
Update on the context and situation of children
Argentina is an upper-middle-income country with a US$8,930 gross national income per capita in 
2020 and a score of 0.845 on the Human Development Index in 2019 (ranked 46 out of 189 countries). 
It is a federal country, with a centralized State developing norms and policies while social- and child-
related competencies are decentralized at subnational levels.

Argentina’s gross domestic product (GDP) decreased by 0.6% on average from 2011–2020 (due to 
yearly booms and busts from 2011–2018 and recession during 2018–2020, with a decrease of 9.9% in 
2020 due to COVID-19), but recovered slightly in 2021, with an expected growth of 9.7% (not enough 
to return GDP to pre-2020 levels). Public investment to counteract the crisis led to a primary fiscal 
deficit of 6.3% in 2020 and an expected 4.3% by December 2021. Local currency depreciated by 
around 20% against the USD in 2021, and inflation accelerated from 36.1% in 2019 to 51.2% by 
November 2021. The government gross debt reached 102.8% of GDP in 2020; however, an agreement 
was reached to restructure public debt in foreign currency. The unemployment rate decreased to 9.6% 
in the second trimester of 2021, the lowest since 2020.

In the first semester of 2021, 54.9% of children lived in monetary poverty and 43.7% in 
multidimensional poverty. In October 2021, 62% of households with children still faced income 
reductions compared to pre-COVID-19.

To address the situation, the government continued strengthening the social protection system to reach 
800,000 children without coverage (e.g., reducing the number of years required for migrants to receive 
Universal Child Allowance (AUH), or eliminating the maximum limit of children per family). The 
government also used other measures to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on child poverty: 
suspension of certification of AUH health and education conditionalities (paused since 2020), 
expansion of the Tarjeta Alimentar (Food Card) from age 6 to 14 years, and a real increase in the 
amount provided by Family Allowances. However, in 2021 the Emergency Family Income (IFE), 
received by 42% of households with children by October 2020, and the Emergency Assistance to 
Work and Production (ATP) were discontinued. Nevertheless, in November 2020, REPRO II filled 
ATP’s void by helping struggling businesses to maintain jobs. Argentina invested 7% of GDP in 
public policies for children in 2019.

Early childhood development (ECD) services are lacking in many vulnerable contexts, particularly for 
younger children. Only 19% of children aged 0–3 years accessed childcare and education services in 
2019–2020. In addition, only half of workers have access to maternity/paternity leave, due to a system 
that fails to contemplate all families and does not cover all care-related needs. Early childhood is the 
group struggling the most to recover from negative pandemic effects: by October 2021, half of 
households with children up to 6 years of age reported modifications in their food habits, 42% in 
sleeping habits and 24% in communication problems, with no improvements compared with 2020.

COVID-19 added to pre-existing challenges in education: despite progress in secondary school 
enrolment prior to the pandemic, only 50% of students entering this level managed to complete school. 
Many final-year high-school students lacked basic knowledge in mathematics (71%) and language 
(38%).

The return to in-person classes in 2021 generated improvements in adolescents’ socioemotional well-
being (from 33% reporting feeling anguished and 25% scared in May 2021, to 16% and 8%, 
respectively, in October 2021), as well as in household organization and women’s overload. However, 
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the previous in-person class suspension (for around 79 weeks) had lasting effects on children´ learning 
outcomes: increased school dropout (in April 2020, 10% of adolescents aged 13–17 were not attending 
school), and intensification of previous inequalities, as learning experiences were impacted by 
household access to ICT resources and internet, school conditions or students’ characteristics (e.g., 
14% of children aged 5–17 years have a disability). 

