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UNICEF Education Specialist, Mr Munamuzunga Siakulu, explains to Minister of Education about UNICEF support to the 
flood’s response during her visit to one of the affected schools in Chikwawa. © UNICEF Malawi March 2022 

 
 
Highlights  
 
On 26 February 2022, the UN launched a Flash Appeal calling for 
US$ 29.4 million for humanitarian partners to target close to 542,000 
people with lifesaving and life-sustaining humanitarian assistance, 
protection as well as livelihood support to recover from their losses and 
rebuild their resilience.  
 
Since the beginning of the rainy season in November 2021, as of 28 
February 2022, approximately 12,000 households have been affected by 
floods that are unrelated to tropical storm Ana, increasing the humanitarian 
needs in the country.  
 
On 2 March 2022, Malawi confirmed the first case of cholera in the current 
cholera season (November 2021-October 2022) at Machinga District 
hospital, further compounding the situation.  
 
UNICEF is requesting US$ 8 million to meet the immediate and medium-
term needs of children and women throughout the affected areas for the 
coming three months. So far, (US$ 890,000) 11 per cent of the required fund 
has been secured from the central emergency response funds (CERF). 
Additional predictable, flexible, and timely donor support is critical to scale 
up the much-needed response activities and prevent further deterioration of 
the situation in Malawi. 
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Malawi Floods - Humanitarian Situation report – 1 March 2022  

Floods – Humanitarian Situation in 
numbers as 1 March 2022 
 
Approximately 221,127 households 
(995,072 people) affected by tropical 
storm Ana induced floods and storms  
 
Over 32,935 households (close to 
190,429 people) displaced by tropical 
storm Ana induced floods and storms 
 
46 deaths caused by tropical storm Ana 
induced floods and storms 
 
 
11,783 households affected by  
other flooding events (not related to by 
tropical storm Ana) 
  
 
Source: MALAWI moderate tropical storm 
ANA snapshot-2, Department of Disaster 
Management Affairs ,10 February 2022 
and Salima floods preliminary report  

https://reliefweb.int/report/malawi/malawi-flash-appeal-tropical-storm-ana-february-2022-may-2022
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Situation Overview  

The humanitarian situation is Malawi is currently characterized by a combined effect of floods, COVID-19, and an 
outbreak of wild poliovirus.  In 16 districts and two cities approximately one million people were impacted by Tropical 
Storm Ana. Of these, 190,429 were displaced and sought shelter in IDP sites and continue to face critical humanitarian 
needs. In addition, since the beginning of the rainy season in November 2021, as of 28 February 2022, close to 12,000 
households have been affected by floods that are unrelated to tropical storm Ana. This has increased the humanitarian 
needs.  
 
Overcrowded living conditions at Internally Displaced Person (IDP) sites have increased the risks of transmission of 
COVID-19 and other diseases including cholera. COVID-19 testing and data management is at its lowest in flood-
affected districts. UNICEF is seeking more resources to overcome these challenges. 
 
On 17 February, the President of Malawi declared a public health emergency after a case of wild poliovirus was 
discovered in Lilongwe. UNICEF has since supported the Ministry of Health with establishing an Outbreak Response 
Emergency Operation Center. UNICEF, WHO, and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) are conducting risk 
assessments, social mapping, social behavioural change communication, vaccine management, and supporting 
supplementary immunisation efforts. A nationwide vaccination campaign will commence on 21 March 2022, targeting 
children under five years old who will receive four doses of the oral polio vaccine. 
 
Worse still, on 2 March 2022, Malawi confirmed the first case of cholera in the current cholera season (November 2021-
October 2022) at Machinga District Hospital. The last ever case of cholera in Machinga was in the period of October to 
December 2016. While Machinga district, where the case was reported to a hospital, was covered in the 2016 and 2021 
Oral Cholera Vaccine (OVC) campaigns, Balaka was not covered. UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Health to 
investigate the status of the two districts regarding the availability of supplies and undertake further investigations on 
the contacts of the identified case.  
 
UNICEF and partners are scaling up their response across all sectors to meet the rapidly growing needs of the displaced 
families and the host communities using an integrated approach to prevent the current triple emergency of COVID-19, 
floods, and polio from having a devastating impact on the wellbeing and survival of children.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

The multiple burdens of floods, COVID-19 and the polio outbreak and cholera require an immediate response to prevent 
the current emergency from having a severe further impact on the wellbeing of children. UNICEF is providing immediate 
lifesaving and life-sustaining assistance to populations affected by the flooding, while also investing in resilience-building 
interventions. Support is focusing on the four worst-affected districts of Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe and Mulanje.  
UNICEF is delivering the services through a multi-sectoral response in child protection, education, health, nutrition, 
social protection, and WASH, supported by communication for development community engagement activities.  

