
Update on the context and situation of children
Through 2021, the economic situation in the Gulf has improved considerably (due to higher oil prices 
and speed of vaccine roll-out), while the rest of the Middle East and North Africa region experienced a 
very significant deterioration in both current account balances and debt levels. Moving forward, the 
IMF expects a current account surplus of US$62.5 billion for the Gulf states by 2022 (3.8% of the 
Gulf’s GDP), up from a deficit of US$17.7 billion in 2019 (-1.3% of GDP)[1]. 
 
While experiencing early and very high infection rates, the Gulf states have mitigated the economic 
and social impacts of the pandemic much more successfully than other countries in the region. 
Strikingly, three out of the top ten most vaccinated countries in the world were located amongst the 
Gulf states in November 2021 (the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar, and Bahrain). Government 
economic and livelihood support packages to industries, financial services, private sector, and 
individuals were huge and estimated at: The Kingdom of Bahrain $11.3 billion, Kuwait at $1.6 billion, 
UAE $70 billion, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) $61 billion[2]. Qatar was somewhat 
insulated given its co-dependence on liquefied natural gas. 
The economic shock has accelerated efforts to diversify oil dependent economies and has led to wide-
ranging changes to government spending priorities; the introduction of large-scale stimulus packages 
and increasing proportion of national spending directed towards economic stimulus and recovery 
investments. These measures are likely to determine government priorities and budgets in the medium 
to long term with significant impacts on social sector budgets. 
Evidence [3],[4],[5]has shown the impact the Covid-19 pandemic had on the wellbeing of children and 
adolescents in the Gulf states. The pandemic increased social inequality as children from low-income 
families have likely experienced greater health risks, more social problems and even violence at home 
due to family financial pressures, a similar experience to other countries in the world. Prolonged 
school closures, combined with inequitable access to remote learning for some children, including the 
most vulnerable, have had a devastating impact on students' learning, health and well-being. 
Additionally, a number of Early Childhood Development (ECD) issues became more prominent. For 
example, with closure of health facilities, regular health checkups and routine health interventions for 
youngest children, like vaccination and visits to pediatricians decreased. Anecdotal evidence indicates 
increased signs of emotional distress and behavioral problems among all children and adolescents. 
The poorest and most marginalised groups (particularly women, youth, refugees, and migrants) have 
been severely hit by lockdowns, workplace closures, and the unprecedented contraction in economic 
activity that has occurred over the last 18 months. Youth unemployment is a major problem in the Gulf 
States and the pandemic has exacerbated these problems of citizen unemployment as well as the 
marginalization of youth.  Citizen youth are facing a generational decline in public-sector job 
opportunities. Migrant workers[6] make up more than half of the total labour force in the Gulf states 
and perform most work in sectors such as construction, domestic work, agriculture and food 
production, retail, health, and transport. With residency rights and access to services tied to 
employment contracts, hundreds of thousands of migrant workers and their families were affected by 
the pandemic and many were forced to return home during the first few months of the pandemic as 
business closures and lockdowns spread throughout the Gulf. 
 
In their response to the Covid-19 pandemic, governments priorities were significantly influenced and 
had wide ranging impacts on provided services. The immediate priority of all governments was to 
address the immediate health impacts and introduce crisis response measures. This had residual 
impacts on all government departments and planned delivery of services including an urgent need to 
shift programmatic delivery to on-line and remote provision. Governments developed multi-sectoral 
resilient and adaptable support systems to support families and children through (i) public investments 
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to boost economic recovery (ii) continued access to education, for instance, through better internet 
access including provision of digital tools, development of online learning platforms and training of 
teachers  to teach remotely, (iii) build back better by bolstering the capacity of vulnerable groups and 
deepening social protection reforms for greater equality and inclusion. These programmes and policies 
have contributed to lessening the impact of COVID-19 on the wellbeing of children.
 
