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Kenya
HIGHLIGHTS
Throughout 2022, the drought situation remained critical in 221 of the 23 ASAL counties due to 
poor performance of October to December 2022 rains, coupled with four previous consecutive 
failed rainfall seasons, affecting about 4.52 million people, (compared to 2.13 million in 
September 2021), of these approximately 2.144 million are children. 
UNICEF’s emergency funding requirement which is aligned to revised HAC 2022 and Kenya 
Flash appeal stood at US$ 126.9 million with funding gap of US$ 74 million (58 per cent). 
UNICEF reached 1,089,060 (41 per cent of target) people (261,048 girls, 250,810 boys, 294,373 
women, 282,829 men) with Health, HIV/AIDS, Nutrition WASH, Child Protection, Education, 
Social Protection and Social Behaviour Change humanitarian interventions through technical, 
financial, capacity strengthening and coordination support for resilience-building, disaster risk 
analysis, risk-informed preparedness and integrated emergency service delivery  to drought, 
floods, disease outbreaks (including Cholera and Measles), COVID-19 and refugee crisis.  

UNICEF RESPONSE AND FUNDING STATUS*
Uninterrupted Health

Se

Funding status

SAM Treatment

Funding status

CP Services&
Prevention

Funding status

Access to Education

Funding status

Water Access

Funding status

Cash Transfer

Funding status

* UNICEF response % is only for the indicator, the funding status is for the entire sector.

SITUATION IN NUMBERS

2,140,000
Children in need of
humanitarian assistance5

4,500,000
People in need of
humanitarian assistance6

238,373
Children 6-59 months
requiring SAM treatment7

4,400,000
People who lack access to
safe water8

FUNDING STATUS (IN US$)**

$44M

$3.1M
$5.8M

$74M

UNICEF
APPEAL 2022

US $127M

Humanitarian
Resources

2021 carry over

Other Resources Funding gap

** Funding available includes: funds
received in the current year; carry-over
from the previous year; and repurposed
funds with agreement from donors

Learners in Dujis Primary School, Garissa County, receive UNICEF-supported dignity kits for girls that contain basic
hygiene and menstrual hygiene management supplies.
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41%

11%

52%

11%

40%

23%

10%

29%

52%

12%

60%

29%
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FUNDING OVERVIEW AND
PARTNERSHIPS
Up to August 2022, UNICEF Kenya Humanitarian Action for Children
2022 (HAC) appeal was for USD 30.8 million to support critical life-
saving and protective interventions for the most vulnerable girls,
boys, women and men in the arid and semi-arid (ASAL) counties,
refugee camps and urban informal settlements affected by drought
and the spin-off economic effects of COVID-19.

With the severe drought situation deteriorating, UNICEF Kenya
revised its HAC 2022 due to the increased people in need and in line
with the revision of the Kenya Inter-Agency Drought Flash Appeal
2022, increasing the financial requirements to USD 126.9 million to
provide life-saving services to the drought-affected children and
women. Approximately USD 53.1 million (42 per cent) has been
received against the HAC, of which USD 51 million is for drought
response, (new funds, carry-over and repurposed UNICEF regular
resources), and USD 2.1 million is for refugee response, leaving a
funding gap of USD 73.7 million (58 per cent). Soft funding pipeline
is approximately USD 13 million mainly from USAID/BHA, ECHO
EDF, Education Cannot Wait ECW, Australian Natcom - Horn of
Africa Drought and FCDO for various UNICEF sectors delivering
critical lifesaving interventions.

The new government has scaled up its leadership and coordination
role for partners responding to the drought emergency. According to
the National Drought Management Authority, the Government of
Kenya (GoK) expenditure to date, is approximately KES 13.7 billion
(USD 100 million) out of the KES 15.63 billion (USD 135 million)
allocated for the 2021/22 financial year on emergency cash, relief
food, livestock, water provision, school feeding and RUTF in drought
affected counties.

The European Commission/ECHO, USAID, Foreign Commonwealth
& Development Office (FCDO), Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (SIDA), the Government of Japan, Norway, Irish
Aid, German Natcom, Netherlands Committee for UNICEF, Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), Japan Committee for UNICEF,
and UN OCHA (CERF) have generously contributed to UNICEF
Kenya’s humanitarian response against the HAC and drought flash
appeal. UNICEF continues to support the Government of Kenya at
both the National and County level, Civil Society Organizations
(CSOs) and other humanitarian partners to respond to girls, boys,
women and men affected by the drought, refugees and COVID-19
spin-off effects.

SITUATION OVERVIEW AND
HUMANITARIAN NEEDS9,10

In 2022, Kenya continued to experience a severe drought whilst at
the same time responding to other shocks: the remaining socio-
economic impact of COVID-19, floods, disease outbreaks (Yellow
Fever, Measles and Cholera) as well as the need to respond to
the refugees. Kenya also faced two additional potential risks
- election-related violence and Ebola outbreak – requiring intensified
multi-agency preparedness.

As of 31 December 2022, the drought situation in the Arid and Semi-
Arid Lands (ASALs) remains critical in 22 of the 23 ASAL counties
due to the late onset and poor performance of the October to
December 2022 rains11 , coupled with four previous consecutive
failed rainy seasons that resulted in an increase in the people in
need of humanitarian assistance to 4.5 million people12 (up from
2.1 million in September 202113 ), of which approximately
2.14 million are children14 . Nine counties are in ALARM phase, 13
are in ALERT phase and only one is in the NORMAL phase. 

