
Update on the context and situation of children
Country  Context

Despite the  structural challenges, the Country had ambitious development perspectives for  the year. 
Unemployment fell from 12.2% in 2018 to 11.3% in 2019 (the best  rate in 8 years), the GDP forecasts 
for 2020 was about 5.5% before the  COVID-19 crisis. In the first quarter of 2020, the economy grew 
5.8%,  although still in that period the effects of COVID-19 began to be felt,  especially in the tourism 
and transport sectors. Also, in 2019 Cabo Verde has  registered medium human development with an 
index at 0.651 (2019).

On 28 March  2020, the government of Cabo Verde declared a State of Emergency, which decreed  the 
cessation of all non-essential services, travel, gatherings, and schools.  Despite these efforts, the 
number of COVID-19 cases continues to increase,  reaching 12433 cases and 115 deaths 
(www.covid19.cv, 12/01/2021).

Growth is  expected to contract by 8.5% to 11% in 2020, followed by a slow recovery in  2021 
(+4.5%), due to demand and supply shock in tourism (25% of GDP, 60% decrease  projected in both 
demand and revenues in 2020); and a drop in foreign direct  investments (-5% drop at regional level) 
and remittances (9% of GDP, -23.1% projected  at regional level), as well as in for other internal 
conditions, which arise  from the lockdown and measures of social distance, reducing the demand for  
goods and services. This will lead the labour market to lose about 19,800  jobs (52.6% of which are 
women) and unemployment is expected to reach 19.2%.  The informal sector (52.5% of jobs) was also 
dramatically affected.

The  government and UN have jointly established a national response and recovery  plan, wherein 
UNICEF played a central implementation role. To “build forward  better” and enhance Cabo Verde’s 
resilience to future shocks, a combination  of revised strategic priorities and corresponding sources of 
financing will  be necessary. To this end, the government has recently concluded an extensive  
consultation process to define its strategic vision, Ambition 2030, with a  particular focus on human 
capital.

While  virus-related deaths are concentrated among older demographics, social  distancing and 
lockdown have severely affected youth. This is particularly  the case for youth in vulnerable 
communities more likely to be affected by  violence and crime. According to the SEIA, 30% of young 
people (ages 15-24)  do not work or study at the moment (Men: 27.7%; Women: 32.8%). Women are 
also  severely affected by COVID-19 as it exacerbates lower pre-existing capacity differentials.

Child  Profile in Cabo Verde

With regard to child health, a reduction in infant mortality from 24.9  (2008) to 15.8 (2017) can be 
observed. Perinatal infections continue to be  the main causes of infant mortality, followed by 
congenital, infectious and  parasitic anomalies which also suffered slight increases in the period.

The reduction in mortality in the 0-1-year range is an advance because  it is the major component in 
terms of infant mortality (under 5 years),  accounting for about 85% of deaths in this age group, 
especially in rural  areas. With this, there has been a great reduction in the probability of a  1-year old 
child dying before reaching the age of 5 in Cape Verde, with  mortality between 0-5 years of age 
falling from 28.1 in 2008 to 17.0 in 2018.
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On the other hand, maternal mortality has fluctuated over the years. It  should be noted that the small 
population of the country does not allow for a  better sizing of the data, considering the denominator 
per 100,000. The  improvement in these mortality indicators is partly related to free access to  prenatal 
and vaccination services. 

In the area of malnutrition, Cape Verde has made considerable progress,  reflected in the reduction of 
the acute malnutrition rate from 5.2% (2009) to  4.4% (2018) and chronic malnutrition from 13.3% 
(2009) to 11.0% (2018).  Still, one of the biggest challenges facing children under 5 in the field of  
nutrition is the high prevalence of anemia, which affects 43% of children. 

Several interventions have been carried out to prevent and treat  malnutrition and micronutrient 
deficiencies, including anemia, and among  them, the Home Fortification strategy stands out. From the 
standard  formulation, the country has created a national brand called VITAFERRO, which  provides 
children under 5 years of age with about 50 percent of recommended  daily micronutrient intakes.   

In the 2019/2020 school year, due to the COVID19 pandemic, about 24,644  pre-school children, 
83,499 primary and lower secondary and 28,543 uppers  secondary, a total of 136,686, 67,727 girls 
were in school between March 24  and September 30. In the country's capital, Praia, the return to 
school took  place only in November. The students had two trimesters with evaluation and  the third 
had administrative evaluation.

In the context of strengthening national legislation on child rights,  UNICEF is being support the 
country in the revision of the legal framework on  sexual violence against children and in the 
operationalization of an  integrated information and data-tracking system in the field of child rights,  
which will enable data and information to be compiled and distributed from  other public sectors and 
from NGOs involved in childhood related fields.

The Labor Code  include a set of legal rights and guarantees for children and adolescents.  The country 
possesses an institutional framework that brings together  different state organizations and NGO´s that 
work to fulfil the Rights of the  Child. The Cape Verdean Institute for Child and Adolescence – ICCA 
continue  playing an important role in the Child Protection System. The finalization of  the Child and 
Adolescent Protection Policy document and its action plan  (2020-2021), aligned with the CRC 
constitute an important result achieved in  2019 and the formulation of a new national action plan to 
prevent and fight  against sexual violence (2021 – 2023) in 2020.The reinforcement of ICCA´s and  
others child protection stakeholders’ capacities continued in 2020. In addition,  UNICEF supported the 
government in the reinforcement of the human resources  capacities in Maio, Boa Vista, Fogo and 
Brava islands and the emergencies  centers, that provided psychological support to children and their 
families,  with attention to situations related to sexual violence and NGO´s for the  protection of 
children against COVID.

