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Africa to drastically accelerate progress on water, 

sanitation and hygiene – report 
 

If current progress trends continue, very few African Union member states 
may achieve universal access to safely managed drinking water, safely 

managed sanitation or basic hygiene services by 2030 
 
DAKAR, 22 March 2022 – Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 

targets on water, sanitation and hygiene in Africa will require a dramatic 
acceleration in the current rates of progress, according to a UNICEF/WHO special 

report focused on Africa, launched today at the World Water Forum in Dakar, 
Senegal. This special report calls for urgent action to be taken on a continent where 

water scarcity and weak sanitation and hygiene services can threaten peace and 
development. 

 
Between 2000 and 2020, Africa’s population increased from 800 million to 1.3 billion 

people. About 500 million people gained access to basic drinking water and 290 
million to basic sanitation services, according to a report of the WHO/UNICEF Joint 

Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP), launched 
today during a session of the World Water Forum hosted by the African Ministers’ 

Council on Water (AMCOW) with UNICEF.  
 

On the continent, however, 418 million people still lack even a basic level of drinking 
water service, 779 million lack basic sanitation services (including 208 million who 

still practice open defecation) and 839 million still lack basic hygiene services.  
 

Achieving the SDG targets in Africa will require a 12-fold increase in current rates of 
progress on safely managed drinking water, a 20-fold increase for safely managed 
sanitation and a 42-fold increase for basic hygiene services, according to the report.  

 
“Equitable access to drinking water, sanitation and hygiene is not only the 

foundation of health and development for children and communities. Water is life, 
water is development, water is peace”, said Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNICEF Regional 

Director for West and Central Africa. “In a time when water scarcity fuels conflicts 
and water points are targeted, UNICEF calls for urgent actions. We need water, 

sanitation and hygiene in schools, especially for girls who may miss school because 
there are no toilets or because they have to fetch water. Women and children need 

a safe access to water. As climate change puts additional pressure on resources, we 
need climate risk-sensitive and resilient water, sanitation and hygiene services for 

children and their communities. And we need it now”. 
 



 

Significant inequalities persist within countries including between urban and rural, 

between sub-national regions and between the richest and the poorest. In urban 
areas, 2 out of 5 people lack safely managed drinking water, 2 out of 3 people lack 

safely managed sanitation, and half the population lacks basic hygiene services. In 
rural areas, 4 out of 5 people lack safely managed drinking water, 3 out of 4 people 

lack safely managed sanitation, and 7 out of 10 lack basic hygiene services.  
 

Worldwide, UNICEF works in over 100 countries to help provide access to safe 
water and reliable sanitation, and to promote basic hygiene practices in rural and 

urban areas, including in emergency situations. We achieve better water, sanitation 
and hygiene results for children by working directly with schools and healthcare 

facilities to improve access to these services, providing life-saving support in 
humanitarian settings. The creativity and commitment of community members 

supported as agents of change can inspire climate-related collective action, rallying 
around “nothing about us without us” where community members and government 

leaders identifying solutions to the challenges they face.  
 

Hosted for the first time in sub-Saharan Africa on 21-26 March 2022 by Macky Sall, 
the President of Senegal and Chairperson of the African Union, with the support of 

many partners including UNICEF, the 9th World Water Forum on “Water security for 
peace and development” aims to provide a unique platform for the water 
community and decision-makers to find solutions to increase access to water and 

sanitation across the African continent by 2030.  
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About UNICEF  
UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places to reach the world’s most 

disadvantaged children. Across more than 190 countries and territories, for 75 
years, we have worked for every child, everywhere, to build a better world for 

everyone. 
 

Follow UNICEF Africa on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram  
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