
    

  

Page 1  of  10 
 

 

    

  

 

Page 1  of  10 
  

   

    

Country Office Annual Report 2021 
 

   

 

 

 

   

China - 0860 
 

  

   

    

    

Update on the context and situation of children 

Building on over 40 years of successful cooperation with the Government of China (GoC), UNICEF 

China continued the unfinished business of working towards realizing rights for vulnerable girls and 

boys as outlined in the new Country Programme Document (CPD) 2021-2025. 

  

In 2021, the GoC released the 14th Five-Year Plan (FYP) covering 2021-2025 that highlights high-

quality and sustainable development. The FYP also emphasized consolidating previous progress in 

poverty alleviation by advancing the Common Prosperity and Rural Revitalization Strategy. This plan 

creates the opportunity to address the needs of the country’s 298 million children, among which 139 

million are girls (2020).  

  

In September the State Council issued the new National Programme of Action (NPA) for 

Children(2021-2030), which identified key priorities in the next ten years for children including health, 

safety, education, welfare, families, environment and legal protection. Areas of focus in the new GoC-

UNICEF Country Programme of 2021-2025 (CPD) align. Both the NPA and the CPD cover key 

emerging and cross-cutting issues such as adolescent mental health, child obesity and online child 

protection.   

  

China’s GDP growth rate was 2.2% in 2020 and is estimated at 8.1% in 2021. This creates potential 

fiscal space for UNICEF to influence the GoC’s investment in child development. The GoC’s 

expenditure in health, education, social security and employment collectively accounted for 8.7% of 

GDP in 2020 (8.2% in 2019).   

  

The 14th FYP also set targets on building 100 model Child Friendly Cities (CFC) across China and 

enabling policies for affordable and quality early childhood care (ECC) services for all children under 

3 years of age. Additionally, in response to the continued decline of the total fertility rate and a rapidly 

aging population, the GoC released the three-child policy in 2021, with urgent calls for supplementary 

policies and measures to provide support for parents and their children. In the area of supporting 

parents and their children, UNICEF will work with existing and new partners on expanding or 

strengthening services related to early childhood care and development, including family-friendly 

workplace (FFW) policies.  

  

At the 76th session of the UN General Assembly, President Xi proposed the Global Development 

Initiative, prioritizing global development and stronger global development partnerships. The GoC 

approached the UN for closer cooperation to accelerate the achievement of the SDGs globally, 

including through South-South Cooperation (SSC).      

  

In child survival and development, progress has occurred, but challenges still exist. In early 2021, the 

GoC announced the eradication of absolute poverty ($2.30 per person per day PPP). According to the 

World Bank, 746 million people in China were lifted out of extreme poverty ($1.90 per person per day 

PPP) during 1990-2015, accounting for 65.3% of the total number of people lifted out of poverty in the 

world. Despite the recent eradication of absolute poverty, children in China are still experiencing 

multi-dimensional deprivations. A UNICEF-Columbia University study found that 19% of children in 

China faced multi-dimensional deprivations in 2018. Rural children were more likely to experience 

multi-dimensional deprivations than urban and migrant children (2018). There is a need for a child-

sensitive social protection systems providing affordable, accessible and integrated essential social 

services. 
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China has achieved SDG 3 targets of maternal mortality ratio (MMR, achieved in 1993), under-five 

mortality rate (U5MR, in 2004), and neonatal mortality rate (NMR, in 2006). The NMR and U5MR 

have continuously declined, reaching 3.4 per thousand live births and 7.5 per thousand live births in 

2020. Yet disparities between urban and rural areas still exist, with NMR and U5MR in rural areas 

1.86 times and 2.02 times that of urban areas. Additionally, child and adolescent overweight and 

obesity rates have grown rapidly, posing challenges to the realization of SDG 2. Investments to 

enhance the quality of care during pregnancy, childbirth and early childhood are still needed. 

Improvements to adolescent health, particularly public health services and access to mental health care 

are also urgently needed.  

