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Update on the context and situation of children 

 

2021 was extremely challenging for children and their families in Ethiopia, where multiple complex 

emergencies—conflict, climatic shocks and the COVID-19’s socio-economic impacts—generated 

displacement, drove exponential growth in humanitarian needs and threatened Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) progress. As of December 2021, 26.3 million people out of the country’s 

115 million population required humanitarian assistance, including 14 million children, and 4.2 million 

people had been internally displaced due to the year’s crises. 

  

Conflict escalation in northern Ethiopia had a particularly devastating impact on women and children. 

Around 2.1 million children and their families were uprooted from their homes and more than 9 

million people needed urgent humanitarian assistance in the conflict-affected regions of Afar, Amhara 

and Tigray. Scores of civilians, including children, were reportedly killed and injured, and public 

structures [e.g., internally displaced person (IDP) camps, schools and health centres] were attacked, 

both constituting grave child rights violations.  

  

UNICEF and partners faced major operational challenges due to security and administrative challenges 

that hindered efforts to provide life-saving support to the most vulnerable children and their families in 

conflict-affected regions, particularly Afar, Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz and Tigray. However, via 

strategic supply pre-positioning and utilization of established rapid response mechanisms, UNICEF 

and partners were able to provide first-line emergency response and eventually scale up to address the 

impact of conflict, climate shocks and COVID-19, although coverage and access remained a challenge. 

  

Socio-economically, while Ethiopia continued to pursue pro-poor policies and implement long-term 

plans and programmes within global frameworks, the country’s development gains and ambitions were 

severely threatened in 2021 due to the significant scale of humanitarian crises. The economy was 

expanding by an average of 10 per cent in the decade prior to 2019, according to the World Bank. The 

International Monetary Fund forecasted the country’s economic growth to slow significantly from 

around 6 per cent in 2020 to around 2 per cent in 2021—the lowest level in almost two decades. Year-

on-year inflation rates registered at 33 per cent in November and remained among the highest in the 

world. The brunt of the year’s socio-economic impacts disproportionally affected the poorest and other 

vulnerable groups, increasing poverty levels. An estimated 36 million children in Ethiopia are 

multidimensionally poor, and poverty levels must decrease by at least 4 per cent annually to achieve 

SDG targets by 2030. 

  

The countrywide malnutrition situation of women and children has generally deteriorated, and 

admissions of severely malnourished children increased nationally by 17.9 per cent in 2021 as 

compared to 2020. Key related drivers included COVID-19, conflict, desert locust infestations, high 

inflation and food prices, all resulting in acute food insecurity. In northern Ethiopia in particular, 

malnutrition rates increasingly worsened in 2021, ranging between 16 and 28 per cent for children 

under 5 years and exceeding 50 per cent for pregnant and breastfeeding women.  

  

Although Ethiopia has made major strides in under-5 mortality, there have been no recent 

improvements in neonatal mortality rates. On average, 100,000 babies are still dying from neonatal 

causes annually and an estimated 1.8 million children in Ethiopia are missing out on life-saving 

vaccines due to several factors, including conflict-related access constraints. 

  

Multi-month school closures affected children in several regions of Ethiopia in 2021, including 6,123 
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schools that closed in Afar, Amhara, and Tigray due to the proximal conflict and 1,240 schools that 

closed in other regions due to conflict, COVID-19 and other natural disasters, such as drought.  

  

Child protection risks remained high, especially due to economic and environmental shocks coupled 

with conflict in northern Ethiopia and other regions. There have been credible and constant reports of 

mass human rights violations by all parties in northern Ethiopia, including as documented in a joint 

Ethiopian Human Rights Commission–Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights report, and exposure of children to violence, including sexual exploitation. Child marriage 

remained a significant threat, with 15 million affected, 6 million of whom were married before the age 

of 15; the incidence reduction must accelerate sixfold if child marriage is to be eliminated by 2030. 