Positively, the pandemic reaffirmed the relevance and importance of UNICEF’s priority programme 
areas allowing the government, with UNICEF support, to increase attention to the needs of children 
and their caregivers and pivot responses in ECD, violence against children, data and evidence and 
education/learning to support urgent government needs and emergency responses in critical areas.  
The pandemic also highlighted UNICEF’s agility to support new government priorities like the switch 
to remote education provision. Similarly, the UNICEF Gulf Area Office (GAO) harnessed 
opportunities created by the pandemic to advocate with governments to prioritise the needs of children, 
adolescents and young people, their families, education, and social service provision- especially for the 
most vulnerable. 
The UNICEF GAO annual report 2021 presents UNICEF’s efforts and contributions in KSA, UAE, 
Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain in advancing early childhood development, child protection, social policy 
and evidence and data for children while strengthening partnerships and alliances with Gulf based 
actors in support of children around the world, especially the most vulnerable and those affected by 
humanitarian crisis. 

[1] Adapted from UNICEF internal briefing report: “Mapping Economic and Political Trends in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council”, Adam Hanieh, November 2021. 
[2] World Bank 2021, Economic Outlook
[3]Impact of COVID-19 and lockdown on mental health of children and adolescents: A narrative 
review with recommendations, 2020 August 24, Krittika Sinha et al
[4] Priorities for the child public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic recovery in England, 13 
November 2020, Catherine Hefferon et al
[5]Impact of COVID-19 on Early Childhood in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Qualitative research 
study among Key Informants, Anna-Leena Lohiniva & Faris Algahtani, June 2021
[6] World Bank 2021, Migration and Development Brief 34.

Major contributions and drivers of results
Early Childhood Development
In 2021, UNICEF GAO continued its support to the Gulf countries by supporting governments’ policy 
efforts, institutional capacity building, setting standards and promoting knowledge of caregivers.
 
Through UNICEF’s advocacy and participation in national policy dialogue relating to children, 
UNICEF contributed to the development of the National Family Strategy in KSA (including a policy 
on ECD and Bahrain’s Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Strategy which was adopted in 
2019 and is being operationalized. Similarly, in Kuwait, UNICEF has been requested by the 
government to support the development of one holistic ECD Strategy for the country. In Qatar, 
together with the Ministry of Health, UNICEF is supporting the adoption, contextualization and roll 
out of the global Nurturing Care Framework as the most practical entry point to raise awareness and 
capacities on ECD. 
 
As it relates to improving services for young children, technical support was provided to develop 
standardized training packages and train ECD font-line workers on remote and safe working 
practices. In UAE, in partnership with the MOH, UNICEF provided technical expertise to develop the 
multisectoral “first 1,000 days” training package with an objective to institute it by MOH for service 
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providers servicing over 2 million children per year. Similarly, in Qatar, UNICEF worked with the 
Ministry of Administrative Development Labor and Social Affairs to strengthen the capacity of 
frontline ECD workers to better support families and children during COVID-19 pandemic by training 
them on the ECD Care for Child Development Package jointly with UNICEF Middle East and North 
Africa Regional Office. This training has reached 75 % of the total number of licensed nurseries in 
Qatar. In KSA, a similar dialogue is ongoing with the Family Affairs Council to develop a set of 
certified ECD training courses and offered through academia. 
 
To promote positive nurturing care practices by families and caregivers, UNICEF supported the 
Governments of KSA, Qatar, Kuwait and UAE in the design and implementation of a series of national 
campaigns. In Qatar, UNICEF supported Qatar Charity and the Government of Qatar to design and 
implement national campaigns, reaching over one million families. In Kuwait, and together with 
multiple governmental partners and the World Health Organization (WHO), two national campaigns 
were launched promoting “Healthy Diets for Children” and vaccination – with components related to 
routine immunization of younger children and COVID vaccination. The campaigns reached over 3 
million people, in 5 languages. Similarly, in KSA, UNICEF supported the Family Affairs Council 
(FAC) in the development of an 8- week ECD campaign that reached 1 million caregivers on positive 
nurturing care practices. Additionally, in UAE, UNICEF supported the government in the development 
of Injury Prevention Guidelines for professionals and caretakers and supported national 
communication campaigns that reached an estimate of 300,000 care givers. 
 
In 2021, UNICEF ECD efforts have reached over 7 million caregivers through social and behavioral 
change campaigns and thousands of teachers, preschool personnel, health workers and decision makers 
through training, conferences, online platforms and webinars.  An area of work that will be expanded 
in 2022 is public financing for children including ECD. 
 
Child Protection
 
UNICEF GAO’s work in child protection during the year made great progress in advancing policy, 
improving governance and in bringing a strategic approach to social and behavioral change and 
communication (SBCC). 
 