  

Although nine years of compulsory education has been universalized with gender parity in China, 

further improvements for equitable access and quality are still needed to achieve SDG 4. The gross 

enrolment ratio in pre-primary education stood at 85.2% in 2020. Limited resources are available in 

rural areas to ensure universal access and affordability of preschool education. The gross enrolment 

ratio in senior secondary education was 91.2% in 2020, with persisting urban-rural and inter-provincial 

differences. A notable proportion of adolescents (5.4%) failed to transition from junior to senior 

secondary education (2020). Consequently, many are unable to acquire transferrable skills through 

formal education to prepare for challenges in life and work. This is exacerbated by the limited 

availability of alternative learning pathways.  

  

The legal framework on child protection reached further maturity with the amendment of the Law on 

Protection of Minors and the Family Education Promotion Law, which provides strong support to 

preventive and responsive child protection systems. The GoC is leading efforts to increase the number 

of social workers and achieve full coverage of social work stations by the end of 2025, in addition to 

strengthening community services. Nevertheless, there are significant gaps in terms of investment in 

child protection, traditional norms, unequal service capacity and lack of representative data on violence 

against children (VAC), which significantly hinder the monitoring of SDG 16. Online safety for 

children and adolescents has been an emerging area of concern, with 19.5% of children aged 6-17 

reporting having experienced online violence (2020).   

  

Prone to floods, typhoons and earthquakes, China ranks high among countries suffering losses from 

natural disasters. In 2021, a 7.4 magnitude earthquake struck Qinghai Province and 39,000 people 

were affected. Attributed to a prolonged period of heavy rainfall, the Henan floods affected 14.5 

million people and incurred a direct economic loss of 114 billion yuan. Floods in Shanxi Province 

affected over 1.76 million people. The growing risks of extreme weather caused by global climate 

change are evident. With COVID-19 also posing threats, the necessity for strengthening capacity in 

emergency preparedness and response is key. 

 
 

 

Major contributions and drivers of results 

In 2021, UNICEF worked with 34 implementing partners in 247 counties across 29 

provinces/autonomous regions/municipalities. This made UNICEF the UN organization with the 

largest programmatic footprint on the ground in China. UNICEF seeks to apply the principles of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the UN Charter and influence in line with international 

norms and standards.  

  

Child Health and Development  

  

UNICEF made efforts to strengthen the policy environment, system capacity and service delivery to 

protect the health and development rights of women and children.   
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Evidence from UNICEF-supported pilots, advocacy and research informed the development of a 

national scale-up plan on Early Essential Newborn Care (EENC) services, the inclusion of EENC in 

the National Breastfeeding Promotion Action Plan, and the inclusion of NMR as a core indicator in the 

NPA for Children (2021-2030). Evidence from the UNICEF-supported Elimination of Mother-to-Child 

Transmission of HIV, Syphilis, and Hepatitis B (EMTCT) Demonstration Project contributed to the 

development of a national action plan . UNICEF also continued efforts to mainstream maternal 

nutrition counseling and services into antenatal care. 

  

UNICEF increased efforts in building the capacity of health policymakers and service providers. The 

MCH-MIS platform incorporated key reporting indicators at the national level that were finalized with 

technical support from UNICEF and were expanded to 11 provinces, covering 76,981 health facilities. 

UNICEF informed and advocated adolescent health through campaigns and research. Evidence from 

the Supplement of Adolescent Health in China in the Journal of Adolescent Health was shared with 

multiple ministries. The paper on adolescent health financing won the bronze award in the 2021 Best 

of UNICEF Research. UNICEF and NHC also co-hosted an adolescent mental health campaign 

reaching over 40 million adolescents.  

  

UNICEF expanded program scale and scope to help children thrive. UNICEF supported the 

publication of the first national training package on infant and young child feeding (IYCF) counseling, 

as well as a counseling services training plan covering health workers in 832 counties and benefiting 

over 5 million children. UNICEF continued promoting FFW through policy dialogues with NHC and 

NDRC, evidence generation, and a pilot project in Shenzhen that resulted in an initiative to encourage 

companies practicing the FFW concept with support from the city government for assessments, 

training, field visits, certification and awards.  

  

Focused efforts were made to generate evidence for policy actions. UNICEF conducted studies to 

support the implementation of the National Plan of Action for Childhood Overweight Prevention. A 

landscape analysis was conducted in Chengdu to inform policy actions on child obesity prevention. 