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

The Government of Malawi is leading the humanitarian response, through the Department of Disaster Management 
Affairs (DoDMA), with support from humanitarian partners, including NGOs, the UN and donor agencies. UNICEF 
actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team and the inter-cluster coordination forum, which leads to cross-
sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. UNICEF is the co-lead agency for the Child Protection, 
Education, Nutrition, and WASH clusters, while also playing a key role in the Health cluster. 
 
The Government of Malawi has developed a four-month response plan, and launched a US $29.4 appeal, targeting 
542,000 people hardest hit by the floods and in urgent need of life-saving humanitarian assistance and protection. The 
Flash Appeal complements the ongoing and planned interventions by the Government and other actors to respond to 
the humanitarian situation. UNICEF is participating in the appeal.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  

 
Health 
 
UNICEF has provided PPEs (personal protective equipment) to health facilities in affected communities and will provide 
more supplies along with mobile health teams to assist with essential health services to prevent COVID-19 and cholera. 
Risk communication teams are also on the ground to enhance COVID-19 prevention messages. 

 
WASH 
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No update  

 
Education 
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF delivered nine school-in-a box kits, six recreation kits and 10 movable chalkboards 

to three schools in Chikwawa. This will enable 4,034 learners (girls: 2,110) to continue learning after the floods. More 

than 109,000 learners (approximately 55,000 girls) and their teachers in 70 schools have benefited from the education 

emergency support provided by UNICEF. There is a need to further strengthen education cluster information 

management. Additional funding will assist UNICEF to support the Ministry of Education to expand emergency support 

to schools in other affected districts.  

 
Child protection 
 
No update 

 
Nutrition 
 
UNICEF is supporting risk communication activities including the broadcast of radio jingles and radio drama series 

across national and community radio stations to promote health-seeking behaviour and improved nutrition. Through a 

popular radio series, UNICEF is supporting the broadcasting of life-saving nutrition information for people affected by 

the tropical storm to promote good nutrition practices for adolescents, pregnant and lactating women, and children under 

five.  

 

Through reprogramming of thematic funds, UNICEF has supported nutrition screening of 17,609 children. As a result, 

565 children who showed signs of wasting were admitted to treatment programmes. Additional funding is needed 

urgently to enable UNICEF to scale up the screening efforts and other nutrition interventions including promotion of 

infant young child feeding (IYCF) practices in IDP sites and affected communities.   

 
Community Engagement for Behaviour and Social Change 
 
UNICEF partner - Creative Centre for Community Mobilization (CRECCOM) facilitated awareness campaigns focusing 
on Vitamin A supplementation as well as cholera and other water-borne disease prevention in 14 camps in Mwanza, 
Chikwawa and Nsanje districts. CRECCOM engaged with male champions, faith leaders and traditional leaders to 
promote health dialogues on issues surrounding male support to maternal, newborn and child health, gender-based 
violence prevention as well as case management of GBV survivors. So far 1,600 affected people have benefited from 
the behaviour change interventions. Efforts are underway to scale up through an upcoming partnership with The Story 
Workshop.  

 
Social policy 
 
No update 
 

Human Interest Stories and External Media 

UNICEF published a newsletter highlighting the situation of women and children in the flood-affected areas, and the 

additional support required. This was disseminated to development partners and the media. 

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=c2a11717150e60b4a8894fe11&id=d6fd25330f 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF is requesting US$8 million to meet the immediate and medium-term needs of children and women throughout 
the affected areas for the coming three months. So far UNICEF has received US$ 890,000 (11 per cent) from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF).  Additional predictable, flexible, and timely donor support is critical to scale up the 

much-needed response activities and prevent further deterioration of the situation in Malawi. 

 

Next SitRep: 11 March 2022 

  

https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=c2a11717150e60b4a8894fe11&id=d6fd25330f
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Annex A: Summary of Programme Results 

Sector Sector Population 
in need 

Cluster 
Target 

Cluster 
results 

UNICEF 
target 

UNICEF 
results 

Health 
 

Children 0-59 months are reached 
during vaccination campaigns 
conducted to reduce risk of 
epidemic-prone outbreaks. 

