
Update on the context and situation of children
Almost half (48%) of Burundi’s 12.3 million people are under 18 and 23% are adolescents aged 10-19, 
making them key to the country’s socioeconomic development. With a fertility rate of 4.6 children per 
woman, Burundi is one of the most densely populated countries in Africa (426 per sq. km). Its 
economy depends heavily on agriculture, creating demographic pressures on the land that are a major 
challenge for the country.  
The new Government which assumed its functions in July 2020 has presented opportunities in terms of 
somewhat greater openness and new priorities. In 2021, under President Evariste Ndayishimiye, the 
Council of Ministers adopted the President’s National Programme for Peace Capitalization, Social 
Stability and the Promotion of Economic Growth, which aims to contribute to the country’s economic 
growth and improve the living conditions of Burundians including the most vulnerable populations. 
The plan focuses on socioeconomic development with special attention to youth, social cohesion and 
the capitalization of peace. There has been increasing dialogue with development partners in country as 
well as renewed engagement by the European Union. The lifting of some sanctions by the United 
States is another positive sign. 
With a GDP per capita (2018) of $274 (a drop of $30 from 2015), Burundi remains one of the poorest 
countries in the world and has been consistently ranked close to the bottom of the Human 
Development Index (185 of 189 countries in 2020). After a period of relative economic growth (5.3% 
in 2018/2019), Burundi’s economy contracted in 2021/2022, with growth falling to 3.3% due to the 
effects of COVID-19, a decrease in agricultural production, a decline in industrial activity because of 
the insufficiency of raw materials and a decline in services (hotels etc.). In terms of demand, the prices 
of goods and services have increased, with inflation near 6% in 2021/2022, compared to –2.6% in 
2018/2019.  
The Government has made significant efforts to protect social sector budgets, which however remain 
largely insufficient to meet children's needs, including access to basic social services. The share of the 
budget allocated to social sectors has seen a small increase over the last three years: 50.6% in 
2021/2022 compared to 48.5% in 2020/2021 and 44.8% in 2019/2020. Declining external aid 
continues to be a concern; before 2015, it accounted for 50% of the budget. 
A recent study by the Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies in Burundi (ISTEEBU) suggests that 
one in two Burundians lives below the poverty line.  Burundi’s economic situation particularly affects 
children from the poorest households; 69% of children live below the income poverty line and 78.2% 
of children are deprived in at least three of the seven dimensions of child well-being (MODA, 2018). 
Family disintegration and neglect are some of the consequences, leading to more children and families 
living in the streets of Bujumbura. Many children are victims of rejection, abandonment, sexual abuse, 
neglect, early pregnancies or are in conflict with the law. Numerous children do not have birth 
certificates (latest data suggests 62% of the population), which are required to access free health care 
(available for children under 5) and free basic education (grades 1-9). Approximately 1 in 10 
Burundian children have access to early childhood development (ECD) and preschool education with a 
slight increase noted in 2021 (gross enrolment ratio (GER) for preschool from 10.3% in 2019 to 13.4%
 in 2021). The GER for basic education improved from 111% in 2019 to 115% in 2021, indicating that 
Burundi is on its way to achieving universal schooling. However, the provision of quality education 
across the country remains a key challenge. The percentage of children that complete basic education 
is decreasing and was only just above 40 per cent in 2019/2020.  
The latest evidence shows a decline in the prevalence of stunting, from 57% in 2016 (DHS 2016-2017) 
to 54.2% in 2019, according to the Joint Approach for Nutrition and Food Security Assessment 
(ENSNSAB, 2019) and to 52.2% as per the preliminary results of the SMART survey 2020.  A 
multisectoral approach to nutrition programming that also focuses on parenting practices and access to 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services contributed to this progress.  
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Burundi has good vaccination coverage with approximately 88% of children fully immunized (2020). 
Skilled assistance during childbirth stands at 89% in September 2021 (DHIS2), a decline from the 95%
 reported in 2019, mainly due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Nationally, an estimated 62% of the 
population have access to basic drinking water services, 46% to basic sanitation and 6% to hygiene 
(Joint Monitoring Programme 2021). Progress in this sector has been slow since the 1990s, when 
UNICEF started monitoring progress towards the development goals. 
Burundi is particularly vulnerable to climate change and is affected by natural disasters that cause 
significant human and material damage throughout the year, displacing families and children. In the 
last 12 months, Burundi has faced unprecedented floods. Some 85% of the country’s 115,981 
internally displaced persons are due to natural disasters, with children generally facing the brunt of 
these displacements. Repatriation of Burundian refugees continued in 2021, with some 169,098 people 
arriving and needing to be settled. Of those returning from Tanzania, 56% were children. The Burundi 
Humanitarian Response Plan identified 1.06 million people in need of humanitarian assistance of 
whom more than 600,000 are children. Some 515,1950 people including 262,749 children lack critical 
WASH services and 478,000, people need nutritional assistance, including 58,000 children under 5 
requiring treatment for severe acute malnutrition. 
As of 26 December, there were 26,999 officially confirmed cases of COVID-19 and only 14 official 
deaths. The number of cases remained surprisingly low; schools were never closed and the 
Government adopted vaccination as a response strategy only later in November 2021 and as such 
COVID-19 vaccination coverage rates remain low.  Some diseases with high epidemic potential 
remain prevalent across the country, including malaria, measles and cholera. The health system and 
facilities at community level remain fragile, and one fifth of the population lacks access to primary 
health care. 