Major contributions and drivers of results
Goal Area 1  - Every child survives and thrives

The COVID  19 pandemic caused a reprogramming of planned activities to ensure a response  to the 
epidemic and continuity of health services for children, adolescents  and women.

As a member of the UN COVID 19 Coordination  Team with WHO, RCO and UN Dispensary, the 
Central Coordination Nucleus for  Risk Communication and Community Engagement (NUCEC) and 
the National  Coordination Committee for the COVID 19 vaccine, UNICEF contributed to the  
development and implementation of the National Contingency Plans of the  United Nations System 
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and the National Risk Communication and Community  Engagement Plan (RCCE). Contributed to the 
design/dissemination of  communication/awareness raising materials based on two KAP studies, and 
to  the strengthening of technical capacity in the health, education, child protection  and civil society 
sectors in the area of RCCE, using innovative strategies  and information technologies. UNICEF 
supported the procurement/acquisition of  tests and personal protective equipment (PPE). 

UNICEF has  contributed to the adaptation of health services towards the continuity of  services, and to 
the achievement of important results such as the reduction  of the anemia rate from 52% to 43% and 
the infant mortality rate of 13/1,000  live births.

UNICEF also  collaborated with the Ministry of Health and Social Security (MSSS) towards  
strengthening the Health Information System (Health SIS) and expanding the  implementation of 
DHIS2, contributing to the strengthened technical capacity  in the collection, recording and analysis of 
data on maternal and child  health (immunization and nutrition), adolescent health (AH) and 
HIV/AIDS in  the 9 municipalities on the island of Santiago, São Vicente and Boa Vista,  and analysis 
of nutrition statistics was strengthened in 100% of the health  facilities. 

Health at  the community level was strengthened with 200 trained community health  workers, 
integrating health, disability, violence prevention and child  protection, through a multisectoral 
partnership. Results have been achieved  related to strategic planning in nutrition, namely the National 
Food and  Nutrition Plan 2021-2025 developed, the National Protocol for Micronutrient  
Supplementation and Fortification finalized and disseminated at 100% of  health facilities, and 
Breastfeeding promoted within the framework of  South-South Cooperation with Mozambique, 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Brazil. 

The  Expanded Program on Immunization/Child Health has had the capacity of 35 new  health 
technicians (vaccinators) strengthened in 100% of the health  facilities in EVM (Effective Vaccine 
Management) and cold chain, as well as  efforts have been made towards the continuity of 
immunization services with  specific guidelines developed and disseminated. Communication and  
sensitization activities on the importance of vaccination during the pandemic  (TV/Radio spot), and 
efforts to overcome the challenges of international  transport of routine vaccines were carried out. 
100% of immunization services  have been reinforced with Hygiene Kit (child-friendly sink) for 
awareness and  prevention of COVID-19. Steps have been initiated for the introduction of the  HPV 
vaccine, with domestic resources mobilized, KAP study conducted and  communication materials 
produced. The launch of the campaign is planned for 2021.  

UNICEF, in  partnership with UNFPA, has collaborated with the MSSS and civil society  
organizations in the area of maternal, neonatal and child health and  adolescent health, ensuring 
continuity of services, with an institutional  delivery rate >90%.  Prenatal/birth/postpartum  care 
protocols have been adapted to the context of COVID-19, and technical  capacity has been 
strengthened in prenatal care in 100% of the health  facilities. The Neonatology Department of the 
central hospital has been  reinforced with equipment (ventilators and monitors). Attention to  
adolescents, due to the closure of schools, has been guaranteed through  interventions carried out by 
local associations and NGOs, with an integrated  approach of prevention of COVID-19 and 
psychological support. 

The  national response to HIV/AIDS continued, as did the process of eliminating  vertical transmission 
of HIV and Syphilis (eTME) and the Innovation to scale  PoC-EID project. Commitment to eMTCT at 
the high level was reiterated, and  the information, monitoring and evaluation system was strengthened 
and  integrated to allow for data analysis at the decentralized level. Quality  control procedures for HIV 
and Syphilis screening were integrated into the  National Reproductive Health Program (PNSR), and 
psycho-social support to  pregnant women continued, in coordination with the PNSR at the national  
level. The MSSS is committed to Innovation to scale PoC-EID with the  following results:  Roadmap, 
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Commodity  Forecast and Quality Assurance Plan developed, and diagnostic/laboratory  capacity 
strengthened, which will contribute to more than 95% national  PoC/EID coverage.

Goal  Area 2 - Every child learns

Regarding  Early Childhood, UNICEF contributed to the reinforcement of hygiene and  sanitary 
conditions in kindergartens and Day Care Centers, having supported  the construction and distribution 
of hygiene kits for 100 (hand washing,  cleaning materials) establishments, covering 3547 of which 
1831 are girls.  The capacities of the Kindergartens and Day Care Centers were also reinforced  with 
the production and dissemination of a guide for the organization and  sanitation of the establishments 
in the context of the pandemic, and the  training of 60 kindergarten caregivers to be qualified to deal 
with children  from 0 to 3 years old was initiated. 

In  addition, pedagogical conditions were reinforced in the public kindergartens (290  of 334 existing) 
with the provision of playful and pedagogical materials  (books, games, manipulable materials, etc) 
that benefit about 16,000  children, 49% of them female.