The caseload of children, 6-59 months that are acutely malnourished
and in need of treatment is 884,46413, of which 222,720 suffer from
severe acute malnutrition15 , up from 111,141 in August 2021 and
159 653 in February 202216 . A total of 115,725 pregnant and
lactating women are acutely malnourished and in need of treatment.
The main drivers of malnutrition include acute food insecurity
characterized by low milk availability due to below-average milk
production in 21 of the 23 ASAL counties, unfavorable terms of trade
for livestock and crops, high food prices, increased morbidity and
water stress which continued throughout the year. SMART surveys
are ongoing in 6 counties (Turkana, Marsabit, Mandera, Isiolo, Tana
River and Wajir) to inform the analysis/SRA scheduled for 30th Jan –
16th February 2023 . According to FEWSNET, in the pastoral areas,
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes will
likely remain widespread as households continue to have limited
access to food and income and rely on Government and
humanitarian assistance.

Lack of access to safe water is affecting 4.416 million people who
are in need of comprehensive WASH interventions in the 23 ASAL
Counties17 . In Mandera County, water coverage has fallen as low as
17% in the worst-affected sub-counties. The level of the water tables
has significantly decreased, resulting in low yields, overuse and
increased breakdowns of boreholes, further exacerbated by the
drying up of open water sources. Women and girls are having to

Halima Ali feeds her 13-month-old son Mahbub Mohamed ready-to-use
therapeutic food at her home in Garissa County, Kenya
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travel further (up to 15 km) and wait longer for water at boreholes (up
to 6 hours), exposing them to heightened risk of gender-based
violence. Individual water consumption has reduced to 4-8 liters per
person per day in the worst affected areas, which is well below the
standard minimum of 15 liters per person per day. 

Around 20 to 30 per cent18 of the population in ASALs have minimal
to no access to essential health services and are mainly served
through biweekly integrated health outreaches. Outpatient
attendance in health facilities have reduced due to several factors
including population movement, poorly supplied health facilities,
insecurity, and the inadequate scale of outreaches. The availability of
essential medicines in health facilities in the ASAL counties has
worsened, with average of 67.5% drug stock-out rates for the
12 tracer commodities19 reported in Garissa, Wajir, Mandera,
Marsabit, Tana River, Samburu and Turkana in November 2022. 

An estimated 1.5 million learners in the drought affected counties
need support to remain in school. Over 400,000 learners are
impacted directly by drought with an estimated 66,000 learners not
attending school due to the drought. The main drivers of school
absenteeism that is increasing the risk of learners dropping out are:
the migration of families in search for water; reduced water
availability in schools; the lack of school meals; the inability to pay
school fees and children caring for livestock20 .

Lack of sufficient WASH infrastructure and water supply is
contributing to the spread of the current cholera outbreak in 10 of the
drought-affected counties. The first cholera case was reported on the
8th October 2022. As of 23 January 2023 4,186 cases and 78 deaths
(CFR 1.9%), of which 1,833 (44.6%) are from Garissa County (of
which 1,807 cases are in the Dadaab refugee camps), followed by
Tana River County with 598 (14.6%) and Wajir County with 209
cases (11.4%). Up to 51% of the cumulative cases are males, while
49% are females; and 40% are in the 0-10 years age group. Of the
72 cumulative deaths, 75% are males and 25% are females. Up to
40% of cases are children and 30% of deaths are children under
five21 .

In July 2022, a Yellow Fever outbreak was reported in Isiolo and
Garissa Counties, with 123 cases (3 cases confirmed) and 11
deaths. A measles outbreak was also reported in Marsabit, Wajir,
Garissa (including Dadaab refugee camps), Turkana, and Mandera
Counties, with 390 cases (83 confirmed) and 2 deaths (CFR 0.9%).

Kenya continues to record new COVID-19 cases in 2022. Since 13th
March 2020, when the first case was confirmed in Kenya, 342,639
confirmed cases and 5,688 deaths have been reported.

By 25 March 2022, a total of 29,000 households (145,000 people)
were affected by floods, and about 8,850 households (44,250
people) had been displaced across Kisumu, Siaya, Migori, Busia,
Homabay, Baringo, Tana River, Taita Taveta, Nairobi, and Nakuru
Counties22 . A total of 4,752 acres of agricultural land in 12 counties
was destroyed (Kisumu, Homa Bay, Busia, Migori, Tana River, Taita
Taveta, Nairobi, Narok, Trans Nozia, Elgeyo Marakawet, Siaya,
Isiolo, and Marsabit). A joint assessment carried out by Kenya Red
Cross Society (KRCS) and other stakeholders in Western Kenya in
May 2022, reported that people were still living in 9 camps as their
shelter had been rendered inhabitable.

A total of 573,508 refugees and asylum seekers continue to live in
Kenya, of which 53.4 per cent are from Somalia, 25.1 per cent from
South Sudan, 8.9 per cent from Congo, 5.6 per cent from Ethiopia
and the remaining are from other nationalities. Out of this 43 per cent
live in Kakuma/Kalobeyei, 41 per cent are in Dadaab camps and 16
per cent in urban settlements. UNHCR has reported that over
80,00023  refugees from Somalia fleeing drought and conflict have
arrived at Dadaab Refugee Camps and are in urgent need of shelter
and other basic services. To accommodate the newly arrived

refugees, the Government of Kenya has agreed to the reopening of
IFO 2 camp.

SUMMARY ANALYSIS OF PROGRAMME
RESPONSE

Health
In partnership with the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS), a total of
447,867 people has been reached (41per cent of the target) with
critical life-saving integrated outreach services in targeted and
supported health facilities, of which a total of 30,499 people (6,745
girls, 8,657 boys, 10,989 women and 4,108 men) were reached in
December 2022. These services included: immunization, treatment
of pneumonia, diarrhoea, health education, demonstration to
community members participating in outreach services on household
water treatment, nutrition monitoring, issuance of supplementary
foods and antenatal care.

A total of 11,469 pregnant women (45 per cent of target) have been
supported with access to antenatal care (ANC) services, of which
706 were in December.

