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PREAMBLE
Youth representa ves from North America, Central America, South America and the Caribbean
(herea er 'the Americas') wrote this statement to make our feelings known about our current
situa on. We believe that the Conven on on the Rights of the Child has been of great help in
changing the way children and adolescents are regarded, since it serves as a basis and guide to
growing up and developing freely.
We believe it is very important to protect our integrity to ensure the sound development of a
country, since we are the future. Laws need to protect our rights, allowing us to enjoy a digniﬁed
life, good health and a full childhood, including a quality educa on without exclusion. At the
same me, it must be the obliga on of governments to ensure that all State en es, as well as
ci zens, are aware of our rights so we can act together to achieve their realiza on.
This statement represents what we feel and think, our proposals for change and the
commitments we assume as young people to fully exercise our rights.

VIOLENCE
·

·

·

·

·

·

We consider violence to be any abuse of power that tramples over a person's dignity
and does not respect his or her decisions, opinions and rights, causing harming to that
person.
We observe several types of violence, including physical, psychological, sexual, verbal
and gender-based violence as well as corporal punishment, street harassment, bullying
in school and cyberbullying; we are witnesses to violence in many places, including
educa onal and health centres, on the streets and inside the family, making us feel
insecure in various contexts.
The rise in violence is a result of many factors, including inequality, lack of
opportuni es, poor educa onal quality, unfavourable economic situa ons, gangs,
pa erns of violence within the family and a lack of government eﬀec veness when
receiving complaints, taking follow-up ac on and making public policies to prevent
violence. We also consider the lack of or restricted access to informa on as a form of
violence.
We observe in our environment that violence has become normalized. We frequently
live it or witness it within the educa onal system and within families, and this aﬀects
our development in school and in life overall. Recurrent vic ms of violence o en do not
report abuses against them and have lost hope of receiving support. We believe that
impunity cannot con nue, and we must promote a strong rule of law. For this reason,
we understand that it is urgent to take ac on so that children and adolescents do not
con nue to be harmed.
As youth, we want to raise awareness among governments and all social actors of our
right to live in a world without violence. We maintain that it is the role of the State, civil
society, private corpora ons and the media to inform and promote our rights.
We submit that it is unjus ﬁable for children and adolescents to suﬀer violence and to
be 'invisible'; our opinions must be heard and taken into considera on on an issue that
aﬀects us as much as this one does. We emphasize respect for socially vulnerable
popula ons, such as indigenous peoples, LGTBIQ+ youth and migrants, among others.
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We therefore propose to:
·

·

·

·

·

·
·

Improve public policies so that they are inclusive, eﬃcient and all children are protected
against all types of violence. We believe there should be follow-up, con nuity, available
spaces, an interac ve and dynamic system that channels ac ons to overcome, address
and/or prevent violence based on empathy, tolerance and solidarity.
Carry out fair legal proceedings for young people who have commi ed acts of violence
and who violate the rights of other people, studying the reasons for that violence to
understand, address and eradicate it.
Ensure that the appropriate authori es protect the safety and well-being of children
and adolescents; in addi on, that they create specialized ins tu ons dedicated to the
reintegra on of young people who have commi ed violent acts and adequately assist
vic ms through new alliances to combat violence in all its forms. We observe a lack of
social workers and mental health specialists who are able to treat the root causes of
violence and not only its consequences.
Provide adequate informa on about acts of violence, dissemina ng data and accurate
sta s cs in each country to raise awareness about this issue, and to teach children and
adolescents about their right to live in harmony without discrimina on or exclusion.
Explain through diﬀerent media – including social networks, videos, games, television
and radio, and campaigns – the causes and consequences of violence and how it can be
prevented, targe ng society in general.
Control the access of children and adolescents to weapons of any kind, including
interven ons when warranted.
Develop a more direct rela onship between the State and its ci zens, where youth have
an important role in promo ng environments free from violence. We believe it is
essen al to avoid teaching through punishment.