For the strengthening  of Quality and Inclusion in Education, UNICEF contributed to ensure the  
continuity of educational action during the period in which schools were  closed, through financial and 
technical support for the design of classes  (330 until July) and their dissemination on TV and Radio, 
distribution of  fact sheets to about 14195 (17%) elementary school students, 7191 of whom  were 
girls, who were in shadow areas (without TV and Radio signals) and in  situations of social and 
economic vulnerability.

Teachers'  capacities were also strengthened (3445 of the approximately 4800 in  existence, 2294 of 
them women) in basic and secondary education for the use  of digital tools and the basic methodology 
of distance education as a  complement to the classes in person. The teachers have acquired basic  
resources to face eventual emergencies that force them to discontinue the  presential classes.

The hygiene  and sanitary safety conditions were improved in all schools through the  provision of 
hygiene kits, which include ecological hand washing (tap  operated with a pedal and with control of the 
use of water that can be reused  in particular for watering plants).   These kits were distributed to all 
public basic and secondary schools  in the country (about 450 hand washers). In addition, capacities 
for  intervention were strengthened with the production and distribution of guides  for the organization 
and hygiene of spaces.

In order to  strengthen the conditions to respond to the needs of children with disabilities,  the 23 teams 
of the Ministry of Education (MoE) of Support to Inclusive  Education were provided with playful and 
pedagogical materials that can be  used for early and appropriate stimulation of children's learning.

During the  period of discontinuation of in-person classes, the prevention of violence  and particularly 
GBV through classes on radio and TV was a methodology  supported by UNICEF as well as the 
strengthening of skills of teachers of  pilot schools with socially vulnerable students, for the use of the  
methodology of "inclusive reading" (prevention of violence using  literature).

The  consolidation of the system of signaling and monitoring of children with  special needs, through 
the strengthening of the training of the Councils of  Support for Inclusive Education teams is also 
noteworthy.

In terms of  capacity strengthening of the MoE for planning, monitoring and evaluation, in  2020 
UNICEF provided technical assistance to the MoE for the extension of the  Integrated School 
Management System to Pre-school.In terms of capacity  building, UNICEF supported the 
reinforcement of M&E skills of the  technicians of the central services of the MoE (10) for updating 
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the Plan of M&E  of the Strategic Plan of Education (2017-2021) and the Plan of Response to  
COVID19 and reopening of the Schools, and reinforcement of the statistical  management and SIGE of 
about 110 focal points and statistics of the School  Groups. As a result, yearbooks for 2018-19 and 
2019-2020 are ready for  publication.

In the  field of Risk communication and prevention of COVID19, the CO provided  technical and 
financial support for teachers training in Cape Verde (about  30) and the PALOP (about 100) on risk 
communication and COVID19 prevention.  In addition, it contributed to the provision of risk 
communication and  prevention materials to schools, adapted to the educational context and to  
children, which are: the first online educational game in the country,  “Sabaozinho”, aimed at children 
aged 6-12 years; history book "Mission  anti-virus" and playbook and cognitive activities for the same 
age group. 

Goal  Area 3 - Every child is protected from violence and exploitation

The child  protection program had significant achievement in 2020 with the contribution  of the Annual 
Work Plan – AWP, in partnerships with the main child protection  stakeholders and partners. A new 
legal framework on sexual crime was approved  in the Parliament and awaiting for the promulgation 
by the President of the  Republic; It is in the final phase of development, a new national action plan  to 
prevent and fight against sexual violence for the period of 2021-2023 and  it was formulated a national 
multi-stakeholder C4D communication strategy to  prevent and fight against child SEA. 

The  programme contributed to the development and approval of the Orlando Pantera  Center´s organic 
(decree approved by the government). The center is meant for  children in contact with the law and 
dealing with the justice system (12-15  years). 

The  technical and institutional capacities of the Caboverdien Institute of Child  and 
Adolescence/ICCA and other actors are strengthened, particularly for the  protection of children 
against COVID-19. More than 45 child protection  professionals received remote/online training on 
risk communication and community  engagement. 4.000 brochures of the guide – COVID19: a guide 
for parents and  teachers: how to protect your children and students have been produced and  
distributed to the public schools at national level. Through the main  partners, around 12.790 children, 
parents and primary caregivers were  provided with community based mental health and psychosocial 
support and 377  children without parental or family care were provided with appropriate  alternative 
care arrangements and 1.617 girls and boys who have experienced  violence were reached by social 
work and justice enforcement services. 

UNICEF has also  supported the Ministry of Justice and Labor and the Judiciary Police in the  
purchase of reagents for the creation of conditions to do 1000 analyses for  the DNA tests for paternity 
investigation, taking into account the existence  of a high number of pending cases in the prosecutor's  
in relation with the Paternity  investigations. With the support of UNICEF, the Public Ministry 
designed and  launched a site for child and family (http://menores.ministeriopublico.cv/) and more  
than 100 professional from the justice system had their capacities  strengthened in different domain of 
child protection (24-27 November) and two  collections on national and international legislation on 
child protection  have been edited and published.  

UNICEF and  partners have celebrated the WCD and the 31.º CRC through a national Juvenile  Forum 
that counted with 70 adolescent and juvenile deputies at national  level. UNICEF has also been 
supporting the country in the development of a  case management and information system.

Goal  Area 4 - Every child lives in a safe and clean environment

In this  field, and taking into consideration the pandemic situation, in an initiative  in partnership with 
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UNDP Accelerator Labs Team, 2 portable hand washing  stations were installed at the localities of 
Ponta de Agua and Calabaceira, covering  these vulnerable communities of Praia City.

