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Update on the context and situation of children 

Guyana has a population of 782,774 and Suriname a population of 581,362, including 308,412 

Children in Guyana (39.4 percent) and 203,476 in Suriname (35 percent).  

 

The Gender Inequality Index indicates inequalities between women and men. The index decreased 

from 0.504 (2018) to 0.462 (2019) in Guyana and from 0.441 (2018) to 0.436 (2019) in Suriname. 

Suriname is ranked 97 over 189 (HDI 2018: 0.724 and 2019: 0.738) and Guyana 122 over 189 (HDI 

2018: 0.670 and 2019: 0.686). Compared to the 2019 report, both countries gain 3 places in the ranks 

classification.  

 

The GNI per capita also increased:  Guyana from PPP $ 7,136 in 2018 to PPP $ 9,455 and Suriname 

from PPP $ 11,933 in 2018 to PPP $ 14,324.  Exxon Mobil estimates that Guyana has recoverable oil 

resources of about 9 billion barrels (World Oil 2020). Starting in March 2020, oil production is 

projected to reach 120,000 barrels per day by the end of the year, eventually rising to 550,000 barrels 

per day by 2023.  

 

Suriname’s real GDP is expected to grow by 13.1 percent in 2020, according to the International 

Monetary Fund. The country has been faced with large fiscal deficits, rising debt levels with a high 

share of foreign - currency - denominated debt, low growth, imbalance in the foreign exchange market, 

low and declining international reserves, and banking sector vulnerabilities.  Inflation increased from 

4.2 percent in December 2019 to 40 percent (year - over - year) at the end of August 2020.  

 

The Governments of both countries have invested about 14.5 percent (Guyana) and 16.8 percent 

(Suriname) of GDP in the social sector. Guyana has committed to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and created relevant institutional and coordination frameworks to ensure that no one is 

left behind. The President of Guyana, during his address to the 31st Special Session of the UN General 

Assembly, supported UNICEF’s six-point plan which aims at ensuring that children are protected and 

catered for in the global recovery effort from COVID 19.  

 

Suriname has also made efforts to establish a solid baseline to track progress of the SDGs with the 

investment and publication of the MICS-6 report. The Common Country Analysis in Guyana and 

Suriname has given due consideration to review the progress on SDGs and setting priorities for the 

Decade of Action. 

 

Politically, both Guyana and Suriname had general elections held in March 2020 in Guyana and May 

2020 in Suriname. The opposition political parties won the elections in both countries. The new 

leadership has to now deal with two parallel crises, the ongoing economic crisis, compounded by the 

negative impacts of COVID-19 on public health and on the economy. 

 

To date Guyana had a total number of 6,358 COVID - 19 confirmed cases (0.8 percent of total 

population), including 164 deaths. Suriname confirmed 6,343 COVID - 19 cases (1.09 percent of 

population) and 123 deaths.  Females infected by COVID-19 represent 47.8 percent of all cases in both 

countries. Children 5-17 years represent 8.6 percent of total of cases. The National Response Plan for 

COVID-19 was developed with direct support from PAHO-WHO and the UNICEF. 
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Major contributions and drivers of results 

2020 was the fourth year of the Country Programme, contributing to the UN Multi-country Sustainable 

Development Framework and National priorities. The preparation for the new Country Programme 

Document will start in 2021 in alignment with the new Strategic Plan, regional/ national plan and 

priorities of “The Decade of Action”.  

To achieve key results for children several strategies were followed and are described below: 

Programming excellence for at-scale results for children: In response to COVID-19, both countries 

ensured the continuity of critical services and programme at scale to provide equitable access of key 

services. This included WASH promotion in remote communities and in institutions, continuity of 

learning for children and safe return to school, child protection support, raising awareness and risk 

communication for COVID prevention, psychosocial support to children and social protection shock 

responsive for vulnerable children. 

Using the power of evidence to drive change for children:  UNICEF emphasized harnessing the 

power of evidence to drive change for children. The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey was completed 

for Suriname in 2019 and for Guyana in 2020. This evidence was used for assessing progress on the 

SDG indicators especially those areas and indicators still lagging. UNICEF was also the lead UN 

agency to conduct the Knowledge, Attitude and Practice (KAP) Surveys on COVID -19 in both 

countries to inform communication strategies and messaging. In Guyana UNICEF is also supporting 

the Ministry of Health on the COVID Vaccine Acceptance Survey.  