With UNICEF support, the Ministry of Women and Social Affairs (MoWSA) submitted the sixth and 

seventh state reports on the Convention on the Rights of the Child to the related United Nations 

Committee in February 2021. 

  

COVID-19’s 2021 impacts, coupled with increasing security-related and humanitarian expenditures, 

could lead to a public funding shortage for child-focused social sectors and less fiscal space to increase 

social spending. While US$12.9 billion was approved by the Government for the 2021–2022 fiscal 

year, representing an 18 per cent nominal budget increase from 2020–2021, the real value of the 

budget declined given an inflation rate of 34 per cent. This rising inflation rate will also impact the 

increases seen in some social sectors, e.g., 19.1 per cent for education (16.3 per cent increase from 

2020–2021) and 5.9 per cent for health (5.4 per cent increase compared to 2020–2021), with related 

consequences for children and women. 

  

Balancing humanitarian response and peacebuilding needs emerged as increasingly challenging in 

2021 and UNICEF advocated for more development funding flows to enable building back better 

while ensuring respect for and predominance of humanitarian principles. Children and their families 

benefited from a generally favourable fundraising environment given public and private sector donor 

perceptions of UNICEF as a trusted, high-quality partner, coupled with UNICEF’s convening power 

and transparency. In 2021 UNICEF mobilized more than US$120 million (73 per cent) towards the 

Humanitarian Action for Children appeal, of which more than US$79 million (92 per cent) was for the 

northern Ethiopia response. A further US$231 million (56 per cent) was mobilized to provide critical 

services to children through development programming. Without sustained flexible and predictable 

funding going forward, Ethiopia risks reversing the development gains made over the past decade. 

 

 
 

 

Major contributions and drivers of results 

Every Child Survives and Thrives 

  

Led by the Ministry of Health (MoH), ongoing UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) 

support ensured that over 97 per cent of health facilities in Ethiopia continued to provide essential 

health services during the COVID-19 pandemic, including for maternal, newborn and child health 

(MNCH).  

UNICEF provided life-saving MNCH services to 827,224 children and women through 119 UNICEF-

supported mobile health and nutrition teams (MHNTs) in the six regions affected by humanitarian 

crisis (Afar, Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz, Oromia, Somali and Tigray). Approximately 165,000 

newborns benefitted from care provided in 79 UNICEF-supported neonatal intensive care units, which 

contributed to improved care coverage and quality for small and sick newborns.  

  

However, ongoing conflict impacted immunization services in affected areas, leading to a rise in the 

number of unimmunized children from about 1.2 million to an estimated 1.8 million. UNICEF 
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continues to support the Expanded Programme on Immunization Improvement Roadmap’s 

implementation to accelerate immunization, including catch-up campaigns, for the most vulnerable.  

  

UNICEF coordinated with WHO and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, to support COVID-19 vaccine roll-

out, including procurement and logistics support for 14 million vaccines, provision of 312 cold chain 

fridges and health worker capacity building. UNICEF also supported the COVID-19 vaccination 

campaign in all non-conflict-affected regions, which significantly contributed to the increase in people 

vaccinated (5.7 million of the 9.3 million total people vaccinated were reached through the UNICEF-

supported 10-day campaign). Further, with UNICEF support to MoH, over 60 million people received 

COVID-19 prevention messaging. In 2022, UNICEF will continue to support vaccine logistics and 

cold chain strengthening, as well as national COVID-19 vaccination campaigns and roll-out to the 

lowest service delivery level, including outreach and health posts.  

Nutrition  

  

As severe food insecurity loomed across the country, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO), the World Food Programme (WFP) and UNICEF called for urgent action. 

UNICEF, the related Cluster’s lead agency, stepped up its nutrition response, focusing on screening 

and treating children suffering from severe wasting. From January–October 2021, 5.7 million children 

nationwide underwent acute malnutrition screening and 424,492 children with severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) were admitted for treatment, including 100,191 in northern Ethiopia alone. 