Regarding  vulnerability of children, 100 portable hand washing stations were built and  distributed to 
children in schools and daycare centers on the islands of  Santiago, São Nicolau and S.Vicente, thus 
reducing the spread of the virus.

Goal  Area 5 - Every child has an equitable chance in life

Considering the situation caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, it was  necessary to reprogram the 
activities and resources, to reinforce the  activities approved under the social protection measures 
implemented by the  Government. The process of institutionalizing the Social Registry in Cabo  Verde 
was strengthened and the Single Social Register was extended, enabling  the registration of vulnerable 
households, ensuring access to social  protection programmes, namely: RSI-Social Inclusion Income, 
RSO-Solidarity  Income and RSIE-Emergency Social Inclusion Income. A total of 56,730  households 
and 221,514 individuals are now registered in the Single registry,  with a 42% increase in 2020 in the 
number of registrations compared to 2019.  As a result, about 30,000 individuals and their families 
benefited from  social transfers, allowed them to have access to an income while minimizing  the 
negative effects of the COVID19 pandemic. 

Continuing the process  of municipalizing of social protection, UNICEF supported the establishment 
of  5 cabinet for support and guidance to the families benefiting from the Social  Income program in 
the municipalities of Maio, Mosteiros, P. Novo, S.  Catarina, S. Miguel and Praia. As result, the local 
comprehensive care  network for families benefiting from the Social inclusion income was  reinforced 
and delivers better quality service in the context of COVID19  pandemic. 

Capacities of 37 social  technicians were reinforced in order to allow them to better intervene in 
monitoring  families in situations of social vulnerability, specifically the  beneficiaries of the Social 
Inclusion Income program, aiming to meet their  minimum needs and their social and productive 
inclusion.

The gender equality  considerations have always been a concern in the sense of leaving no one  behind, 
especially in Cape Verde where more than 50% of households are headed  by women. Of the 30, 000 
individuals and their families benefiting from  social transfers, about 52% are female heads of families, 
therefore improving  their livelihoods during the pandemic. It should be noted that among the 37  
social technicians trained, 30 are women and 7 men.

UNICEF also did  advocacy to promote the development of budgets for social protection  programmes 
child sensitive.

In the context of UN  COVID 19 MPTF funds were mobilized (USD 158,000) and the project “Safety 
nets  and revenue recovery for the poorest households and women informal workers in  Cabo Verde” 
was financed. In this context, UNICEF supported 1,000 families in  vulnerable situations with the 
Emerging Inclusion Income (Cash transfer).

Regarding Data  Production, in response to the government's request, a Call Center was set up  at the 
National Institute of Statistics (INE) to facilitate rapid surveys,  which enabled the country to obtain 
socio-economic  statistical data on its population for  rapid decision-making, especially in the context 
of COVID19. Technical  capacities of 96 trainers were strengthened in methodologies for the  
elaboration of the General Census of population (Census is planned to be held  in 2021), which 
allowed capacity building of 1,639 inquirers from all the  islands of Cabo Verde.

With the implementation  of the Integrated Programme for Youth (youthconnket-CV) it was possible 
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to provide  the country with a strategic framework to guide and implement the youth  agenda. The 
implementation of a decentralized youth service (regional youth  delegations) has also provided the 
country with greater capacity to respond  to the demands of adolescents and youth during 2020. 

In order to promote  adolescent and youth engagement, a total of 220 young people were trained 
online  due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Goal Area 1  - Every child survives and thrives

  

The COVID  19 pandemic caused a reprogramming of planned activities to ensure a response  to the 
epidemic and continuity of health services for children, adolescents  and women.

  

As a member of the UN COVID 19 Coordination  Team with WHO, RCO and UN Dispensary, the 
Central Coordination Nucleus for  Risk Communication and Community Engagement (NUCEC) and 
the National  Coordination Committee for the COVID 19 vaccine, UNICEF contributed to the  
development and implementation of the National Contingency Plans of the  United Nations System 
and the National Risk Communication and Community  Engagement Plan (RCCE). Contributed to the 
design/dissemination of  communication/awareness raising materials based on two KAP studies, and 
to  the strengthening of technical capacity in the health, education, child protection  and civil society 
sectors in the area of RCCE, using innovative strategies  and information technologies. UNICEF 
supported the procurement/acquisition of  tests and personal protective equipment (PPE). 

  

UNICEF has  contributed to the adaptation of health services towards the continuity of  services, and to 
the achievement of important results such as the reduction  of the anemia rate from 52% to 43% and 
the infant mortality rate of 13/1,000  live births.
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UNICEF also  collaborated with the Ministry of Health and Social Security (MSSS) towards  
strengthening the Health Information System (Health SIS) and expanding the  implementation of 
DHIS2, contributing to the strengthened technical capacity  in the collection, recording and analysis of 
data on maternal and child  health (immunization and nutrition), adolescent health (AH) and 
HIV/AIDS in  the 9 municipalities on the island of Santiago, São Vicente and Boa Vista,  and analysis 
of nutrition statistics was strengthened in 100% of the health  facilities. 

  

Health at  the community level was strengthened with 200 trained community health  workers, 
integrating health, disability, violence prevention and child  protection, through a multisectoral 
partnership. Results have been achieved  related to strategic planning in nutrition, namely the National 
Food and  Nutrition Plan 2021-2025 developed, the National Protocol for Micronutrient  
Supplementation and Fortification finalized and disseminated at 100% of  health facilities, and 
Breastfeeding promoted within the framework of  South-South Cooperation with Mozambique, 
Angola, Guinea-Bissau and Brazil. 