Media reporting of a UNICEF-supported study exposing the negative impact of unregulated breast 

milk substitutes marketing on breastfeeding practices and perceptions, led to a top 10 trending news 

report, raising public attention. The National Breastfeeding Promotion Action Plan was launched soon 

after. Adolescents’ views on food systems and climate change, such as calling for strengthening food 

systems holistically and reducing the impact of food systems on environment, were consolidated into a 

report shared with the Vice-Minister of MARA.  

  

UNICEF’s work on mitigating the environment’s impact on children’s health gained momentum. To 

track the impact of environment and climate change on children’s health, UNICEF continues its work 

to promote the Children’s Environmental Health Indicators (CEHI) and is identifying provinces/cities 

for piloting. On strengthening climate-resilient sanitation, assessments and plans to address challenges 

in rural Qinghai Province were completed. Efforts on supporting youth engagement in COP26 

included a capacity-building workshop co-organized with MEE and UNEP, reaching 50,855 online 

views.  

  

UNICEF provided intensive technical support to expand SSC and learning. Maternal, Newborn, and 

Child Health online trainings were delivered to 138 candidates from 8 African countries supported by 

SSCAF (SSCAF-MNCH), with additional areas of EMTCT, nutrition and WASH identified for future 

SSC.  

  

Education  

 

UNICEF worked to realize the right to education for children and adolescents. 

 

Progress was made in strengthening government capacity in quality ECE services delivery. UNICEF 
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supported MOE on two technical workshops on the Guidelines for Kindergarten Quality Assessment 

and provided technical inputs. UNICEF supported MOE in developing a national replication plan for 

the Play-based Learning in Kindergartens (Anji model) as well as its first national training workshop.  

  

UNICEF is supporting ACWF on replicating the Community-based Family Support and Responsive 

Care (CBFS) model in ten provinces through technical resource development, capacity building, and 

supervision system strengthening to ensure the quality of CBFS services. The development of training 

materials for trainers and community workers, CBFS service standards and assessment tools are in 

process. Progress was made in CBFS resource package development, including design of the 

conceptual framework for the Play Kits containing up to 100 games and an accompanying mobile 

application providing user guidance on games. An online ToT training on CBFS and an introductory 

workshop for focal points of newly established community centres were organized. In addition, a 

roadmap report was developed and submitted to ACWF to inform future scale up of the CBFS model 

across China.  

  

For the 10th year, UNICEF supported MOE on the ECD advocacy month with the production of public 

service announcements and communication messages on social media. 

  

To enhance quality learning and skills in general and vocational education, a portfolio of projects was 

launched, including the County-level Teacher Development Institution Improvement project to better 

support teacher development; the STEM Education for Rural Adolescents project to support STEM 

teaching and learning (T&L) in rural secondary/vocational schools; and the Life Skills for TVET 

Students project to promote life skills for disadvantaged students. A Life Skills Framework and a 

STEM Competency Framework for China as well as assessment tools and indicators will be developed 

and tested in this programme cycle to promote STEM and life skills education in both general and 

vocational schools. Building on progress made in the last programme cycle, UNICEF continued and 

expanded the Sports for Development project and the Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) project. 

The School-based Child Protection Project also started, with a research centre jointly launched with 

MOE and East China Normal University to strengthen system-wide child protection in schools.   

  

Education provision for out-of-school adolescents (OOSAs) is limited in China. UNICEF is supporting 

a study to better understand this population and their specific needs and motives to inform programme 

design in 2022. With CAST, UNICEF is planning to pilot the upskilling of community science centres 

to provide alternative learning opportunities for OOSAs, focusing on employability improvement.  

  

On inclusive education, training course development has been jointly planned with MOE to cover pre-

service training of kindergarten, primary and secondary school teachers. 

  

Child Protection 

 

UNICEF successfully advocated for the strengthening of the child protection legislative and advocacy 

framework, through technical inputs and suggestions integrated into the Family Education Promotion 

Law (2021), the NPA for Children (2021-2030), the Law on Child Welfare (expected in 2022), the 

Regulations on the Protection of Minors in Schools (2021), the Anti-Domestic Violence Law (2015), 

and the 2021-2030 National Anti-Trafficking Plan of Action. UNICEF hosted workshops with relevant 

ministries and stakeholders to discuss new developments in the legal and policy framework regarding 

children, including child online protection and VAC. 

