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Humanitarian
Action for
Children
A child holding a ten-litre jerrycan filled with water nearby a UNICEF-supported communal drinking water tank in
Maeishiyeh neighbourhood of Al-Hasakeh City, northeast Syria.

Syrian Arab Republic
HIGHLIGHTS1

IN NEED

Children are bearing the brunt of the 11-year-old conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic. Over
13.4 million people (6.1 million children) require assistance and 7 million people are
internally displaced (3.1 million children).2 Humanitarian needs have increased by more
than one quarter since 2020, driven by an economic crisis, continuing violence in the
northwest and other parts of Syria Arab Republic, hostilities, mass displacement,
devastated public services and COVID-19.3
In 2022, UNICEF will deliver life-saving services to children and families, including through
a multi-sector resilience-building approach with its partners and field offices. UNICEF will
address the needs of girls, boys, adolescents, women and men, prioritizing high-severity
areas and responding to COVID-19 and systematizing accountability to affected
populations and the prevention of gender-based violence (GBV) and sexual exploitation.
UNICEF requires US$334.4 million to reach children in the Syrian Arab Republic with
humanitarian assistance in 2022. The greatest funding requirements are for water,
sanitation and hygiene (WASH), health and education, among others.
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HUMANITARIAN SITUATION AND NEEDS
Children are bearing the brunt of the 11-year-old conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic. The
scale of children in need of humanitarian assistance is on the rise, increasing 27 per cent
from 2020 to 2021, with 6.1 million children now affected.8 Overall, 13.4 million people require
humanitarian assistance, up from 11 million in 2020. This includes 3 million people with
disabilities and 7 million internally displaced persons (IDPs). This escalation is being driven
by a severe economic crisis, which is only worsening the impact of intensified regional
hostilities, mass displacement, a widely devastated public service infrastructure and the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Ninety per cent of the population lives below the poverty line, with the Syrian Pound losing 78
per cent of its value and food prices increasing by 236 per cent in 2020.9 Only one third of
schools10 and half of health centres11 are fully functional and 36 per cent of the population
relies on alternative water sources12 (92 per cent had access to basic water services precrisis13). There are 90,000 children suffering from acute malnutrition14 and 4.5 million children
out of school with 1.6 million at risk of dropping out; children with disabilities are particularly
likely to be out of school.15
Protection concerns remain paramount. In 2020, 2,140 grave violations against children were
recorded, including recruitment, deaths and injuries.16 One third of communities are
contaminated with explosive ordnance.17 The economic crisis is also worsening negative
coping mechanisms and contributing to the normalization of gender-based violence, which
predominantly affects women and girls.18 Sixty-two per cent of communities surveyed
reported child marriage (often affecting girls) and 67 per cent that children are forced to work
rather than study (often affecting boys).19
Conflict has intensified in the northwest, which hosts 2.8 million IDPs.20 The period of June to
August 2021 saw the greatest escalation of hostilities in over a year.21 Humanitarian needs in
the northwest are among the worst in the country, with 2.2 million out of 4.2 million people in
need of humanitarian assistance and 1 million out of 1.7 million school-age children out of
school.22
In the northeast, complex political and conflict dynamics combined with drought conditions
have endangered access to water for 4.5 million people,23 while at least 25,000 children
associated with armed groups continue to languish in camps and detention centres and
require support to facilitate their safe reintegration or repatriation. Among those affected are
IDPs in the camps of Al-Hol (58,000 people, 65 per cent children) and Al-Roj (2,620 people,
67 per cent children),24 who are fully dependent on aid. This includes 7,468 third-country
national children, whom UNICEF is working to help return to their homes. The UN Security
Council Resolution 2585 authorizing UN cross-border assistance into Syria will be up for
renewal in January and July 2022 and remains the only viable modality for reaching
vulnerable people in the northwest. UNICEF and partners continue to work to expand muchneeded complementary cross-line activities.
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STORY FROM THE FIELD
Ahmad, 9, was born with a heart defect
that led to an impairment in his lower
limbs. But he is unstoppable! Supported
by his family and UNICEF’s cash
programme, Ahmad can now walk for
longer distances unaided and is
continuing his education.
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Read more about this story here

Ahmad, 9, at home in Al-Hasakeh City, northeast Syria.