As it relates to policy commitment and governance for child protection, in UAE a number of key 
advancements took place with UNICEF’s technical expertise being provided to partner organizations. 
A national mapping of child protection interventions was initiated and will feed into the draft National 
Strategy on Ending Violence Against Children; a review of the UAE Motherhood and Childhood 
strategy has been launched and will inform the development of a new strategy (2022 to 2026); and Abu 
Dhabi Emirate has agreed to pilot PRIMERO to improve data on case management and indecent 
monitoring.  Similarly, in KSA and in partnership with UNICEF and Western Sydney University, the 
process of development of a national framework on online child protection was launched, which will 
pave the way for a stronger child protection system in general. In Qatar, a mapping of the child 
protection systems and social work force has also been initiated and will be key to inform future policy 
work and strengthening of its national child protection system. In Bahrain, UNICEF provided its 
technical feedback and recommendations for two draft key policy documents (the Action Plan for the 
National Strategy for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the National Action Plan for Human 
Rights) ensuring that children’s priorities and needs are addressed in alignment with the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). 
 
Progress was also made in services including capacity building and sectoral mainstreaming of child 
protection.  The education systems in KSA, Qatar and UAE took the lead on organizing orientations on 
the UNICEF prepared Teacher Preparedness Training Package (TPTP) as part of the return to school 
package which opened the door for strategic interventions to improve provided services. In UAE, and 
with UNICEF’s support, a toolkit for adolescent mental health was developed and the development of 
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a public facing platform is underway. Other work underway, includes the development of screening 
tools and other resources on mental health likely to benefit 800,000 children as well as the Child 
Rights awareness activities Toolkit, which is available and ready to benefit nearly 300,000 children. 
The year also saw progress in terms of advocacy with Sharjah partners using the EXPO2020 to 
publicly announce two UNICEF supported key products that contribute to making schools and public 
spaces safer for children – the Sharjah Child Friendly Schools and Nurseries toolkit and the guidelines 
for child-friendly open public spaces. Similarly, in Qatar, a comprehensive training and capacity 
building programme developed by UNICEF has been approved by the government paving the way for 
greater professionalization. In response to the Afghanistan crisis, UNICEF led a response in Qatar in 
coordination with the Government of Qatar, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration's (PRM), 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and local Qatari partners, for over 240 unaccompanied 
and separated children in the country leading to the successful reunification of children with their 
families and or long-term durable solutions for all the children traveling through Qatar. 
 