  

UNICEF strengthened the social service workforce for children by supporting the development of 

national policies, standards and training manuals. UNICEF made technical contributions to the draft 

Opinion on Further Strengthening Professional Social Work Workforce and Promoting its High-

quality Development, the leading policy document on social work. It also supported the development 

of social work standards in child welfare institutions and the juvenile justice system, with the Social 
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Work Service Specifications in Child Welfare Institutions coming into effect in 2021 and the draft of 

the Juvenile Justice Social Work Service Specification finalized. An agreement was reached in pairing 

counties with stronger social service capacities with weaker ones.  

  

Consolidating experiences from different pilots, UNICEF continued to support MCA on modeling an 

integrated child protection system at the local level that is both preventive and responsive. With 

UNICEF’s technical support, the pilot reached full implementation in 2021 in nine counties of four 

provinces, with all counties having established a county-level child protection governance structure. 

UNICEF supported 2,324 child directors to provide children and families with assistance (access 

point) when required. Their efforts enabled over 50,000 vulnerable children to access government 

social assistance schemes. UNICEF directly supported case management services for about 200 

vulnerable children and families. 

 

Working with ACWF and MCA, UNICEF continued to provide resources, methodology and technical 

assistance for the positive parenting training programme in 6 provinces. By the end of 2021, 120 

facilitators (women’s cadres, child directors and social workers) were trained. Workshops were rolled 

out and reached 8,254 parents and caregivers. The training enhanced caregivers’ knowledge of child 

development, stress management and communication with children. Caregivers reported positive 

behavioral changes in parenting. 

  

UNICEF continued to raise public awareness on child online safety and protection, which includes the 

dissemination of communication materials on anti-cyberbullying with The New York Times for Kids 

China, developing an activity book on child online protection and its dissemination among the barefoot 

social workers (BFSW), documenting cases studies on AIs for children, and teaming up with Tencent 

on the review and selection of proposals for the Tencent Light-Innovation Competition for Social 

Good.  

  

Inclusiveness of children with disabilities has been promoted in capacity building of child directors, 

promotion of child participation efforts, as well as awareness raising of their rights. UNICEF also 

appointed a youth advocate on digital inclusion and disability on World Children’s Day (WCD). 

UNICEF and CDPF conducted research to understand gaps in accessibility to the digital environment.   

  

Social Policy  

  

UNICEF supported GoC to increase understanding of multi-dimensional child deprivation. Four 

research papers were completed, revealing the extent of the issue with recommendations on improving 

measurement and monitoring of child multi-dimensional deprivation and strategies post-2020. The 

research findings were disseminated widely, through UNICEF and research partners’ official websites, 

social media and academic journals. UNICEF also facilitated policy discussions at international forums 

such as the 15th ASEAN-China Forum to share findings and recommendations. New policy-oriented 

research initiatives started, including the impact of the national poverty alleviation programme on 

children between 2012-2020, to support the design of more child-sensitive policies.   

  

Continued support was provided to the national pilot on Social Assistance Reform. UNICEF 

conducted a situation analysis and a diagnosis review of social assistance systems of three selected 

counties to help local governments move towards a more child-sensitive system. UNICEF is also 

mobilizing evidence, international experiences and technical expertise in supporting MCA to build an 

Integrated Management Information System for social assistance to dynamically monitor low-income 

populations and children. Additionally, UNICEF started a scoping exercise on coverage of children in 

medical insurance schemes. 

  

In collaboration with NDRC, UNICEF engaged in generating evidence to update the Basic Public 

Service (BPS) Standards and summarize experiences of the national BPSstandardization pilots, with a 
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particular focus on ECC. The policy recommendations from a joint study with NDRC on the ECC 

provision framework and government funding will inform operation costs of the ECC service and 

contribute to the potential increase of public investment in ECC. UNICEF also facilitated an NDRC-

NHC Forum on ECC Systems and organized a follow-up seminar to share the experience of Singapore 

with NDRC, NHC and Chinese think tank experts. 