We are commi ed to:
·

·
·

·
·

Raise our voices – which reﬂect diﬀerent reali es – before competent authori es to
make the requests of children and adolescents known and heard in our countries, so
that ﬁrst of all we are protected and our security is guaranteed.
Train ourselves to con nually disseminate relevant informa on to children and
adolescents in our communi es and thus help to empower others.
Carry out ac vi es with children and adolescents to teach them that violence is neither
good nor normal so that they know how to iden fy and appropriate their rights, helping
one another in their communi es.
Support vic ms of violence so that they know there is hope and the opportunity to
con nue developing their abili es.
Talk to families, authori es and teachers about how to prevent violence and what to do
before it happens, genera ng innova ve ideas that compel us to con nue thinking and
ac ng on this vital issue.
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EDUCATION
·
·

·

·

·

·

We believe that educa on is a right; it is essen al because it allows countries to reach
high levels of development, posi vely aﬀec ng childhood and adolescence.
We are witnesses to the fact that the family is the founda on on which the future of
children and adolescents and of our na ons is built, and that schools are a fundamental
pillar on which this future is constructed.
We believe that receiving a free quality educa on that prepares us for the adversi es
and challenges of the future is essen al for a digniﬁed life to which all people aspire,
regardless of na onality, sex, gender orienta on, disability, religion or belief, ethnicity,
language and other factors.
We recognize the importance of elimina ng dispari es in rural and urban educa on and
of teaching in local languages, and are respec ul of other cultures. That is why we need
func onal and quality educa onal models for all, regardless of social status, since we all
deserve the same treatment and have equal rights.
We believe that the current educa onal model is not the most op mal for the me in
which we are living; we believe we need new methods of teaching and evalua on, both
for be er learning as well as for be er management of the work of educators.
We understand that schools and educa onal centres prepare students to prac se a
profession, neglec ng other important subjects, such as mul disciplinary development,
human rights, domes c work and the challenges of today's world. We believe it is
necessary to evaluate current curricula since they are not always linked to the
development of relevant skills, and to include training that will open up new
opportuni es for learning and development.

We therefore propose to:
·

·

·

·

·
·

·

Apply new teaching methods so that students can develop a broad range of skills,
integra ng new educa onal areas that promote the scien ﬁc, humanis c, ar s c or
technical development of each individual, including experien al educa on outside the
classroom and by strengthening environmental educa on.
Encourage schools to teach students how to search, access and use informa on for their
beneﬁt, facilita ng development and learning, since access to informa on is a basic
human right.
Ensure access to sustainable basic services in the public and private educa onal
environment in terms of health, electricity, water, Internet access, technology,
resources, transporta on and ecology, with the aim of a true quality educa on.
Promote educa on originally from the Americas, including the learning of indigenous
languages, and strengthen the quality of educa on, mainly in rural and more vulnerable
areas. The sign language of each country must be included in the educa onal
curriculum as well as the teaching of languages.
Provide comprehensive sex educa on in all schools so that we are properly educated in
ma ers of aﬀect, sexuality and gender.
Strengthen the mo va on to learn and promote a par cipatory student culture and
solid educa onal communi es, crea ng entertaining educa onal spaces where students
can produc vely invest their me and be more solidly supported in areas beyond
academics.
Train teachers prior to the start of classes not only in educa on but also in psychology,
so they have be er tools to support students. Teachers should be given psychological
examina ons prior to entering the classroom to ensure their psychological and
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·

emo onal readiness to promote inclusive learning and the full development of their
students. It is also important that teachers know how to work with people with
disabili es, regardless of the type, and to include people with disabili es in their
classrooms so that they can study together with the rest of the students. All of the
above should be carried out, assuming adequate social support for the role of
educators, including guaranteed salaries in both public and private schools that enable
teachers to live in dignity. Unqualiﬁed teachers violate the right to quality educa on.
Create public spaces where we can develop our ar s c abili es and where students can
interact with their peers on their studies. The educa on system must provide a solid
base from which we can choose our life projects. Students should not be discriminated
against because of what they really want to be and to do.

We are commi ed to:
·

·
·

·
·

·

Create spaces for par cipa on through the use of diﬀerent strategies, including sports,
leisure ac vi es and workshops, so that we can express our ideas about the state of
educa on.
Promote educa on and its importance through places open to par cipa on and the
exchange of ideas and feelings.
Sharing informa on among teenage peers on how to access a scholarship, to encourage
one another not to be careless with studies, and to discuss issues including poli cs,
sexual and reproduc ve health, culture, art and gender, among others, according to our
age and stage of development.
Inform the authori es of new educa onal methods that can be put into prac ce in the
classroom.
Promote new teaching methodologies, create support groups for students who need
them, and provide addi onal support to those who have diﬃcul es with some ac vi es
and/or schoolwork. Sharing knowledge and opinions regarding our educa on is a good
way to improve it.
Dedicate our best eﬀorts to school ac vi es and respect our educa onal environment,
always helping and respec ng everyone.