In KSA, and in collaboration UNICEF MENARO, technical assistance was provided to KSA in the 
social protection reform process through a rapid review of the existing system which provided 
recommended strategic direction for the reform including social workforce. Another key area of 
progress in KSA is the migrant children agenda.  In collaboration with IOM and the Resident 
Coordination office and through substantive advocacy work, joint support will be provided to the 
Government of KSA in 2022 on the issue of immigration detention facilities and transit centers to 
evaluate current status of affairs and identify measures to support strengthening of rights based and 
sustainable actions. The rapid mapping of the situation of migrant children in the Gulf by Regional 
Office was helpful in understanding the situation and sharpening the focus. 
As it relates to influencing knowledge and behaviors on prevention and response to violence, focus 
in this area of work has been on introducing a strategic approach to SBCC and providing the needed 
technical expertise. The Abu Dhabi emirate was supported by UNICEF in the development of a 5-year 
SBCC strategy on child protection.  Additionally, UNICEF GAO continued to support the Supreme 
Council for Motherhood and Childhood (SCMC) in UAE in Antibullying programmes, including 
through the SCMC programme on anti-bullying awards. Partnerships with private telecommunication 
companies are also being strengthened on issues like online child protection. In Qatar a unique global 
public/private partnership was signed between Qatar Fund For Development (QFFD), Oooredoo and 
UNICEF to address violence against children and ensure continuity of learning for the most 
vulnerable.   Through the collaboration with Du, messages on child protection in the UAE reached 
over 3 million telephone users. A strategic partnership is also being explored with Zain in Kuwait, 
KSA and Bahrain. 
Data and Evidence 
While the universality of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has helped to support a culture 
change around data, much work remains. The 2021 CRAVE and SDG consultations have been 
successfully completed with technical support being provided to focal persons in the national statistical 
offices. The process revealed extensive data gaps or non-reporting on significant number of SDG 
related child indicators. 
UNICEF GAO continued to advocate for comprehensive data diagnosis, landscape analysis and 
development of a national data action plan to identify and address gaps in the collection and use of 
child related indicators. To work towards this, UNICEF GAO strengthened partnerships with national 
counterparts across the sub-region including national statistics offices. In KSA, a data diagnostics and 
landscape analysis was launched by FAC and UNICEF and will be completed with a national data 
action plan. Additionally, Qatar is leading its second MICS national household survey with UNICEF’s 
support and a similar partnership is being explored in KSA. Recently, the Gulf governments have 
shown interest in being included in frameworks that allow for global comparison with other countries 
including High Income Countries (HICs). 
As it relates to evidence generation, a number of child-focused research and studies have either been 
completed, ongoing or are at final stages of completion. In partnership with FAC in KSA, a study of 
the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on early childhood (0-8 years) and their families has been 
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completed with a complementary Policy Brief. A Knowledge, Attitude and Practices study on ECD 
caregivers and service providers is also being implemented and will inform upcoming policy and 
programme work. In UAE, a comprehensive situation analysis of children and adolescents covering 
several strategic and thematic issues was launched and will be key to inform the new National 
Childhood and Motherhood Strategy. In addition, UNICEF and UNESCO in Kuwait are implementing 
a situational analysis with a focus on the impact of COVID-19 on children’s and adolescents learning
Two evaluation works were completed in 2021.  A formative evaluation of the domestic violence 
prevention programme was conducted and will inform child protection strategies in the country. 
Secondly, a formative evaluation of GAO operational modality on Partnerships and Resource 
Mobilization was also completed. The recommendations of the evaluation report will inform the 
development of an integrated resource mobilization and partnerships strategy.
Partnerships for Children 
Strategic engagement with public and private partners in the Gulf region continued throughout 2021 
around areas of joint interests such as RewirEd summit, WISE Summit, public-private partnerships and 
engagement on UNICEF’s Global COVID-19 response plan. Despite COVID-19 economic downturn, 
GAO raised a total of US$114.6 million from both public and private partners achieving an increase of 
3% compared to funds raised in 2020 and representing 94% of the target set for 2021. Overall, 
US$88.1 million were raised from public partners and US$26.5 million raised from private partners.
 
KSA and UAE renewed their support to Yemen contributing US$73 million (US$37 million from 
KSA; US$36 million from UAE) through the Famine Relief Fund, allowing UNICEF to scale up 
response to combat the alarming malnutrition rates in Yemen. KSA also committed US$26 to 
UNICEF’s projects in Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan 2021. KSA through KSrelief also 
contributed over US$9 million through the Global Muslim Philanthropy Fund to support programmes 
in Pakistan and Cox‘s Bazaar. UNICEF also signed four new agreements with the Arab Gulf 
Programme for Development (AGFUND) worth US$745,000. 
 
In UAE, partnership with the Government was further strengthened with UNICEF’s leadership 
engagement. UNICEF Executive Director participated in the World Immunization and Logistics 
Summit in March, organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and 
HOPE Consortium. Additionally, and through multiple visits of the UNICEF’s Regional Director for 
MENA to UAE, the government announced an in-kind donation of US$50 million to COVAX, 
including the sharing of 1 million doses of Hayat Vax and transportation of COVID-19 vaccines and 
related supplies through the HOPE Consortium to support UNICEF’s COVID-19 response plans in 
more than 100 low and middle-income countries. Already 21 African countries received shipments. 
UNICEF’s strong participation in Expo 2020 and RewirEd took centre stage. In particular, UNICEF 
was visible in the agenda of the RewirEd summit presenting UNICEF with strategic engagements and 
advocacy opportunities with partners on children’s issues, particularly Reimagine Education. 
In Qatar, UNICEF Executive Director signed in June, the first-ever global public private partnership 
with QFFD and Ooredoo Group to strengthen UNICEF’s COVID-19 response in 10 countries in Gulf, 
MENA & Asia. A Global Strategic workshop is planned for early 2022 to strengthen the partnership 
between UNICEF and QFFD and sign a global MOU. In December 2021, UNICEF successfully 
secured a high-level engagement and representation for UNICEF at the Annual Global WISE Summit. 
There was also a high engagement by UNICEF with senior leadership and Government of Qatar on the 
Afghanistan crisis (local emergency response program, global bilateral advocacy engagement from the 
Executive Director, initiating collaboration on emergency shipments etc).  A high level collaboration 
discussions were initiative with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation & WHO to host a high-level 
event for the World Cup in 2022 that will showcase UNICEF to partners in Qatar and beyond.
Fundraising was slow in Kuwait this year, following economic downturn and political instability. The 
only funding received was US$2.77 million to support the purchase of cancer medicines for Syria.
In terms of Regular Resources (RR), UNICEF GAO received US$1 million from the KSA and 
US$100,000 from the UAE. While the Government of Qatar via QFFD has approved RR for 2021-
2022, the contribution amount is being negotiated due to the country’s new policy changes and 
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procedures.  
 
