
Renewed Commitment to Advance the Rights of the Child  

“Unleashing the Unlimited Potential of the Lao Generation 2030” 

5 November 2019 

  

 

We, participants at the Lao Generation 2030 Forum gathered in Vientiane, Lao PDR, on 11 November 

2019 to mark the 30th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC@30), 

- Acknowledge the importance of continuous efforts to realize the rights of every child in Laos in 

line with the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) ratified by Lao PDR on 8 May 1991 

and the Global Pledge on CRC@30 which Lao PDR endorsed on 23 October 2019;  

 

- Take note of and commend the important progress made by the country in implementing the 

CRC, including the survival, development, protection and participation of children and, in 

particular, in key areas such as child mortality, stunting, skilled birth attendance, water and 

sanitation coverage, primary education attendance, and to some extent in reducing violence 

against children;  

 

- Highlight that investments in the generation of children and young people who will grow between 

now and 2030 – the Lao Generation 2030 – are critical, urgent and fundamental for the 

development of country’s human capital which in turn will be crucial for the successful and 

sustainable graduation of the Lao PDR from Least Developed Country (LDC) status by 2024, and 

the achievement of SDG targets by 2030; 

 

Emphasize that despite the progress, inequities in improving child wellbeing among different 

geographic areas and population groups persist and high levels of multiple deprivations affect 

children. According to the Multiple Overlapping Deprivations Analysis (MODA) which is based on 

LSIS-II data, only 12 percent of children under 18 years of age experience no deprivation at all, 

while about 70 percent suffer from at least two deprivations and 50 per cent from three or more 

deprivations in the areas of nutrition, health, education, early childhood development, child 

protection, water, sanitation, housing and information;  

 

- Recognize the importance of continuous cross-sectoral efforts and strengthened health, 

education, child and social protection systems, and child participation promotion in line with the 

Concluding Observations of the Committee of the Rights of the Child; 

 



- Underline that critical investments have to be made along the life cycle of a child to take 

advantage of the window of opportunity that is open during the first 1,000 days of life; and later 

on, during adolescence where access to quality education, skills development, employment 

opportunities, access to sexual and reproductive health services, and protection from online and 

offline sexual abuse and all forms of exploitation are key issues to address in order to make the 

country progress and become a better place for everyone; 

 

- Acknowledge with satisfaction the consultation process in preparing the Forum, including 

listening to the voice of children, adolescents and young people, and the involvement of various 

stakeholders, including national and provincial authorities, the private sector, civil society, and 

development partners, as well as the specific commitments made as per the attached Annex. 

 

We sign this Commitment in support to the Lao Generation 2030 and pledge our support to: 

- Developing Lao human capital by achieving SDG1 and the national target of reducing the 

percentage of children who are multidimensionally deprived according to the national definition 

by half by 2030 (based on MODA/LSIS-II data), while ensuring a reduction of at least 30 percent 

in each province by 2025; 

 

- Making investments in children, adolescents and young people a key priority and important 

pillar of the 9th and 10th National Socio-Economic Development Plans (NSEDP); and developing a 

national and provincial action plan for the Lao Generation 2030 along with a monitoring and 

accountability framework; 

 

- Focusing on critical interventions and programmes along the life cycle, which is based on the 

acknowledgement that children and women face multiple deprivations at different states of their 

life and that multi-dimensional problems need multi-pronged, inter-sectoral solutions; 

 

- Strengthening national health, education and child protection systems to provide quality 

services for reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health, nutrition specific and 

sensitive interventions, quality education and life skills, clean water, hygiene and safe 

environment, and protection from abuse, violence, and exploitation, with focus on most 

vulnerable and hard to reach; 

 

- Paying special attention to strengthening the child protection system to support communities, 

including children, families and other caregivers by forging strong partnerships between the 

Government, the UN, civil society organisations, development partners and the private sector to 

protect children, especially the most vulnerable, and to create developmental opportunities and 

promote child well-being; 

 

- Adopting a comprehensive approach to change behaviors and practices to provide children with 

the best start in life, make sure every child is registered, end child marriage, reduce adolescent 

pregnancies, and stop violence against children; 

 

- Paying special attention to gender equality and the empowerment of adolescent girls inspired 

by the Noi 2030 implementation framework; 



 

- Strengthening national statistic systems and establishing a robust monitoring system, in line 

with the commitments made, which allows better planning as well as tracking of resources and 

results; and  

 

- Organizing an annual Lao Generation 2030 stock-taking in conjunction with the World Children’s 

Day celebration on 20 November, involving all stakeholders – government authorities at national 

and local levels, civil society and non-governmental organizations, private sector, developing 

partners, and children and young people.  

 

Participants at the Lao Generation 2030 Forum seek support from UNICEF, in close coordination with all 

partners, to assist the Secretariat of the Lao Generation 2030 Initiative with a focus on finalizing the 

roadmap for the implementation of the Lao Generation 2030 Commitment as a contribution to the 9th 

NSEDP, establishing and implementing a coordination, monitoring and accountability framework, as well 

as helping with the annual stock-taking and reporting on progress in the implementation of the different 

commitments by all stakeholder.  

 

Signed By: 

 

Government: 

Provincial governor: 

Private sector: 

Civil society: 

Development partners: 

UN: 

UNICEF Regional Director for East Asia and Pacific: 

 

Vientiane, 11 November 2019 