There were improvements in health checks (non-compliance fell from 42% of households with 
children in October 2020 to 17% in October 2021) and compulsory vaccinations (non-compliance 
declined from 20% to 4% in the same period). Pre-COVID-19, Argentina already showed high 
adolescent suicide rates (6.5 per 100,000 in 2017–2019). Unintended teenage pregnancies represent a 
risk: in 2019, 11.5% of births were from mothers younger than 19 (7 out of 10 reported pregnancies as 
unintended). Each year, almost 2,000 girls and teenagers under 15 have babies, often associated with 
sexual abuse. In many parts of the country, there are few health services with adequate quality and 
confidentiality to serve adolescents.

Food insecurity and malnutrition in all its forms pose challenges. In the first half of 2020, 16.8% 
(around 2.2 million) of children aged 0–17 years lived in extreme poverty (households with incomes 
below the cost of the basic food basket). In October 2021, 40% of households with children reported 
they stopped buying some food items due to income constraints. In 2018–2019, 41% of children aged 
5–17 were overweight or obese. 

Despite the legal framework on violence, in 2019–2020 59.4% of children under age 15 experienced 
violent treatment within their families (either psychological or physical) and 10.5% of women aged 
18–49 reported suffering sexual abuse during their childhood. During COVID-19 this was a cause of 
concern, due to the increase in anger and arguments in households. The return of face-to-face 
interactions with teachers, health and child protection services made it easier to detect maltreatment 
and abuse. 

In 2020, there were 9,154 children under age 18 without parental care who lived under institutional or 
family care, with violence and maltreatment in their households the main reason cited by most 
provinces for family separation (SENNAF & UNICEF, forthcoming). On the positive side, the Unique 
Nominal Registration (RUN), which systematizes rights protection measures, has been implemented in 
18 provinces.

The national Juvenile Justice System continues to be inconsistent with the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, leaving room for judges’ discretionary interventions. In 2020 there were 5,104 adolescents 
in conflict with the law, including custodial and non-custodial measures.

Major contributions and drivers of results
In 2021, Argentina experienced yet another extraordinary year, marked by a complex socioeconomic 
situation, elections with high polarization and the continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
programmatic terms, it was also a 'hybrid' year: while the pandemic continued to require great efforts 
to contain and reverse its adverse effects on children, there was also a need to address several urgent 
structural issues around children's rights on which action had slowed during 2020, as well as to keep 
society informed and committed to the child’s rights agenda. 
 
The volatile economic context, with significant devaluation and inflation, implied the need to innovate 
to maintain fundraising targets, while strengthening ICT mechanisms to ensure protection of 
cardholder data. Finally, 2021 was a year of transition between cooperation agreements, which 
required managing changes and adjustments in priorities, staffing and work dynamics.
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Some key achievements in efforts to contain and reverse the adverse effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic are:
·        UNICEF's contribution to accelerating the face-to-face return to school in safe conditions 
and in accordance with the different epidemiological moments of the pandemic. UNICEF strongly 
advocated for the reopening of schools by producing timely evidence on the impact of COVID-19 on 
children's education and disseminating the most recent international evidence. Argentina re-opened 
more than 90% of schools by the second semester of 2021. UNICEF also supported the Federal 
Council of Education in passing critical resolutions and developing a Federal Observatory, which 
produced periodic reports and systematized good practices around the return to school process. 
 
UNICEF promoted various initiatives to ensure that children in the most vulnerable conditions have 
connectivity, devices and pedagogical tools that guarantee their re-engagement with the educational 
process and the recovery and development of learning. The Tech-Rural Secondary School initiative 
grew to reduce out-of-school rural adolescents and PLaNEA program scaled up to enhance learning 
outcomes, transferable and digital skills in urban vulnerable contexts;  Juana Manso Federal Digital 
Platform was strengthened by designing an innovative teacher training programme to provide digital 
learning with pedagogical open resources, digital citizenship and computer science teacher training; 
two school connectivity pilot models were developed through the GenU partnership to bring solutions 
for 3,000 schools with more than 200,000 students in most isolated communities.  Finally, UNICEF 
contributed to strengthening the educational information system by consolidating a student-based 
dataset that will allow tracking of the academic path and foster education recovery.
 