  

The  Expanded Program on Immunization/Child Health has had the capacity of 35 new  health 
technicians (vaccinators) strengthened in 100% of the health  facilities in EVM (Effective Vaccine 
Management) and cold chain, as well as  efforts have been made towards the continuity of 
immunization services with  specific guidelines developed and disseminated. Communication and  
sensitization activities on the importance of vaccination during the pandemic  (TV/Radio spot), and 
efforts to overcome the challenges of international  transport of routine vaccines were carried out. 
100% of immunization services  have been reinforced with Hygiene Kit (child-friendly sink) for 
awareness and  prevention of COVID-19. Steps have been initiated for the introduction of the  HPV 
vaccine, with domestic resources mobilized, KAP study conducted and  communication materials 
produced. The launch of the campaign is planned for 2021.  

  

UNICEF, in  partnership with UNFPA, has collaborated with the MSSS and civil society  
organizations in the area of maternal, neonatal and child health and  adolescent health, ensuring 
continuity of services, with an institutional  delivery rate >90%.  Prenatal/birth/postpartum  care 
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protocols have been adapted to the context of COVID-19, and technical  capacity has been 
strengthened in prenatal care in 100% of the health  facilities. The Neonatology Department of the 
central hospital has been  reinforced with equipment (ventilators and monitors). Attention to  
adolescents, due to the closure of schools, has been guaranteed through  interventions carried out by 
local associations and NGOs, with an integrated  approach of prevention of COVID-19 and 
psychological support. 

  

The  national response to HIV/AIDS continued, as did the process of eliminating  vertical transmission 
of HIV and Syphilis (eTME) and the Innovation to scale  PoC-EID project. Commitment to eMTCT at 
the high level was reiterated, and  the information, monitoring and evaluation system was strengthened 
and  integrated to allow for data analysis at the decentralized level. Quality  control procedures for HIV 
and Syphilis screening were integrated into the  National Reproductive Health Program (PNSR), and 
psycho-social support to  pregnant women continued, in coordination with the PNSR at the national  
level. The MSSS is committed to Innovation to scale PoC-EID with the  following results:  Roadmap, 
Commodity  Forecast and Quality Assurance Plan developed, and diagnostic/laboratory  capacity 
strengthened, which will contribute to more than 95% national  PoC/EID coverage.

  

Goal  Area 2 - Every child learns

  

Regarding  Early Childhood, UNICEF contributed to the reinforcement of hygiene and  sanitary 
conditions in kindergartens and Day Care Centers, having supported  the construction and distribution 
of hygiene kits for 100 (hand washing,  cleaning materials) establishments, covering 3547 of which 
1831 are girls.  The capacities of the Kindergartens and Day Care Centers were also reinforced  with 
the production and dissemination of a guide for the organization and  sanitation of the establishments 
in the context of the pandemic, and the  training of 60 kindergarten caregivers to be qualified to deal 
with children  from 0 to 3 years old was initiated. 
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In  addition, pedagogical conditions were reinforced in the public kindergartens (290  of 334 existing) 
with the provision of playful and pedagogical materials  (books, games, manipulable materials, etc) 
that benefit about 16,000  children, 49% of them female.

  

For the strengthening  of Quality and Inclusion in Education, UNICEF contributed to ensure the  
continuity of educational action during the period in which schools were  closed, through financial and 
technical support for the design of classes  (330 until July) and their dissemination on TV and Radio, 
distribution of  fact sheets to about 14195 (17%) elementary school students, 7191 of whom  were 
girls, who were in shadow areas (without TV and Radio signals) and in  situations of social and 
economic vulnerability.

  

Teachers'  capacities were also strengthened (3445 of the approximately 4800 in  existence, 2294 of 
them women) in basic and secondary education for the use  of digital tools and the basic methodology 
of distance education as a  complement to the classes in person. The teachers have acquired basic  
resources to face eventual emergencies that force them to discontinue the  presential classes.

  

The hygiene  and sanitary safety conditions were improved in all schools through the  provision of 
hygiene kits, which include ecological hand washing (tap  operated with a pedal and with control of the 
use of water that can be reused  in particular for watering plants).   These kits were distributed to all 
public basic and secondary schools  in the country (about 450 hand washers). In addition, capacities 
for  intervention were strengthened with the production and distribution of guides  for the organization 
and hygiene of spaces.
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In order to  strengthen the conditions to respond to the needs of children with disabilities,  the 23 teams 
of the Ministry of Education (MoE) of Support to Inclusive  Education were provided with playful and 
pedagogical materials that can be  used for early and appropriate stimulation of children's learning.

  

During the  period of discontinuation of in-person classes, the prevention of violence  and particularly 
GBV through classes on radio and TV was a methodology  supported by UNICEF as well as the 
strengthening of skills of teachers of  pilot schools with socially vulnerable students, for the use of the  
methodology of "inclusive reading" (prevention of violence using  literature).

  

The  consolidation of the system of signaling and monitoring of children with  special needs, through 
the strengthening of the training of the Councils of  Support for Inclusive Education teams is also 
noteworthy.

  

In terms of  capacity strengthening of the MoE for planning, monitoring and evaluation, in  2020 
UNICEF provided technical assistance to the MoE for the extension of the  Integrated School 
Management System to Pre-school.In terms of capacity  building, UNICEF supported the 
reinforcement of M&E skills of the  technicians of the central services of the MoE (10) for updating 
the Plan of M&E  of the Strategic Plan of Education (2017-2021) and the Plan of Response to  
COVID19 and reopening of the Schools, and reinforcement of the statistical  management and SIGE of 
about 110 focal points and statistics of the School  Groups. As a result, yearbooks for 2018-19 and 
2019-2020 are ready for  publication.