UNICEF supported the development of an application to the
International Coordinating Group (ICG) on Vaccine Provision for
Yellow Fever Vaccines and funds for operational cost of conducting
the response vaccination campaign, reaching 367,384 (52% of the
target of 711,300 people) in Isiolo and Garissa Counties.

UNICEF also supported measles vaccination campaign in Turkana,
West Pokot, Mandera, Wajir, Garissa, Nairobi and Marsabit counties,
reaching 1,096,205 (88% of the target of 1,238,875 people).

HIV/AIDS
A cumulative total of 4,526 (42 per cent of the revised target)
children, adolescents and pregnant/breast feeding women living with
HIV continued to receive anti-retroviral therapy, thanks to the
capacity building of health care workers and community health
workers who deployed skills gained for a wider reach out in target
communities and health facilities. In addition, collaboration with
UNICEF's cash transfer programme enabled 62 HIV child headed
households to be enrolled in the emergency cash transfers
programme in Turkana County.

During the year under review, UNICEF provided technical guidance
to Wajir county to conduct door to door family index HIV testing that
targeted 243 households in order to identify the older children living
with HIV. Through this process, fifty-four (25 male, 29 female) 0-14
year-old children, 295 (87 male, 108 female) 15-24 year-old youth
and 286 (79 male, 107 female) above 25 year-old have successfully
been screened.

Nutrition
A total of 123,675 (63,313 girls and 60,362 boys) children of 6 to 59
months were admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition
(SAM) between January and December 2022 across the drought
affected areas, refugees and non-ASAL counties. Furthermore, a
total of 2,068,322 caregivers (115 per cent of target) were reached
with nutrition messages during the same period. UNICEF, together
with its implementing partners, continued to directly support 1,597
integrated health and nutrition outreaches (which are 65 per cent of
the 2,467 mapped outreaches) in arid and semi-arid areas.

As part of risk informed programming, UNICEF supported 10 arid

3



counties to implement Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition
(IMAM) surge approach to inform system capacity to cope and
respond to surges of admissions in acute malnutrition covering 69
per cent (520 health facilities) offering IMAM services. The IMAM
surge approach is a facility-level model to enable predictable
expansion of capacity during emergencies through analysis of risks
and trends.

To enhance the capacity to deliver basic life saving nutrition
services,15 counties were supported to strengthen the capacity of
250 (147 females and 103 males) health care workers on the
integrated management of acute malnutrition. Training was also
provided to 23 ASAL county personnel on the integrated phase
classification for acute malnutrition protocols and nutrition situation
analysis during seasonal assessment that assess the impact of the
long and short rainy seasons on the food and nutrition security
situation. This included support to the integrated nutrition surveys in
ten counties. The analysis informed the development and updating
of the costed county contingency and national nutrition response
plans which guided response actions during the drought emergency.

UNICEF supported procurement and distribution of 132,501 RUTF
cartons as part of nutrition response to drought emergency bringing
down stock out rates from 27 per cent in February to less than 2 per
cent by December 2022. Further UNICEF supported advocacy for
domestic financing of nutrition program where government allocated
over USD 400,000 towards the procurement of RUTF through the
Matching fund facility.

Child protection, GBViE and PSEA
In collaboration with the Directorate of Children Services (DCS),
UNICEF in 2022 has reached a cumulative total of 39,870 people
(31per cent of the target) with child protection related services, which
includes prevention from violence, abuse, and exploitation.

Additionally, a total 22,366 people (47 per cent of the target) have
received community based mental health and psychosocial support
services. A total of 4,352 children and women (2,024 girls, 1,152
boys and 1,176 women) were able to access GBV risk mitigation,
prevention, or response interventions in 2022.

In Kakuma, Kalobeyei and Dadaab refugee camps, CPIMS
PRIMERO V2 was rolled out with a caseload of 12,604 (5,297 girls,
7,307 boys) children. The identified child protection and GBV cases
have been registered, case-planned, implemented, and followed up
with affected children receiving an array of services including age-
appropriate psychosocial support and placement in alternative care
arrangements

Education
A total of 71,636 children (30,733 girls and 40,903 boys), which is 10
per cent of the target, have accessed basic education with UNICEF
support in both drought and refugee settings. Of these, 51,161
children (23,781 girls; 27,380 boys) have been supported to re-enroll
in school and provided with remedial and catch-up lessons.
Additionally, 34,848 students (17,277 girls and 17,571 boys)
benefited from emergency learning materials that included disability
kits and Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) kits. The
distribution of these materials helped in reducing the burden of the
indirect school costs borne by vulnerable households during the
drought emergency period.

In support to refugee education, UNICEF ensured access to quality
Education and retention in schools for refugees and host
communities through provision of Accelerated Education (AEP),

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) interventions
and skills building programmes. A total of 2,169 learners (1,114 F,
1,055 M) benefitted from AEP and provided with teaching /learning
materials, MHPSS, teachers training, and community empowerment.
Additionally, UNICEF supported STEM in 11 secondary schools in
Dadaab and Kakuma/Kalobeyei refugee areas with, teachers' supply,
infrastructure, desks, textbooks, lab equipment and training
combined with mentorship for girls to encourage them in participating
in science related subjects/events benefitting 18,306 learners (5,838
F, 12,468 M).

To enhance quality of learning and support newly enrolled learners in
drought affected counties, 347 teachers (256 males & 91 females)
were trained on remedial and catchup pedagogical approaches,
Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHSSP), Gender-Based
Violence (GBV) and Guidance and Counselling (G&C). UNICEF also
supported the training of 1,185 (919 male & 266 female) members of
the Enrolment Drive Committees (EDCs) and school Board of
Management (BoM) on life skills, child safeguarding & their
roles/responsibilities, child protection and referral mechanisms.