According to the Government’s Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit, over 1 million children were 

projected to be experiencing SAM in 2021, only 53 per cent of whom were targeted for treatment due 

to the high cost (approximately $85–$300 per child depending on context). UNICEF estimates the 

economic burden of wasting, assuming prevalence remains around 10 per cent, is US$157.7–230.2 

million per year, underscoring the need for aggressive prevention. In 2021, a localized Global Action 

Plan for Wasting country roadmap was developed in collaboration with the Government, WFP, WHO, 

the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and FAO to accelerate 

wasting prevention.   

  

In northern Ethiopia, UNICEF supported an emergency nutrition package, including infant and young 

child feeding (IYCF) counselling for caregivers, vitamin A supplementation (VAS) and deworming for 

children and iron-folate supplementation for pregnant women. UNICEF also conducted a find-and-

treat campaign in hard-to-reach areas in Afar, Amhara and Tigray to screen children under-5 for 

malnutrition and refer them to SAM treatment as needed, as well as provide VAS, deworming, 

immunization and iron folate. In 2021, UNICEF and the Government provided VAS to a total of 7.24 

million children countrywide. 

  

UNICEF supported the development and release of an updated National Operational Guideline on 

IYCF in Emergencies for Ethiopia, one of four global outcomes linked to achieving SDG child wasting 

targets, as well as a new national directive on breastmilk substitutes. With UNICEF and partner 

support, 4 million primary caregivers of children aged 0–23 months received IYCF counselling and 

messages in 2021. 

  

Through efforts to achieve the UNICEF Ethiopia stop stunting flagship result, private sector 

partnership enabled the development of egg powder as an accessible, affordable and nutritious food 

solution for children. UNICEF also applied an end-user monitoring tool for real-time assurance of last-

mile nutrition supply delivery. 

  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

  

Through programming supporting the UNICEF Ethiopia flagship result on ending open defecation 

(EOD), 892,543 people gained access to basic sanitation services in humanitarian and development 

contexts, and 597 communities with a total population of nearly 3 million were certified as living in 
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OD-free environments. The EOD flagship goal is to reduce the proportion of the population practicing 

OD from 22 to 10 per cent by 2025 and contribute to achieving the SDG universal basic sanitation 

coverage target. While over 42 million people still lack access to safe drinking water, UNICEF and 

partners reached 1.3 million people with clean water in 2021; efforts that must be redoubled to meet 

SDG targets.  

  

UNICEF-supported health experts reached more than 5.8 million people with health promotion 

activities focused on the prevention of communicable diseases, including COVID-19. In 2021, 77 

health facilities were supported to gain improved WASH capacity in response to COVID-19. In 

addition, WASH facilities were installed in 145 schools and complemented by menstrual hygiene 

management-related support. 

  

In 2021, the Ethiopia WASH Rapid Response Mechanism—launched in 2020 by UNICEF and civil 

society organization (CSO) partners—resulted in the delivery of effective emergency WASH services 

to communities, including IDPs, across the country. Under the UNHCR–UNICEF Blueprint for Joint 

Action for Refugee Children (the Blueprint), 314,673 refugees and host community members received 

basic water supply provisions; 235,815 received basic sanitation services and 247,056 were reached 

with hygiene promotion.  

  

UNICEF continues to lead innovative WASH programming that contributes to sustainable and durable 

solutions, especially in chronic emergency contexts. In 2021, these efforts emphasized climate 

resilience, peacebuilding and environmental protection approaches. For example, UNICEF initiated 

groundwater mapping that the Ministry of Water, Irrigation and Energy is scaling up. 