·        Strengthening of the social protection system to alleviate the increase in poverty during the 
pandemic. UNICEF’s strategy was two-pronged: on one hand, the generation of evidence, advocacy 
and technical assistance to influence decisions at the highest political level and in parallel, direct 
actions through grassroots civil society organizations (CSOs) to guarantee essential nutrition, hygiene 
and access to services for more than 11,919 children/adolescents from 4,186 families in highly 
vulnerable conditions at 41 community kitchens in 18 provinces.

Highlights in evidence generation to inform advocacy and public policies are: 
·         Updated information on the multidimensional effects of the pandemic. Taking advantage of the 
Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey (MICS) fieldwork, three rapid assessments in 2020 and two in 2021
 were carried out. This information allowed UNICEF to position topics such as the socioeconomic, 
health and education impacts of the pandemic on households with children, the socioemotional impacts 
on early childhood and adolescence, the food security situation, the situation of childcare, the effects 
on women, and more. 
·         Study on the effect of COVID-19 on the mental health of children and adolescents.
·         Analysis on monetary and non-monetary poverty, focused on the determinants of the 
deprivations affecting the most vulnerable population groups.
·         Study on the economic impacts of COVID-19 from a child and gender perspective, which 
showed that the pandemic particularly affected female single-headed households with children.
·         Monitoring of the investment directed to children. The available open data allows for a close 
follow-up of the investment, including the efforts made to support households to cope with the 
negative effects of COVID-19.
·         External evaluation of the ‘Tarjeta Alimentar’ (Food Card), a main component of Argentina's 
Plan Against Hunger, representing 0.49% of the GDP in 2021.
 
This rich body of evidence allowed UNICEF to advocate at the highest levels, thus influencing several 
critical policy-level decisions for children: 
 
·         Expansion of AUH to 1 million children without coverage
·         Suspension of AUH conditionalities’ certification in 2020 and 2021
·         Expansion in value and coverage of the Tarjeta Alimentar, increasing its budget to US$250 
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billion in 2021 (0.57% of GDP), to target 4 million children up to 14 years of age.
·         Strengthening of the National Social Security Administration (ANSES) outreach field operations 
to include eligible children living in vulnerable, scattered rural areas
·         Expansion of social protection coverage for children with disabilities through the Disability 
Certificate reached more than 1,500 people
·         Promotion of access to community-based mental health services, focused on children and 
adolescents

In terms of direct support, the continuity of the alliance with the grassroots organization ‘La Poderosa’, 
which has a significant presence in slums countrywide, allowed UNICEF to provide direct food and 
hygiene assistance to children and families and develop the capacity of communities and field workers. 
This alliance also led UNICEF to expand its territorial scope – with a greater reach in highly 
vulnerable population groups – and to understand the real situation in the field. Finally, the alliance has 
provided the country office with a strong tool for communications and resource mobilization purposes.
 
·        Contribution to strengthening the cold chain and restoring the regular vaccination 
coverage among children. COVID-19 negatively impacted the coverage of the regular vaccination 
scheme for children. UNICEF, jointly with the Ministry of Health (MoH), identified the quality of the 
cold chain and behavioural barriers as two significant challenges for vaccination – both regular as well 
as COVID-19. Consequently, UNICEF provided supplies (5,000 vaccine carriers and 5,000 cold boxes 
for 5,000 vaccination points throughout the country), technical assistance to strengthen the cold chain 
circuits and launched the vaccination campaign #VACUNACCION to build confidence and restore 
immunization coverage.
 
