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Update on the context and situation of children 

The outlook for children in Tunisia deteriorated over the course of 2020 as a result of the negative 

socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Renewed hope following the peaceful and 

democratic election of a new president at the end of dwindled in 2020 as the economic toll of the 

measures put in place to halt the spread of COVID-19 resulted in an increase in poverty, exacerbating 

existing regional and socio-economic disparities.  End 2020 marked the 10th year anniversary of the 

revolution. In September 2020, the 3rd Government since the beginning of the year was approved, 

with a reshuffling of portfolios.  The continued political instability, with over 360 ministers’ changes 

since 2011, is hampering bold political and economic reforms that would be essential to reduce social 

and economic exclusion and address persisting inequality.  

  

Following the confirmation of the first official case of COVID-19 on March 2020, the Tunisian 

authorities rapidly imposed restrictions, such as a curfew, lockdown and closure of borders until June 

2020.  Tunisia’s approach effectively contributed to keep a rapid expansion of COVID-19 under 

control up to end September 2020,  when cases rapidly increased from 18,413 people infected on 1 

October 2020 to 139,140 people infected on 31 December 2020.[1] In October 2020 various 

preventive measures were reintroduced, including a curfew and movement restrictions between 

governorates.  

  

The World Bank estimates income inequality to increase from 37 to 39.5 as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic.[2] They also forecast the economy to shrink by 9.2% in 2020, a decline sharper than 

Tunisia’s regional peers, and that national poverty to increase from 14% to 21% in 2020[3]  - a 15-

years step-back in development progress. Tourism, a key economic sector for the country, declined by 

64% compared to 2019.[4]  Adolescents and young adults under 35 make up about 85% of the 

unemployed.[5]  Furthermore, 2020 ended with social protests across various public service sectors –

public health, education and the judiciary - and major general strikes.  

  

The negative socioeconomic impacts of the pandemic hit the most vulnerable households the hardest. 

Child monetary poverty is forecasted to increase from 19% to between 25% and 29% by the end of 

2020, bringing the number of poor children to over 1 million[6]  and with long-lasting negative 

consequences on social cohesion and economic inclusion, as also illustrated by migration figures in 

2020, with an estimated 1,400 unaccompanied minors who illegally emigrated.[7]  School closures and 

movement restrictions have resulted in more difficulties reaching vulnerable children, more at risk than 

ever. 

  

Tunisia extended its social protection programmes in response to the COVID-19 crisis, to facilitate 

access to health care, to protect jobs and to mitigate income loss. Following years of advocacy by 

UNICEF and other partners, the Government adopted two decrees in 2020, strengthening child grants 

for poor households.  The strain put by the pandemic on the healthcare system also raised concerns on 

immunization.  

  

Following their general closure in March 2020, schools gradually reopened in September 2020, at a 

50% capacity. The closure of schools for 6 months, combined with little to no-access for the majority 

of children to distance learning[8], in spite of the Government’s efforts in this regard, will most likely 

further deteriorate learning outcomes, which were already under pressure. This, combined with 

increased poverty, will also impact the already high school drop-out figures, with on average 100,000 
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out of school adolescents in a given school year and 50,000 students at risk of dropping out. The 

pandemic also shed light on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) infrastructure in schools 

requiring urgent intervention, as 7% of schools are not connected to water, and on the critical situation 

of violence against children, including domestic violence. 

  

In 2020, the Situation Analysis (SITAN) on Children in Tunisia was published, complemented by a 

review of the equity and efficiency of public expenditures for child related services. The SITAN was 

widely referenced by politicians, media and civil society. It identified 6 main areas in which Tunisia is 

struggling to attain the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):  SDG 1 - child poverty is 50% higher  

than adult poverty ; SDG2 - 61% of children under 5 years are overweight or at risk of overweight; 

SDG3 -  immunization coverage dropped from 94% in 2012 to 79% in 2018 for children under 3 years; 

SDG4 - 67% of children aged between 7 and 14 do not have basic skills in mathematics and 34% of 

this age group do not have basic reading skills; SDG6 – only 57% of the population has access to 

safely managed drinking water; and SDG16 - 88% of children aged 1-14 are victims of violent 

discipline. The SITAN, together with the UNICEF 2015-2020 Country Programme (CP) evaluation 

and the UN Common Country Analysis, guided the development of the new United Nations 

Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) and UNICEF CP 2021-25.  