Major contributions and drivers of results
In 2021, UNICEF Burundi organized a Strategic Moment of Reflection (SMR) to decide what 
programmes should be scaled-up and what programmatic adaptations would in turn be required. Three 
flagship areas emerged from the process: early childhood development (ECD); adolescents; and 
climate change adaptation. These are coupled with the continued delivery of results in sectoral 
programme areas and integration for acceleration of results. The SMR also agreed on a renewed focus 
on key change strategies including strengthening social protection and resilience/risk-informed 
programming; a cross-cutting approach to innovation; mainstreaming gender-transformative 
programming; continued adaptation to the challenges of COVID-19; and a cross-sectoral focus on 
community engagement, social and behaviour change and accountability to affected populations.  
 
Sound evidence generation (data collection and analysis), partnerships, advocacy and capacity 
development provided by UNICEF were key to the Government’s continued commitment on social 
sector financing. Despite the challenging economic situation created by COVID-19, the Government 
allocated 50.6% of its 2021/2022 budget to social sectors.
 
UNICEF continued to advocate for the adoption of the National Child Protection Code which was 
again delayed due to significant changes in the Government. UNICEF supported the Ministry of 
National Solidarity, Human Rights, Social Welfare and Gender in the development of a costed national 
strategy on street children which has been shared with key stakeholders and donors for 
implementation. UNICEF supported the roll-out of the National Child Protection Policy which outlines 
the roles and responsibilities of all child protection actors, thus improving the efficiency of the national 
child protection system.   
 
UNICEF continued to provide technical support for strengthening the capacities of government and 
civil society partners at central and decentralized levels to implement evidence-based interventions for 
the behaviour and social norms change necessary to achieve and sustain programmatic results. Two 
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studies being finalized – a comprehensive knowledge, attitudes and practices study and one focused on 
child discipline – will provide the necessary data and evidence to develop a comprehensive C4D 
strategy for the remainder of the programme cycle (2021-2023) with a focus on the three priority areas 
cited above. It will also provide the basis for a review and potential (re)prioritization of key family care 
practices. These framework documents will help guide the implementation of the national C4D 
strategy developed in 2020 for the National Development Plan.  

Emergency preparedness and response continue to be priorities given the risks linked to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, the political situation and chronic emergencies arising from natural disasters, 
displacements and epidemics. UNICEF and partners continued to support the Government to 
implement the COVID-19 response plan. Some 1,060,313 people were tested with 26,999 confirmed 
cases and 14 deaths (0.07%) reported from March to 26 December 2021. UNICEF through Swiss 
funds supported strengthening of eight health facilities for improving referral mechanisms and 
management of COVID-19 cases, and the development of the national plan for deployment of 
COVID-19 vaccines including the cold-chain component. 
 