HUMANITARIAN STRATEGY
UNICEF prioritizes its assistance towards high severity areas
using the Whole of Syria approach from its hubs in
Damascus and Gaziantep and its six field offices.30 Crossborder access to the northwest has been guaranteed by
Security Council Resolution 2585. Wherever possible, the
United Nations will work crossline; the first crossline convoy
in four years reached the northwest on 30 August 2021.31
Uniquely positioned to work across the humanitariandevelopment nexus, UNICEF aims to make a sustained
impact on a generation of children affected by conflict,
displacement and instability. This means helping children
build their personal resilience, as well as the resilience of
their family and community. UNICEF implementing partners
will provide services in areas of highest need, including
health consultations and preventative and curative nutrition
services. In parallel, support will be extended to ensure the
Expanded Programme on Immunization system reaches
every child.
The provision of emergency WASH services will target
camps, collective shelters and new returnees, including in
the northwest. Water and sanitation networks will be
rehabilitated and maintained in high severity areas,
especially in areas of the northeast affected by the water
crisis. Advocacy led by the WASH Sector and coordinated
with United Nations agencies will be key for UNICEF to
ensure Alouk water station32 remains operational.
As a leader of the No Lost Generation initiative, UNICEF will
reach children at scale with education, child protection and
adolescent development opportunities. Children will receive
non-formal, remedial, vocational, accelerated and formal
education services, including for early childhood
development, with the aim to transition and retain children in
formal, certified education. Adolescents will participate in
their communities through life skills and social cohesion
programming.
Psychosocial support, explosive ordnance risk education
(EORE), case management and GBV prevention and
empowerment will aim to reduce children’s exposure to
violence, exploitation and abuse. All UNICEF humanitarian
partners will be trained on protection from sexual
exploitation and abuse protocols, with safe and confidential
reporting mechanisms made available to UNICEF
beneficiaries. Highly vulnerable families will receive cash or
in-kind supplies to protect their children from extreme
weather and meet the needs of children with disabilities.
Preparedness and mechanisms to engage UNICEF
beneficiaries in programming – through information
provision, risk communication and community engagement
and feedback mechanisms – will be integrated into
programming to build community resilience. Programme
strategy will be improved through a comprehensive
evidence base, including the results of the global evaluation
of the UNICEF response in Syria (2021) and evaluations of
the infant and young child feeding (2021) and EORE (2022)
programmes.33

2022 PROGRAMME TARGETS
Nutrition
18,400 children aged 6 to 59 months with severe acute
malnutrition admitted for treatment
1,245,000 primary caregivers of children aged 0 to 23
months receiving infant and young child feeding
counselling34
1,970,000 children and pregnant and lactating women
receiving micronutrients35

Health
3,200,000 children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated
against polio36
1,820,000 children and women accessing primary
health care in UNICEF-supported facilities37
550 health care facility staff trained on infection
prevention and control38

Water, sanitation and hygiene
3,600,000 people accessing a sufficient quantity of safe
water for drinking and domestic needs39,40
1,950,000 people use safe and appropriate sanitation
facilities41
600,000 people reached with hand-washing behaviourchange programmes

Child protection, GBViE and PSEA
384,000 children accessing community-based mental
health and psychosocial support42
4,027,800 people who have access to a safe and
accessible channel to report sexual exploitation and
abuse by aid workers43
120,000 women, girls, boys and men accessing genderbased violence risk mitigation, prevention or response
interventions44
1,947,300 children and caregivers accessing explosive
weapons-related risk education and survivor assistance
interventions45

Education
2,250,000 children supported with educational services
and supplies in formal settings
430,000 children in non-formal education benefiting from
education services
44,000 teachers and education personnel trained46

Social protection
86,000 households reached with UNICEF funded multipurpose humanitarian cash transfers47
14,000 children with disabilities reached with regular
cash transfer and case management services
250,000 girls and boys protected from extreme weather
through the provision of non-food items48

Adolescents/youth
300,000 adolescents and youth aged 10 to 24 years
promoting social and civic engagement at the
community level
200,000 affected adolescents and youth aged 10 to 24
years receiving life-skills and citizenship education and
employability skills

Cross-sectoral (HCT, C4D, RCCE and AAP)
Progress against the latest programme targets is available in the humanitarian situation
reports: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria/situation-reports

This appeal is aligned with the revised Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian
Action, which are based on global standards and norms for humanitarian action.

25,611,884 people reached through messaging on
prevention and access to services 49
8,725,728 people engaged in risk communication and
community engagement actions50
Programme targets are provisional and subject to change upon government approval and finalization of the interagency planning documents.

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS IN 2022
UNICEF requires US$334.4 million to meet the urgent humanitarian needs of the most vulnerable children and families in the Syrian Arab
Republic and fulfill children's rights in 2022.51This funding will cover programmes delivered from within the Syrian Arab Republic, as well
as cross-border assistance delivered as part of the Whole of Syria approach. Funding will be prioritized for areas with the highest severity
of need across health, nutrition, WASH, education, child protection, social protection and adolescent programming as well as to protect
children from, and mitigate the impact of, COVID-19.
Without these funds, 1.2 million children in the northwest affected by intensified conflict will go without life-saving and protective services.52
Up to 4.5 million people in the northeast could go without safe drinking water as a result of the water crisis53 and 3.2 million children could
miss out on life-saving vaccines. Meanwhile, the education loss of nearly 2.5 million children out of school across the country will only
worsen without pathways back to the classroom, with girls, adolescents and children with disabilities most likely to be affected.54
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33,923,083
44,030,777
87,438,47755
31,472,31356,57
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35,100,69858
11,729,21959
1,246,15460
6,976,186
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*This includes costs from other sectors/interventions : Child protection, GBViE and PSEA (9.4%),
Adolescents/youth (3.5%), Cluster coordination (2.1%), Cross-sectoral (HCT, C4D, RCCE and AAP)
(<1%).

Who to contact for further information:
Bo Viktor Nylund
Representative, Syrian Arab Republic
T +936 116 191300
bvnylund@unicef.org

Manuel Fontaine
Director, Office of Emergency Programmes (EMOPS)
T +1 212 326 7163
mfontaine@unicef.org

June Kunugi
Director, Public Partnership Division (PPD)
T +1 212 326 7118
jkunugi@unicef.org
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36. The target includes children reached through campaigns.
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39. This indicator includes the repair/rehabilitation of water systems. Chlorination and water disinfection activities are not reported under this indicator.
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