  

Throughout 2020, UNICEF continued adapted its modus operandi to the evolving context marked by 

the COVID-19 pandemic, making use of digital platforms for internal and external meetings. UNICEF 

provided important support to the Government for its COVID-19 and COVAX preparedness and 

response plan as well as for the back-to-school in September 2020 and for the Universal Child Grant 

(UCG) allocation. Delays were however encountered in programme implementation due to the 

lockdown, restrictions on movements and gatherings and a reprioritization of the Government’s 

resources in the COVID-19 context. Overall, 2020 negatively impacts Tunisia’s progress towards its 

achievement of the SDGs and all efforts will be required to mitigate the negative socio-impacts of the 

pandemic on the ability of children to achieve their full potential.  

 

[1] https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/tunisia/ 

[2] https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/press-release/2020/12/21/rebuilding-the-potential-of-

tunisian-firms 

[3] https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/press-release/2020/12/21/rebuilding-the-potential-of-

tunisian-firms 

[4] Banque centrale de Tunisie 

[5] https://theforum.erf.org.eg/2019/05/07/unemployment-tunisia-high-among-women-youth/ 

[6] https://www.unicef.org/tunisia/rapports/impact-des-mesures-de-confinement-associ%C3%A9es-

%C3%A0-la-pand%C3%A9mie-covid-19-sur-la-pauvret%C3%A9-des . 

[7] Interview with Mr. Alaa Talbi, Directeur exécutif du Forum tunisien droits économiques et 

sociaux, La Presse 19/12/2020 

[8] Children from 3 out of 5 households in Tunisia did not take part in any learning activities during 

the COVID-19 lockdown – and 9 out of 10 high school students did not participate in distance learning 

during the lockdown – Source: ibid 

 
 

 

Major contributions and drivers of results 

UNICEF played a key role in supporting Tunisia’s COVID-19 Preparedness and Response plan. 

Through its COVID-response, UNICEF managed to strengthen its position as a reliable partner to the 

government. The crisis offered opportunities to draw attention to gaps in the accessibility and quality 

of services, particularly for the most vulnerable children, and to support the implementation of 

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/tunisia/
https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/press-release/2020/12/21/rebuilding-the-potential-of-tunisian-firms
https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/press-release/2020/12/21/rebuilding-the-potential-of-tunisian-firms
https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/press-release/2020/12/21/rebuilding-the-potential-of-tunisian-firms
https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/press-release/2020/12/21/rebuilding-the-potential-of-tunisian-firms
https://theforum.erf.org.eg/2019/05/07/unemployment-tunisia-high-among-women-youth/
https://www.unicef.org/tunisia/rapports/impact-des-mesures-de-confinement-associ%C3%A9es-%C3%A0-la-pand%C3%A9mie-covid-19-sur-la-pauvret%C3%A9-des
https://www.unicef.org/tunisia/rapports/impact-des-mesures-de-confinement-associ%C3%A9es-%C3%A0-la-pand%C3%A9mie-covid-19-sur-la-pauvret%C3%A9-des
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solutions. In addition, UNICEF was able to link much of the support provided as part of the COVID-

19 response to its Country Programme.  

  

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in March 2020, UNICEF supported the Tunisia 

National Preparedness and Response Plan, in line with UNICEF global accountabilities, in the 

following areas: i) Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE), where UNICEF has 

been the main actor on the side of the Ministry of Health, in coordination with the World Health 

Organization (WHO); ii) Infection Prevention and Control/WASH, in which UNICEF leveraged 

significant partnerships and resources addressing national needs; and iii) Documenting and responding 

to the secondary impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly in the areas of education, protection 

from violence and social protection.  