One of the urgent structural issues on the agenda of children's rights (action towards which was 
paused during 2020), among others, was the reduction of overweight, obesity and diet-related non-
communicable diseases. In 2021, the interagency advocacy work among UNICEF, the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the technical 
assistance targeted to CSOs and parliamentarians and the evidence generated by UNICEF represented 
a significant contribution that led to the enactment by Congress of the Law on Promotion of 
Healthy Eating (‘Front of Package Labeling (FOPL) Law’). While the bill was under discussion in 
Parliament, UNICEF generated evidence and developed a strong advocacy strategy to contribute to the 
debate, by presenting the results of the study ‘Exposure of children and adolescents to digital food 
marketing’, and by conducting the fifth meeting targeted at parliamentarians to encourage evidence-
based legislation. Moreover, as a leading voice, UNICEF played a significant role in media advocacy – 
including social media – an essential asset to increase policymaker and public buy-in for FOPL. At the 
same time, UNICEF continued strengthening the organizational capacity of the National Coalition to 
Prevent Obesity in Children and Adolescents, bringing together more than 50 CSOs that actively 
advocated for FOPL Law. After the law was approved, UNICEF was summoned by the MoH to be 
part, together with government agencies and PAHO, of the working group, to develop the 
implementation regulations.

Another critical issue in the children's rights agenda has been the availability of sufficient and 
accurate information regarding children at risk. UNICEF supported institutional capacities of child 
protection agencies to strengthen their information systems to produce and analyse relevant data 
that support public policies and better interventions in cases of children's rights violations. An 
important example is the consolidation of the Case Management System (RUN) in 19 provinces and 
the interaction between RUN and other provincial systems to obtain consolidated information for the 
whole country. In addition, UNICEF generated and published, in partnership with SENAF, new data 
about children in alternative care and the situation of adolescents in conflict with the law, to promote 
more robust programmes and policies reforms. Also, in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice, 
UNICEF produced evidence on violence against children (VAC) based on the national helpline 
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services, allowing disaggregated data on family VAC, published in the annual factsheet. Finally, in the 
last round of MICS, data regarding VAC by parents and sexual VAC in the country were collected, 
showing: (1) a reduction in the use of VAC by parents (by 10%) despite the remaining high levels 
(almost 60% of households use violent discipline methods); and (2) worrisome data about sexual VAC 
in the country (1 in 10 adult women report having been abused as a child).
 
One of the main concerns raised by adolescents, which worsened during the pandemic, was the lack 
of opportunities to express their concerns and solve problems that affect them. This is why 
UNICEF promoted several initiatives and campaigns for adolescents to exercise their right to 
active participation, on topics such as climate change, gender-based violence, mental health and 
online risks (cyberbullying, grooming and hate speech). The partnerships with adolescent and 
youth organizations, and campaigns generated for this audience, allowed UNICEF to double the reach 
compared with the previous year. In addition to the growth in terms of surveys and participation in 
initiatives such as U-Report and RapDigital, in 2021 there was also a substantial increase in the 
number of followers under 24 years of age in social networks, who interacted with the organization's 
content, due to the growth of actions segmented to this population group. Moreover, UNICEF 
strengthened strategies related to adolescents participation in formal spaces as Health Councils, Gen-U 
initiative, CRC preassessment as well as in advocacy actions with decision-makers (such as the youth-
led climate change action for the sanctioning of the wetland law, and during the COP26, where the 
Argentine Youth Advocate Nicole Becker interviewed the UN Secretary General).
 