1.1 ECD – ensuring every child has the best start to life, with a focus on the first 1,000 days
 

• The first multisectoral ECD action strategy for Burundi was developed with support from 
UNICEF. The multisectoral approach and multi-stakeholder involvement are needed to address 
the multifactorial causes of malnutrition and ensure a holistic approach to ECD. The ECD 
strategy was approved technically and is expected to be launched in early 2022. The strategy 
recognizes the necessity of nutrition-sensitive interventions (WASH, food system, social 
protection, education) to achieve at least 80% coverage and ensure an acceleration of pace in the 
elimination of all forms of malnutrition. 

• UNICEF conducted a cost-benefit analysis on ECD which revealed that for every dollar invested 
in ECD, Burundi would receive 23 dollars in return by 2050.  Investing in ECD would decrease 
under-5 mortality and stunting, preventing 377,423 additional child deaths and 13,325,854 cases 
of stunting by 2050. The analysis provides an evidence-based case for the investment in children 
and will be used to make recommendations on policies and financing options for budget 
discussions with the Government.

• Ongoing ECD interventions reached approximately 108,806 children under 5 in 20 of 48 health 
districts (56% of expected live births) with early stimulation and response. This included set-up 
for ECD spaces, distribution of ECD kits and integration of ECD in the promotion of key family 
care practices. Over 300,000 children in households targeted by the national cash transfer 
programme also benefited from complementary ECD-focused interventions. This integrated 
package has shown results in increasing food diversity, reducing stunting and anaemia, including 
through improved infant and young child feeding practices. 

• UNICEF was able to continue the birth registration campaign in 2021, with a focus on Kirundo, 
Cankuzo and Makamba provinces, owing to the indefinite extension of the waiver of a fine for 
late registration (charged 15 days after birth). Thanks to funding from UNICEF UK and ECHO, 
UNICEF and partners were able to support the issuance of birth certificates to 176,847 children 
(84,395 girls; 92,452 boys) ensuring that these children can access basic services such as health 
and education. UNICEF successfully advocated for changes in the law that would remove 
obstacles to birth registration such as the need for two witnesses and the 15-day limit for free 
birth registration. The Ministry of Interior, Community development and Public Security has set 
up a review committee which will work through 2022 to draft changes.

• UNICEF is a major partner in the preprimary subsector, providing 78,000 preprimary-aged 
children with access to quality education (39,335 girls) including the most vulnerable children 
(refugees, internally displaced, most deprived children. Partnering with ODEDIM (Organisation 
Diocésaine pour l’Entraide et le Développement Intégral de Muyinga), UNICEF built fully 
equipped preschool classrooms in Muyinga and Kirundo provinces. UNICEF provided technical 
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and financial support to create teaching and learning materials (Kerebuka booklet, the National 
Preschool Programme and Methodology Guide). These materials were implemented in 1,250 
preschool centres hosting 61,000 children (30,620 girls) and 720 teachers in 12 provinces.

• Maternal and child health and nutrition remain an issue of great concern in Burundi. UNICEF 
supported the coordination, planning and implementation of high-impact health and nutrition 
interventions, focusing on improved coverage and monitoring and evaluation. Under the 
convening of UNICEF and UNWOMEN, a  successful high-level advocacy event – the National 
Forum for Women Leaders – was organized by the UN (UNICEF, WHO, UNWOMEN, UNDP, 
WFP, FAO and UNFPA), the World Bank and the Government in August 2021. The event 
launched by the President of the Republic and attended by the First Ladies of Burundi and Niger, 
was aimed at rallying women leaders in the fight against all forms of Malnutrition.  A 
declaration with key recommendations was signed by the First Lady and a road map to 
implement them will be developed, implemented, monitored and progress evaluated yearly.

• Advocacy by UNICEF and other partners was pivotal to the Government’s decision to increase 
the 2021-2022 budget allocation for immunization from $400,000 to $1,000,000. An Effective 
Vaccine Management assessment conducted in August 2021 gave an overall national score of 
84%, above the recommended threshold and annual target of 80% (and an increase from 64% for 
the previous assessment in 2016). With the contribution of UNICEF, 64% of health districts 
have at least 80% coverage of three doses of DTP-containing vaccine for children under 1 year 
and 88% of children under 1 year received three doses of pentavalent (DTP- containing vaccine), 
below the annual target of 98%. A nationwide cold-chain inventory showed that 98% 
refrigerators were functional and 97% of them had an electronic continuous temperature 
monitoring system.