  

In the area of Risk Communication and Community Engagement, in close coordination with the 

Ministry of Health and WHO, UNICEF supported the development and dissemination of over 116 

communication materials on topics ranging from virus transmission and preventive measures to health 

and education continuity and the protection of children during the pandemic, reaching over 7 million 

people, in partnership with the governments, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), the media and the 

private sector. The CO further partnered with the Scouts Association to carry out community 

engagement activities across the country, raising awareness among the wider public and in some of the 

most remote communities on preventive measures against COVID-19. Activities have so far been 

carried out in 21 regions, reaching directly approximately 72,000 people and about 1 million indirect 

beneficiaries. 

  

In the area of Infection, Prevention and Control (IPC) and WASH, UNICEF mobilized over USD 8M 

to support safer operations and the continuity of basic social services. This included the procurement 

of 83 tons of Personal Protective Equipment to support frontline health workers, 100,000 COVID-19 

detection tests (RT-PCR), 62 water tanks for health clinics, 11,030 non-contact thermometers for 

schools and health centres, 30,564 individual WASH kits for children and staff of centres hosting 

children and 624 institutional WASH kits for the disinfection of the same facilities, 1,500 sprayers to 

support the disinfection of schools, 1 million flyers and around 200,000 posters for classrooms on 

COVID-10 preventive measures, as well as 42,000 COVID-19 printed out protocols (early 

identification, tracing and case referral) for all 13,000 primary  and secondary educational institutions 

nationwide.  

  

The support provided by UNICEF to the Ministry of Education was key for the holding of the national 

baccalaureate exams in May 2020 and enabling the back-to-school in September 2020, and reached all 

public schools in Tunisia, i.e. around 2.1 million school-aged children. UNICEF played a key role 

among the technical and financial partners for the back-to-school campaign by being almost the sole 

immediate responder to an urgent request from the Ministry of Education to support with essential 

preventive and disinfection equipment for schools nationwide. Most of this support was mobilized 

within few days thanks to supply contracts UNICEF had already in place.  

To address the secondary impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, UNICEF advocated and mobilized 

technical expertise and partnerships to ensure children continued to have access to health, education, 

protection and judiciary services, including with a focus on the importance of maintaining primary 

health care, and on the urgency of ensuring back-to-school and keeping schools open and safe. 

UNICEF’s advocacy contributed to the early release of 86 children deprived of liberty during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

UNICEF supported evidence generation on the effects of the pandemic on children, including: i) an 

analysis on the impact of COVID-19 confinement measures on child poverty – estimating a sharp 

increase in child poverty levels to between 25% and 29%, and ii) a study on the impact of the COVID-
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19 pandemic on parents’ and children’s mental health – documenting that more than 20% of children 

experienced anxiety and fear. UNICEF supported the establishment of a hotline for psychosocial 

support to families, responding to increased risks of violence during the pandemic; and the 

development of Standard Operating Procedures for case management and coordination during crises 

situations.  

  

In response to results of the child poverty analysis and in continuity with its support towards 

establishment of a universal child grant in Tunisia, UNICEF mobilized USD 13M for setting up top-up 

cash transfers reaching over 350,000 children aged 0-18 years from most the poorest and most 

vulnerable households in Tunisia, i.e. approximately 10% of all children in Tunisia, in order to address 

their increased vulnerability following the pandemic and support children’s continued access to basic 

services.  

  

Although the COVID-19 pandemic delayed implementation of the regular country programme, 

important advances were nonetheless made.  

  

Key results were achieved in Early Childhood and Care Education (ECCE). In continuity with 

initiatives launched in 2019, UNICEF built on the multi-sectoral approach supporting roll-out of 

ECCE curricula and quality standards in 2020. As ECCE services in Tunisia are provided by multiple 

public and private sector actors, this approach has created an important dynamic on the harmonization 

of practices, with an expected long-term improvement of preschool education quality across the 

multiplicity of service providers.  