  

UNICEF’s policy advocacy contributed to the incorporation of CFC into the 14th FYP and the NPA for 

Children (2021-2030). UNICEF provided policy suggestions to NDRC for the development of the 

Guiding Opinion on Promoting CFC and supported the development of six guidelines in specific areas 

of the Opinion. UNICEF and NDRC are now collaborating on research on the CFC indicator 

framework and recognition method.  

  

UNICEF engaged in evidence generation with MOF on child development financing, with respect to 

OOSAs training and child health. Research findings are expected to improve the efficiency of 

employment subsidies to OOSAs and help build an efficient and equitable health financing mechanism 

for children. UNICEF also convened a policy forum with NHC and MOF to explore policy options for 

integrating the ECD service model into the national public health care package.  

  

Partnerships and Engagement  

  

UNICEF strengthened partnerships with public sector partners on development cooperation for the 

realization of SDGs for children in other developing countries. Partnership with the key government 

partners - CIDCA and CICETE - continued. A new partnership was established with CAITEC to 

advocate for child rights in China’s international development cooperation, including by building 

government counterparts’ capacity in child-centred international development. UNICEF provided 

support to about 5 ROs and 50 COs. In 2021, under the recipient CO’s coordination and guidance, 17 

SSCAF projects and 2 triangular cooperation projects have been under implementation, reaching over 

12 million beneficiaries. UNICEF also secured funding from ADB PRC Fund for WASH in Central 

Asian countries.  

  

UNICEF also organised nine capacity building/knowledge exchange sessions, covering child-rights-

based development cooperation, emergency management, evaluation, health, environment and WASH. 

Eleven publications and knowledge products were produced, and an SSC resource webpage was added 

to the CO’s public webpage. UNICEF produced a series of articles/posts/videos which raised the 

general public’s awareness of SSC and demonstrated UNICEF’s comparative advantage and results in 

the field.  

  

UNICEF continued to seek cooperation with national and international financial institutions to 

integrate child-related SDGs in their investment decisions. China Development Bank agreed to jointly 

review the current investment approach and promote a more child friendly investment strategy. 

UNICEF and UNDP are jointly reviewing the impact indicators of the Child Bond Standards for 

finalization. 

  

Communication and advocacy initiatives helped strengthen UNICEF’s brand, with the potential to lead 

to increased awareness and commitment for protecting child rights among decision-makers, key 

opinion leaders (KOLs) and the public. UNICEF carried out an office-wide exercise to determine four 

advocacy priorities for the new programme cycle, namely, adolescent mental health, healthy weight, 

ECD and VAC, with associated key messages developed. This enabled UNICEF to more effectively 

and consistently communicate about key priority issues. Integrated advocacy initiatives focused on 

these priorities. Highlights included the launch of the new Country Programme, the adolescent mental 

health campaign and a record-breaking WCD event. These campaigns leveraged social media, 

celebrity and institutional partnerships, and innovative delivery formats. This year’s WCD was marked 

by an online live stream event, with children participating. UNICEF Ambassador Wang Yuan 
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produced a theme song and a challenge was launched for children to jointly produce the “choir” 

version. City light-ups expanded to 21 cities or venues this year, including part of the Great Wall of 

China, generating wide media coverage around WCD and child rights, and strengthening WCD’s 

brand. UNICEF ambassadors, athletes and KOLs joined the campaign on social media. The New York 

Times for Kids China dedicated its November issue to WCD. The online WCD campaign received 

over 14.9 million posts and shares and 1.29 billion impressions - approximately double that of 2020.  

  

Emergency 

  

UNICEF responded to several emergencies, including an earthquake in Qinghai Province and flooding 

in Henan and Shanxi provinces. UNICEF provided supplies including gender-sensitive hygiene kits, 

first aid kits, thermometers, medical equipment, T&L kits and school furniture, to the value of 

$1,973,447. Training was provided to teachers in Henan Province on facilitating PE and sports 

activities with the T&L kits. 