 
1.2 Ensuring every child grows up in a healthy environment and can learn  
 

• Ensuring school continuity and facilitating an exceptionally nationwide Back to school 
campaign

• To maintain gains in access and retention, schools have been operating normally despite the 
COVID pandemic. UNICEF successfully supported a nationwide Back-to-school campaign, 
providing school supplies to 2,585,653 students (1,310,847 girls) and didactic materials to their 
38,000 teachers. The campaign, which in recent years has focused on six provinces, helped to 
broaden access to education and foster school retention for vulnerable children whose families 
were affected by the economic impact of COVID-19. 

• Thanks to UNICEF work with WHO and the Ministry of Education and its partners, awareness 
campaigns were rolled out at the onset of the pandemic alongside testing for students. UNICEF 
set up handwashing stations and distributed hygiene kits to 767,970 students from 1,219 schools, 
including 391,665 girls. Coupled with the Back-to-School campaign, these interventions 
contributed to ensuring continuity of education.  

• Access to water, sanitation and hygiene: As of end-December, 296,874 persons (49,459 boys; 
51,478 girls; 99,928 women and 96,009 men) are using improved basic sanitation services 
against 500,000 planned (59% achievement). Over 296,800 persons have access to basic hygiene 
services and 58,430 others have access to limited hygiene services. Furthermore, 52,984 children 
under 5 live in households with basic sanitation and hygiene services in province Ngozi where 
chronic malnutrition prevalence rate is high. 

• Ensuring continued access to essential protection services as well as referral mechanisms: 
UNICEF in collaboration with Social Action for Development set up 32 child-friendly spaces in 
Bujumbura rural, Rumonge, Nyanza Lac and Cibitoke where 31,958 children (12,783 boys and 
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19,175 girls) were able to access recreational activities, counselling, referral services and life-
skills training. With support from the Global Partnership for Education on COVID-19 
prevention and response, UNICEF in partnership with Platform for Interveners in Psychosocial 
Support was able to reach 330,088 children (171,646 boys and 158,442 girls) and 1,342 teachers 
(613 female and 729 male) in 210 schools. In total UNICEF was able to deliver critical 
protection services to 570,507 vulnerable children (302,960 girls; 267,547 boys) in humanitarian 
situations, an increase from 166,638 children in 2020.

 
1.3 Adolescents – ensuring every child from 10-19 years old has the opportunities to succeed

• Education and learning opportunities: UNICEF increased adolescent learning opportunities 
through scaling-up  the skills-building, targeting out-of-school adolescents using an innovative 
blended learning approach (mix of digital platforms and in-person sessions facilitated by trained 
peer educators). UNICEF updated and digitized the skills curriculum and introduced tablets in 
10 provinces, empowering 177,260 adolescents (75,199 girls; 99,443 boys). UNICEF has 
provided an additional 54,444  adolescents (23,415 girls; 31,029 boys) with access to 
knowledge, information and messaging, resulting in meaningful engagement of 93,621 (31,125 
girls;  59,878 boys) adolescents on issues related to agriculture, climate change, WASH and 
health.

 
• Innovative thinking: UNICEF Burundi successfully scaled up the implementation of UpShift to 

foster innovation among adolescents. Some 53,814 adolescents (30,722 girls; 23,092 boys) were 
skilled with competencies to identify community problems and develop innovative solutions to 
address them. To accompany these youth innovators, UNICEF supported the establishment of 
five innovation labs, enabling 5,940 adolescents (2,900 girls; 3,040 boys) to access 
comprehensive information and resources to improve their innovative community projects and 
livelihoods. 

 
• Generation Unlimited (“GenU”):  This global multisectoral partnership – created to meet the 

urgent need for expanded education, skill development, employment and engagement 
opportunities for young people aged 10–24 years – was introduced in Burundi in December 2020 
with the ambition to support every young person to thrive in the world of work and become 
productive problem solvers and engaged members of society. . Through a series of consultations 
with government, multilateral partners, private sector and youth organizations, GenU started to 
map initiatives on skilling and entrepreneurship. The governing body of the partnership is under 
establishment, paving the road towards the official launch in Burundi in 2022. 