Disaster Risk Reduction training was provided to 358 education
officers (298 males & 60 females) from 10 counties (Baringo,
Garissa, Isiolo, Mandera, Marsabit, Samburu, Tana River, Turkana,
Wajir) which enabled them to effectively participate in the
development of the County Education emergency response plans
based on their specific context, hazards, needs and gaps. UNICEF
supported 2,361 children (1,293 girls; 1,068 boys) to access
mentorship and life skills sessions in 26 Secondary schools from
Marsabit, Samburu, Turkana, and West Pokot counties
strengthening their resilience and their coping mechanisms to the
impact of drought.

Water, sanitation and hygiene
During the reporting period of January - December 2022, UNICEF
supported a total of 1,030,427 people (321,996 men, 439,212
women, 131,830 boys and 137,390 girls) with access to safe water
through the rehabilitation of 274 non-functional boreholes and
solarization of 20 boreholes in Garissa, Mandera, Marsabit, Wajir,
Turkana, Tana River, Isiolo, Samburu and Kajiado counties, which is
52 per cent of the revised 2022 target for UNICEF.

A total of 630,470 people were reached with essential WASH
supplies during reporting period (308,924 men, 321,546 women) in
ten counties of Baringo, Samburu, Tana River, Isiolo, Wajir, Marsabit,
Garissa, Mandera, Turkana and Kajiado, which is 32 per cent of the
revised 2022 target.

UNICEF provided family kits and WASH supplies to 12,500 flood-
displaced people (3,125 men, 3,250 women, 3,125 girls and 3,000
boys) and additional WASH supplies to 1,465 people (717 male and
747 Female) for cholera response in Kisumu, Migori and Busia
counties. UNICEF is also supporting national and county
governments to mainstream climate change in their development
plans, to help reduce economic loss to natural disasters and build
resilience of institutions, communities, and households.

On cholera response in the Dadaab Refugee camps, UNICEF also
provided WASH supplies to 1,500 households in the Dadaab refugee
camps and to 1,000 households in the Garissa host community,
reaching 12,500 people (3,125 men, 3,250 women, 3,125 girls and
3,000 boys).

Hygiene messages reached a total of 847,887 people comprising of
138,311 girls, 132,777 boys, 294,112 women and 282,687 men,
representing 42 per cent of the revised 2022 target. A total of
170,074 school going children (113 per cent of target) have been
reached with hygiene messages, of which 86,737 girls and 83,337
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boys were reached with hygiene messages in 25 learning facilities
during the reporting period in same ten counties as listed above.

All these WASH interventions in targeted affected communities and
schools have alleviated the suffering and burden of the drought-
affected populations as well as enhanced their protection concerns.
The WASH interventions will further boost the resilience of
communities, governments and stakeholders in dealing with future
drought emergencies and their impacts on population due to
strengthened systems and capacities.

Social protection

In partnership with the Kenya Red Cross Society, UNICEF reached a
total of 19,375 people (36% of revised target) and of which 2,739
(1,407 girls and 1,332 boys) are children, with four out of six cycles
of emergency cash payments paid every four weeks.

Community households benefitting from the cash transfers were
targeted and jointly identified with other UNICEF sectors e.g. those
supporting health/nutrition and protection outreach services,
enabling programmes to focus on the most marginalized and
vulnerable individuals who are in need of critical life-saving
interventions such as nutrition and health treatment, including
vaccinations.

Cash transfers also targeted households with infants and children
under five, pregnant women and adolescent girls, people with
disabilities and chronic illness, and families facing separation and
other child protection concerns. Vulnerable households meeting
these criteria who are registered for one of the Government of
Kenya's cash transfer programmes receive a top-up to ensure they
are not excluded.

Cross-sectoral (HCT, SBC, RCCE and AAP)
Through the Digiredio platform, 51 radio channels ran a specific
package of life-saving (health, nutrition, child protection, hygiene
promotion and sanitation) and on Accountability to Affected
Populations (AAP) and for Out of School Children (OoSC), reaching
over 13.5 million listeners in 2022. Additionally, 180,000 posters and
7,500 flip charts on lifesaving messages were printed and
prepositioned with Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) for
dissemination.

Community mobilization and engagement sessions on drought,

disease outbreaks and key household practices reached a total of
43,635 community members, (23,499 female and 20,136 male).
Dissemination of an integrated life-saving communication packages
through Rapid pro SMS system reached another 503,931 people.

A total of 25 community feedback meetings in Marsabit, Turkana,
Tana River, Wajir, Mandera, Garissa and Baringo counties engaged
a total of 743 people (595 female and 48 male). The setting up of
safe, trusted, and preferred mechanisms for two-way communication
with affected populations has started with the establishment of the
Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) toll free number (0800 720 577)
through which feedback on 617 messages, mainly on Cash and
Voucher Assistance (CVA) were received and shared with KRCS
county coordinators to address. These mechanisms ensure
UNICEF's ability to remain accountable to affected populations.

UNICEF supported the Kenya Ministry of Health to launch the
National COVID-19 vaccinations on the 5th of March 2022, and has
supported two rapid response initiatives on COVID-19 vaccination,
covering 24 counties through development of a multi-media
package, and supported county-led vaccination initiatives, working
with interfaith networks, educational and training institutions to
spread messages on the importance of the COVID-19 vaccination.  A
total of 342 community-trusted persons were engaged in 153,491
interactive radio segments, culminating in the creation of 59 radio
listening groups. The Digiredio platform reached a cumulative 15
million people, with a further 1,932,455 people being reached
through social media channels.

Security
In 2022, intermittent incidents of intercommunal tensions and armed
attacks were reported in Turkana, Baringo, Samburu, Laikipia, Lamu
and Marsabit counties and border areas in Mandera, Garissa and
Wajir counties. UNICEF guided staff and implementing partners on
the minimum standards for safety of personnel and supplies. To
ensure minimal interruption on service delivery to affected
populations, critical analysis of the programmatic and operational
impact of insecurity on the ongoing drought emergency response
has been continuously provided.