Leveraging the power of business for children:  In 2020, UNICEF and the Ministry of Human 

Services in Guyana and Ministry of Social affairs in Suriname partnered with two mobile companies to 

launch the 914 and the 123 hotlines service for reporting cases of violence. This launch was an 

important milestone and one of the best examples of Public - Private partnership for empowering 

women and children. The country office also explored options for future collaboration with extractive 

industries, notably: Staatsoli, EXxon Mobile and Rosebelt Gold Mining. This collaboration will focus 

on B4R and integrate a renewed vision of partnering with business in 2021 to inform the new CPD.    

Fostering innovation in programming and advocacy for children: Several innovative programmatic 

approaches were identified and fostered in programming, ensuring that there was continuity of basic 

services delivery during the COVID-19 restrictions and lockdowns. Information Technology was used 

to conduct surveys, service delivery and programme monitoring.  Several youth groups were engaged 

and partnerships with local CSOs were formalised. The learning passport -in collaboration with 

Microsoft- was launched in Suriname.   

Gender-responsive programming: Guyana and Suriname are meeting the Gender Action Plan 

standards scoring 7-10 over 10. Child marriage, GBViE, girl’s health and nutrition, girls' secondary 

education and MHH are tagged as priorities.   Gender-responsive programming remained high on the 

agenda during the COVID-91 pandemic and the migrants crisis, focusing on case management, referral 

pathways, provision of 1,200 female oriented WASH kits to migrant/host families and most deprived 

households under COVID-19. The Spotlight Initiative was rolled out to address Gender based 

Violence - focusing on review of policies, plans and strengthening CSOs capacity for community level 

interventions. Greater attention was given to Gender Sensitive Programing. Similarly, attention was 

given for sex disaggregated data & evidence in KAP surveys in order to gain more insights into the 

socio-economic impact assessment of Covid -19 on women/girls. 

Key Achievements on Programme and Management Priorities contributing to the SDGs 
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progress in Guyana and Suriname.  

Every Child Survives and Thrives: In both countries a total of 30,000 children and women received 

essential healthcare, including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, essential new-born care, 

immunization, treatment of childhood illnesses and HIV care in UNICEF supported facilities. In 

Suriname, the Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative continued to be implemented in all-5 national 

hospitals and primary health care facilities. UNICEF provided 50 vaccine carriers and innovative 

solar-powered hybrid vaccination refrigerators supporting the coverage of more than 10,000 infants in 

border host communities and hinterland areas to target migrant children. This contributed to about 

9,000 girls and boys (0-11 months) in Suriname and 13,000 in Guyana immunized against DPT3. 

UNICEF supported the immunization equity and coverage analysis at the national level through the 

introduction of EQUIST. 

With UNICEF technical support, the Ministries of Health in both countries implemented a nutrition-

sensitive strategy to strengthen the proportion of early initiation of breastfeeding. UNICEF also 

supported the Adolescent Nutrition Interventions, to influence the nutritional status of approximately 

20,000 adolescent girls and boys at risk of overweight. UNICEF and WHO supported the Code of 

Marketing for Breastmilk Substitute. Communication for development efforts between UNICEF and 

FAO on food security in emergency contributed to the establishment of mother and father support 

groups that provided 3,856 caregivers. In Guyana, breastfeeding posters, in both English and Spanish 

for migrants, were put on social media across the country, and 100 posters printed targeting areas 

without internet access. In response to the COVID-19, about 30,000 children and women received 

essential healthcare, including prenatal, essential new-born care, immunization, treatment of childhood 

illnesses and HIV care. About 1,635 health care providers in Suriname (59 percent women) and 1,873 

in Guyana (53 percent women) in healthcare facilities received PPE kits to strengthen Infection 

Prevention and Control.   In Suriname, UNICEF provided technical support for the finalization of the 

HIV-TB sustainability and transition action plan. In Guyana, UNICEF worked together with UNAIDS 

under the Business Unusual project to ensure that there is treatment adherence among pregnant 

women, mothers and children, and to provide psychosocial support through case management by 3 

trained case navigators and 30 telehealth workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. Every Child 

learns: UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education (MoE) to develop and finalise the Education 

Plan 2020-2024- Vision 2030 for Guyana.  UNICEF also ensured the independent technical and 

financial appraisal of the plan in accordance with the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) 

guidelines. Subsequently UNICEF was appointed as Coordinating Agency for the Local Education 