 
1.4 Climate Change – protecting children and adolescents from the worst impacts
Burundi is particularly vulnerable to climate change and is affected by natural disasters that cause 
significant human and material damage throughout the year. Climate change can negatively affect the 
sustainability, quality and affordability of systems and services, impacting previous investments in 
WASH, health, nutrition and education. As such, UNICEF Burundi has begun to adopt an increasingly 
resilient approach to climate change in all its programming. 

• The effects of climate change – flooding, droughts and landslides – were the main cause of 
displacement of 115,981 people in 2021. 

• UNICEF responded quickly to flood-affected areas of Gatumba, providing emergency sanitation, 
hygiene and safe water to the affected region, ensuring that 18,500 women and adolescent girls 
were able to manage their periods with dignity through the distribution of menstrual hygiene 
management kits. 

• UNICEF extended and strengthened the urban water network in Bujumbura which now covers 
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the peri-urban areas of Gatumba, including one camp with climate refugees. The construction of 
two boreholes has increased water production capacity, rehabilitated and extended existing water 
supply network providing sustainable water access to affected community in IDPs in camp and 
host communities benefitting over 94,000 persons.

• UNICEF engaged in the nationally determined contribution process and was successful in 
introducing important sectors for children, such as health, education and WASH. It also 
established relations with key actors in Government and other climate actors.

• The country office launched a study on the impacts of climate change on water, sanitation and 
hygiene systems to ensure risk-based programming; this study will provide an understanding of 
how WASH services, behaviours and infrastructure may be affected by major climate risks, 
ensuring that they are sustainable, safe, and resilient.

• In 2021, 3,645 additional households benefited from Project Lumière compared to 5,820 
households in 2020. The project provides rechargeable lamps that are sold in the community by 
solidarity groups, in a climate sensitive way. 

• UNICEF piloted solar-powered kiosks as an income-generating activity for solidarity groups in 
Ngozi province, with promising results. The kiosk provides the community with access to public 
secretarial services, a hair salon and a public hall where children can do their homework in the 
evening. These projects have the potential to be scaled up in remote communities where access 
to electricity is not possible.  UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education to roll out 
CREATABLE, a gender-responsive project focusing on entrepreneurship through STEM and 
climate change adaptation and mitigation; 577 pupils (331 girls and a person living with 
disability) from 10 provinces were trained in building rocket stove that reduce the utilization of 
wood for cooking and a water purification system using solar energy. Some of these students are 
now earning money to finance their studies by building rocket stoves for their communities. 

• Construction continued to be an essential pillar of UNICEF work in Burundi, particularly in 
terms of building and equipping health centres and schools. Significant funding from the Global 
Partnership for Education (GPE) for schools and from the Government of Switzerland for 
community hospitals accelerated progress in this area: 20 classrooms were built/rehabilitated in 
three schools, three health districts were strengthened thanks to the new buildings constructed 
for offices and warehouses, and 44 health centres were powered by solar energy in 2021. 
Innovative approaches to offer young people the opportunity to work in construction have been 
incorporated into supplier contracts. UNICEF modified the design of latrines constructed in 
flooded area of the school considering the risk of future flooding. As such the latrine were raised 
up to maximum level that prevent flooding.  All construction projects are climate-resilient and 
accessible to people with disabilities.
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UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships
In 2021, UNICEF Burundi continued to strengthen partnerships to establish agendas and set strategies 
for ECD, climate change, social protection, public finance and child poverty. UNICEF continued close 
collaboration with the United Nations country team, office of the Resident Coordinator, the 
Government, donors and CSOs while also starting new partnerships with the private sector in Burundi. 
A few key activities are mentioned below.
 

• UNICEF obtained high-level commitment to strengthen the national response against all forms 
of malnutrition focused on a multisectoral ECD approach, through collaboration with 
Government, Office of the first lady, SUN Secretariat, UN agencies FAO, WFP, UNFPA, 
UNWOMEN and World Bank.   