In the area of governance of the Early Childhood Development (ECD) Multisectoral Strategy, the roles 

and responsibilities of focal points from all 11 ministries involved were validated and UNICEF 

continued to provide technical assistance to operationalise the coordination, monitoring and evaluation 

mechanisms. This support is also important in view of the High Council for Children announced by the 

Head of Government during the celebration of the anniversary of the convention for the rights of the 

child (World Children’s Day on 20th November 2020), which represents a turning point for child 

related policies in Tunisia, including ECD. UNICEF continued to support the upgrading of the multi-

sectoral information system, to become the official source of statistics and reports on early childhood 

education.   

UNICEF advocated for the early re-opening of pre-school services following the lockdown period, and 

provided support to around one third of all ECCE centres nationwide to ensure the appropriate 

application of the COVID-19 prevention protocols, including with the provision of individual and 

institutional WASH kits, risk communication and community engagement activities. 

  

The Positive Parenting programme which had been developed based on a Knowledge Attitudes and 

Practices (KAP) study gained in importance as the COVID-19 pandemic-related confinement period 

and school closures resulted in families spending much more time at home. The official launch of the 

programme received political support with the high patronage of the head of government, and the 

participation of 6 Ministers involved in its implementation and was followed by three regional 

conferences. The programme is now piloted in four regions through four different modalities. In 

response to the critically low breastfeeding indicators (early initiation: 32%; exclusive breastfeeding: 

13%), UNICEF also supported a national breastfeeding campaign, launched in December 2020.  

In the area of child immunization, a key milestone was the finalization and validation by Ministry of 

Health of the UNICEF-supported assessment of the routine immunization cold chain. Identifying 

important challenges for the quality of the vaccination cold-chain, including equipment and human 

resource capacity, the data became instrumental in national planning for the COVID-19 vaccine 

introduction.  UNICEF managed to mobilise resources for the upgrading of the nationwide cold chain 

early on, enabling Tunisia to address some of the most urgent needs and will continue to use the 

COVID-19 vaccine introduction as an opportunity for health system strengthening, as the 2020 SITAN 
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revealed concerning declines in full routine immunization coverage (from 86,4% in 2011/12 to 79,1% 

in 2018). 

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly marked the education sector in 2020, with the early end of the 

school year in March 2020 and a back-to-school in September 2020 with school times staggered in 

order to limit attendance to 50% at any time. Despite these challenges, UNICEF has supported key 

results, including the continuity of the education curriculum reform for grade 1 and 2; and addressing 

the COVID-19 context through the progressive establishment of blended learning opportunities and 

adapted curricula. 

  

Based on World Bank data, children in 3 out of 5 families did not participate in any online or distance 

learning activity during the confinement period (March to June 2020), reflecting the digital divide and 

significant socio-economic disparities in Tunisia. Despite the difficulties, Tunisia has shown its 

capacity to adapt and the Ministry of Education, with support from UNICEF on COVID-19 prevention 

measures, ensured a partial re-opening of schools and holding of national exams in June 2020, and a 

back-to-school in September 2020, demonstrating its continuous strive on education. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the change in Government also slowed down the national education 

reform and the strengthening of in-service and pre-service training systems. Despite these challenges, 

key progress was registered in all these areas in 2020. 

UNICEF has also been very engaged throughout 2020 in supporting the Ministry of Education 

addressing the secondary impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on education. Although there is no data 

available yet on loss of learning achievements due to COVID-19, UNICEF amongst other 

organisations has warned against the risks of a learning crisis and advocated for the reopening of 

schools. The CO supported the procurement of key equipment and awareness raising materials to 

support the back- to-school in September 2020; provided support for the adaptation of the curricula to 

the 50% attendance schedule; and supported the training of pedagogical inspectors on screenwriting to 

produce TV-based educational material, considering the television is the most widely accessible 

distance learning medium in the country, including for children from most vulnerable families. 