 
 

 

UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships 

UNICEF played an active role on the UNCT and as co-chair for the results group of People and 

Prosperity, and the ProgME Group. Constructive collaboration occurred with other UN agencies for 

realizing targets set in the UNSDCF (2021-2025). UNICEF and UNFPA continued to work with NBS 

through the Joint Data Project, with technical inputs from UNICEF and UNFPA incorporated in NBS 

data publications including the annual Statistics on Women and Children and the Final Statistical 

Monitoring Report on the Implementation of the NPA for Children and Women (2011–2020). The joint 

UNDP-UNICEF recycled plastic research project supported by UNICEF’s Innovation Fund was 

completed, with key findings presented during the ASEAN-China Environment Cooperation Week. 

UNICEF has also been engaged with ILO and UN Women in joint advocacy efforts for maternity 

leave protection and gender-sensitive FFW policies. 

  

A new workplan was signed with the MEE on child-sensitive climate and youth engagement on 

climate change. UNICEF established partnership with the Department of Population Surveillance and 

Family Development of NHC, the responsible department for childcare service development, opening 

an opportunity to leverage its support for the roll-out and implementation of childcare and ECC 

services. UNICEF will also work with the National Rural Revitalization Administration (NRRA), the 

newly established coordination agency for rural development work (the former LGOP) on issues 

including child multi-dimensional deprivation. Partnerships with subnational governments were 

established and expanded for cooperations on CFC and FFW policies.   

  

UNICEF continued its engagement with the private sector in 2021, through mobilizing financial and 

non-financial resources for children. This has contributed to enhanced advocacy and awareness-raising 

for programmes and priorities. UNICEF’s business for results (B4R) training course was held in 2021 

with senior staff learning how to engage with B4R that impacts children. Subsequently, more 

companies have been approached where strategic interests align.  

  

UNICEF also engaged with private sector partners on Children’s Rights and Business Principles. In the 

context of SSC, UNICEF enhanced engagement with the China Alliance for Responsible Business in 

Africa to advocate for the inclusion of child rights in its mandate before its official launch. UNICEF 

continued advocating for the inclusion of more impact indicators on child rights in sectoral corporate 

social responsibility standards. UNICEF engaged with companies for support in UNICEF’s priority 

areas including early childhood education, child overweight and obesity, child online protection and 

FFW policies.   
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UNICEF signed two PCA/SSFAs to leverage the unique advantages of CSOs to achieve results for 

children. For the FFW pilot in Shenzhen, UNICEF partnered with the Shenzhen Women and Children 

Development Foundation, which supported engaging private companies for participation in the pilot. 

UNICEF is collaborating with Vital Strategies on developing a data platform for the CEHI. 

  

UNICEF also strengthened technical partnerships with the GoC’s think tanks, and influential academic 

institutes including Columbia University, University of Oxford and Peking University. These enabled 

UNICEF to map and address evidence gaps, and effectively advocate for legislative and policy 

changes. 

 
 

 

Lessons Learned and Innovations 

1)     Effective ways of scaling up  

  

The new programme cycle aims to move away from small-scale pilots that do not go beyond service 

delivery. More emphasis is being put on the scale up of UNICEF’s service models and packages. 

Leveraging GoC’s existing service delivery system will increase the chances of success. For example, 

the ECD package for children under 3 years of age was piloted through GoC’s health system, a 

comprehensive three-tier medical and health service network that extends from province to township 

and village level. In collaboration with NHC and MOF, UNICEF is currently scaling up the ECD 

package by integrating it into the country’s basic public health care package. The planned national 

scale up of the IYCF counseling training through the national health system and the professional 

association such as the China Nutrition Society is another example.  

  

UNICEF is also using a bottom-up approach by exploring innovative service delivery models and 

demonstrating effectiveness. UNICEF piloted the CBFS model and demonstrated its effectiveness in 

enhancing caregivers’ knowledge and practices in caregiving, which led to the GoC’s decision to 

replicate the model nationwide. The CBFS model has also been incorporated in ACWF’s strategies to 

implement the State Council’s Guiding Opinion on promoting care services for children under 3 years 

of age.  

  

2)     Adaptive approach 

  

Engagement with more government counterparts has become increasingly important in a rapidly 

changing programming context. To maximize efforts for programme implementation and growth, 

UNICEF took an adaptive approach by expanding partnerships including new departments in the 

NHC, other ministries such as MOF and MPS, professional associations and private agencies. Due to 

COVID-19 travel restrictions, it was not possible to organize in-person field missions to SSCAF 

project countries for government counterparts. CIDCA participated in a UNICEF virtual field trip to 

Mali, Malawi and Jordan to maintain close engagement.  

