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Situation in Numbers 
 

138,454 

Ukrainian citizens entered 

Romania 

 

51,261 

Ukrainian citizens still in 

Romania 

 

2,440 

# of asylum requests  

(UNHCR, 3.03) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Highlights 
• Since February 24, over 138,454 Ukrainian citizens entered Romania and more 

than 51,000 are still in the country. Of the total, 2,440 requested a form of 
protection (asylum or refugee status). 

• Both the Government and the civil society responded promptly to the influx of 
refugees. A great number of private individuals took initiative to support the 
incoming Ukrainian citizens with food, clothing, accommodation and means of 
transportation.  

• UNICEF set up the first child and family support hub (Blue Dots) in Sighetu 
Marmatiei to offer a package of services for children and their families. This is 
the first Blue Dot in the region in response to the Ukraine crisis. The 
establishment of three more Blue Dots are planned for additional border 
crossings.  

• UNICEF, along with the other UN agencies in the country (UNHCR, IOM, 
WHO), is part of the response task force put together by the Romanian 
Government and is coordinating with the sister agencies on the programmatic 
response.   

• UNICEF is present on the ground close to the Ukrainian border conducting 
needs assessments and is scaling up programmes to meet the immediate 
needs of children entering the country from Ukraine.  

UNICEF appeal 

USD 4.5 million 

Ukrainian 

refugee girls with 

UNICEF 

Ambassador Ms. 

Andreea Marin 

on 28 Feb 2022 

in northern 

Romania close to 

the border with 

Ukraine. 

© Gabriel 

Vockel, UNICEF 

Romania 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 
Since February 24, over 138,454 Ukrainian citizens entered Romania and 87,193 left the country to move on to other 
destinations. 51,261 Ukrainian refugees are still in Romania. Of the total, 2,440 people requested a form of protection 
(asylum or refugee status). Over 18,000 Ukrainian refugees remaining in Romania are children. Given the martial law 
in force in Ukraine forbidding men (18-60 years) to leave the country, most of the refugees entering Romania are 
women and children.  
 
Although most people entering Romania are in transit (i.e., they are met at the border by family and/or friends with 
transportation means and are led further west towards Hungary, Slovakia, and Poland), a number have to find their 
own means of transportation and accommodation. Humanitarian needs assessments are ongoing by UNICEF, in 
close collaboration with government and civil society partners. The key needs among the population arriving are 
healthcare, protection from violence, abuse and exploitation, family-tracing, and reunification as well psycho-social 
care.   

 
Summary Programme Response 
 
The first Blue Dot family and child support hub is fully operational in Sighetu Marmatiei. UNICEF, in collaboration with 
local authorities and Civil Society Organization (CSOs) established a physical space (3 tents) at the border crossing 
that offers critical services to children, women, and families. Around 2,500 refugee women and children received at 
least one service in the Blue Dot since the start of the refugee crisis. UNICEF is working to establish Blue Dots at 
three more border crossings (Sighet, Siret and Isaccea).  
 
UNICEF is also working with the government to ensure all in-kind donations offered by individuals and private 
companies reach refugee children after the cross the border into Romania.  
 
 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

 
UNICEF Romania is appealing for $4.5 million to scale up and sustain life-saving services for women and children 
who arrive from Ukraine in the areas of health, education and child protection.  
 
UNICEF Romania launched a local fundraising campaign that is running online and on TV. UNICEF in Romania has 
received over $425,000 from online donations so far. The campaign also brought in 82,500 pledges through SMS 
donors. 

 
 

Who to contact for further information: 
 
Pieter Bult Camelia Ieremia Despina Andrei Raluca Zaharia 

Sighetu Marmatiei, at the border with 

Ukraine, is where UNICEF set up the 

first Blue Dot 
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Representative Operations Manager Communication and 
Fundraising Manager 

Emergency Focal Point 

Romania Romania Romania Romania 
Tel: 0040755112996 Tel: 0040744525841 Tel: 0040749194239 Tel: 0040749074670 

Wapp: 0040726706001 
Email: pbult@unicef.org Email: cieremia@unicef.org Email: dandrei@unicef.org Email: rzahara@unicef.org 
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