Group for an upcoming GPE grant in Guyana (US$ 3.8 million project).UNICEF supported the MoE 

to develop a proposal for COVID-19 accelerated funding and as a result UNICEF was appointed as 

Grant Agent, receiving US$ 3.5 million for MoE’s crisis preparedness and response programme of 

hybrid approaches for continued learning. In Suriname, UNICEF is supporting MoE for the 

development and implementation of the UNICEF learning passport for online and offline learning 

modalities.  In line with national priorities and to support the acceleration of SDG 4, since the 

beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic, UNICEF closely worked with the Ministry of Education to 

ensure: continuity of learning for all children through education initiatives launched by the Ministries 

of Education; psychosocial support to children, teachers and parents, and the return to school in safe, 

protective learning environments. As a result, a total of 44,989 children in Suriname (56 percent girls 

and 44 percent boys) and 125,000 children in Guyana (52 percent girls and 48 percent boys) gained 

access to school through distance learning with direct UNICEF support.  A total of 52,010 (9610 

nurseries, 25,200 primary and 17, 200 secondary) marginalized children were reached with printed 

learning materials for continued learning.  Disaster risk resilience and preparedness capacity improved 

in 874 schools in both countries (300 in Guyana and 574 in Suriname) through school disaster 

management planning and COVID-19 safe-school reopening protocols, creating structures to protect 

continued education for children. Efforts were also made to ensure the access to education for children 



    

  

Page 4  of  7 
 

 

    
  

 

Page 4  of  7 
  

   

with disabilities. The Generation Unlimited (GenU) platform in Guyana and Suriname was established 

to support adolescent education, skills, employability and engagement. A Strategic Advisory Council 

and a technical taskforce to develop the country investment agenda were established in both countries. 

In addition, a partner mapping, including the private sector and a youth and skills study, were 

concluded to inform landscape analysis for GenU in Guyana and Suriname.Thanks to concerted 

advocacy efforts, ECD is now considered as a national priority in both countries. UNICEF accelerated 

support for ECD based on the Nurturing Care Framework, including a mapping exercise which yielded 

recommendations to develop a multisectoral ECD policy framework, and a national policy conference 

focused on multisectoral coordination, capacity development, measurement and community 

engagement. In Suriname, UNICEF initiated support to the Ministry of Sport and Youth for the 

development of a curriculum for Foundational Movement Skills, including training of coaches, which 

resulted in 2020 in the design of 25 foundational movement skills for children aged 6-12 years, and the 

production of a pocket card set and instructional videos reaching 3000 children.Every Child is 

Protected from Violence and Exploitation:  In 2020, UNICEF continued to strengthen the legal 

protective environment for children: through supporting the drafting and consultations for the draft 

Juvenile Justice Regulations; the proposed revisions for the amendment of the Registration of Births 

and Deaths Act, as a drive towards universal birth registration and the amendments to the National 

Plan of Action for Children in Alternative Care, 2020.  In Guyana, UNICEF supported the 

establishment and the functionality of 5 courts (three specialized Sexual Offences Courts, one 

Children's Court and one Family court) and now more cased have been dealt with. Discussions have 

started on the need for a Juvenile Drug Treatment Court and the strengthening of family related court 

services due to Guyana's commitments both under the CRC and the HCCH Family related 

conventions. In Suriname, the establishment of the Child Protection Network, and a commitment from 

the highest political level by signing of a pledge to fight against violence, was a huge achievement in 

the child protection system. In this process, UNICEF provided technical as well as ICT support, 

thereby strengthening the data tracking system to prevent delays in handling cases.  In Guyana, a total 

of 1,346, migrants and host community persons received specialized services through Child Advocacy 

Centers (CACs) with the GBV and trauma counselling sessions as focus activities.  Additionally, 987 

migrants were actively engaged through social media groups and 2,083 migrants and host community 

were reached through outreach visits, where information was provided on PSEA and GBV in both 

English and Spanish. The CACs reported increasing demand for existing services due to the impact of 