Two key milestones were achieved in 2020 with the opening of the first “2nd chance” education centre 

in Tunisia, and Government approval for a second centre, to address the needs of adolescents who 

have dropped out of school through a life-skills approach, set up with UNICEF support. The first 

centre has already enabled the return of adolescents to school and vocational training programmes.  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the issue of school drop-out has been high on the Government’s 

agenda, with the prolonged school closures and increase in poverty likely to increase education 

opportunity costs for families. UNICEF is seeking to build on this momentum to guarantee the 

sustainability of the cross-ministerial programme which has taken several years to develop. Although 

its relevance has thus only further increased over the course of the year, the COVID-19 pandemic 

related restrictions at first interrupting and subsequently slowing down the piloting of the drop-out 

prevention model.  

The COVID-19 pandemic provided visibility to the key challenge of poor WASH-infrastructure 

availability in schools, enabling UNICEF to leverage results and partnerships in this area. UNICEF 

had been addressing the need for the rehabilitation of WASH infrastructure in the most vulnerable 

regions and schools since 2016 to ensure minimum provision of water and sanitation services. The 

relevance of this programme, which developed new models for WASH infrastructure and hygiene 

promotion in schools, significantly increased with the COVID-19 pandemic. While implementation 

was delayed due to COVID-19 restrictions, construction and rehabilitation works of WASH facilities 

were completed in 10 schools, providing age, gender and disability appropriate services to over 5,000 

school-aged children. UNICEF leveraged its WASH in school expertise to raise the profile of this area 

and address gaps, mobilizing over USD 5M in the COVID-19 context, part of which was used to 

ensure a safer back to school through deployment of COVID-19 WASH/prevention kits and 

communication to all schools nationwide, reaching over 2.1 million children. 

Over the past three years, the CO had worked closely with the Ministry of Social Affairs to generate 
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evidence on how to address poverty amongst children, supporting the development of a social 

protection floor – i.e. ensuring  basic social security to all over the lifecycle - and a universal child 

grant (UCG). Whilst the adoption of the draft law for the social protection floor submitted to 

parliament end 2019 encountered delays due to Government transitions and shift in priorities, two 

decrees adopted in May 2020 concretely introduced a 10 TND/month/child allocation for children 

under the age of 18 from poor households and improved the equity of the existing system, suppressing 

the ceiling on the number (up to 3 children) and age of children (older than 5 years).  

Since the crisis clearly exacerbated the needs for many children, the CO was able to mobilize funds to 

support the poorest and most vulnerable households with children with top-up cash transfers in order to 

mitigate the negative socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 on children.  By putting the amount for a 

UCG recommended by the CO in practice for children under 5 registered under Tunisia’s existing 

social protection programmes, the programme is hoped to create the evidence of the impact a UCG can 

make. The anticipated application of the law already enabled a much better oversight of, and reach to, 

children from poor and vulnerable households in Tunisia. Whilst 40,000 children under the age of 5 

were registered under the existing social protection programmes in July 2020, the number of registered 

children increased to 110,000 by the end of 2020. This is in part a result of changes in legislation mid-

2020, enabling the registration of these children, but is also demonstrative of the important increase in 

poverty and vulnerability of households as a direct result of the COVID-19 crisis.  

Although COVID-19 pandemic-related restrictions and priority shifts represented key challenges to 

advance programme implementation in 2020 in the area of child protection, the crisis also provided 

opportunities to advocate for a multisectoral approach in the prevention and management of violence 

against children, with actions on the ground across several ministries and new involvement by civil 

society. Imprisonment of minors for minor offences is a major challenge for children and adolescent’s 

confidence in the state, jeopardizing their chances in life. In this regard pilot interventions in Kasserine 

and Kairouan to work on child-sensitive prevention and protection mechanisms continued, and 

improved legal representation of children started. Key milestones the development of case-

management and crisis coordination protocols, support for the development of a hotline for children 

and families in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the development of a campaign to counter 

online violence, in cooperation with the Ministry of Women, Family and Seniors.  

