHCT) was
established in November 2022 to further strengthen coordination and
mobilisation of resources.

UNICEF is supporting the government in co-leading the national
drought response in WASH, Education, Nutrition and Child
Protection, as well as in supporting county-level response through
the zonal offices in Lodwar and Garissa. UNICEF provides technical
and financial support to line ministries at national and county level to
support sector coordination and leadership, advocacy and resource
mobilisation.

UNICEF and the Kenya Red Cross Society jointly co-lead the WASH
Sector Coordination in partnership with the Ministry of Water,
Sanitation and Irrigation. UNICEF provides technical support to the
Ministry of Water, Sanitation and Irrigation on coordinating water and
sanitation interventions and to Ministry of Health on coordinating
hygiene interventions. During the reporting period UNICEF
supported the WASH monthly coordination meetings at national and
county level in Wajir, Marsabit, Garissa, Isiolo, Samburu and
Turkana. The national meeting was attended by 28 WASH partners
from Government, UN agencies, INGOs, CSOs and private sector
and discussions focused on the humanitarian-development nexus
approach to strengthen resilience aspects into the water service
delivery in the drought response through creating stronger linkages
to water governance structures at County-levels for ownership and
sustainability.

UNICEF actively participated in the inter-agency task force convened
by WHO to support coordination of the cholera response at national
level and in the most affected counties of Garissa, Mandera, Wajir,
Nairobi, Tana River. UNICEF has been engaging in the cross-border
Crisis Coordination Group established by UNICEF Somalia where
the Mandera, Wajir and Garissa County Health and WASH Teams
are strongly represented and engaged.

UNICEF continues to support the coordination of WASH partners'
supplies and interventions to ensure a rapid and flexible response in
the most affected areas of the counties in close collaboration and
communication with WHO and the Government to ensure an
overview of what is happening where and by whom.

In the month of February, UNICEF convened the national emergency
nutrition advisory committee meeting with the overall aim of
reviewing the findings of the 2022 Short Rains Assessment (SRA
2022) as well as review of the overall effectiveness of the sectoral
response. A series of bilateral sessions with counties to further
analyse programme and response quality was recommended and
will be implemented over the coming weeks. Round table
discussions with donors and high-level Government of Kenya teams
at both national and county level was also highlighted as necessary,
in light of the SRA projection and will be urgently prioritised as part of
sector wide advocacy and resource mobilisation effort.

UNICEF convened the February national Education sector
coordination meeting where partners discussed the findings of the
short rain assessment which indicated increased absenteeism and
dropouts between the term 2 and term 3 of the school year 2022 and
agreed to scale up the education drought response. The current
education sector drought response funding stands at 3.8 million USD
to support 220,167 children in need. UNICEF supported the
education sector with mapping all member organisations in the
Education in Emergencies Working Group across the ASAL counties
for their operational presence and ease of reach for partnerships
inter-sectoral and cross-sectoral.

UNICEF supported convening of Child Protection Working Group
(CPWG) meetings in Kakuma, Turkana Central, West Pakot,
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Garissa, Wajir, Marsabit, Dadaab and Isiolo. The Child Protection
Sector Partners conducted a mapping of Child Protection partner
presence, and services provision in all drought affected Counties.
Currently over 40 Child Protection Partners work in drought affected
Counties offering multi-sectoral and child protection services.

The Child Protection Sector Partners have also initiated a mapping
of hotspots including newly emerging IDP sites and locations of
cross border/inter-county movement to support monitoring of child
protection, SGBV risks and support service provision. Joint
monitoring visits were conducted by Child Protection Sector Partners
along with the Directorate of Children Services to field sites in
Baringo County and Kakuma refugee camp. Additionally, Child
Protection Sector Partners have embarked on rapid assessments in
areas where information gaps have been identified and community-
based child protection mechanisms continue to be strengthened
through increased engagement with the County administrations and
local CBOs at County and Sub County level.