COVID-19 on migrants.  UNICEF in Guyana forged a new partnership with the only 2 mobile network 

providers in the country (Digicel Guyana and Guyana Telephone and Telegraph Company) to provide 

a toll-free, three-digit number (914 hotline) for reporting violence.   A total of 612 children, parents 

and primary caregivers (497 in Guyana and 115 in Suriname) were provided with community based 

mental health and psychosocial support. A total of 121 children without parental and family care have 

received appropriate alternative care arrangements. UNICEF has also provided support for childcare 

institutions including pre-trial and detention for children in conflict with the law. In Suriname, 

messages on the prevention of violence against children and positive parenting were developed and 

disseminated. UNICEF is collaborating with the gender bureau and UNFPA on the gender 

responsiveness in emergency situations.  Every Child Lives in a Safe and Clean Environment: 

COVID-19 provided an opportunity to leverage Governments’ commitment to WASH services. A 

WASH coordination and planning unit was established with technical support from UNICEF to ensure 

coordination of WASH programmes and activities among the WASH partners for appropriate and 

timely WASH responses in humanitarian crisis situations, addressing both the immediate needs of the 

affected populations as well as planning for future needs and improved disaster resilience. Gender 

responsive WASH in Emergencies guidelines were implemented by partners and the National Disaster 

Management Authority. UNICEF supports the Governments of Guyana and Suriname’s National 

COVID-19 response to identify and mitigate the risks for children especially those impacted by the 

Venezuelan migration crisis. Approximatively 80, 000 people were reached with critical WASH 

Infection Prevention and Control supplies including hygiene items with a focus on the most vulnerable 
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families especially in indigenous interior communities.WASH in Schools, including menstrual hygiene 

management (MHM) was incorporated into the National Education Policy in response to COVID-19. 

UNICEF supported the Ministries of Education in both countries in the development of the safe-school 

reopening protocols. WASH in school services were made available at 874 schools, reaching 23,000 

adolescent girls in Guyana and 12,000 in Suriname with MHM kits to manage menstruation and 

reduce risk of school dropout. In the most high-risk communities affected by COVID-19, UNICEF 

rehabilitated 15 drinking water supply schemes in health care facilities benefitting 87,699 people. In 

Suriname, UNICEF is supporting the WASH-climate resilient coordination for “Building resilience to 

climate change in the water and sanitation sector”.  A virtual Youth Climate Action Forum was 

organised in Guyana on Climate Change and Water, Climate and Health and Nutrition; Climate 

Change and Education; Climate Change and Indigenous People.Every Child has an Equitable Chance 

in Life: UNICEF’s role on using the power of evidence to drive change for children included 

influencing child-centred poverty measurement and having technical discussions under a global public 

finance initiative. UNICEF Guyana finalized the MICS 6 report which provides robust data 

disaggregated by region, age, sex and wealth quintile. MICS-6 reports will inform the national 

policies, the monitoring of SDGs, as well as the development of the new Country Programme. In 

Guyana, the government demonstrated its leadership of the MICS survey by providing financial 

support of US$300,000. UNICEF provided technical support on the CCA, and the Socioeconomic 

Response plan for COVID-19. The Government of Guyana requested UNICEF to lead 6 KAP surveys 

on COVID-19 including two on mental wellness and one on the COVID-19 Vaccine Acceptancy. A 

total 428,000 in Guyana and 530,000 people were reached through messaging on COVID-19 

prevention and access to services.In 2020, UNICEF Guyana successfully commissioned a baseline 

assessment for the UN Spotlight Initiative. UNICEF Guyana also conducted cost-benefit and return on 

investment on one aspect of the child protection programme. UNICEF’s advocacy, technical and 

financial support, for building a social protection architecture, aimed at a more direct and deliberate 

approach to provide safety nets for children and women. This acceleration was required by the 

COVID-19 crisis. It has opened the door and chartered a course for Government and partners to adopt 

a more methodological approach to identify and address the needs of children especially the most 

deprived. The mapping of social protection system conducted by UNICEF and the Government of 

Guyana was instrumental in building capacity and defining the scope of social protection cash 

transfers.  In both countries 1,926 households received shock response social protection and safety net 

support including child grants on health and education. In Guyana, this was mostly targeted towards 

Venezuelan migrants and host communities to ensure that immediate needs are met in order to 

alleviate the impact of multiple deprivations faced by migrant families and host communities.   

