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UPDATE 16 LACRO COVID-19 EDUCATION RESPONSE:  

                    SCHOOLS REOPENING 

1. INTRODUCTION 

As of the 9th of September, 8 countries in the LAC region have opened their schools, while in  6 
countries (Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Grenada, Haiti and Saint Lucia) schools are partially open, in the 
remaining 22 countries schools are still closed, this is still impacting an estimated 138 million1 children 
and adolescents. Where schools are still closed UNICEF continues to support distance learning through 
various distance home-based learning resources (online platforms, printed materials, radio, TV, 
podcasts, WhatsApp, etc). However, reaching everyone remains a challenge. With the ease of lockdown 
measures UNICEF COs are supporting MoEs in the development of school reopening protocols. 

This update aims to provide COs and partners some key information about the progress in the school 
reopening process. 
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1 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Institute of Statistics, ‘Welcome to UIS.Stat’, <http://data.uis.unesco.org/#>. 
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2. SITUATION OVERVIEW 

countries and territories in the 

LAC region with schools 

completely closed. 

22 98% of children (138m approx.) are not 

receiving face-to-face classes in 

the region due to school closures. 

134 school days on average 

without face-to-face classes 

since school closures in mid 

March.  

8 countries and territories in the 

region (Anguilla, Antigua and 

Barbuda, Cuba, Dominica, 

Montserrat, Nicaragua, Saint Kitts 

and Nevis and Uruguay) have all 

fully open their schools. 

19 countries and territories in the 

region have developed protocols 

for the safe reopening of schools. 

children in 24 countries 

supported by UNICEF in the 

provision of distance learning 

programmes during school 

closures. 

20m of countries in the LAC region 

have decided on a date for school 

reopening. 

52% 

of countries and territories 

have engaged in advocacy or 

communications for school 

reopening. 

85% 

countries and territories in the 

region (Brazil, Colombia, 

Chile, Grenada, Haiti and 

Saint Lucia) have some 

schools partially open. 
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Information sources:  

United Nations Children's Fund, Reopening of schools: Safe school operations to ensure the right to education, <https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/reopening-schools>, 

2020. 

 

countries and territories in the 

region continue school lessons 

through remote learning online 

or via television, radio, WhatsApp 

etc. 

COUNTRIES WITH REMOTE LEARNING:  
 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,  
El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, 
Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, 
and Turks & Caicos. 
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3. FACE TO FACE CLASSES TIMELINE 

Information sources:  

United Nations Children's Fund, Regional UNICEF LACRO COVID-19 Response Progress Report No2, August 2020. 

United Nations Children's Fund, Latin America & the Caribbean COVID-19 Education Response Update #13, consulted on August 23, 2020. 

Data reported from Cos updates, consulted on August 23, 2020. 
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4. SUMMARY ON SCHOOLS REOPENING 

As shown in the previous sections, the reopening of schools has varied throughout the region. In 
Uruguay, all children have returned to face-to-face classes (with voluntary attendance) and in 
Nicaragua, schools were never officially closed (except for private schools where 60% have closed 
voluntarily). Some of the Caribbean islands have returned to face-to-face classes as well, including 
Anguilla, Antigua & Barbuda, Cuba, Dominica, Saint Kitts and Nevis and Monserrat. In other countries, 
such as Grenada, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Santa Lucia and Haiti, schools have partially opened. 

Argentina, Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico 
Panama, Turks & Caicos, Trinidad & Tobago and Venezuela, have not set dates to reopen in a face to 
face modality, but are offering remote/virtual learning modalities. 

Barbados, British Virgin Island and Suriname could potentially reopen schools during the coming 
weeks, pending on instructions from their ministries of health or the finalization of summer vacations.   

Jamaica was set to reopen on sept 7th, however, due to increase of Covid-19 cases, school reopening 
was postponed to October 5th. 

Lastly, Bolivia made a worrisome announcement communicating the cancellation of the remaining 
portion of the 2020 school year and the automatic promotion of all students to the next grade. The First 
Constitutional Chamber of the Departmental Court of Justice La Paz has agreed to leave this resolution 
without effect. MoE is appealing to revoke this decision.  