The Situation Analysis (SITAN) on Children in Tunisia, published by UNICEF this year, was widely 

received and referenced by politicians, civil society and the media, and was complemented by a review 

of the equity and efficiency of public expenditures for child related services, enabling important 

material for advocacy for advancing the rights of children in Tunisia.  

Finally, in 2020 UNICEF continued to ensure lead in the area of WASH supporting the government in 

preparation of the contingency plan for a potential influx of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants 

from Libya, ensuring preparedness actions and technical field level reviews 

 
 

 

UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships 

UNICEF Representative acted as Resident Coordinator for 6 months in 2020, ensuring the role from 

the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic and as such getting directly involved in the crisis response 

with the Government. UNICEF was immediately involved to rapidly support the Government in its 

COVID-19 National Preparedness and Response Plan and a coordinated support from development 

partners.  

Existing partners, including Japan, stepped in with additional funds ($1.2M) to support UNICEF 

Tunisia’s COVID-19 response. At the same time, UNICEF was able to mobilize new donors, including 

USAID ($5.7M), KfW ($13M) and Sweden ($400,000). This funding was key to expand UNICEF 

Tunisia efforts in supporting the government’s response plan for COVID-19 and help mitigate the 

impact of the pandemic on the most vulnerable children. 
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The CO established important partnerships with the private sector and CSOs to support its COVID-19 

response activities. In March 2020, the communication agency Ogilvy supported the planning and 

launching of the first communication campaign on COVID-19 pro bono. The 1809 hotline for 

psychosocial support to families and children was also set up and run in April 2020 thanks to the pro 

bono work of the private companies Vocalcom and Tricom. A strong partnership was established with 

the Scouts for community sensitization on COVID-19 preventive measures, reaching the population 

across Tunisia, with attention to the respect of protective measures during all activities to ensure the 

safety of all participants.  

UNICEF closely coordinated its support with other UN agencies, notably WHO for all health-related 

elements of the response, with UN Women and UNFPA on the quality of services for women and 

children victim of violence during and after the lockdown, and with the World Bank and other key 

development partners on education and Social Protection. 

The World Bank continues to be an important ally in the area of education. Considering its national 

reach, it has the potential to take at scale tools/models developed with UNICEF support. The EU 

remains one of the most important development partners in the education sector and has continued to 

ensure partners’ and donors’ coordination in 2020. 

The CO published its 2020 Situation Analysis (SITAN) of the situation of children in Tunisia and 

undertook a study on the impact of the confinement period on child poverty, providing key analysis for 

the development of the new UNSDCF. UNICEF worked closely with other UN agencies and the 

government to ensure that child related priorities feature high in the new UN programming cycle, also 

ensuring the involvement of civil society and the private sector in the prioritization and strategic 

planning discussions.  

UNICEF, UNDP and FAO identified WASH as an area for potential increased cooperation. An initial 

mapping was carried out and areas for joint intervention are under consideration. 

UNICEF also launched a joint-programme with UNDP with funding from the SDG Fund, involving 

the Ministry of Finance, and aimed at advocating, monitoring and providing capacity building support 

for the mobilization of public-private, innovative and alternative financing for social services, with the 

aim of building back better 
 

 

Lessons Learned and Innovations 

Around the globe and in Tunisia the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated existing regional and socio-

economic disparities, exposing the weaknesses in preparedness and response capacities. In this 

difficult context, however, UNICEF earlier research and advocacy work became particularly relevant, 

and data and evidence produced in recent years proved critical to address key areas of gaps. Evidence 

on the status of the cold chain system for example, which had received little attention and difficult to 

finalize in 2019, proved critical in the preparation for the COVID-19 vaccine introduction, providing 

key and up to date information for the COVID-19 Vaccine Introduction Readiness Assessment Tool 

(VIRAT). UNICEF support to the process over the past two years also provided a unique position to 

support the government and leverage partnerships and resources in the COVID-19 vaccine 

preparedness and response plan alongside strengthening routine immunization in Tunisia. UNICEF 

will continue to advocate for a system strengthening approach through this process.  