  

In the  field of Risk communication and prevention of COVID19, the CO provided  technical and 
financial support for teachers training in Cape Verde (about  30) and the PALOP (about 100) on risk 
communication and COVID19 prevention.  In addition, it contributed to the provision of risk 
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communication and  prevention materials to schools, adapted to the educational context and to  
children, which are: the first online educational game in the country,  “Sabaozinho”, aimed at children 
aged 6-12 years; history book "Mission  anti-virus" and playbook and cognitive activities for the same 
age  group. 

  

Goal  Area 3 - Every child is protected from violence and exploitation

  

The child  protection program had significant achievement in 2020 with the contribution  of the Annual 
Work Plan – AWP, in partnerships with the main child protection  stakeholders and partners. A new 
legal framework on sexual crime was approved  in the Parliament and awaiting for the promulgation 
by the President of the  Republic; It is in the final phase of development, a new national action plan  to 
prevent and fight against sexual violence for the period of 2021-2023 and  it was formulated a national 
multi-stakeholder C4D communication strategy to  prevent and fight against child SEA. 

  

The  programme contributed to the development and approval of the Orlando Pantera  Center´s organic 
(decree approved by the government). The center is meant for  children in contact with the law and 
dealing with the justice system (12-15  years). 

  

The  technical and institutional capacities of the Caboverdien Institute of Child  and 
Adolescence/ICCA and other actors are strengthened, particularly for the  protection of children 
against COVID-19. More than 45 child protection  professionals received remote/online training on 
risk communication and community  engagement. 4.000 brochures of the guide – COVID19: a guide 
for parents and  teachers: how to protect your children and students have been produced and  
distributed to the public schools at national level. Through the main  partners, around 12.790 children, 
parents and primary caregivers were  provided with community based mental health and psychosocial 
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support and 377  children without parental or family care were provided with appropriate  alternative 
care arrangements and 1.617 girls and boys who have experienced  violence were reached by social 
work and justice enforcement services. 

  

UNICEF has also  supported the Ministry of Justice and Labor and the Judiciary Police in the  
purchase of reagents for the creation of conditions to do 1000 analyses for  the DNA tests for paternity 
investigation, taking into account the existence  of a high number of pending cases in the prosecutor's  
in relation with the Paternity  investigations. With the support of UNICEF, the Public Ministry 
designed and  launched a site for child and family (http://menores.ministeriopublico.cv/) and more  
than 100 professional from the justice system had their capacities  strengthened in different domain of 
child protection (24-27 November) and two  collections on national and international legislation on 
child protection  have been edited and published.  

  

UNICEF and  partners have celebrated the WCD and the 31.º CRC through a national Juvenile  Forum 
that counted with 70 adolescent and juvenile deputies at national  level. UNICEF has also been 
supporting the country in the development of a  case management and information system.

  

Goal  Area 4 - Every child lives in a safe and clean environment

  

In this  field, and taking into consideration the pandemic situation, in an initiative  in partnership with 
UNDP Accelerator Labs Team, 2 portable hand washing  stations were installed at the localities of 
Ponta de Agua and Calabaceira, covering  these vulnerable communities of Praia City.
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Regarding  vulnerability of children, 100 portable hand washing stations were built and  distributed to 
children in schools and daycare centers on the islands of  Santiago, São Nicolau and S.Vicente, thus 
reducing the spread of the virus.

  

Goal  Area 5 - Every child has an equitable chance in life

  

Considering the situation caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, it was  necessary to reprogram the 
activities and resources, to reinforce the  activities approved under the social protection measures 
implemented by the  Government. The process of institutionalizing the Social Registry in Cabo  Verde 
was strengthened and the Single Social Register was extended, enabling  the registration of vulnerable 
households, ensuring access to social  protection programmes, namely: RSI-Social Inclusion Income, 
RSO-Solidarity  Income and RSIE-Emergency Social Inclusion Income. A total of 56,730  households 
and 221,514 individuals are now registered in the Single registry,  with a 42% increase in 2020 in the 
number of registrations compared to 2019.  As a result, about 30,000 individuals and their families 
benefited from  social transfers, allowed them to have access to an income while minimizing  the 
negative effects of the COVID19 pandemic. 

  

Continuing the process  of municipalizing of social protection, UNICEF supported the establishment 
of  5 cabinet for support and guidance to the families benefiting from the Social  Income program in 
the municipalities of Maio, Mosteiros, P. Novo, S.  Catarina, S. Miguel and Praia. As result, the local 
comprehensive care  network for families benefiting from the Social inclusion income was  reinforced 
and delivers better quality service in the context of COVID19  pandemic. 
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Capacities of 37 social  technicians were reinforced in order to allow them to better intervene in 
monitoring  families in situations of social vulnerability, specifically the  beneficiaries of the Social 
Inclusion Income program, aiming to meet their  minimum needs and their social and productive 
inclusion.

  

The gender equality  considerations have always been a concern in the sense of leaving no one  behind, 
especially in Cape Verde where more than 50% of households are headed  by women. Of the 30, 000 
individuals and their families benefiting from  social transfers, about 52% are female heads of families, 
therefore improving  their livelihoods during the pandemic. It should be noted that among the 37  
social technicians trained, 30 are women and 7 men.

  

UNICEF also did  advocacy to promote the development of budgets for social protection  programmes 
child sensitive.

