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GOOD MORNING,  

 

Every time I am asked to speak, I speak to grown-ups, but 

today I want to say something to the children. The United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child defines a child 

as anyone under the age of 18. So, if you are an African 

Child, whether living here in Africa or abroad, whether in this 

room or far away, today I am talking to you. In fact, I have 

put my message in a letter, which I will now read to you. 

 

Dear African Child, 

 

There is one thing about you that you must never forget: You 

are precious to God. You are more precious than all the gold, 

diamonds, and money in the world. You are more precious 

than all the food, clothes, and cars in the world. You are more 

precious than all the water, animals, and trees in the world. 

You are more precious than all the laws, books, and buildings 

in the world. You are more precious than all the games, all 

the jobs, and all the phones in the world. You are precious to 

God, I said. You are precious to God. 
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God is the one who made you, and you are precious to him 

because he made you special. When making you the way 

you are, God wanted you to look different, think different, 

sound different, and be different from everyone else. There is 

no one else like you in the whole world. No one else has the 

talents you have. No one else has the fingerprints you have. 

No one else has the DNA or brain you have. No one else has 

the personality or smile you have. When you laugh, your 

laugh is different from everyone else’s, because God made 

it that way. The same is true when you cry, or pray, or sing, or 

walk, or run, or chew, or feel, or snore. Everything about you 

is special.  

 

The things that make you special are like tiny seeds that God 

planted inside you. And God gave your parents and family 

the job of growing the seeds that he put inside you. It is a big 

job. It involves loving you, feeding you, educating you, 

protecting you, guiding you, nurturing you, mentoring you, 

modelling for you, correcting you, consoling you, sheltering 

you, disciplining you, and praying for you. This is what God 

uses to make the things that are special about you grow 

stronger and better. So, this is what God expects grownups 
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to do for you from the moment you are born. In fact, 

grownups have to make sure they do this for you in the first 

one thousand days after you are born, when you are growing 

the most. This is called Early Childhood Development, and it 

is so important because it is what gives you a good start. 

 

Secondly, you are precious to God not only because he 

made you special, but also because he made you in his 

image. This means that there are certain things about you 

that God made to be like him. For example, because God is 

creative, he made you creative. Look at all the things God 

created: tiny things like bugs and big things like elephants; 

fast things like gazelles and slow things like snails; colorless 

things like air and colorful things like rainbows; hot things like 

stars and cold things like snow; living things like leaves and 

dead things like hair; sad-looking things like the loris and 

happy-looking things like the quokka; fun things like puppies 

and annoying things like puppies. God created them all and 

had fun doing it too. So, he made you creative like he is, so 

that you can be like him by making all kinds of things like tools, 

toys, sounds, shapes, colors, pictures, patterns, and bubbles.  
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Thirdly, you are precious to God because he loves you. That 

means he wants and does only what is best for you. Even if it 

is something that makes you uncomfortable or causes you 

pain, if God knows that it will bring you the greatest good, the 

best growth, and the most joy in the end, then that’s what 

God will do, because he loves you. Even when you run away 

from what God says is best for you or when you go chasing 

after something God says is not, God looks for ways to bring 

you back, because he loves you. The love that God has for 

you is so deep, so vast, and so big that it makes you precious. 

So, no matter how bad you feel about yourself, or about 

what you have done, or about where you live, or about how 

you look, or about your grades, always remember that God 

feels pure love for you, and it is his love that makes you 

precious.  

 

In summary, remember that you are precious to God. You are 

precious to God because he made you special; you are 

precious to God because he made you like him; and you are 

precious to God because he loves you. Your parents’ job is 

to help you grow so that the world can see just how precious 

you are. Your presidents’ job is to make Africa better so that 
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you feel like a precious part of it. So, even though you are too 

young to vote for the president of your country, you are also 

too precious to be neglected by the president of your 

country. So, because you are precious, on this International 

Day of the African Child, I join the world in celebrating you.  

 

God bless you for listening and God bless Africa. 