170,227   

 

153,000 0 

 
Women, adolescent girls and 
newborns safely and equitably 
access quality life-saving and high-
impact maternal and neonatal 
health services" 

106,250   

 

57,000 0 

 

 
WASH* 

 
# of people in camps and affected 
communities accessing safe water 
supply of acceptable quality and 
quantity  

731,996 300,000 100,000 250,000 100,000 

 

 
# of people in camps and affected 
communities that have access to 
safe sanitation facilities  

650,000 270,000 500 135,000 500  

# of people reached with hygiene 
promotion messages  

731,996 731,996 0 350,000 0 
 

 
Community engagement for behavior and social change  
 

# of people affected and at risk 
reached with behavior change or 
health saving messages 

731,996   

 

730,000 1,600  

# of people participating in 
engagement actions for social and 
behavioral change 

500,000   
 

500,000 0  

# of vulnerable people actively 
providing suggestions, complaints, 
and feedback 

300,000   
 

300,000 0  

Nutrition*  

  
  

# of children 6-59 months screened 
for acute malnutrition  

170,227 142,805 24,971 105,000 24,971  

# of children 6-59 months with SAM 
admitted for treatment 

3500 3,500 682 3,500 682  

# of primary caregivers of children 
aged 0 to 23 months receiving IYCF 
counselling 

43188 41,112 0 41,000 0  

Child Protection  

 # people reached through CP/GBV 
community awareness activities to 
promote access to services to 
respond to incidents of CP/GBV 

              
993,149  

700,000 

 

300,000 10,300  

# women, girls, and boys accessing 
CP/GBV risk mitigation, prevention, 
or response interventions 

              
699,808  

40,000 
 

20,000 92  

# UNICEF-targeted (i) girls and 
boys; and (ii) parents and primary 
caregivers in humanitarian 
situations provided with community-
based mental health and 
psychosocial support, including 
access to child friendly spaces with 
intersectoral programming 
interventions 

              
699,808  

50,000 

 

20,000 4,600  

Education  
 

# children receiving individual 
learning materials   

398,908 255,494  112,000 199,000  109,683 
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# teachers, members of parent 
teacher-association and school 
management committee trained on 
emergencies in education 

578 578 210 210 0 

 

Social Protection  
 

# people benefit from continuity of 
essential services and 
humanitarian assistance 

598,851   
 

598,000 0  

# households benefitting from new 
or additional social assistance 
measures to respond to the floods 
with UNICEF support 

310,000   

 

310,000 0  

# households benefitting from new 
or additional social assistance 
measures to respond to the floods 
have access to Grievance & 
Redress Mechanisms with UNICEF 
support 

221,127   

 

220,000 0  

# households benefitting from new 
or additional social assistance 
measures to respond to the floods 
have access to Grievance & 
Redress Mechanisms with UNICEF 
support 

221,127   

 

220,000 0  

 
*Data on the support by other WASH, nutrition and protection cluster partners is being compiled and will be included in subsequent reports   

 

 
ANNEX B: Malawi humanitarian funding status by sector 22 February 2022 

Sector   Requirements   Funds available  GAP 

    
 Humanitarian 

resources 
received  

 Other 
resources 

used   
 US$   %  

Health           3,500,000  
               

240,300  
                         

-    
              

3,259,700  
93% 

WASH           1,250,000  
               

498,400  
                         

-    
                 

751,600  
60% 

Community engagement for SBC              160,000  
                        

-    
                         

-    
                 

160,000  
100% 

Education               700,000  
                        

-    
                         

-    
                 

700,000  
100% 

Social Protection               300,000  
                        

-    
                         

-    
                 

300,000  
100% 

Nutrition           1,300,000  
                        

-    
                

100,000*  
              

1,200,000  
92% 

Child Protection              700,000  
               

151,300  
                         

-    
                 

548,700  
78% 

Coordination                 90,000  
                        

-    
                         

-    
                   

90,000  
100% 

 Total   8,000,000  890,000  100,000  7,010,000  88% 

* Reprogramming of regular programme funds  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Rudolf Schwenk  

Representative, Malawi 

E-mail: rschwenk@unicef.org 

Matteo Frontini 

Community Development and 

Resilience Chief of Section 

E-mail: mfrontini@unicef.org 

 

Shorai Christina Ng’ambi  

Chief of Communications a.i.  

E-mail: snyambalo@unicef.org 
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