  

In the context of UN  COVID 19 MPTF funds were mobilized (USD 158,000) and the project “Safety 
nets  and revenue recovery for the poorest households and women informal workers in  Cabo Verde” 
was financed. In this context, UNICEF supported 1,000 families in  vulnerable situations with the 
Emerging Inclusion Income (Cash transfer).

  

Regarding Data  Production, in response to the government's request, a Call Center was set up  at the 
National Institute of Statistics (INE) to facilitate rapid surveys,  which enabled the country to obtain 
socio-economic  statistical data on its population for  rapid decision-making, especially in the context 
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of COVID19. Technical  capacities of 96 trainers were strengthened in methodologies for the  
elaboration of the General Census of population (Census is planned to be held  in 2021), which 
allowed capacity building of 1,639 inquirers from all the  islands of Cabo Verde.

  

With the implementation  of the Integrated Programme for Youth (youthconnket-CV) it was possible 
to provide  the country with a strategic framework to guide and implement the youth  agenda. The 
implementation of a decentralized youth service (regional youth  delegations) has also provided the 
country with greater capacity to respond  to the demands of adolescents and youth during 2020. 

  

In order to promote  adolescent and youth engagement, a total of 220 young people were trained 
online  due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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UN Collaboration and Other Partnerships

As a Joint-Office of UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA,  all results are achieved in an integrated way by the 
3 agencies. The CO  reprogrammed the AWP's to address the pandemic situation with funds from the  
3 agencies.

From the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic,  UNICEF has been a member of the coordinating 
committees of the national  response, namely (i) UN COVID 19 Coordination Team with WHO, RCO 
and UN  Dispensary, (ii) Central Coordinating Nucleus for Risk Communication and  Community 
Engagement (NUCEC), under the leadership of the National Institute  of Public Health (INSP) and (iii) 
National Coordinating Committee for the  introduction of the COVID-19 vaccine. This participation 
enabled UNICEF to  contribute to i) the development and implementation of the National  Contingency 
Plan, the United Nations System Contingency Plan and the National  Risk Communication and 
Community Commitment Plan (NUCEC), ii) the design and  dissemination of 
communication/information materials and the sensitization of  the general population, and in particular 
adolescents and young people based  on two CAP I and II studies carried out, as well as iii) actions to  
strengthen the technical capacity of the public sector (health, education,  child protection technicians) 
and civil society (community associations, NGOs  of social activists) in CRECs that have reached 
about 350 individuals at the  national level, using innovative strategies and information technologies.  
UNICEF also supported the international procurement and acquisition of  diagnostic means (tests) and 
personal protective equipment (PPE) in response  to the Government's request.

In Education sector, the year 2020 was  fruitful in terms of partnership within the UN and joint 
activities to respond  to COVID19 of which we highlight: with UNFPA (training of teachers for  
"inclusive reading"), UNESCO (Risk Communication, Distance  Learning, Reopening Schools) and 
UNDP (food assistance to 18,000 children and  their families, in situations of social vulnerability, 
during the period of  confinement). In addition, the partnership with Global Partnership for  Education 
was strengthened and UNICEF was selected to manage the accelerated  funding for COVID19 made 
available by this institution.

Regarding private sector, there was also a  very successful partnership with Telecom Operators that 
provided free  internet access to the trainees, enabling a track record number of  participants in the on-
line trainings (due to the pandemic).
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Lessons Learned and Innovations
In this such a unique year, important lessons were learned.

What did work well:

Like other countries, Cabo Verde was also very affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and the United 
Nations System was one of the first development partners in the country to respond to the 
Government's call for measures to mitigate the effects of the crisis. In this context, it is worth 
highlighting the joint and integrated response carried out by the United Nation’s Agencies in Cabo 
Verde, with emphasis on the three agencies of the Joint Office (UNDP, UNFPA and UNICEF). As an 
example, in the field of education and particularly with regard to children's food security, the joint 
intervention of UNICEF, UNDP and FAO resulted in the mobilization of resources that made it 
possible to ensure hot meals for about 30,000 children during the school break period, derived from the 
confinement imposed by the authorities. In the health field, joint interventions made by UNICEF and 
WHO have enabled the Government to achieve excellent results in combating the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The participation of UNICEF staff in the multisectoral team set up by the government to elaborate the 
mechanisms for the allocation of social benefits in the framework of the social programmes created in 
response to COVID19 has enabled UNICEF to position itself among the government's main partners in 
the implementation of social programmes.
The pandemic situation created a greater institutional solidarity in terms of coordinating action on the 
field with the different sectors, such as the child protection services and the national police, with the 
health services, with the NGO´s, as well as the Ministry of justice services, etc.
Regular consultations with national partners resulted in greater agreement and commitment to the 
implementation of planned activities and, more importantly, the reprogramming of activities to meet 
the needs expressed in the context of the pandemic by the COVID19.
A "new normal" use of digital and remote communication platforms to monitor programs and activity 
plans allowed us to continue to implement our programmes, supporting the country and the most 
vulnerable with the aim at the 2030 Agenda.

What did not work so well:
The monitoring of program results and actions on the people for whom they are intended, due to the 
difficulties of travel and information/data collection in the context of the pandemic by COVID19. The 
country does not have procedures for monitoring or standards for emergency situations. Work needs to 
be done to ensure that minimum standards are agreed upon.