HUMANITARIAN LEADERSHIP,
COORDINATION AND STRATEGY
An enhanced drought coordination structure was set up on 7th
October 2022 with the Intergovernmental Committee for Disaster
Risk Management chaired by the Deputy President providing overall
strategic decision-making for the drought response while the Sector
Technical Committee for Drought Management at the national level
is the technical decision-making body. At the operational level, the
County Steering Groups are reinvigorated and linked to the National
level with regular compulsory reporting. These are jointly chaired by
the County Governors and County Commissioners. Sub-County
Steering Groups are also being established.

The Ministry of Interior is responsible for the overall coordination of
the Government of Kenya’s drought response with the National
Drought Management Authority (NDMA) leading the operational
multi-sectoral coordination of the drought response at the national
level and across the 23 arid and semi-arid counties.

HE the President of Kenya formed a National Drought Response
Steering Committee on 21 November 2022, to be chaired by
Safaricom24 Chief Executive Officer. The committee's primary
interventions are food, water, livestock, health, wildlife, energy,
education, security, forestry, agriculture, and irrigation, establishing a

Female beneficiary of UNICEF emergency cash assistance with child,
Turkana
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private-sector-led National Drought Mitigation Appeal Fund in
conjunction with the Kenya Red Cross, as well as mobilizing
resources to supplement the government's drought response. It
works with the national and county governments to strengthen
capacity for resilient recovery to protect development gains from
recurring droughts.

The Resident Coordinator’s Office and UNOCHA are leading the
coordination of humanitarian action for the UN and partners’ support
to the government’s response. UNICEF actively participates in inter-
agency coordination mechanisms, including the Kenya Humanitarian
Partnership Team (KHPT) and the Inter-Sector Working Group
(ISWG). A UN Humanitarian Country Team (UNHCT) was
established in November 2022 to further strengthen coordination and
mobilization of resources.

UNICEF is supporting the government in co-leading the national
drought response through our sector lead role in WASH, Education,
Nutrition and Child Protection, as well as in supporting county-level
response through the zonal offices in Lodwar and Garissa. UNICEF
provides technical and financial support to line ministries at national
and county level to support sector coordination and leadership,
advocacy and resource mobilization. At the county level, UNICEF’s
lead sectors, especially WASH and Nutrition, have been highly
engaged in the County Steering groups in drought affected counties.
UNICEF has supported the Yellow Fever, Measles and Cholera
Outbreak response efforts spearheaded by Ministry of Health (MoH)
and WHO sector leads by providing strategic technical leadership in
the coordination mechanisms, including cross-border collaboration
with Ethiopia and Somalia.

UNICEF is supporting Nutrition Technical Forums at national and
county levels, the Emergency Nutrition Technical Advisory
Committee and the Kenya Nutrition Information Technical Working
Group chaired by government for coordinated implementation and
monitoring of nutrition response and contingency plans at national
and county levels. The forums have held monthly meetings on
quality improvement, advocacy and resource mobilization with strong
engagement of private sector actors to support key complementary
sectors like the Food Sector, through which improvements in the
overall coverage of the SAM and MAM treatment programs linked to
heightened response activities has been recorded. All the Nutrition
target counties of Turkana, Baringo, Samburu, Garissa, Mandera,
Wajir, Marsabit, Isiolo, Kajiado, Kilifi, Kitui, Laikipia, West Pokot and
Tana River have also held their monthly coordination forums to plan
for SMART surveys and outreach response interventions and
monitoring of the same.

Election preparedness was a major focus for the nutrition national
coordination forum; the Emergency Nutrition Advisory Committee
(ENAC). Counties were sensitized on the essential preparedness
and response package including those in drought prone ASALs.
Prepositioning of essential supplies to support election preparedness
was also done across the eight humanitarian hubs in the country.
UNICEF supported the nutrition sector to strengthen its collaboration
with social protection sector, hence building increased alignment in
targeting of households (HH’s) with special interest groups
(especially children 5 years and below) in geographical areas with
high levels of acute malnutrition. Significant engagement also
continued through inter sector, Kenya humanitarian partnership
meetings and regional meetings including with the global nutrition
cluster.

UNICEF is co-leading the WASH Sector Coordination with the
Ministry of Water, Sanitation and Irrigation, Kenya Red Cross Society
is the sector co-lead, and the Ministry of Health is coordinating
hygiene interventions. UNICEF supported the monthly coordination
meetings at national and county level in Wajir, Marsabit, Garissa,
Isiolo, Samburu and Turkana to support overall response

implementation and monitoring of the increasing drought and
disease-outbreak needs. The WASH 5W25 mapping received 321
activity reports from 21 partners, and UNICEF supported automating
of the 5W through the online WASH Emergency Reporting Platform
to improve evidence-based planning. The Kenya WASH ReliefWeb
site, a humanitarian portal to improve access to humanitarian
updates by all stakeholders and the general public has also been
developed with support of the Global WASH Cluster.

UNICEF has coordinated a needs assessment with the Cholera
National Task Force and the affected counties and has called for
additional investments in prevention interventions including WASH
NFIs in all the drought-affected counties and has also supported the
Ministry of Health in developing the National Cholera Response
Plan. UNICEF is also providing coordination oversight to Ministry of
Health and Ministry of Water, Sanitation and Irrigation, supporting
coordination with county governments and partners, and supporting
mapping of the county-level situation, risk factors, response
interventions and supplies needs.