  

UNICEF also took an adaptive programming approach amid COVID-19. Experience exchange 

between MCA and two state governments of India on social assistance registry building was held 

virtually. Building on the previous year’s efforts to train BFSWs virtually, an automated response 

mechanism on WeChat was designed to provide BFSWs with technical assistance based on FAQs. 

  

Most trainings have also been shifted online, posing challenges to training quality. For instance, a 

participatory approach for the CBFS training is very important for trainees to grasp the knowledge and 

skills in responsive caregiving. The effectiveness of virtual training is not comparable to face-to-face 

training. Therefore, close follow-ups with trainees, interactiveness and on-site supervision are 

essential. 
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UNICEF has also taken adaptive approaches for training. Instead of a one-size-fits-all, the IYCF 

project offered different training schedules for health workers at different administrative levels, 

maximizing the fund usage and training resources. The SSCAF-MNCH training modules were 

designed as self-paced and requested participants’ feedback to enhance the training relevance and 

quality.  

  

  

3)     Synergy between UNICEF programmes  

  

UNICEF sought to improve results by seeking synergies from different technical areas. For example, 

different areas of child development - FFW and Urban Food Environment - were introduced and 

integrated in the CFC action plans of Changsha and Shenzhen, respectively. This synergy strengthened 

city-level cross-agency coordination. The integration of the SSC component into UNICEF 

programming such as MCH not only amplified UNICEF programmes’ impact through knowledge 

exchange but served as an opportunity for UNICEF to strengthen government counterparts’ 

institutional and technical capacity in SSC. Through UNICEF’s ECD cross-sectoral group, the 

integration of the Nurturing Care Framework into sections’ various programmes has been facilitated 

through regular knowledge exchange. 

Country Office is working on office-wide implementation of the PSEA action plan through CSOs 

assessment, training of staff and participation in the UN Network on PSEA. 

  

4)     Value of youth participation and engagement  

  

In 2021, UNICEF engaged with children and adolescents in a series of programming and advocacy 

activities to uphold children’s rights to participation. UNICEF’s advocacy contributed to the 

incorporation of Child Participation in CFC. In the adolescent mental health campaign, young people 

were engaged throughout the design and implementation, including co-creating the theme song and 

campaign materials, advocating through youth mental health clubs, and organizing a youth-focused 

panel at the launch event. The engagement of children with disabilities was promoted to raise 

awareness on disability inclusion through the development of a picture book.   

  

Adolescent participation and youth engagement enriched UNICEF’s understanding, experiences and 

views on child-related issues and child rights, and allowed UNICEF to develop more effective, 

relevant and adolescent-friendly content.  

  

Youth engagement takes time and will need sustained commitment. It is essential to explore ways to 

institutionalize child and youth participation in decision-making of government and communities. 

UNICEF is also supporting research to explore China’s model of child participation in urban planning. 

  

5)     Importance of diverse partnerships 

  

UNICEF needs wider and more diverse partnerships to address difficult issues and work effectively in 

cross-sectoral areas. Experience from the integrated child protection model showed that cross-sectoral 

collaboration of child protection with social protection, welfare and education for more comprehensive 

prevention is necessary to change traditional norms on child discipline. Building strategic partnerships 

with GoC in SSC also requires cross-organizational efforts to build trust both at capital and 

field/embassy levels with GoC to demonstrate UNICEF’s comparative advantages and added value. 

  

The potential of the private sector in advocacy and resource mobilization should not be underestimated 

given their expertise, innovation, reach and influence. This was particularly true for child online 

protection and WASH. The internet industry, especially a few leading companies, closely followed and 

participated in consultations organized by the legislative branch on the newly added child online 
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protection chapter of the revised Law on the Protection of Minors, indicating an important role of the 

private sector in policymaking and implementation. Additionally, the private sector’s interest in 

climate and sanitation funding remains high, opening opportunities for resource mobilization. UNICEF 

has explored innovative approaches, including leveraging the CSR funds of private companies to 

finance the climate and gender-responsive sanitation project.  

 
 

 
 

 