As it relates to the private sector fundraising, UNICEF GAO secured more than US$6.5 million in 
support of 2021 COVAX Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal (HAC) from the e-gaming 
tournament – Gamers Without Borders 2 – as part of UNICEF’s partnership with Saudi Arabian 
Federation for Electronic and Intellectual Sports (SAFEIS). This represents 66% of the total prize, and 
an increase of about 60% of the partnership value compared to 2020. Other funds received, include 
US$1.67 million from Alwaleed Philanthropies for measles elimination programme in addition to more 
than US$5.1 million from Educate A Child, Qatar Charity, and Qatar Foundation. Additionally, 
UNICEF also received three in-kind contributions from Qatar Airways for emergency shipments to 
Timor Leste, China and Zambia (US $215,465). Discussions are ongoing for critical airfreight support 
to Afghanistan with senior leadership engagement and the Government of Qatar. 2021 also saw the 
cementing of three significant private sector partnerships in UAE – with DP World (worth US$1 
million in grants and US$3 million in CIK for storage); with Careem where the first campaign 
generated over US$200,000 in two-weeks with potential of bringing in substantial RR; and with Du, 
UAE’s biggest telecoms company, through in-kind contribution by promoting child protection 
messaging. 
 
Furthermore, UNICEF GAO, with regional expertise, provided capacity building trainings on child 
protection, communication and visibility, communication for development, WASH and education, 
benefiting heads of departments and experts from partner organizations and resulting in enhanced 
knowledge of strategies and tools related to humanitarian and development work.

UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships
Covid-19 pandemic on children provided an opportunity for UNICEF and partners to accelerate 
actions to address priorities and needs of adolescents that emerged as a result of the pandemic. As a 
result, UNICEF GAO witnessed strengthened collaboration with its strategic government partners like 
the Family Affairs Council in KSA, SCMC and Abu Dhabi Early Childhood Authority in UAE, 
Supreme Council for Family Affairs and Supreme Council for Planning and Development in Kuwait – 
opening a dialogue for more systemic and sustainable action related to national policies and plans.
 
UNICEF GAO had similar substantial collaboration with UN systems and country teams across the 
sub-region with active engagement in the development of the Common Country Assessments (CCA) in 
four of the five GCC countries -either a new CCA (Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and UAE) or an update on 
previous CCAs (Bahrain). Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks (SDCFs) were also 
prepared in Kuwait and KSA to be signed in 2022 in addition to the revised Bahrain’s SDCF. UNICEF 
has assertively contributed to each country’s CCA and SDCF and assured that children’s rights and 
priorities are well reflected and addressed. 
 
Examples of successful collaboration with other UN organizations include UNICEF’s advocacy on 
rights of migrant children in collaboration with IOM and the RC office in KSA. As a result of an 
advocacy effort led by the RC with the support of both organizations, collaboration will be 
strengthened with the government on the issue of immigration detention facilities and transit centers in 
KSA to evaluate current status of affairs and identify measures to support strengthening of rights based 
and sustainable actions. 

Lessons Learned and Innovations
UNICEF’s role in the Gulf countries is unique, a dual mandate that includes programming for 
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children within the Gulf and resource mobilisation for the Gulf programmes and globally working 
hand in hand.  A good lesson learned is demonstrating in KSA as UNICEF engages with the 
Government of Saudi Arabia on child online safety under His Royal Highness the Crown Prince 
Global Initiative launched during the Global Cyber Forum 2020.  With KSA’s keenness on being a key 
player in this field, a strategic partnership is being forged between UNICEF and KSA to advance this 
agenda both nationally and globally in multiple countries.  At the national level, the process of 
development of a National Framework on Child Online Safety supported with an action plan to 
operationalize the Framework including a social and behavioral change component was launched. 
Similarly, and hand in hand, the dialogue is ongoing to support similar work with KSA’s support in 
multiple low and middle income countries. This provides a great example of the interlink between the 
domestic programme and resource mobilization efforts at the global level. 
 