An additional effort was made to keep society informed and committed to the child’s rights 
agenda. By generating relevant and timely evidence, alliances and awareness raising initiatives, 
UNICEF positioned itself as a reliable source and achieved important progress in mobilization, 
engagement and commitment of society for children and adolescents’ rights. Some of the main 
examples are: 
·        The strategy to advocate for the return of face-to-face classes in a safe environment, with more 
than 38 million accounts reached and 345,235 engagements on social media.
·        The communicational support for the arrival of five shipments of COVAX vaccines (more than 2
 million accounts reached/47,500 engagements) together with the delivery of 10,000 cold boxes to 
maintain the cold chain of the routine immunization (5.5 million accounts reached/29,000 
engagements).
·        The dissemination of the reports of the surveys on the pandemic's effects on children and their 
families and the central issues affecting children's rights: ‘Study on Mental Health’, ‘Rapid assessment 
4th and 5th rounds’, ‘Study on the effects of the pandemic on single-mother households’, ‘Monetary 
poverty and non-monetary deprivations in Argentina’, ‘Analysis of the 2022 budget in Argentina with 
a focus on children and adolescents’, ‘Map of Initial Education in Argentina Starting points for an 
equity agenda for early childhood’, among others.
·        The strategy to advocate for the final endorsement of the Healthy Eating Law, with the 
participation of civil society, United Nations agencies (PAHO/WHO and FAO), and influencers (1.7 
million accounts reached on social media)
·        The local dissemination of the global Changing Childhood Project's results, showing the different 
views between generations on issues related to the economy, the environment and new technologies. 
·        The celebration of the 30th anniversary of Un Sol para los Chicos, the oldest and main charitable 
telethon in Argentina. In alliance with Eltrece TV station, UNICEF ran a six-hour live TV show to 
inform audiences about the situation of children and UNICEF's work in the country and worldwide, 
and to raise funds. 
·        The 75th anniversary of the UNICEF celebration at the Teatro Colón, an iconic theatre in Buenos 
Aires, with the attendance of key government stakeholders, child advocates and high-level private 
sector representatives. 
 
The volatile economic context continued to be a challenge in 2021; this made it necessary to develop 
various innovations to maintain fundraising levels, both in terms of the individual giving plan and 
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corporate alliances. As a result of all these efforts, in 2021, income raised in Local Currency (LC) 
grew 25% -from 2020 AR$1.473 million to 2021 AR$1.842 million, guarantying local funding needs 
and contributions to Regular Resources and Regional Thematic Fund. Furthermore, UNICEF also 
engaged with business stakeholders towards the CPD priorities and UNICEF Business for Results 
global strategy.

Following recommendations from the previous CPD evaluation and the Real Time Assessment of 
UNICEF’s response to COVID-19, intersectorality, the territorial approach and the active 
involvement of the different social actors have been selected by the Argentina country office as 
central strategies to achieve more comprehensive, accurate and sustainable results during the recently 
begun Country Programme. In 2021, UNICEF implemented these strategies, which will be 
consolidated throughout the Country Programme period. Additionally, the country office defined the 
planning and monitoring structure to allow results-based management. The CPD planning process was 
an opportunity to redesign and implement a new organizational structure to respond to the new 
programme priorities and to improve the workload distribution. 
 
Cognizant that changes such as a new Country Programme Management Plan (CPMP), added to the 
protracted COVID-19 situation (in which the team worked mostly remotely, with a dual remote-
voluntary office-based possible only since September), may have an impact on staff, management 
continued to prioritize staff well-being and a safe and healthy working environment. Throughout 
the year, management worked closely with the local staff association to continue supporting staff by 
providing the necessary tools, equipment and support to deal with the new normal, better manage their 
personal and professional lives and accompany them through the process of change that the new 
CPD/CPMP entailed. A new plan to promote a healthy working environment was implemented to 
respond to the priorities emerging from the Pulse Survey and from the regular local surveys realized 
throughout the year. In addition, coaching and stress counselling were made available and staff were 
encouraged to take advantage of their services.
 
Finally, special attention was put in the implementation of UNICEF Prevention of Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) policy. All UNICEF staff were trained; 48 assessments were 
conducted to evaluate the risk level of implementing partners, and support was provided to develop 
and implement action plans to reduce the risk level when required, including training. 