It should be noted that although many countries have not set a date for school reopening, some have 
decided to continue the entire school year trough distance learning, such as Peru or Paraguay. Others, 
like Colombia, are offering different modalities including face to face, alternance and distance learning. 
In Ecuador MoE has regulated two forms of education including home schooling and open education. 
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a. Critical information on school opening and safe operations is widely available…

b. Clear and specific school safety protocols are developed and implemented in…

c. Teachers and other staff are trained on school safety protocols and practices

d. Tailored outreach campaigns are conducted to reach girls and out-of-school…

e. Mechanisms are established for communicating with families and engaging…

f. Measures to reduce barriers to enrollment are in place

g. School enrollment is measured against pre-closure level, disaggregated by sex…

h. Monitoring and reporting of attendance occur weekly

i. Plan for remote continuity of learning are in place

j. Formative assessments take place in first two weeks of school opening

k. Remedial programs with a focus on literacy and numeracy are in place and…

l. Essential services (such as referral systems for GBV, reproductive health, etc.),…

m. Mental health and psychosocial support services are set-up/expanded for…

School readiness indicators, % of countries by rating
Little or no action taken and/or progress made
Some action taken and/or progress made, BUT more needs to be done
All necessary actions taken and on track to fully achieve this
Not applicable

School readiness indicators, % of countries by rating in LAC (based on 27 responses) 

Information sources: 

Latest round of education tracker, consulted on August 2020. 
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UNICEF, in collaboration with UNESCO and WFP, have developed two guidance notes on the reopening 

school in the context of COVID-19, based on the global framework for school reopening aim to 

provide recommendations and technical inputs to the Ministries of Education and for school directors 

and administrators for the planning, preparation and implementation of safe reopening of schools. The 

guidance suggested in these notes should be contextualized and adapted to respond to local conditions 

and meet the learning, safety, health and nutrition needs of each child and adolescent. Both guidance 

notes include checklists addressed for Ministries of Education authorities and school management 

(administrators and principles) for the different phases of reopening, and are currently available in 

English and Spanish (coming soon in Portuguese). 

For Ministries of Education For school administrators and principals 

Before reopening schools Before reopening schools 

As part of the reopening process As part of the reopening process 

For Ministries of Education For school administrators and principals 

With schools reopened 

5. GUIDANCE NOTES ON REOPENING SCHOOLS IN THE  CONTEXT OF COVID-19  
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https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/media/14696/file
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/media/14691/file
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/media/14666/file
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/media/14591/file
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/media/14596/file
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/media/14676/file
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/media/14601/file
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UNICEF LACRO has also adapted series of videos for teachers, parents and students (secondary and 

preschool) on practical tips/recommendations to support the safe return to schools from the original 

versions developed by China CO. 

You can find the videos in LACRO’s online repository (Reopening of Schools section) or via the 

following links or in Youtube: 

Back to school tips for teachers  Back to school tips for parents 

For further information, please contact the LACRO Education in Emergencies Team: Ruth Custode, rcustode@unicef.org; Juan Pinzón, jpinzon@unicef.org; Tania 

González, tgonzalez@unicef.org. 

Back to school tips for preschool children  Back to school tips for secondary students  

For more tools, please visit the repository of resources for the COVID-19 education response located 

on UNICEF LACRO’s website.  
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mailto:rcustode@unicef.org
mailto:jpinzon@unicef.org
mailto:tgonzalez@unicef.org
https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/reopening-schools
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBOz9QHcXXA&list=PLEjzxT_nslgHW0Q9G9v_FGhUXtkx3atBF&index=2&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eV4P9RpRIM&list=PLEjzxT_nslgHW0Q9G9v_FGhUXtkx3atBF&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QenyYIeHxZw&list=PLEjzxT_nslgHW0Q9G9v_FGhUXtkx3atBF&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cispZJJz1R4&list=PLEjzxT_nslgHW0Q9G9v_FGhUXtkx3atBF&index=8