Every Child Learns 

  

A total of 103,403 pre-primary (48 per cent girls); 497,882 primary (43 per cent girls); and 3,600 

secondary school (50 per cent girls) children accessed quality education services through direct 

UNICEF investment. A total of 397,882 internally displaced and emergency-affected primary school 

children in humanitarian contexts, including northern Ethiopia, gained access to accelerated learning 

programmes. This included 202,195 refugee children who gained access to education via Blueprint 

activities, such as the construction of 195 classrooms. Formal education support through the provision 

of learning materials improved quality education service access for at least 100,000 primary school 

children. While a lack of quality early learning and play materials was a 2021 constraint, UNICEF 

technically and financially supported early childhood education, resulting in 103,403 pre-primary 

children in humanitarian situations gaining access to accelerated school readiness programmes. 

Advocacy for increased budgetary allocations for pre-primary schooling from 4 per cent to 7 per cent 

continued with the MoE and regional education bureaus (REBs). 

  

Under its flagship result focused on ensuring every child has access to learning opportunities, UNICEF 

provided foundational formal and non-formal education for OOSC in all of Ethiopia’s regions. While 

insecurity, humanitarian access restrictions and supply and cash movement difficulties continued to 

impact programme implementation in northern Ethiopia, UNICEF established CSO partnerships to aid 

in the timely resumption of education for primary and secondary school children in some areas.  

  

Bete (My Home), a UNICEF-designed programming approach adopted in Ethiopia to ensure co-

location and integration of child protection, mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) 

elements with education activities, was implemented by non-governmental organization (NGO) 

partners across the six emergency-affected regions in partnership with REBs. In 2021, the approach 

reached a total of 92,016 children (47 per cent girls) across the conflict-affected regions.  

  

To promote evidence-based programming for OOSC, UNICEF supported the MoE to conduct an 

OOSC study using baseline data from 2019/2020, which indicated that at primary and lower secondary 

levels there were more than 7.28 million OOSC, excluding those at pre-school level and in the refugee 
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population, and an additional 3 million children at risk of dropping out at the primary level alone, 

underscoring the significance of UNICEF’s flagship result on ensuring every child has access to 

learning opportunities and broader aims for universal school attendance to promote equity and 

inclusion. 

  

UNICEF technically and financially supported finalization of Ethiopia’s new Early Childhood 

Development and Education Policy Framework and teaching/learning module development via the 

general curriculum reform process. UNICEF engaged with the Curriculum Development and 

Implementation Directorate to build curriculum expert capacity to strengthen teacher trainings on 

curriculum development and ultimately benefit over 26 million children enrolled in pre-primary, 

primary and secondary school over the coming decade. UNICEF supported development of Ethiopia’s 

new Education Roadmap and drafting of a newly proposed education proclamation, which is set for 

consideration by the House of People’s Representatives in 2022, that would codify the national 

provision of equitable access to free and compulsory education from pre-primary to lower secondary. 

  

In April 2021, Generation Unlimited (GenU)—a multi-sector public–private–youth partnership to 

solve key challenges facing youth—was launched in Ethiopia, where more than 2 million youth enter 

the labour market annually. Hosted by the Ministry of Labour and Skills with technical leadership and 

financial support from UNICEF, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), International 

Labour Organization (ILO), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and Resident Coordinator’s 

Office, GenU completed a foundational landscape analysis and operationalization is set to continue in 

2022. 

  

Every Child Protected from Violence and Exploitation 

  

UNICEF supported actions to strengthen child protection and address gender-based violence (GBV) 

through humanitarian efforts across Ethiopia, including those that reached 90,940 children, women and 

caregivers in northern Ethiopia from January–November 2021.  

  

UNICEF technically and financially supported social service workforce strengthening, including a 

related mapping and assessment ongoing under a MoWSA-chaired national leadership group (NLG) in 

alignment with the UNICEF Guidelines to Strengthen Social Service Workforce for Child Protection. 

The NLG will use the findings for social service workforce planning, development and support. In 

addition, UNICEF supported deployment of 1,194 social workers/community service workers, 

reaching 26,719 children in development and humanitarian settings with child protection services 

through case management framework roll-out efforts.  