PARTICIPATION
·

·

·

·
·
·
·

We believe it is essen al to realize our right to par cipa on in our empowerment, social
development, educa on and in ﬁnding mely solu ons to the problems that confront
us.
It is evident that our voices are not considered or heard when decisions are made on
various issues, mainly in poli cs. It is also evident that when we mobilize for a common
cause, we contribute to and open relevant spaces for dialogue and ac on.
We recognize diﬀerent open spaces in our communi es, in which our ideas can be
expressed without being judged, and having as a central axis the exchange of feelings,
ini a ves and opinions among young people.
The reali es we face demand that our families listen to us; however, the voices of
teenagers are not always taken into account.
We see par cipa on as a ﬂexible and broad aspect of our rights, including in the areas
of culture, sports, society, the environment and poli cs.
We believe that prejudice persists in our region, when the feelings of a person are not
taken into account due to the fact that he or she is a minor.
We consider as relevant respect for our freedom of expression and criteria, since many
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·
·

·

mes we are forced to accept judgements that do not agree with our principles.
We recognize respect, tolerance, understanding, good communica on and posi ve
leadership as values and principles that must be present in par cipatory spaces.
We believe that the right to par cipa on must be respected as a mechanism through
which we can demand improvement in areas that impact our lives, regardless of
whether the opportunity for par cipa on is present.
We observe that some vulnerable or minority groups see their right to par cipa on
blocked, as is the case for some adolescents with disabili es, migrants and LGBTIQ+
individuals, or for ethnic or gender reasons.

We therefore propose:
·

·

·

·

·

·
·

·

·

·

For children and adolescents from our region, to con nue on the path of par cipa on in
its various manifesta ons and to make use of our capacity to inﬂuence the world
around us, promo ng ini a ves that make our role in society visible. That is why we
urge the interna onal community to create public policies that guarantee this.
To incorporate young people into spaces for dialogue with poli cal authori es; joining
together for dialogue on decision-making is the only way we can really be taken into
account and truly heard. We do not want to be invited to events just to take pictures.
That it is the duty of the State to stop using force and put into prac ce ac ve listening
and dialogue to respond to the demands of social ac vism. All too o en, the State
silences us or represses us in a violent way.
To create spaces for intergenera onal and intersectoral dialogue on breaking taboos
regarding sex educa on, on the quality educa on we want, and on inclusion and nondiscrimina on, taking into account diﬀerent ideas and approaches to achieve
understanding and coopera on.
That at the school level, we must par cipate in the prepara on of manuals or
regula ons for harmoniouscoexistence, since its applica on aﬀects us directly and since
we have the power to help achieve this goal.
To promote diverse spaces and adapt them to diﬀerent interests, capaci es and
reali es, so that we feel welcome, heard and supported.
To facilitate access to informa on from various organiza ons, associa ons and
ins tu ons so that we can understand and express our concerns without fear of
punishment.
To encourage more par cipatory spaces at the community level, where, besides taking
into account our opinions and ideas, we will be helped to exploit our talents and
abili es from diverse and empathe c perspec ves.
To carry out ini a ves to inform the popula on about spaces where they can par cipate
and be heard, as well as the diﬀerent ways of exercising their presence in society that
are within their reach.
To promote and support laws that ensure that part of the proﬁts of the private sector
are allocated to funds related to youth projects.

We are commi ed to:
·

·

Work together with the State, civil society and the private sector to create condi ons for
eﬀec ve representa on of youth in decision-making spaces, guaranteeing the
fulﬁllment of our rights.
Form groups of adolescents who, through ongoing dialogue, can empower themselves,
seek solu ons, design strategies and develop with autonomy and decision-making
power.
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·
·

·
·

Regularly communicate to local authori es our various concerns and the problems that
arise, serving as a bridge connec ng young people.
Incorporate vulnerable children and adolescents (including those living in poverty, with
some kind of disability, or belonging to ethnic or cultural minori es) into spaces for
expression and the search for solu ons in order to cul vate a broad and inclusive
approach.
Promote par cipatory spaces whose structures are not hierarchical and thus facilitate
the par cipa on of all.
Share our stories with young people who seek empowerment to realize their rights,
with the aim of genera ng an environment of security and to defend the causes that
move us.

GENDER
·
·
·

·

·
·

We are all actors in objec ve 5: gender equality; joining our voices, we will make this
dream possible.
We know that this issue is shaped by sociocultural factors extending across genera ons.
We observe that girls and women are most aﬀected by gender inequality, since they are
subject to discrimina on and physical, psychological and sexual violence, in intrafamilial,
social, work, school and public spaces.
We highlight that machismo is one of the causes of the gender inequality found in
today's society, and that fear accompanies any paradigm shi in this regard. We must
strengthen educa on in the home in terms of equity.
We are saddened by the lack of awareness about women's rights and the fact that these
rights are not given priority, in viola on of women's right to decide and par cipate.
We consider that females represent more than half of the world's popula on and their
lack of inclusion stymies social progress.