UNICEF and Save the Children are co-leading the Education sector.
The Education in Emergencies working group member organizations
are scaling up their advocacy and resource mobilization efforts for
funding the education sector which is only 8 per cent funded,
significantly limiting response capacities. UNICEF has advocated for
strengthened coordination mechanisms at national and county levels
with the activation of the coordination working groups and building of
the capacity of EiE focal persons. In addition, UNICEF has
supported the EiE WG to develop a national drought response plan
and collect data on the impact of drought on education. To support
the establishment and activation of effective EiE WG coordination
platforms and mechanisms at the sub-national (county) level,
UNICEF supported the capacity enhancement of 41 emergency focal
points (34 from 17 drought affected counties and 7 at the national
level) through a 7-day workshop. Participants after the workshop
expressed confidence that they are able to develop emergency
education preparedness plans for their respective counties and
enhance effective sector coordination to respond to drought
emergency.

UNICEF and Save the Children are co-leading the child protection
sub-sector with the Directorate of Children Services. The sector
working group held monthly meetings where mapping of the partners
at national and county level was done and the Child Protection in
Emergencies guidelines were reviewed in line with the new
Children’s Act 2022 which came to effect in July 2022. Drought
response was enhanced under the leadership of the Strategic
Intervention Unit of the Department of Children’s Services (DCS)
with UNICEF’s support, focusing on situational data and reporting
from both governmental and CSO actors. DCS and UNICEF have
been reviewing CPIMS data and connecting it to other data sets
(GBV, police, nutritional assessments) to better identify risk factors
and barriers to help-seeking behaviours. Coordination mechanisms
are activated in all drought-affected counties as well as at the
national level. A national Inter-Ministerial committee on prevention
and response to female genital mutilation and child marriage has
been activated and oriented by UNICEF. An emergency reporting
tool has been adopted by the Directorate of Children Services and all
the county Coordinators from the drought-affected counties.

UNICEF actively participates in the Kenya Cash Working Group and
the Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL) Sector coordination forums,
promoting the uptake of best practices and alignment across cash
actors to harmonise approaches, avoid duplication and optimise the
use of resources. UNICEF is the co-chair of the Social Protection
Sector Working Group, and ensures close coordination with county
cash working groups.
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HUMAN INTEREST STORIES AND
EXTERNAL MEDIA

As the UNICEF vehicle approached Garissa County, Kenya, we
could see an endless landscape filled with dying bushes and shrubs.
There was not a drop of water, even though it should be raining in
November. Along the tarmac road, young girls and boys were trying
to catch the attention of the drivers, in the hope of getting some
water or empty plastic bottles. These girls and boys are among the
thousands of children who are not attending schools in the drought-
affected areas of Kenya.

Consecutive years of below-average rainfall in Garissa County and
the rest of Northern Kenya has deeply impacted the pastoralist
communities who live there. This is one of the worst climate
emergencies in the last 40 years. The Education Working Group,
chaired by the Kenyan Government, and supported by UNICEF,
estimates that 690,000 school-aged children are at risk of dropping
out of school due to the drought.

There are many reasons for these dropouts: boys join their parents
to search for grazing land for livestock, parents cannot afford
education costs, girls help the families with homework and childcare
of younger siblings, children look for jobs - often hard labor - to
complement their family’s income and others. According to the
Ministry of Education, the situation is worse for girls. Few will
complete primary education, and even fewer secondary.

Modika Primary School in Garissa is an exception to this trend of
increasing dropouts. “Today, there are 457 children enrolled in this
school, out of which 220 are girls,” explained headteacher Ali Dika
Abdala. “Five years back, the overall number stood at only 100
children. The school staff have worked hard to support the return of
the children. The teachers followed up with parents individually,
supported the mothers to find other solutions for childcare and raised
awareness on the benefits to invest in girls’ education.”

UNICEF upgraded the school's infrastructure and regularly provides
education supplies, including school bags and hygiene items for
students.

Mr Abdala further explained that the drought has forced families to
separate. Some parents take their younger children out of school
and leave Garissa in search of better pastures, while their
adolescent daughters stay behind. At this time, 73 adolescent girl
students at Modika School are separated from their immediate
families and living with extended families. These arrangements can
come with risks to the safety and well-being of girls.

“In many primary schools in Garissa, the gender parity between girls
and boys is similar,” Mr Abdala continued. “The situation changes
when the girls reach 13-14 years old. As parents struggle to feed
their children and their dying livestock, they often adopt negative
coping strategies to the detriment of their children. One of them is to
marry off their adolescent daughters so that the family can receive a
dowry and have one less person to feed.”

Interviews with pastoral community members suggest that during the
drought, dowries for adolescent girls increased, as the piece of cattle
decreased.

Mr Abdala concluded that adolescent girls need support to return to
and remain in school. Unless the Government, donors and partners
invest in schools and education, many girls will tragically become
adolescent brides.

By Narine Aslanyan, Emergency Specialist, Gender

Schools provide a protective space for children in drought-
affected Garissa Helping keep children in
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/scho
ols-provide-protective-space-children-
drought-affected-garissa

Stopping the spread of measles during Kenya's worst drought in
40 years
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/stopp
ing-spread-measles-during-kenyas-worst-
drought-40-years

Protecting children in refugee camps from measles
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/prote
cting-children-refugee-camps-measles

Fighting gender-based violence in drought-affected Garissa
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/fighti
ng-gender-based-violence-drought-
affected-garissa

Northern Kenya drought leaves thousands of children hungry
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/north
ern-kenya-drought-leaves-thousands-
children-hungry

Bringing COVID-19 Vaccination Closer to the People
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/bringi
ng-covid-19-vaccination-closer-people

Break the chain: cash transfers end the cycle of poverty in
Kajiado
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/break
-chain-cash-transfers-end-cycle-poverty-
kajiado

Drought and soaring food prices force more girls into early
marriage
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/drou
ght-and-soaring-food-prices-force-more-
girls-early-marriage

Investing in Children is Smart Economics
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/inves
ting-children-smart-economics