HUMAN INTEREST STORIES AND
EXTERNAL MEDIA

Since October, it has only rained twice in Rigdam. Community
members living in the village in Garissa County, Kenya, are now
starting to migrate in search of water and pasture for their livestock.
Now with only eight households, down from 150, Rigdam is one of
thousands of Kenyan villages affected by the current drought,
leaving people who remain with long distances to walk to fetch water.
“I moved to this area two months ago from a nearby village called
Mogadashe. My livestock was dying rapidly, and I used to have 200
goats, and now I am left with 10,” says local goatherder, Ibrahim Ali,
25.

Not far from where he is standing, a dead goat lays in an empty field,
it’s bones visible among the tiny shrubs growing within the cracks of
dry soil. However, Ali says a borehole in the village, recently
rehabilitated by UNICEF in partnership with the Kenyan government,
keeps him and his livestock going. “When I came, they had just fixed
the borehole, which has been useful for my goats to drink water. We
are now trying to farm maize, watermelons, beans, and tomatoes,
with the hope that it will rain more, and the produce can help us
provide for our families."

Until UNICEF stepped in, the Rigdam borehole had not been
functional for over a year. Before its rehabilitation, community
members would walk 34km daily to collect water from a nearby
village. The borehole pipeline has now made the walking distance for

water 7km from the community. Currently, UNICEF is working on the
second phase to complete a borehole pipeline to make water even
more accessible for community members. UNICEF water, sanitation,
and hygiene (WASH) specialist Jacob Kipkeny says, “When the
water pipeline is finished, water will be available on-site in the village
and at the school in this community.” UNICEF also installed a new
solar-powered water system, including replacing a submersible
pump and rehabilitating the water kiosk and a tap stand which has
two working taps.

“If the people who recently migrated from Rigdam to other areas
return, about 11,000 people, including children, will benefit from
these new water facilities,” Jacob adds. “It will contribute to
increased enrollment in school, reduce the time women and girls
spend fetching water, improve breastfeeding for mothers, and
increase opportunities for economic activities.” About 4.3 million
people and 1.4 million children are in need of humanitarian
assistance to cope with the ongoing drought. More than US$32
million is required for UNICEF to support the government for
effective response in the various sectors, including water, sanitation,
and hygiene.

Access to water brings hope for Rigdam village
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/acce
ss-water-brings-hope-rigdam-village

Protecting children in refugee camps from measles
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/prote
cting-children-refugee-camps-measles

Stopping the spread of measles during Kenya's worst drought in
40 years
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/stopp
ing-spread-measles-during-kenyas-worst-
drought-40-years

Men and boys key to ending FGM in Kenya
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/men-
and-boys-key-ending-fgm-kenya

Fresh-thinking Primary teacher helps keep students in school
throughout drought emergency
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/fresh
-thinking-primary-teacher-helps-keep-
students-school-throughout-drought-
emergency

Child marriage is rapidly increasing in the Horn of Africa, driven
by poverty, COVID-19 and drought
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/child-
marriage-rapidly-increasing-horn-africa-
driven-poverty-covid-19-and-drought

Nasra prefers solar-powered borehole to crocodile-infested river
for fetching water
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/nasra
-prefers-solar-powered-borehole-
crocodile-infested-river-fetching-water

A Primary School’s running water keeps children learning longer
and better
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/prima
ry-schools-running-water-keeps-children-
learning-longer-and-better

A man washes hands at a UNICEF-supported water kiosk in Rigdam,
Garissa County
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https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/access-water-brings-hope-rigdam-village
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/protecting-children-refugee-camps-measles
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/stopping-spread-measles-during-kenyas-worst-drought-40-years
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/men-and-boys-key-ending-fgm-kenya
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/fresh-thinking-primary-teacher-helps-keep-students-school-throughout-drought-emergency
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/child-marriage-rapidly-increasing-horn-africa-driven-poverty-covid-19-and-drought
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/nasra-prefers-solar-powered-borehole-crocodile-infested-river-fetching-water
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/primary-schools-running-water-keeps-children-learning-longer-and-better


A grandmother’s promise
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/gran
dmothers-promise

HAC APPEALS AND SITREPS

Kenya Appeals
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/kenya

Kenya Situation Reports
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/kenya/situ
ation-reports

All Humanitarian Action for Children Appeals
https://www.unicef.org/appeals

All Situation Reports
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/situation-
reports