We therefore propose to:
·
·

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Create more policies that encourage the empowerment of girls and women to fulﬁl
their full poten al.
Promote gender equality at home and at school, especially in early childhood, to
eliminate stereotypes, promo ng a non-sexist educa on where values are taught and
equal opportuni es oﬀered that respect the rights of the child.
Develop public policies that prevent and treat sexual abuse and intrafamily violence so
that all girls and adolescents feel safe.
End the harassment, invisibility and prejudice towards those who report rights
viola ons, including femicide. Stop killing us.
Expand the use of inclusive language when we refer to speciﬁc genders to be able to
express ourselves freely and without prejudice.
Include all actors related to the cause of gender equity and work together to make an
impact.
Encourage early childhood development free of gender stereotypes as well as the
crea on of games, toys and books that do not categorize us.
Discourage the consump on of audiovisual content that reinforces stereotypical gender
roles.
Promote a change in outdated social mandates that con nue to promote gender
inequality and fail to understand the value of equality.
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·
·

Propose that the State, civil society and the private sector secure resources to promote
prac ces for educa onal purposes that reinforce gender equality.
Urge States to open a debate on abor on, with the main par cipants being women.

We are commi ed to:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Lead any movement with the purpose of reducing inequality.
Disseminate informa on to be able to help those who suﬀer from gender violence,
especially women and girls.
Promote an equitable society, with women demonstra ng their capabili es beyond
gender stereotypes, and men developing new forms of masculinity.
Oppose any sexist mockery, act or pejora ve comment and similar situa ons that we
observe in the development of our community.
Recognize that no gender represents weakness, allowing feelings to be accepted and
validated by all genders.
Modify the laws of each na on that prevent gender equality and favor one gender over
the others. This includes equal wages for women and men.
Respect a no on of equity in which neither masculinity or femininity is considered
inferior or superior. We believe that feminism in today's society can break the barriers
created by machismo and patriarchal systems. The Americas will be feminist socie es.

IDENTITY
·
·
·
·
·
·

Young people usually feel that we must repress who we are to avoid being judged by
society.
We live under the pressure of stereotypes imposed by our environment from an early
age.
We recognize that the educa on system does not grant space, and therefore does not
respect the right, to iden ty, which we consider fundamental for our development.
We also believe that our iden ty is aﬀected when our par cipa on is not taken into
account when elabora ng standards that aﬀect us.
We look with concern at the intolerance present in society towards diﬀerent cultural,
sexual, gender, ar s c and religious iden es, among others.
We feel that the lack of respect for ethnic, sexual, gender, cultural and social diversity
generates discrimina on and limits the development of our individual iden es. We
believe that clothing or culture should not incite discrimina on.

We therefore propose that:
·

·
·
·

Birth cer ﬁcates must be free of charge and accessible throughout the Americas. The
most vulnerable communi es are o en denied this right to an iden ty, which can
prevent access to basic services.
We adopt new educa onal systems, where every student is allowed to develop her or
his skills and personality, in order to promote personal security and social inclusion.
In both the family and in society as a whole, inclusion, acceptance, respect, tolerance,
empathy and understanding are promoted.
Governments commit themselves to inclusive public policies to ensure our right to an
iden ty and to make the most vulnerable groups in society visible so that they, too, have
their space.
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·
·
·

All people reﬂect on how they act towards others, and how their behaviour aﬀects
those around them.
We create spaces to promote equity through programmes of self-esteem and
acceptance so that youth can develop in an authen c manner.
Alliances are developed among diﬀerent social actors to promote progress towards zero
discrimina on and the inclusion of everyone.

We are commi ed to:
·
·
·
·

·
·
·

Work on accep ng ourselves.
Acquire knowledge and responsibility about our rights and our struggle to have them
enforced.
Spread messages of acceptance through social networks and other media and make
them part of our lives.
Engage in groups and organiza ons that promote respect for iden ty and help youth
integrate into society, with an emphasis on ethnic minori es, migrant popula ons,
gender diverse popula ons and people with disabili es.
Raise our voices against everything that represses us, always in a framework of respect
for the rights of others.
Generate circles of trust, where people feel free to be who they are and to express
themselves.
Commit, as youth leaders, to urging States and civil society to promote educa onal
prac ces that respect the iden ty of every individual and eliminate social norms that
prevent their expression.
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