Students in their classroom at Modika Primary school in Garissa County
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Responding to drought in Garissa County
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/respo
nding-drought-garissa-county

Community health volunteers persuade mothers to get
vaccinated
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/com
munity-health-volunteers-persuade-
mothers-get-vaccinated

Replacing well water with a clean alternative in drought-stricken
areas
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/stories/repla
cing-well-water-clean-alternative-drought-
stricken-areas

UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Priyanka Chopra Jonas meets
children suffering from severe malnutrition i
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/press-
releases/unicef-goodwill-ambassador-
priyanka-chopra-jonas-meets-children-
suffering-severe

31,500 cartons of therapeutic food donated by the UK
Government, released to drought affected counti
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/press-
releases/31500-cartons-therapeutic-food-
donated-uk-government-released-
drought-affected

Japanese Ambassador visits Kitengela Vaccine Depot, after
200,200 COVID-19 vaccine doses donated to
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/press-
releases/japanese-ambassador-visits-
kitengela-vaccine-depot-after-200200-
covid-19-vaccine

UNICEF Kenya and Airtel Kenya launch new partnership to
promote children’s rights to education and p
https://www.unicef.org/kenya/press-
releases/unicef-kenya-and-airtel-kenya-
launch-new-partnership-promote-
childrens-rights

HAC APPEALS AND SITREPS

Kenya Appeals
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/kenya

Kenya Situation Reports
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/kenya/situ
ation-reports

All Humanitarian Action for Children Appeals
https://www.unicef.org/appeals

All Situation Reports
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/situation-
reports

NEXT SITREP: 31 JANUARY 2023
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ANNEX A SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS
 

Sector UNICEF and IPs response Cluster/Sector response

Indicator Disaggregation
Total

needs
2022

targets
Total

results
Progress

2022
targets

Total
results

Progress

Health

Children and women accessing primary
health care in UNICEF-supported facilities

Total 2.9 million 1.1 million 447,867 - -

Girls 757,770 286,944 145,704 - -

Boys 728,625 275,908 114,270 - -

Women 728,625 275,908 114,271 - -

Men 699,480 264,871 73,622 - -

Pregnant women receiving at least 4 ANC
visits

Total 25,651 25,651 11,469 - -

Children, caregivers, and community
members are aware of behaviour change
for drought-related disease prevention. 

Total 1.5 million 666,370 547,566 - -

HIV/AIDS

Pregnant women, lactating women, and
children living with HIV receiving ART. 

Total 55,371 10,732 4,526 - -

Girls 22,841 3,269 1,259 - -

Boys 18,688 1,958 956 - -

Women 13,842 5,505 2,311 - -

Nutrition

Children under 5 with SAM admitted for
treatment. 

Total 781,320 238,373 123,675 238,373 123,675

Girls 398,474 121,570 63,313 121,570 63,313

Boys 382,846 116,803 60,363 116,803 60,363

Caregivers, families, and/or community
members reached with key nutrition
messages. 

Total 1.8 million 1.8 million 2.1 million 1.8 million 2.1 million

Women 918,000 918,000 1.1 million 918,000 1.1 million

Men 882,000 882,000 1 million 882,000 1 million

Child protection

# of people (including) children covered by
child protection services/prevented from
violence, abuse, and exploitation.

Total 377,771 129,896 52,474 129,896 52,474

Girls 160,553 55,206 20,367 55,206 20,367

3% -

2% -

3% -

4% -

2% -

3% -

17% -

5% -

6% -

8% -

4% -

5% 5%

5% 5%

5% 5%

38% 38%

38% 38%

38% 38%

11% 11%

11% 11%



 

Sector UNICEF and IPs response Cluster/Sector response

Indicator Disaggregation
Total

needs
2022

targets
Total

results
Progress

2022
targets

Total
results

Progress

Boys 160,553 55,206 20,660 55,206 20,660

Women 37,777 12,990 6,879 12,990 6,879

Men 18,888 6,495 4,568 6,495 4,568

Children accessing community-based
mental health and psychosocial support

Total 97,032 48,000 22,366 48,000 22,366

Girls 47,299 20,400 7,360 20,400 7,360

Boys 47,793 20,400 7,430 20,400 7,430

Women 1,028 4,800 4,929 4,800 4,929

Men 911 2,400 2,647 2,400 2,647

Women, girls and boys accessing gender-
based violence risk mitigation, prevention
and/or response interventions

Total 52,235 50,000 4,352 50,000 4,352

Girls 23,506 22,500 2,024 22,500 2,024

Boys 23,505 22,500 1,152 22,500 1,152

Women 5,224 5,000 1,176 5,000 1,176

Education

Children accessing formal or non-formal
education, including early learning

Total 1.5 million 700,871 71,636 968,843 80,591

Girls 734,360 350,435 30,733 484,421 46,657

Boys 734,360 350,436 40,903 484,422 33,934

Children provided with individual learning
materials.

Total 734,360 442,914 34,848 484,422 95,285

Girls 367,180 221,457 17,277 242,211 55,348

Boys 367,180 221,457 17,571 242,211 39,937

WASH

People accessing safe water at 7.5 litres, to
at least 15 litres per person per day
(SPHERE). 

Total 4.4 million 2 million 1 million 2.6 million 1 million

Girls 1.1 million 520,000 137,390 676,806 137,390

Boys 1.1 million 500,000 131,830 650,775 131,830

Women 1.1 million 500,000 439,212 650,775 439,212

Men 1 million 480,000 321,996 624,744 321,996

Children accessing appropriate hygiene
awareness raising in learning facilities and

Total 375,150 150,000 170,074 624,744 170,074

15% 15%

0% 0%

0% 0%

1% 1%

1% 1%

1% 1%

1% 1%

3% 3%

0% 0%

0% 0%

0% 0%

0% 0%

3% 0%

2% 0%

4% 0%

0% 1%

0% 1%

0% 1%

5% 4%

5% 4%

5% 4%

5% 4%

5% 4%

1% 0%



 

Sector UNICEF and IPs response Cluster/Sector response

Indicator Disaggregation
Total

needs
2022

targets
Total

results
Progress

2022
targets

Total
results

Progress

safe spaces. 