  

UNICEF continued technically and financially supporting social and community service work 

curriculum strengthening, teacher training and learning materials, as well as delivering pre-service and 

in-service training through technical and vocational education training colleges. In 2021, 743 child 

protection workforce members received child protection case management training and 296 (90 

female) additional professionals were trained on relevant competencies, including supervision and 

coaching, prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA), minimum standards for the 

management of shelter-based services for children in street situations and life skills. Another 160 

trainees who successfully completed certified courses in community service work levels I and II 

became ready for deployment in their respective regions.  

  

From January–November 2021, nearly 1.8 million people in regions with high child marriage rates 

were reached with related prevention measures. UNICEF support for formal child protection 

organizations, networks and informal community-based structures resulted in 3,005 child marriage 

cases being cancelled in 2021, compared to 2,051 in 2020. UNICEF also contributed to the reporting 

of 16,003 child marriage cases in 2021, compared to 3,749 reported in 2020. As part of 2021 cross-

sectoral programming, 167,256 adolescent girls received life skills development support.  
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The Immigration Nationality and Vital Events Agency received federal and regional technical 

assistance from UNICEF staff and financial assistance for institutional capacity development, data 

management and monitoring, which contributed to steadily increasing birth registrations, with 614,601 

of children born from July 2020–June 2021 registered, marking progress towards ensuring children 

have legal identities and related rights access.  

  

With UNICEF technical and financial support, the national civil registration and vital statistics 

(CRVS) comprehensive assessment and the CRVS Systems Improvement Strategy and Costed Action 

Plan 2021/22–2025/26 was completed and endorsed in April 2021. The strategy set an 80 per cent 

target for birth registration by 2026 and endorsed issues that UNICEF had been advocating, such as 

simplifying registration and data transfer processes.  

  

Every Child Lives in a Safe and Clean Environment 

  

In line with donor and partner foci, several 2021 factors (e.g., conflict and COVID-19) underscored the 

value in the UNICEF focus on ensuring a clean and safe environment for children. UNICEF reached 

655,947 people in urban/small towns and refugee camps/host communities with climate-resilient water 

services and 403,376 of these people with sanitation services, in part through the Blueprint, which was 

a valuable platform for reaching refugees and host community members with WASH programming. 

  

Following central development support, UNICEF also worked across Ethiopia’s regions to support 

implementation of the One WASH National Programme II (2020–2025)’s climate resilient component 

and expanded CSO partnerships for emergency response with the Ethiopian Red Cross Society, Oxfam 

and World Vision, among others.  

  

UNICEF was involved in providing WASH services in underserved urban areas, including 

humanitarian contexts; for example, UNICEF supported upgrading the Itang water supply system in 

Gambella through durable solutions. The Itang system supplies water to three refugee camps in two 

different regions, and the upgrade was accompanied by environmental and social impact assessments 

and comprehensive management plans.  

  

UNICEF, through its EOD flagship result efforts and a shared-value partnership with LIXIL 

Corporation, expanded its reach to the most vulnerable households in urban areas by distributing 

SATO toilet pans (an innovation designed to reduce odours and disease transmission via insects that 

come into contact with human waste) under the Urban Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP). 

Through this partnership, 29,895 people gained access to clean toilets. 

  

Every Child has an Equitable Chance in Life 

  

UNICEF continued to provide technical, financial and advocacy support to strengthen the child-

sensitivity of Ethiopia’s social protection system. As of December 2021, an estimated 14.4 million 

children were covered by social protection programmes through the rural and urban PSNPs coupled 

with community-based health insurance. UNICEF, supported by the Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency, also collaborated with Government to provide cash transfers to 

31,453 conflict-affected IDPs—focusing on the most vulnerable, particularly those caring for 

unaccompanied, separated, and orphaned children—to improve food security and other essential needs. 

This effort marked the first time the social protection system has been leveraged to provide direct cash 

assistance to IDPs and it will continue to be scaled up in 2022.  