Page 6  of  9

Page 6  of  9



UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships
Collaborations with other United Nations funds, agencies and programmes brought important results 
during 2021, including:
 
The inter-agency programme SDG Fund (led by UNICEF with United Nations Development 
Programme, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and 
International Labour Organization supported national authorities, as well as four provinces (Salta, 
Entre Ríos, Mendoza and Córdoba), to strenghten and implement comprehensive early childhood 
policies. Technical assistance was provided to (1) update their diagnosis on early childhood from a 
cross-sectoral perspective, (2) define goals for 2022 and 2023, (3) carry out costing exercises, (4) train 
managers of ECD services, (5) raise awareness among vulnerable families on nurturing care practices 
and parenting, and (6) implement capacity-building strategies for care workers to address the 
socioemotional effects of the pandemic on children.
 
The GEN U public-private initiative committed 43 high-level stakeholders to develop public goods to 
enhance schools, reaching 340,000 adolescents living in vulnerable areas. In 2021, GEN U: (1) 
expanded the multisectoral platform, (2) produced knowledge to accelerate the equity education 
agenda by implementing two alternative school-connectivity solutions  and (3) strengthened the 
educational information system by consolidating a student-based dataset.
 
In collaboration with the Spotlight initiative for the prevention and eradication of gender-based 
violence and femicide, UNICEF supported the National Team of Lawyers for sexual abuse and forced 
pregnancy, and strengthened the coordination among national and local services (child welfare, health, 
education and justice, among others) for a more comprehensive response to children as victims. These 
results included 11 provinces and involved 252 decision-makers and 565 co-workers from different 
services and agencies.
 
The joint advocacy work among PAHO/WHO, FAO and UNICEF was successful in achieving 
enactment of the Healthy Eating Law. UNICEF partnered with MoH and PAHO in the receipt of 
COVAX COVID-19 vaccines, highlighting the importance of equitable access to vaccines.
 
UNICEF acted as managing agent of the United Nations common premises, including offering 
common back-office services, in particular ICT and administration, with cost savings. The UNICEF 
representative served as the United Nations Local Vaccine Coordinator and the office had a critical 
role in the United Nations COVID-19 vaccination campaign for all United Nations staff and 
dependents in Argentina. Furthermore, UNICEF served as chair of the United Nations Local Salary 
Committee, ensuring timely local salary adjustments in the context of high inflation and currency 
devaluation in the country.
UNICEF strengthened several other alliances to advance CPD results, with national, provincial and 
municipal government authorities, judicial authorities, academia, CSOs, the private sector, youth 
organizations and media (see details in Outputs report). Especially noteworthy is the collaboration with 
youth movements, through which the country office supported adolescents and youth to position the 
issues of primary concern to them and to strengthen their voice in the public debate. Similarly, 
engagement with the private sector allowed strategic financial and non-financial relationships, securing 
high incomes and political and technical support for UNICEF work in Argentina and globally, with 
unrestricted resources.

Lessons Learned and Innovations
Municipality United for Children and Adolescents (MUNA)
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Poverty affects 54.9% of children in Argentina (as of the first half of 2021); however, it is not 
distributed evenly across the national territory. Extreme child poverty is concentrated in 17% of the 
country's municipalities, where nearly two million children and adolescents live. A further 10% of 
municipalities, with more than 500,000 inhabitants, are home to 70% of poor children and adolescents 
(9.3 million). The capacity of the municipalities to guarantee rights differs, and the compensatory 
capacity of the provinces and the national government is insufficient.
 
For this reason, UNICEF decided to focus its support on these territories through the Municipality 
United for Children and Adolescents (MUNA) initiative . Its purpose is to offer technical assistance 
and incentives to local governments to design, implement and monitor public interventions aimed at 
improving the quality of life of children, to improve coordination among different levels of 
government and to strengthen municipal management capacities. 
 
The strategy proposed by MUNA includes training, support and generation of resources for municipal 
teams to carry out self-diagnosis regarding the situation of children and adolescents in their territory 
and, subsequently, to develop, implement and monitor an action plan to respond to the main problems 
detected. UNICEF will design a certification system for the efforts made by each municipality, both in 
the initial stage (preparation of the action plan, at the end of the first year) and at the end point 
(verifiable progress over four years). MUNA implementation is carried out with the strategic support 
of the provincial governments and national government agencies and with the participation of non-
governmental actors present in each municipality.
 