• UNICEF conducted a private sector mapping to launch Generation Unlimited, helping gather 
insights into potential sectors and partners in country (telecom, manufacturing, textile, IT, 
banking, industry). 

• UNICEF Australia and Finch partnered with UNICEF Burundi to launch CREATABLE, 
providing a platform for entrepreneurship through STEM, climate change adaptation and 
mitigation.

• UNICEF worked with the Supreme Audit Institution to analyse the 2016 and 2017 budget 
regulation and reporting laws, including the analysis of the 2021/2022 budget bill. UNICEF 
continues to work closely with the Ministry of Finance and the University of Burundi to conduct 
budget analyses.

• UNICEF, UNDP and UNCDF partnered within the framework of the SDG Fund in support of 
the Ministry of Finance to advance the public finance agenda including evidence generation and 
capacity building. 

• UNICEF joined the Steering Committee of the Multi-partner trust fund (MPTF) established for 
Burundi, serving as technical lead for the first joint programme on nutrition channeled through 
this mechanism.

• The office is fully compliant with harmonized approaches to cash transfers programmatic 
assurance requirements. Mechanisms for effective partnership management processes continued 
to be strengthened through the Partnership Review Committee mechanism, with 43 partnership 
cooperation agreements have been signed since 2019.

• UNDP and UNICEF supported the Government in conducting a diagnosis of national evaluation 
capacities, which includes the action plan for capacity development for the period 2022-2023, 
providing the basis to strengthen national monitoring and evaluation culture.

• UNICEF extended its partnership with Civil Protection under the Ministry of Public Security, 
the Burundian Red Cross and OCHA on its humanitarian response including for displaced 
people in Gatumba. 

• UNICEF worked with the Department of Corrections Office, National Cell of Judicial Protection 
of Childhood on the child-friendly justice system and the Judicial Training Centre (CFPJ) to 
provide training for justice actors.

• Thanks to funding from USAID, UNICEF in partnership with IOM and others, ensured access to 
basic services, medical care, temporary emergency shelter, legal assistance, community-based 
reintegration and psychosocial support to 1,618 victims (787 girls, 831 boys) of violence, abuse 
and exploitation and an additional 3,087 children (1,387 girls, 1,710 boys) impacted by violence, 
including victims of child trafficking. An additional 13,320 people including 7,230 children were 
sensitized on child trafficking. This focus on trafficking contributed to the United States 
Government lowering Burundi from Tier 3 to Tier 2 in its 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report.

Lessons Learned and Innovations
Evidence-based advocacy 
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• The Government's decision to increase its budgetary allocation for immunization from $400,000 
to $1 million demonstrates the power of evidence-based advocacy backed by technical expertise. 
Based on the success of the Burundi Adolescent Investment Case in placing adolescents at the 
center of programming, UNICEF developed an investment case for ECD which will be bolstered 
by the expected adoption of the national ECD strategy. 

• UNICEF supported the Government in implementing the pilot national cash transfer programme 
(Merankabandi) combining cash transfers with complementary interventions to improve 
maternal and child health.   The documentation of initial results show that the level of stunting 
among beneficiaries is 12 points lower than in the control group, thanks to adoption of good 
nutrition practices. UNICEF’s engagement contributed to the successful negotiation of a grant 
from the World Bank for $150 million for a second phase. UNICEF also mobilized 3.5 million 
Euro from the Government of Belgium to consolidate the ECD approach to ensure that 
households are fully independent before the programme's end, and to provide further guidance 
and modellng for the next phase.

• As the lead agency for the education sector, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education 
generating evidence on out-of-school children and evaluating the education system reform. The 
results served as a reference for the education sector analysis and next ten-year sector plan. Two 
other studies are underway: the national strategy for inclusive education and the feasibility study 
on systematically setting up preschool classrooms in each basic education school. These efforts 
have been key to successful resource mobilization for the sector (ECHO, Education Cannot 
Wait).

Community-based approaches for improved resilience
In Burundi, UNICEF works with a wide range of solidarity groups (SG) across all sectors. A study on 
the solidarity groups documented their different approaches, which will allow the review and potential 
harmonization of approaches in 2022. Key results and lessons to date are included below.