Girls 187,950 75,150 86,737 312,997 86,737

Boys 187,200 74,850 83,337 311,747 83,337

People that participated in hygiene
promotion sessions. 

Total 4.4 million 2 million 847,887 2 million 847,887

Girls 1.1 million 520,000 138,311 520,000 138,311

Boys 1.1 million 500,000 132,777 500,000 132,777

Women 1.1 million 500,000 294,112 500,000 294,112

Men 1 million 480,000 282,687 480,000 282,687

People in targeted drought-affected
counties benefited from WASH NFI.  

Total 4.4 million 2 million 656,935 2 million 630,470

Women 2.2 million 1 million 335,037 1 million 321,546

Men 2.1 million 973,941 321,898 973,941 308,924

Social protection

People in targeted drought affected counties Total 4.4 million 32,148 19,375 - -

1% 0%

1% 0%

2% 2%

2% 2%

2% 2%

2% 2%

2% 2%

1% 1%

3% 1%

3% 1%

34% -



ANNEX B FUNDING STATUS

Funding available Funding gap

Sector Requirements26
Humanitarian

resources received
in 2022

Other
resources

used in 2022

Resources
available from

2021 (carry over)

Funding gap
(US$)

Funding
gap (%)

Nutrition 34,526,513 36,048,451 - 1,500,347 -3,022,285 0%

Health 23,176,230 1,869,717 297,207 350,150 20,659,156 89%

Water, sanitation
and hygiene 35,200,000 1,725,730 1,613,000 1,014,360 30,846,910 88%

Child protection,
GBViE and PSEA 9,363,514 1,228,436 706,777 249,100 7,179,201 77%

Education 15,600,000 2,285,527 2,183,797 - 11,130,676 71%

Social protection27 6,000,000 772,222 970,000 - 4,257,778 71%

HIV and AIDS 638,085 - 65,000 - 573,085 90%

Cross-sectoral (HCT,
SBC, RCCE and
AAP)28

2,468,000 108,584 - - 2,359,416 96%

Total 126,972,342 44,038,667 5,835,781 3,113,957 73,983,937 58%

*repurposed other resources with agreement from donors

Who to contact for further information:
Shaheen Nilofer
Representative
T +254 20 762 2137
snilofer@unicef.org

Jean Lokenga
Deputy Representative, Programmes
T +254 20 762 2137
jlokenga@unicef.org

Dominic Stolarow
Chief Field Operations & Emergency
T +254 70 596 4402
dstolarow@unicef.org



ENDNOTES
1. NDMA National Drought Early Warning Bulletin, January 2023
2. Kenya - Flash Appeal Revision (Oct 21 - Dec 22)
3. National Drought Management Authority, Long Rains Assessment (LRA) August 2021 report
4. Kenya Humanitarian Action for Children 2022
5. Humanitarian Action for Children 2022
6. Kenya - Flash Appeal Revision (Oct 21 - Dec 22)
7. National Drought Management Authority, Long Rains Assessment (LRA) July 2022 report
8. Kenya - Flash Appeal Revision Oct 21 - Dec 22
9. National Drought Management Authority, Kenya Long Rain Assessment, July 2022 report
10. UNHCR Refugee Population Statistics, 31st December 2022
11. National Drought Management Authority, National Drought Early Warning Bulletin, January 2023
12. Kenya - Flash Appeal Revised Oct - Dec 2022
13. National Drought Management Authority, Long Rains Assessment (LRA) August 2021 report
14. Kenya Humanitarian Action for Children 2022
15. National Drought Management Authority, Long Rains Assessment (LRA) July 2022 report
16. National Drought Management Authority, Kenya Short Rains Assessment, February 2022
17. Kenya - Flash Appeal Revision (Oct 21 to Dec 22)
18. District Health Information Management System (DHIS) II
19. Amoxicillin Capsules, 500 mg; Amoxicillin Dispersible tablets; Chlorhexidine gel 7.1%; Gentamicin Injection; Magnesium Sulphate
Injection; Metronidazole Tablet, 400mg; ORS & Zinc sulphate (Co-Pack); Oxytocin Injection 101.U; Paracetamol Syrup/Suspension;
Pregnancy Test Kit; Sodium Chloride, 0.9% (isotonic) and Tetracycline Eye Ointment
20. National Drought Management Authority, Long Rains Assessment (LRA) July 2022 report
21. Ministry of Health Kenya Cholera Outbreak Sitrep#005- 18 January 2023
22. IFRC Kenya: Floods - DREF Operation n° MDRKE047 - Final Report
23. UNHCR's Drought response in Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia, 30 November 2022
24. The leading communications company in Kenya with the widest Network coverage
25. The 5W Process (Who's doing What, Where, When and for Whom) - data collection for a coordinated and effective response
26. The funding requirement was changed due a) an increment of targeted beneficiaries and b) gravity of the drought situation in the last
months in the context of L3 operations.
27. Despite a slight reduction in the social protection target, the social protection budget increased compared to the previous appeal due to a
change on the implementation approach recommended by the Cash Working Group: the monthly cash transfer per household increased
from 5,000 to 9,260 KES and the duration of the intervention from 3 to 6 months.
28. The cross-sectoral budget line increased by 65 per cent compared to the previous appeal, because it now includes the costs
for technical assistance to support the rollout of accountability to affected populations and prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse at
community level, as well as emergency coordination, in line with the L3 activation.