  

Following UNICEF advocacy for increased public investments in secondary education, the MoE 

designed a related project, allocated US$100 million and included it in the forthcoming education 

sector strategy. New evidence was produced on costing child health commodities benchmarked in an 
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affordability analysis, as well as first-time estimates of multisector public investments for child 

protection.  

  

UNICEF also continued to build key institutional partnerships to strengthen child-sensitive data, 

research and evaluation production and use, including with the Central Statistics Agency, Policy 

Studies Institute and National Planning and Development Commission. Through these, UNICEF is 

supporting national evaluation capacity, evidence generation on child poverty and recommendations to 

ensure child-sensitive modules are part of the upcoming Ethiopian Demographic and Health Survey 

(EDHS), the Household Consumption and Expenditure Survey and the Welfare Monitoring Survey. 

These surveys will allow UNICEF to update the situation analysis of children in Ethiopia (including 

child poverty measurements) and assess progress towards achievement of SDG and other child-related 

targets. Anticipated survey implementation challenges include the ongoing conflict in northern 

Ethiopia, fiscal constraints and lack of donor support for data collection activities. 

 
 

 

UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships 

Partnerships remained a critical mechanism for delivering results for children in 2021, anchored in 

the Government’s Homegrown Economic Reform Agenda and the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Cooperation Framework for Ethiopia (2020–2025). Direct partnerships with nine 

Government line ministries and relevant regional bureaus across all regions were instrumental in 

supporting the four UNICEF Ethiopia flagship results. For example, strong partnership with 

Government line ministries helped strengthen the social service workforce; establish a Food and 

Nutrition Strategy; address the expansion phase of the Seqota Declaration, a high-level commitment to 

end childhood stunting and undernutrition by 2030; and sustain vaccine delivery to protect children 

and women against threats such as measles with the support of WHO and other partners. Partnership 

with the MoWSA, WFP and the World Bank also helped provide emergency cash transfers to IDPs in 

Amhara and will support IDPs in Gambella in 2022. UNICEF also collaborated with the Ministry of 

Peace on the CRVS comprehensive assessment, helping to ensure quality evidence, among other 

benefits. 

  

To promote the one United Nations approach, UNICEF actively participated in several inter-agency 

humanitarian and development policy and implementation forums (e.g., the United Nations Country 

Team, the United Nations Humanitarian Team, and the United Nations Communications Group). 

UNICEF also contributed to the United Nations Development Assistance Framework thematic groups 

leading on planning and strengthening basic social services. 

  

In line with the Global Compact for Refugees, UNICEF and UNHCR continued implementing the 

Blueprint in 2021 to provide integrated WASH, child protection, education, nutrition and health 

support to refugee children in five refugee-hosting communities in Ethiopia via close collaboration 

with the Administration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs. UNICEF also collaborated with WHO on 

joint polio and measles campaigns, reaching nearly 17 millionchildren, and contributed to the joint 

United Nations socio-economic impact analysis of COVID-19, a valuable tool for informing future 

programming. 

  

UNICEF collaborated with WFP through a global partnership for prevention of acute malnutrition, 

and with UNFPA to accelerate action to end child marriage. UNICEF also worked closely with the 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) and NGO partners to help approximately 400 

unaccompanied children, part of a refugee wave from Saudi Arabia that forcibly returned thousands in 

2021. About one third of the children were from inaccessible conflict areas, which often resulted in 

failed family tracing and reunification and no alternative care support. To remedy this, UNICEF and 

IOM will continue working with MoWSA to ensure the children’s well-being. 
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Donor partnership in 2021 enabled the provision of rapid needs-based assistance to children in a 

dynamic context, including through unearmarked, flexible funding.  

  

UNICEF expanded its international NGO partnerships, supporting 36 that provided life-saving WASH, 

health, nutrition, child protection, education and other services, all while remaining flexible to ensure 

delivery in complex contexts; 15 of these NGOs supported the northern Ethiopia Level 3 response. 

  

UNICEF also bolstered private sector partnerships to benefit children in Ethiopia in 2021 (e.g., 

through Education Cannot Wait for Education in Emergencies, a global fund that leverages both 

private and public funding). 