 

UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships 

Working Together with UN agencies: UNICEF worked with UN agencies on several common 

priorities.  Generation Unlimited was a truly collaborative effort between UNICEF and UNDP focused 

on education and training, and entrepreneurship of young population in Guyana and Suriname. In 

Guyana, UNICEF also worked with UNAIDS to ensure that there is treatment adherence among 

pregnant women, mothers and children and to provide psychosocial support through case navigators 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. In Suriname, UNICEF worked with FAO and contributed with 

technical knowledge to prevent and treat wasting and stunting among the more at-risk communities. 

UNDP and UNICEF had a project for increasing access to safe drinking-water, sanitation and hygiene 

promotion in hinterland areas of Guyana.  UNICEF Guyana signed an agreement with UNESCO to 

support the MoE in the development of a Crisis Management Policy Document and to develop tools 

for the response and recovery from COVID - 19.  The WHO and UNICEF partnership were 

instrumental in supporting the Ministry of Health for the Covid-19 response in both Guyana and 

Suriname. UNICEF on behalf of other UN agencies successfully commissioned the conduct of a 

baseline assessment for the UN Spotlight Initiative project to serve the baseline for all RUNOs and 
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national partners.UNICEF is an active member of UN Country Team, and related technical groups, to 

support the implementation and monitoring of the UN MSDF and joint UNCT priorities. UNICEF is 

the Co-chair of the UNCT Programme Coordination Group in Guyana and Communication Group in 

Suriname.  In these capacity UNICEF led the development of the COVID-19 Socioeconomic Response 

and Risk Communication plans. UNICEF significantly contributed to the development of the Common 

Country Assessment -through technical expertise and data provision- to ensure an increased profile for 

children related issues.  Following up on previous years efforts to work as one on site, the UNICEF 

Guyana and Suriname operations team assisted at the Operation Management Team (OMT) level to 

advance the cooperation towards achieving a common Business Operations Strategy (BOS) for 2020. 

The BOS endorsed interagency business harmonization in the areas of HACT, DATACOM and 

innovative Banking. In 2020, UNICEF Guyana was relocated as planned to the UN House and was be 

the latest UNICEF Country Office to ‘go green’; it will be drawing approximately 92.5% of its 

electricity needs from a solar photovoltaic system. Leveraging resources and partnerships for 

children: UNICEF developed strong partnership  with Government Donors -GPE, USAID, Canada 

and United Kingdom, UN agencies - UNDP, UNAIDS, UNFPA-  and other humanitarian partners to 

provide effective responses to natural disasters, and respond to the Venezuelan migrants crises and the 

COVID 19 pandemic. The country office was able to mobilize an annual budget of US$ 5.6 million in 

2020 against the planned amount of US$ 3.4 million. UNICEF played an active role in the 

development and implementation of COVID 19 Preparedness and Response Plans to ensure that 

children are central in the planning and implementation process. UNICEF supported CARICOM for 

review of the Learning Outcomes for Early Childhood Development in the Caribbean. 

 

Lessons Learned and Innovations 

As UNICEF approaches the end of its Country Programme, its theory of change continues to drive 

progress towards results for children, with opportunities to accelerate results emerging from long-term 

engagement with government partners and multisectoral integration. Challenges include the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic and the lack of use of evidence for planning and budgeting among government 

and implementing partners. Below are some key lessons learnt and innovations. Lessons Learnt: o   

Ensuring community of services for children during general elections: Both Guyana and Suriname 

had general elections and there was transition of the Government, however  UNICEF Office 

maintained close coordination with technical staff to ensure the continuity of services to children 

despite election campaigning and delays in the declaration of election result in Guyana.o   Advocacy 

for child-centred agenda with new Governments in Guyana and Suriname: 2020 provided an 

opportunity to Advocate for child-centered agenda with the new Governments both in Guyana and 

Suriname. Series of high-level courtesy calls and advocacy meetings with several ministers including 

the First Ladies and the Speaker of the Parliament took place. The advocacy issues covered were 

public finance for children, ECD, violence against children, Youth empowerment and shock 

responsive social protection. In both countries, the World Children’s Day was used to advocate and to 

communicate UNICEF’s 6-point actions to reimagine and building back a better future for children. 

UNICEF also conducted media campaigns, issued press releases with partners and other UN agencies. 