As of 2021, the initial MUNA design stage has been completed and the initiative has been launched in 
four provinces (Entre Ríos, Jujuy, Salta and Santa Fe). Mayors of 31 municipalities signed Letters of 
Commitment and began to designate their teams. Local networks were established to promote 
exchange between municipal and provincial referents. Eleven thematic lines in relation to children’ 
rights were defined, and the development of the related training resources began. Finally, the training 
cycle in public management started, with the participation of more than 100 public officials.
 
In 2022, MUNA launches are expected in other provinces, to reach 70 municipalities. Also, face-to-
face meetings will be organized to consolidate the local networks and support the self-diagnosis 
process while continuing the training in public management. Lastly, further training resources will be 
developed, a virtual campus created and a ‘learning community’ promoted among municipalities.
 
The main challenges encountered so far were: 
1. the limitations to regular face-to-face contact with the participating municipalities, imposed by the 
epidemiological situation. A hybrid strategy was chosen to deal with this scenario. At the same time, 
progress was made in the agreement of work plans with the provincial governments to count, in the 
future, with professionals who carry out monitoring and support tasks to the municipalities within their 
province; 
2. the coordination of many actors (both internal and external) involved in the generation of thematic 
proposals. To overcome this challenge, clear general guidelines were defined, and a permanent 
communication with the different teams established; 
3. reaching political agreements to promote coordination between the provincial and municipal 
governments. In this case, it was decided to involve provincial authorities (including Governors) in the 
launch of the initiative and to institutionalize the role of provinces within the general MUNA scheme.
 
Alternative models of access to connectivity and appropriation of technologies in vulnerable 
educational communities.
 
The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the continuity of children and adolescent 
learning has revealed the marked heterogeneity and inequality in the country's availability of computer 
equipment and access to connectivity. In Argentina, a group of 5,600 schools has been identified in 

Page 8  of  9

Page 8  of  9



contexts and geographic locations where current connectivity solutions cannot reach.
In this framework, the multisectoral alliance Generación Única, led by UNICEF Argentina and 
accompanied by CAF and ILO, contributed to the expansion of internet access in educational 
communities with difficult access through the development of alternative models of connectivity and 
pedagogical appropriation of technologies. Furthermore, the alliance generated evidence to scale these 
or other connectivity solutions for all 5,600 educational institutions.
This innovation consists of:
 
-         The design and implementation of experimental models of alternative connectivity in rural and 
urban schools with difficult access.
-         The generation of evidence on its implementation for the modelling of experimental initiatives 
and the generation of proposals for universal internet access.
 
As part of the results achieved, the mapping study of alternative models of connectivity for schools 
with difficult access and their applications at an international level has been published. Two tools have 
been developed to characterize educational communities: (1) a GIS that allows the mapping and 
territorial description of schools and connectivity, and (2) a Business Intelligence (BI) application that 
allows the characterization of connectivity models focusing on predictivity.
 
In terms of experimental models, the installation, start-up and provision of connectivity and 
technological floor have been carried out in seven schools, with Radio Link and HTS Link 
technologies, reaching 687 students. The first stage of pedagogical support for the use and 
appropriation of these technologies has been developed, reaching 120 provincial teachers and technical 
teams. The next steps are to complete the second stage of techno-pedagogical support in the schools of 
the provinces involved. 
 
Regarding evidence generation, in 2022 the review and modelling of the experimental initiatives will 
be implemented, in collaboration with ILO. Furthermore, the development of a Business Model for the 
scalability of alternative connectivity initiatives is foreseen in conjunction with International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU) and the global initiative Giga. Finally, a strategy for technical 
assistance to the national and provincial governments will be developed to define connectivity plans at 
scale for all schools with difficult access.
Lessons learned from this initiative might be useful for other country offices working on improving 
access to education through connectivity. 
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