Update on the context and trends

Country  Context

 

Despite the  structural challenges, the Country had ambitious development perspectives for  the year. 
Unemployment fell from 12.2% in 2018 to 11.3% in 2019 (the best  rate in 8 years), the GDP forecasts 

Page 18  of  21

Page 18  of  21



for 2020 was about 5.5% before the  COVID-19 crisis. In the first quarter of 2020, the economy grew 
5.8%,  although still in that period the effects of COVID-19 began to be felt,  especially in the tourism 
and transport sectors. Also, in 2019 Cabo Verde has  registered medium human development with an 
index at 0.651 (2019).

On 28 March  2020, the government of Cabo Verde declared a State of Emergency, which decreed  the 
cessation of all non-essential services, travel, gatherings, and schools.  Despite these efforts, the 
number of COVID-19 cases continues to increase,  reaching 12433 cases and 115 deaths 
(www.covid19.cv, 12/01/2021).

Growth is  expected to contract by 8.5% to 11% in 2020, followed by a slow recovery in  2021 
(+4.5%), due to demand and supply shock in tourism (25% of GDP, 60% decrease  projected in both 
demand and revenues in 2020); and a drop in foreign direct  investments (-5% drop at regional level) 
and remittances (9% of GDP, -23.1% projected  at regional level), as well as in for other internal 
conditions, which arise  from the lockdown and measures of social distance, reducing the demand for  
goods and services. This will lead the labour market to lose about 19,800  jobs (52.6% of which are 
women) and unemployment is expected to reach 19.2%.  The informal sector (52.5% of jobs) was also 
dramatically affected.

The  government and UN have jointly established a national response and recovery  plan, wherein 
UNICEF played a central implementation role. To “build forward  better” and enhance Cabo Verde’s 
resilience to future shocks, a combination  of revised strategic priorities and corresponding sources of 
financing will  be necessary. To this end, the government has recently concluded an extensive  
consultation process to define its strategic vision, Ambition 2030, with a  particular focus on human 
capital.

While  virus-related deaths are concentrated among older demographics, social  distancing and 
lockdown have severely affected youth. This is particularly  the case for youth in vulnerable 
communities more likely to be affected by  violence and crime. According to the SEIA, 30% of young 
people (ages 15-24)  do not work or study at the moment (Men: 27.7%; Women: 32.8%). Women are 
also  severely affected by COVID-19 as it exacerbates lower pre-existing capacity  differentials.
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Child  Profile in Cabo Verde

With regard to child health, a reduction in infant mortality from 24.9  (2008) to 15.8 (2017) can be 
observed. Perinatal infections continue to be  the main causes of infant mortality, followed by 
congenital, infectious and  parasitic anomalies which also suffered slight increases in the period.

The reduction in mortality in the 0-1-year range is an advance because  it is the major component in 
terms of infant mortality (under 5 years),  accounting for about 85% of deaths in this age group, 
especially in rural  areas. With this, there has been a great reduction in the probability of a  1-year old 
child dying before reaching the age of 5 in Cape Verde, with  mortality between 0-5 years of age 
falling from 28.1 in 2008 to 17.0 in 2018.

On the other hand, maternal mortality has fluctuated over the years. It  should be noted that the small 
population of the country does not allow for a  better sizing of the data, considering the denominator 
per 100,000. The  improvement in these mortality indicators is partly related to free access to  prenatal 
and vaccination services. 

In the area of malnutrition, Cape Verde has made considerable progress,  reflected in the reduction of 
the acute malnutrition rate from 5.2% (2009) to  4.4% (2018) and chronic malnutrition from 13.3% 
(2009) to 11.0% (2018).  Still, one of the biggest challenges facing children under 5 in the field of  
nutrition is the high prevalence of anemia, which affects 43% of children. 
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Several interventions have been carried out to prevent and treat  malnutrition and micronutrient 
deficiencies, including anemia, and among  them, the Home Fortification strategy stands out. From the 
standard  formulation, the country has created a national brand called VITAFERRO, which  provides 
children under 5 years of age with about 50 percent of recommended  daily micronutrient intakes.   

In the 2019/2020 school year, due to the COVID19 pandemic, about 24,644  pre-school children, 
83,499 primary and lower secondary and 28,543 uppers  secondary, a total of 136,686, 67,727 girls 
were in school between March 24  and September 30. In the country's capital, Praia, the return to 
school took  place only in November. The students had two trimesters with evaluation and  the third 
had administrative evaluation.

In the context of strengthening national legislation on child rights,  UNICEF is being support the 
country in the revision of the legal framework on  sexual violence against children and in the 
operationalization of an  integrated information and data-tracking system in the field of child rights,  
which will enable data and information to be compiled and distributed from  other public sectors and 
from NGOs involved in childhood related fields.

The Labor Code  include a set of legal rights and guarantees for children and adolescents.  The country 
possesses an institutional framework that brings together  different state organizations and NGO´s that 
work to fulfil the Rights of the  Child. The Cape Verdean Institute for Child and Adolescence – ICCA 
continue  playing an important role in the Child Protection System. The finalization of  the Child and 
Adolescent Protection Policy document and its action plan  (2020-2021), aligned with the CRC 
constitute an important result achieved in  2019 and the formulation of a new national action plan to 
prevent and fight  against sexual violence (2021 – 2023) in 2020.The reinforcement of ICCA´s and  
others child protection stakeholders’ capacities continued in 2020. In addition,  UNICEF supported the 
government in the reinforcement of the human resources  capacities in Maio, Boa Vista, Fogo and 
Brava islands and the emergencies  centers, that provided psychological support to children and their 
families,  with attention to situations related to sexual violence and NGO´s for the  protection of 
children against COVID.
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