Both Presidents of Guyana and Suriname interacted with youth and children during World Children’s 

Day. o   Risk Informed Planning and Programming in response to the COVID-19 pandemic: 

During 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic had a significant impact on both Guyana and Suriname 

requiring immediate shifts in programme focus towards emergency response.  While the whole 

population of both countries were affected, UNICEF prioritized the most vulnerable. In line with risk 

informed planning,  activities and budgets were analyzed and prioritization was done based on 

different scenarios i) Maintain: Pursuit of the programme without any change,  ii) Suspend: 

Temporarily suspension of the programme , iii) Modify: Adjustment of the programme based on 

mitigation measure and iv) Scale up: accelerate save lives activities. This allowed the team to 

immediately reprogramme and reallocate about $US150,000 of the budget in both countries to respond 



    

  

Page 7  of  7 
 

 

    
  

 

Page 7  of  7 
  

   

to the COVID-19 pandemic in an effective manner to maximize resources for better results. o   

Importance of Technical Expertise for Continued Resource Mobilization as an enabler for 

results during emergencies:  COVID-19 presented lots of challenges for planning and resources 

mobilization.  Based on its technical expertise and strong relationships, UNICEF office mobilized an 

annual budget of US$ 5.6 million in 2020 against the plan of US$ 3,4 million. UNICEF Guyana was 

able to mobilize US$ 3.570,00 from GPE as Coordinating Agency and, as result of strong technical 

support, facilitated the development and finalization of the Education Plan 2020-2024- Vision 2030 for 

Guyana. The increasing amounts of OR coming from donors in Guyana and Suriname mean that this is 

a growing vital asset of the country programme.Innovations: Accountability to the Affected 

Population (AAP) for Monitoring of Results in Emergency:  In 2020, UNICEF Guyana and 

Suriname consolidated its technology for development (T4D) portfolio across programmes to map the 

most deprived communities for interventions. The country Office developed protocols for data 

collection and analysis in emergency such as WASH-FIT, CAPI (Computer Assisted Personal 

Interview), ODK (Open Data Kit) platforms and RTM real-time monitoring of interventions. Such 

monitoring facilitates better data collection and decision making for both UNICEF development 

partners and government counterparts for evidence-based planning and monitoring results.  The 

country office also conducted several rounds of KAP  COVID-19 surveys to better understand the 

reactions of affected populations. o   Creative C4D and use of social media use, enhancing demand 

and crisis communication. For the RCCE awareness campaign, creative engagement with 

communities, a Facebook Chatbot was piloted as a low-cost alternative to telephone helplines for 

concerned parents, causing engagement to spike from a monthly average of six messages to over 100 

in two weeks. Targeted message boosting increased followers of the Expanded Programme for mental 

health Facebook page from 4,734 (48 percent women) to over 20,000 people (52 percent women). 

Social media was an important arena for COVID-19 crisis communication. 428,000 in Guyana and 

530,000 in Suriname were reached through messaging on COVID-19 prevention and access to services 

through different channels multiple times. UNICEF acted swiftly to correct misconceptions by 

convincing those who had disseminated original “scare-stories” to issue retractions. Similar measures 

were implemented for the “how do you feel” TV campaign. Interpersonal communication was critical 

to COVID-19 response in the hinterland. UNICEF’s equity-focused package included the 

establishment of helplines units to bring services to children and women in the need of assistance to 

prevent or respond to the GBV and VAC in emergency. This approach underpinned the success of the 

immediate response to the COVID-19, and UNICEF is now working with governments to sustain it so 

COVID-19 affected children can receive psychological treatment.o   Shock-Responsive Social 

Protection Safety nets for vulnerable children including migrants:   Packages of integrated 

interventions for the most deprived population in response to the COVID-19 yielded sustainable 

results. With these learnings, UNICEF supported the design of fully integrated WASH, health, 

nutrition, Child Protection and Education services with a strong integrated C4D component. This was 

piloted in 5 classified high-risk communities in Suriname and towards Venezuelan’s migrants, with 

promising early results. It further influenced Government and partners to prioritize integrated services 

as a core strategy in the high-risk and most deprived regions and districts.The office continuously 

monitored the implementation of evaluation management responses. An Evaluation of Infant and 

Young Child Feeding and Essential Care (IYFC+) Communication Strategy in Suriname was finalised 

in 2020.Looking ahead in 2021, UNICEF will continue to work with the governments of Guyana and 

Suriname to shift political will and integrate child focused interventions into government planning 

structures. The lessons learned from 2020 will feed into the preparation of the new Country 

Programme in 2021.  

 

 

 


