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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

 
In the midst of the current cyclonic season, the passage of Cyclone Ian aggravates the country's already complex 
economic situation and the epidemiological context due to the high incidence of dengue and the permanence of COVID-
19. Preliminary reports mention serious damages to infrastructure, including housing, schools, health facilities and other 
services. Accurate data is still not available as Cuban authorities will be assessing today the impact of the hurricane. 
 
The context could be aggravated by the current political situation characterized by growing demonstrations and 
discontent that could lead to social instability and greater deterioration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights 
On 26 th September Cuban Civil Defense declared a cyclonic alert phase 
for 6 western territories (Pinar del Río, Artemisa, Mayabeque, Havana, 
Matanzas, Cienfuegos, and the special municipality of Isla de la 
Juventud) and an information phase for the central ones (Villa Clara, 
Sancti Spíritus, Ciego of Ávila).  
 
In the early hours of September 27th of 2022, hurricane Ian, category 3 
made landfall at Pinar del Río province through La Coloma with 
maximum sustained winds of 205km/h with higher gusts. 
 
Strong impacts due to winds, rainfall and storm surges directly affected 
the special municipality of Isla de la Juventud and the Provinces of Pinar 
del Río and Artemisa, causing great damages to infrastructure, housing, 
and agriculture according to preliminary reports.  
 
The situation has been aggravated by the collapse of the national 
electric system resulting in 100% electricity cut in Cuba for more than 24 
hours without any announcement of prompt restoration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data including Pinar del Río, 
Artemisa, Isla de la Juventud 
and Havana 
 

636, 218 
children from 0 to 18 years old not attending 
schools in the most affected areas  
 

3,303, 521  
people affected in cyclone alarm  
 

2, 271 schools and 475 daily care 

centers 

 

+50,000  

people evacuated to schools, state shelters 
and family and neighbour’s home 
 

2 casualties (no children reported) 

 
 

 

• Most significant/biggest UNICEF results; use % as well as #, 
e.g., 300,000 (10%) children reached with…. 

• Biggest bottlenecks/challenges to the response 

• If relevant and data available, translate funding gap into 
implications; i.e. what you will not be able to do and what 
it means for services, results, children or inefficiencies 

• Should reflect major changes since the last SitRep 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

28 September 2022 



Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
• The government of the Republic of Cuba is leading the response to the Emergency through 

The Civil Defense.  At the moment, it has not requested international support, although specific requests are 
expected in the course of the next few days. 

• The CO keeps track of the country's situation. It has taken the corresponding measures for the physical 

protection of its premises and its equipment and has shared protection recommendations with all the staff. 

• UNETE remains activated and contact is maintained with national authorities for the coordination of a possible 

response. 

• UNICEF is leading sectoral response in WASH and Education. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
The CO is working with Cuban authorities and the UNS through UNETE to identify priority needs as well as the 
intervention plan. Up to this moment 5 clusters have been activated: Wash, food security, health, education, house and 
recovery. 
 

CO’s response: 

Prepositioned material that will be delivered in coordination with the government: 

Education: 

- 6,000 m2 roof waterproofing blankets  

- 140 kits with school material for 5,600 girls and boys from 6 to 18 years old. 

- 154 recreational recreation kits for 13,860 girls and boys from 6 to 18 years old.  

- 38 Early Childhood (EC) Kits for 1,900 girls from 1 to 5 years old.  

- 1,500 10 liter tanks for water storage in education centers including homes for girls and boys without family 

support. 

The CO is also currently in the procurement process to purchase additional 6,000 m2 roof waterproofing blankets and 

additional 46 kit EC kits started to benefit 2,300 girls and boys from 1 to 5 years old). 

 

WASH:  

- 12,755 10-liter tanks for water storage that will benefit 6,376 families and 478 kits that, if necessary, will 

guarantee basic hygiene conditions to 2,390 families 

 

Media and External Communication  
The CO is monitoring all digital and traditional media outlets to ensure proper images and information about the 

situation of the most affected areas. It has also contacted field photographers to obtain images about the impact on 

families and children due to the hurricane. The CO has promoted messages to encourage families and the public to 

take preventive and protection measures prior to the hurricane and to provide them with psycho-emotional resources. 

The CO has also prepared key messages, draft statements and press releases to be used if necessary. 

 

Partners: 
Cuban government, National Civil Defense, UNS Agencies. 
 
Next SitRep: 29/09/2022 
 
UNICEF Cuba website: https://www.unicef.org/cuba/en 
UNICEF Cuba Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064600575046 

UNICEF Cuba twitter: https://twitter.com/UNICEFCuba 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Dagoberto Ribera 
Program Coordinator 
Cuba 
Tel: 52802350 
Email: drivera@unicef.org 
 
 

Alejandra Trossero 
Representative 
Cuba 
Tel: +507 6611-8097/ +53 5 2805643 
Email: atrossero@unicef.org 
 

Tania Munoz 
Communication Officer 
Cuba 
Tel: 54062414 
Email: tmunoz@unicef.org 
 
 

https://www.unicef.org/cuba/en
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064600575046
https://twitter.com/UNICEFCuba


 
Links media: 
 
Cuba tras el paso de Ian 
El huracán ‘Ian’ deja dos muertos y un apagón total en Cuba 
Cuba restablece parcialmente la energía tras paso de ciclón 
El paso por Cuba del huracán Ian: devastación y desastre 
La Habana un día después del paso del huracán Ian por la Isla 
Cuba without electricity after hurricane hammers power grid 
Cuba suffers total electrical outage as Hurricane Ian roars through 
Cuba entirely without power after Hurricane Ian causes grid to collapse 
Hurricane Ian strikes Cuba, Florida braces for winds, floods 
 