• Community-based savings and loan groups focused on child protection increased from 4,157 in 
2019 to 5,590 in 2021. The SG supported 208,043 vulnerable children (109,112 girls; 98,931 
boys) and orphans to enroll in school, receive food, clothing and other services. The solidarity 
groups facilitated access to good parenting training for 100,443 parents (55,823 mothers; 44,620 
fathers). Anecdotal evidence indicates a reduction of child rights violations in 2021 due to 
increased parental knowledge. The parenting training for solidarity groups created a multiplier 
effect on messaging on children’s issues, whose members, in turn, reached out to other parents 
in their communities with information on good parenting.   

• The role of SGs in improving adolescent employment and access to social and financial assets 
was strengthened; 2,304 solidarity groups provided loans to their members accumulating 
financial capital of almost 400 million Burundian francs (equivalent to $210,500). In addition, as 
online platforms have limited reach, peer education remains a key channel to reach marginalized 
adolescents when introducing an online platform. With a digital platform facilitating self-
learning, adolescents need external moderation and peer interactions to maximize their learning 
experiences. 

• UNICEF also worked with SG to support 5,000 households and 22,224 children (11,743 girls; 
10,481 boys) displaced due to floods in Gatumba. SG serve as the entry point for a package of 
interventions (income generation, sanitation and hygiene, nutrition, protection/gender-based 
violence) and are provided with a one-time lump sum cash transfer. This approach is an example 
of the humanitarian-development nexus as it focuses on enhancing resilience, enabling children 
and their families to cope with and recover from the shock.

 
New partnerships 

• ECD – Nutrition: the high-level National Forum for Women Leaders, attended by the President, 
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government officials, donors, ambassadors and other officials, demonstrated the Government’s 
commitment to the fight against all forms of malnutrition. The declaration with key 
recommendations signed by the First Lady will be followed by a road map for implementation.

• UNICEF supported the National Commission for Human Rights in convening four workshops 
with parliamentarians and senators on child rights issues. Training on child protection and early 
marriage was provided to senators and parliamentarians, to equip them with knowledge on the 
development of child-friendly policies.  Concrete recommendations were identified for follow-
up by all key stakeholders.

• To support the launch of Generation-Unlimited, UNICEF mapped the private sector landscape in 
Burundi. An initial meeting convened by UNICEF gathered 19 leaders from the private sector, 
government, youth organizations and development partners. In 2022, UNICEF Burundi will 
expand engagement with the private sector through the roll-out of the Business for Results 
capacity-building programme, which will help identify programmatic areas where UNICEF can 
collaborate most effectively with the private sector. 

 
The relevance of innovation and digital technology to fragile contexts 

• UNICEF Burundi is developing an electronic platform for COVID-19 testing and vaccination. 
This new digital- application will monitor vaccinations and testing in real time, contributing to 
better adherence to vaccination and enabling adequate follow-up actions if needed.

• The COVID-19 pandemic challenged UNICEF to find the best strategy for sustained delivery of 
the skills development programme and behaviour change communications ensuring 
programmatic quality and efficiency. RapidPro was used for real-time data collection and mass 
communication with targeted end-users; 56,000 beneficiaries of the Merankabandi cash transfer 
programme received messages about financial management and maternal and child health.  In 
addition, a nationwide U-Report enrollment campaign registered 68,000 adolescents and young 
people (a 75% increase), allowing them to voice their concerns and receive life-saving 
information. 

• UNICEF explored blended learning approaches to increase adolescent learning opportunities. In 
collaboration with partners, the curriculum was digitized, compiled a wide range of additional 
digital learning materials, making them available through preloaded SD cards accessible at youth 
centres via 1,000 tablets. 

• To promote community-driven innovation, UNICEF supported partners to fast-track the 
adaptation and scale-up of Upshift from 25 adolescents in 2019 to 54,444 in 10 provinces in 
2021. UpShift equips adolescents with skills to identify community issues and collaboratively 
design innovative solutions. 

• Furthermore, UNICEF has adopted an innovative and sustainable approach focused on 
increasing resilience to address recurrent natural disasters response in the WASH sector in the 
areas of Gatumba and Maramvya Sobel and in schools nation-wide.
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