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Climale
glossary

for young people

A glossary-style guide of the concepts and
definitions that every climate activist, or budding
climate activist, needs to know. Contains essential

concepts on climate change, climate action,
instruments and human rights.
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Presentalion

“We, as young people, are agents of
change in different sections of
society. We are not being left behind
in climate action: our voices are
being increasingly heard and we are
demanding the right to participate
fully. In fact, our participation is a
right that should be central to the
formulation of public policy.”

The Toolkit for Young Climate Activists in Latin
America and the Caribbean was created by
young people who, like you, are concerned
about our planet's situation and who, as
activists, have faced many challenges when
advocating and taking action.

Our goal is to share clear, concise, easily
understandable information that describes the
course that global, regional and national
climate action is taking, in order to prepare you
for meaningful and informed participation.

The booklets interrelate and are designed so
that you can read them in succession and
progressively deepen your knowledge of each
of the topics. You can also consult them
independently, according to your needs.

Tools for climate action: Key tools for making
progress towards the global climate action
goals and the Sustainable Development Goals,
including the Paris Agreement, nationally
determined contributions and other tools.

What is climate governance? Information about
climate governance and the decision-making
process at the national and international levels,
including the Framework Convention on
Climate Change, how it works and the
mechanisms for participation.

Prepare to take action! Practical advice and
accounts of other activists' experiences to help
you develop the skills needed to take part in
and influence the climate agenda.

The Paris Agreement for young people: Details
of the Agreement, its importance, and all its
articles in simple language.

Escazi Agreement for young people: Essential
information about the Agreement, its
importance, and its articles in simple language.

Climate glossary for young people: Important
concepts and definitions that every climate
activist needs to know.

This booklet uses the terms “youth” and “young people” to refer
to adolescents and young people between 15 and 24 years old.
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The toolkit was written by Sara Cognuck
Gonzalez, a young climate activist from Costa
Rica, and Emilia Numer, a UNICEF consultant,
with technical advice from Adridn Martinez and
Hanoch Barlevi. All the content was co-created
with young climate activists from 15 Latin
American and Caribbean countries.

Special thanks to Carolina Guerra (Red de
Jévenes ante el Cambio Climatico) [Youth
Network on Climate Change], Juan José Martin
(Cverde), Soraya Zorzal and Valery Salas
(YOUNGO), young activists who were excited
about the project and always ready with
constructive contributions to improve this
booklet.

We are also grateful to the young people who
reviewed, edited and provided input, and to
those who participated in the consultation
process: Ana Quesada (Sustainable
Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Youth
Mexico), Barbara Neira (Universidad Mayor de
Chile (USM) Zero Waste), Benjamin Carvajal
(UNO.CINCO), Camila Gonzalez (Fridays For
Future Mexico), Carmen Monges (World Wide
Fund for Nature — WWF), Christian Flores
(Plataforma Boliviana de Accion frente al
Cambio Climatico) [Bolivian Platform against
Climate Change], Claudia Taboada (YOUNGO),
Daniel Villamar (Fridays For Future Ecuador),
Danielle Howell (Local Disaster Management
Office), Eleanore Henderson (YOUNGO), Elmer
Gdémez (Asociacion Civil Paz Joven) [Youth
Civil Association for Peace], Esperanza de la
Cruz (CONCAUSA), Gabriel Cuestas
(Plataforma Iberoamericana de J6évenes
Indigenas) [Ibero-American Platform of
Indigenous Youth], Heber Olivahn (YOUNGO),
Heeta Lakhani (YOUNGO), Isabel Amorin (Red
Centroamericana de Jévenes por el Agua)
[Youth Network for Water in Central Americal,
Jessica Vega (Ibero-American Platform of
Indigenous Youth), Jevanic Henry (Caribbean
Youth Environment Network), Judith Pereira

(Fridays For Future Costa Rica), Kantuta Conde
(Indigenous Youth Network of Latin America
and the Caribbean), Kevin Manning (University
of the West Indies), Kyara Cascante (Champion
of the Escazu Agreement), Manuel Vasquez
(Movimiento Ecoldgico Estudiantil) [Student
Ecological Movement], Marie Claire Graf
(YOUNGO), Marlene Sanchez (Bolivian Platform
against Climate Change), Mayte Molina (Youth
Network for Water in Central America),
Montserrat Fonseca (Educacion Ambiental
Mundial) [Global Environmental Education],
Noemy Gonzalez (Jévenes Unidos por
Centroamérica) [United Youth for Central
America], Rafael Cortés (Red de Juventudes'y
Cambio Climatico) [Youth and Climate Change
Network], Raquel Sagot (Youth and Climate
Change Network), Rogelio Rosas (SDSN Youth
Mexico), Rosario Garavito (The Millennial
Movement), Samia Benalcazar (Unién
Estudiantil - Tandari) [Student Union — Tandari],
Sofia Abril (The Last Chance), Sofia Hernandez
(Fridays For Future Costa Rica) and Yzamar
Machaca Rodriguez (Consejo Juvenil por la
Madre Tierra) [Youth Council for Mother Earth].

Lastly, we are grateful for the support of the
UNICEF team: Amy Wickham, Alejandra
Trossero, Fabio Friscia, Fabiola Rios Pool,
Gladys Hauck, Manuel Moreno Gonzalez and
Marlene Coyure Tito for their guidance and
advice, that has helped make this toolkit a
reality.
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Acronyms and abbreviations

Introduction

Climate and climate change concepts

Climate action concepts

Essential approaches and concepts for climate governance

Human rights and climate change

Alphabetical index of concepts



Acronyms and abbreviations
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Introductlion

Many of the definitions come from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), which is a body that provides countries
with scientific information to strengthen the
global response to climate change. These
definitions have been adapted to a more
familiar and simpler language. Other definitions
can be found in official documents published
by the United Nations and other organizations.
You can always consult the main source for
more details or additional information.

We'll start with the basic
concepts to help you
understand the problems
surrounding climate change.
This is important for
identifying ways to take action.

Then we'll learn about
concepts related to climate
action and the tools we can
use in our actions.

Lastly, we'll look at aspects
related to human rights and
climate change, as this is a
crisis that affects our rights.

At the end of the booklet, you will
find an alphabetical index to

consult if you simply want to know
more about a particular concept.
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