NEXT SITREP: 31 MARCH 2023
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ANNEX A SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS
 

Sector UNICEF and IPs response Cluster/Sector response

Indicator Disaggregation
Total

needs
2023

targets
Total

results
Progress

2023
targets

Total
results

Progress

Health

People accessing primary healthcare in
UNICEF-supported health facilities

Total 3 million 1.1 million 54,929 - -

Girls 698,605 275,908 18,494 - -

Boys 671,209 275,908 16,424 - -

Women 787,789 275,908 11,945 - -

Men 756,896 264,871 8,039 - -

Community health workers receiving
support (skills and equipment) to deliver
essential maternal, newborn and child
health services

Total - 310 130 - -

Women - 158 73 - -

Men - 152 57 - -

HIV/AIDS

Children, adolescents, pregnant and
lactating women living with HIV receiving
antiretroviral therapy

Total - 11,187 4,609 - -

Girls - 4,475 1,714 - -

Boys - 3,356 1,655 - -

Women - 3,356 1,237 - -

Nutrition

Children 6-59 months with severe wasting
admitted for treatment

Total 238,373 238,373 14,831 238,373 14,831

Girls 121,570 121,570 7,485 121,570 7,485

Boys 116,803 116,803 7,346 116,803 7,346

Primary caregivers of children 0-23 months
receiving infant and young child feeding
counselling

Total 1.8 million 1.8 million 184,495 1.8 million 184,495

Women 918,000 918,000 94,092 918,000 94,092

Men 882,000 882,000 90,403 882,000 90,403

Child protection, GBViE and PSEA

Children, adolescents and caregivers
accessing community-based mental health
and psychosocial support

Total 519,591 157,334 8,498 519,591 8,498

1% -

1% -

1% -

1% -

1% -

0% -

0% -

0% -

2% -

1% -

2% -

2% -

0% 0%

0% 0%

0% 0%

0% 0%

0% 0%

0% 0%

3% 1%



 

Sector UNICEF and IPs response Cluster/Sector response

Indicator Disaggregation
Total

needs
2023

targets
Total

results
Progress

2023
targets

Total
results

Progress

Girls 124,545 40,907 4,241 124,545 4,241

Boys 119,662 39,334 3,113 119,662 3,113

Women 140,445 39,334 852 140,445 852

Men 134,938 37,760 1,292 134,938 1,292

Women, girls and boys accessing gender-
based violence risk mitigation, prevention
and/or response interventions

Total - 48,000 3,695 48,000 3,695

Girls - 19,200 1,634 19,200 1,634

Boys - 16,800 1,165 16,800 1,165

Women - 12,000 896 12,000 896

People with safe and accessible channels
to report sexual exploitation and abuse by
personnel who provide assistance to
affected populations

Total - 50,000 3,244 50,000 3,244

Girls - 11,985 1,567 11,985 1,567

Boys - 11,515 1,677 50,000 1,677

Women - 13,515 761 13,515 761

Men - 12,985 890 50,000 890

Education

Children accessing formal or non-formal
education, including early learning

Total 3.1 million 866,711 13,067 1.2 million 14,711

Girls 1.5 million 433,356 6,525 600,576 7,303

Boys 1.5 million 433,355 6,542 600,575 7,408

Children receiving individual learning
materials

Total 1.5 million 433,356 20,496 600,578 20,496

Girls 770,925 216,678 9,209 300,289 9,209

Boys 770,925 216,678 11,287 300,289 11,287

 Water, sanitation and hygiene

People accessing a sufficient quantity and
quality of water for drinking and domestic
needs

Total 5.1 million 2.1 million 162,501 2.6 million 162,501

Girls 1.2 million 514,523 33,176 623,963 33,176

Boys 1.2 million 494,346 39,961 599,494 39,961

Women 1.4 million 557,454 41,290 703,618 41,290

7% 2%

5% 2%

1% 0%

3% 1%

6% 6%

5% 5%

5% 5%

7% 7%

4% 4%

11% 11%

12% 3%

2% 2%

4% 1%

1% 1%

1% 1%

1% 1%

5% 3%

4% 3%

5% 4%

3% 3%

2% 1%

3% 3%

3% 2%



 