UNICEF’s technical and programmatic expertise, global network of best practice and agility to 
respond to crises came to the fore during the Covid-19 pandemic and validated the demand for and 
value of its technical assistance, capacity development and system strengthening strategies including in 
HICs like the Gulf countries. Key areas of support included mental health, child protection and 
supporting remote learning and blended pedagogy. Social and behavioral change and community 
engagement became evident as an area where UNICEF’s expertise is sought across the Gulf 
countries. While the GAO was able to secure support through the regional office and existing Long 
Term Agreements (LTAs), it was found necessary to build in this area of expertise within the office 
and resources will be allocated to address the increased demand.  
 
A good practice involved UNICEF working with other UN agencies in furthering its understanding of 
the complex issue of migrants and their children in the sub-region. In particular the experience in KSA, 
where the government has invited UN actors including UNICEF to undertake visits to detention 
centers and make recommendations for reforms is hugely promising. 
 
Moving forward, climate change is an area where UNICEF should consider positioning itself more 
purposefully. A number of Gulf initiatives are underway and provide an excellent opportunity to 
address and influence climate change issues in the Gulf, MENA and Globally.  KSA has recently 
launched the Saudi Green Initiative and the Middle East Green Initiative, both are very ambitious 
initiatives that aim to chart a path for KSA and the region in protecting the planet and contributing to 
achieving global targets in confronting climate change.  UAE will also be hosting COP 28 in 2023 
which provides another milestone to influence at national, regional and global level. Qatar is also 
revamping its climate change plans and strategy in line with its “Qatar National Vision 2030.” The 
UNICEF Qatar team has already kicked off strategic discussions on alignment and collaboration and 
has shared global and regional plans with the Qatar Fund For Development and engaged all Qatari 
partners in many UNICEF’s virtual tours and workshops on climate change throughout 2021.  Qatar 
team is also working ona new innovative approach to engage the Education Above All Foundation and 
UNICEF Comoros on how to address the impact of climate change on children through education 
interventions. UNICEF GAO should look to engage at three levels: (1) ensuring that policies, 
strategies and plans are child sensitive, (2) advocate on the impacts of climate change on children and 
adolescents and the need to partner with young people meaningfully as advocates and change makers, 
and (3) Intensify fundraising opportunities at national, regional and global level in climate change and 
environment.
 
Within the Partnerships and Resource Mobilization component of the Gulf office, the Arab Gulf 
fundraising market is paving the way for UNICEF to engage in a range of non-traditional 
mechanisms to raise funds through "innovative" partnerships such as public-private 
partnerships (RewirEd, HOPE Consortium, SAFEIS /GWB, QFFD-Ooredoo), and building 
sustainable and strategic partnerships with private companies and organizations such as (DP World, 
Careem, Qatar Airways, Muslim World League).
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A crucial lesson learnt has been that strategic leadership engagement pays off in unlocking and 
strengthening partnerships, and will continue to be of critical importance, particularly to leverage 
high-level events for increased income and influence. Engaging partners in UNICEF global/regional 
events and workshops as well as capacity building is highly valued and leads to strengthened 
partnerships. In addition, there’s a need to focus on regular, tailored engagement with public private 
partners on humanitarian and development priorities and funding needs as well as flexibility and 
creativity in capturing opportunities for in-kind support, in the absence of cash contributions.
 
A key recommendation of the recent evaluation is the need to strengthen and enhance global and 
regional visibility of Gulf partners. This will continue to be a top priority as it is key to increasing 
mobilization of resources and higher funding commitments.
 
In addition, the cryptocurrency market is an exciting new space within the private sector in the Gulf 
(particularly UAE) where UNICEF has the potential of securing significant funds over the coming 
years. 
 
Notwithstanding Covid-19 pandemic impact, much has been achieved in 2021. Results in Bahrain have 
been constrained by the lack of in country presence. Social policy activities have also been constrained 
by delays in recruitment of the social policy advisor. 
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