 
 

 

Lessons Learned and Innovations 

Lessons Learned  

The challenges associated with the humanitarian situation in northern Ethiopia were also opportunities 

to learn valuable lessons in adaptive programming as seen in three examples from health, nutrition and 

social protection.   

  

Given mass destruction of and damage to health facilities in 2021, the health sector was one of those 

most seriously affected by the ramifications of the conflict in northern Ethiopia. This underscored the 

need for adaptive health policy during a crisis. UNICEF exercised this needed flexibility through its 

health service delivery approach, utilizing MHNTs to sustain the provision of life-saving essential 

supplies and newborn and child health and nutrition services. As conditions allowed, MHNTs were 

also useful in the efforts to resume services at conflict-affected health facilities. While MHNTs have 

proven valuable in pre-2021 emergency and development contexts, 2021 affirmed the importance of 

continued investment in flexible health approaches to save the lives of children and women and 

indicated the value in exploring even more flexible programming.  

  

UNICEF’s full-scale rapid nutrition response during the humanitarian crisis in northern Ethiopia 

resulted in the important lesson that it is critical to always remain ready and open to reviewing the 

organization’s operational approaches and plans to ensure adaptability and timely results for children, 

and to employ numerous complementary strategies to solve problems. In 2021, UNICEF application of 

these lessons proved beneficial in several instances. For example, when it became necessary to shorten 

service delivery times, UNICEF resolved supply and logistics issues by establishing a strategically 

located warehouse to enable fast onward distribution to conflict-affected areas. In addition, UNICEF 

developed a simplified emergency protocol for wasting treatment in partnership with MoH that is 

being piloted to handle multiple emergencies across Ethiopia. Faced with an overstretched ready-to-

use therapeutic food (RUTF) pipeline, UNICEF used unearmarked grants to procure RUTF and 

advocated for domestic resourcing. At the same time, UNICEF also launched a find-and-treat 

campaign, which included intense mobilization of trained MHNTs to undertake a wide variety of 

nutrition response activities, including at household-level, within communities affected by damaged 

and non-functional health posts and centres. 

  

UNICEF drew valuable experience from using the traditional banking system as a tool to overcome 

constraints in disbursing cash transfers to IDP households in Amhara, serving as an example of 

repurposing an approach used in non-emergency times to deliver results during a crisis. Because of the 

intensifying conflict, UNICEF worked with the Government to set up bank accounts for selected IDPs, 

allowing them to receive cash transfers if further displaced. Going forward, this emergency 

contingency can be used to financially assist the growing number of IDP families trapped in zones of 

conflict to buy food and other essential items. 
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Innovations 

A major innovation attained in 2021 was the production of egg powder through private sector 

partnership with the aim of improving the food system and increasing dietary diversity in Ethiopia. 

The production activity’s first phase focused on supporting private sector collaboration, leveraging 

technology to address dietary gaps, creating demand for healthier diets and increasing the supply of 

affordable, safe and nutritious food. If found effective, this will provide a window of opportunity for 

the private sector to engage in areas where markets may not yet exist or function adequately, while 

simultaneously strengthening international assistance. Keeping prices affordable while using 

environmentally friendly packaging is one of the key anticipated challenges. As a way forward, 

UNICEF plans to work with relevant experts to develop an egg powder business plan to further pilot 

and scale-up the innovation.  

  

To address the education and child protection needs in northern Ethiopia, UNICEF implemented the 

innovative Bete programming approach, which integrated for the first time in the country accelerated 

learning, protection and skills and opened the way to Education and Social Affairs scaled partnership 

on  Mental Health and Psychosocial support, including for IDPs and refugees children.  

  

The year in review offered significant opportunities for programming evolution and learning. UNICEF 

Ethiopia will continue to innovate and reflect on the lessons learned in 2021 to inform programming in 

2022.  

  

  

 
 

 
 

 