Sector UNICEF and IPs response Cluster/Sector response

Indicator Disaggregation
Total

needs
2023

targets
Total

results
Progress

2023
targets

Total
results

Progress

Men 1.3 million 557,454 39,663 676,025 39,663

People that participated in hygiene
promotion sessions

Total 5.1 million 2.1 million 57,266 2.6 million 57,266

Girls 1.2 million 514,523 14,566 623,963 14,566

Boys 1.2 million 494,346 13,990 599,493 13,990

Women 1.4 million 580,207 14,641 703,617 14,641

Men 1.3 million 557,454 8,120 676,025 8,120

Social protection

Households benefitting from new or
additional social assistance (cash/in kind)
measures from governments with UNICEF-
technical assistance support

Total 174,184 8,923 2,118 - -

Cross-sectoral (HCT, SBC, RCCE and AAP)

People reached through messaging on
prevention and access to services

Total 1.5 million 130,000 92,793 - -

Women 787,789 66,300 48,987 - -

Men 756,896 63,700 43,806 - -

3% 2%

2% 1%

2% 1%

2% 1%

1% 1%

0% 0%

1% -

4% -

7% -

2% -



ANNEX B FUNDING STATUS

Funding available Funding gap

Sector Requirements Humanitarian resources
received in 2023

Resources available from
2022 (carry over)

Funding gap
(US$)

Funding
gap (%)

Health 23,176,230 1,353,240 453,507 21,369,483 92%

HIV/AIDS 667,938 - 119 667,819 100%

Nutrition 34,526,513 1,015,200 8,938,608 24,572,705 71%

Child protection, GBViE
and PSEA 11,341,374 1,177,156 744,846 9,419,372 83%

Education 16,713,000 - 1,347,556 15,365,444 92%

 Water, sanitation and
hygiene 36,571,251 1,400,900 264,827 34,905,524 95%

Social protection 12,000,000 - 64,085 11,935,915 99%

Cross-sectoral (HCT,
SBC, RCCE and AAP) 2,468,000 1,662,434 305,804 499,762 20%

Total 137,464,306 6,608,930 12,119,352 118,736,024 86%

 

Who to contact for further information:
Shaheen Nilofer
Representative
T +254 20 762 2137
snilofer@unicef.org

Jean Lokenga
Deputy Representative, Programmes
T +254 20 762 2137
jlokenga@unicef.org

Dominic Stolarow
Chief, Field Operations & Emergency
T +254 70 596 4402
dstolarow@unicef.org



ENDNOTES
1. National Drought Management Authority, 2022 Short Rains Assessment, February 2023
2. National Drought Management Authority 2022 Short Rains Assessment, February 2023
3. Ministry of Health Cholera Outbreak Sitrep-015, 28 February 2023
4. National Drought Management Authority, 2022 Long Rains Assessment, July 2022.
5. National Drought Management Authority, 2022 Short Rains Assessment, February 2023.
6. The Famine Early Warning Systems Network, Key Message Update, Jan 2023
7. The Famine Early Warning Systems Network, Key Message Update, Jan 2023
8. National Drought Management Authority, 2022 Short Rains Assessment, February 2023
9. Ministry of Health Cholera Outbreak Sitrep-015, 28 February 2023
10. UNHCR Refugee Population Statistics, 31st December 2022
11. The Horn of Africa Drought Situation Appeal, January - December 2023
12. The Horn of Africa Drought Situation Appeal, January - December 2023
13. Ministry of Health OCV Dashboard, February 2023
14. February 2023 results are being collated and will be reported in the March 2023 sitrep
15. UNICEF has been conducting a thorough review of household data registration, which involves the cash distribution monitoring exercise.
This review is being carried out by cross-checking the data with the Enhanced Single Registry database of the national social protection
mechanism. This mechanism includes the National Social Safety Net Programme, known as "Inua Jamii," and the Hunger Safety Network
Programme. Furthermore, the total number of households benefiting from this cash transfer has increased due to the inclusion of HIV-
sensitive cash transfers starting from the month of February.