  

Similarly, UNICEF worked closely with the Ministry of Social Affairs over the past three years to 

generate evidence on how to address poverty amongst children, supporting the development of a social 

protection floor and a universal child grant (UCG), a proposed law and decree for which was tabled to 

parliament end 2019. Already, changes to improve the equity of the existing social protection system 

were approved in May 2020, suppressing the ceiling on the number (up to 3 children) and age of 

children (older than 5 years), ensuring more equity for children and families’ beneficiaries. Based on 

existing knowledge and relationships - including support for three key studies on this topic in close 
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partnership with government officials - UNICEF was uniquely positioned to mobilise partnerships and 

resources for the anticipated implementation of a UCG for children from Tunisia’s poorest and most 

vulnerable households. Whilst mitigating the impacts of COVID-19 on children, this support serves as 

an interim bridge measure until the approval of the draft law for a social protection floor and UCG by 

parliament. Although the draft law foresees a payment of 10 TND/month/child for all children from 

poor households, the programme supports a 30 TND/month/child for all 0-5 year old children from the 

poorest and most vulnerable households, in line with evidence produced through the cost-benefit, 

impact and feasibility study supported by UNICEF. By implementing the recommended amount for a 

UCG into practice for children under the age of 5 registered under Tunisia’s existing social protection 

programmes, the programme intends to create the field evidence supporting government take-up. 

The COVID-19 pandemic also enabled UNICEF to raise the profile and Government interest in areas 

supported by the UNICEF programme and not earlier prioritised. As a result of the COVID-19 crisis, 

for instance, the government made the prevention of, and response to, school drop-out a national 

priority, and revealed the need for better planning, adaptation and quality education, and as such may 

represent a turning point for long overdue reforms in the education sector. The COVID-19 crisis 

required a much closer participation of parents in their children’s learning, reinforcing the importance 

of the ECD positive parenting programme UNICEF supported in 2019. In the area of child protection, 

the COVID-19 crisis presented an opportunity for UNICEF to advocate for social services for 

vulnerable children and address gaps in terms of accessibility and quality of services and improving 

multisectoral coordination. In the area of WASH, UNICEF had been supporting since 2016 the 

rehabilitation of WASH infrastructure and hygiene practices in schools, with a focus on most 

vulnerable regions. As part of this effort, UNICEF supported upgrading of standards for WASH in 

schools – adapted to the specific needs of girls and boys and taking into account the realities on the 

ground. The relevance of this programme significantly increased as a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Over 10,000 children had been trained on hand-washing practices just before the COVID-

19 outbreak. WASH infrastructure in 21 schools, benefiting 8,431 children, had been finalized in time 

for the back to school in 2020, enabling a safer return to school of these children in the COVID-19 

context.  The work carried out with UNICEF’s support in this area placed UNICEF in a unique 

position to mobilize funds for small repairs and fixes in over 150 schools, and to undertake a full-scale 

needs assessment at country-level for WASH in schools.   

  

Finally, UNICEF was able to leverage the SITAN methodology in its policy dialogue with government 

and partners. Structured around the progress and challenges towards the achievement of SDGs, the 

SITAN presented an important advocacy opportunity, and was widely taken up by the Government, 

media and partners alike. Clearly identifying and communicating gaps in the realization of child rights 

in line with the SDGs and its indicators framework offered an important entry point, easy to 

communicate to all stakeholders and aligned to the national SDG policy agenda. A light review of the 

SITAN to integrate the risks of the COVID-19 pandemic across the different areas ensured the 

continued relevance of the document following the crisis. The alignment of the SITAN with the SDG 

framework also facilitated UNICEF efforts to ensure a child sensitive UNSDCF.  

 
 

 

 

 