 
Preparados ante impacto de huracán Ian en Pinar del Río - Periódico Guerrillero 
Adoptan medidas para enfrentar inminente paso de Ian por Pinar del Río - Periódico Guerrillero 
https://www.granma.cu/cuba/2022-09-27/en-vivo-el-paso-del-huracan-ian-por-cuba 
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-25/suspenden-actividades-academicas-en-la-uh-debido-a-tormenta-
tropical-ian 
https://www.telepinar.cu/cobertura-pinar-del-rio-tormenta-tropical-ian/ 
http://artemisadiario.cu/2022/09/se-acerca-ian-y-artemisa-esta-alerta/ 
http://www.periodicovictoria.cu/pineros-adoptan-medidas-para-enfrentar-tormenta-tropical-ian/ 
https://www.prensa-latina.cu/2022/09/27/vientos-de-ian-impactan-naturaleza-e-infraestructura-de-cuba 
 
https://www.juventudrebelde.cu/cuba/2022-09-27/ian-sobre-la-costa-norte-de-pinar-del-rio 
http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2022/09/27/minuto-a-minuto-cuba-ante-el-paso-de-ian-ii/ 
https://www.telepinar.cu/cobertura-pinar-del-rio-tormenta-tropical-ian/ 
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-26/las-lluvias-asociadas-a-ian-en-el-caso-de-la-capital-mas-que-un-peligro-
pueden-representar-un-beneficio 
https://www.juventudrebelde.cu/cuba/2022-09-27/occidente-y-centro-adoptaron-medidas-ante-impacto-de-ciclon-tropical 
http://artemisadiario.cu/2022/09/minuto-a-minuto-huracan-ian-en-artemisa/ 
https://www.telepinar.cu/cobertura-pinar-del-rio-tormenta-tropical-ian/ 
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-26/se-alista-la-habana-para-enfrentar-al-huracan-ian 
Huracán Ian alcanza categoría dos, con embates sobre Cuba (prensa-latina.cu) 
En vivo: Ian avanza como huracán categoría 2 hacia occidente de Cuba › Cuba › Granma - Órgano oficial del PCC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2022/09/28/cuba-tras-el-paso-de-ian/
https://elpais.com/internacional/2022-09-28/apagon-total-en-cuba-tras-el-paso-del-huracan-ian.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2022-09-28/cuba-restaura-parte-de-electricidad-tras-impacto-de-huracan
https://www.infobae.com/america/eeuu/2022/09/27/el-paso-por-cuba-del-huracan-ian-devastacion-y-desastre/
https://oncubanews.com/cuba/la-habana-un-dia-despues-del-paso-del-huracan-ian-por-la-isla/
https://apnews.com/article/hurricanes-cuba-caribbean-hurricane-ian-080599db41b3e492d41e55046cb13c23
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/09/27/cuba-electrical-outage-hurricane-ian-damage/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/hurricane-ian-makes-landfall-over-western-cuba-nhc-says-2022-09-27/
https://apnews.com/article/hurricanes-nfl-sports-cuba-storms-7975f44228a6d44a86cb945e856240d8
http://www.guerrillero.cu/pinar-del-rio-se-prepara-ante-impacto-de-huracan-ian/
http://www.guerrillero.cu/adoptan-medidas-para-enfrentar-inminente-paso-de-ian-por-pinar-del-rio/
https://www.granma.cu/cuba/2022-09-27/en-vivo-el-paso-del-huracan-ian-por-cuba
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-25/suspenden-actividades-academicas-en-la-uh-debido-a-tormenta-tropical-ian
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-25/suspenden-actividades-academicas-en-la-uh-debido-a-tormenta-tropical-ian
https://www.telepinar.cu/cobertura-pinar-del-rio-tormenta-tropical-ian/
http://artemisadiario.cu/2022/09/se-acerca-ian-y-artemisa-esta-alerta/
http://www.periodicovictoria.cu/pineros-adoptan-medidas-para-enfrentar-tormenta-tropical-ian/
https://www.prensa-latina.cu/2022/09/27/vientos-de-ian-impactan-naturaleza-e-infraestructura-de-cuba
https://www.juventudrebelde.cu/cuba/2022-09-27/ian-sobre-la-costa-norte-de-pinar-del-rio
http://www.cubadebate.cu/noticias/2022/09/27/minuto-a-minuto-cuba-ante-el-paso-de-ian-ii/
https://www.telepinar.cu/cobertura-pinar-del-rio-tormenta-tropical-ian/
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-26/las-lluvias-asociadas-a-ian-en-el-caso-de-la-capital-mas-que-un-peligro-pueden-representar-un-beneficio
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-26/las-lluvias-asociadas-a-ian-en-el-caso-de-la-capital-mas-que-un-peligro-pueden-representar-un-beneficio
https://www.juventudrebelde.cu/cuba/2022-09-27/occidente-y-centro-adoptaron-medidas-ante-impacto-de-ciclon-tropical
http://artemisadiario.cu/2022/09/minuto-a-minuto-huracan-ian-en-artemisa/
https://www.telepinar.cu/cobertura-pinar-del-rio-tormenta-tropical-ian/
http://www.tribuna.cu/capitalinas/2022-09-26/se-alista-la-habana-para-enfrentar-al-huracan-ian
https://www.prensa-latina.cu/2022/09/26/huracan-ian-alcanza-categoria-dos-con-embates-sobre-cuba
https://www.granma.cu/cuba/2022-09-26/en-vivo-ian-se-convierte-en-huracan-y-avanza-hacia-occidente-de-cuba

