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All references to Kosovo are made in the context of UN Security Council Reolution 1244.
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THE LAW ON CHILD 
PROTECTION entered into force 
in 2020, providing a milestone 
achievement in the protection of 
children’s rights by establishing a 
comprehensive, legal framework 
for guaranteeing and protecting 
children from all forms of abuse, 
exploitation, neglect, physical 
and mental violence, or other 
that could endanger children’s 
life, safety, health, education, 
or development. The law also 
formalized the home visiting 
programme which creates 
mandate for health sector 
to deliver home visits to all 
pregnant women and children 
age 0-3 years and be used as 
a means of risk identification 
and referral to other relevant 
sectors. The Law was supported 
by UNICEF, the European Union, 
the Parliamentary Committee 
on Child Rights, the Advisory 
Office on Good Governance, 
the Ombudsperson Institution, 
the Coalition of NGOs for Child 
Protection - KOMF and Save the 
Children.

Since 2010, Kosovo has been at the forefront 
in developing UNICEF skills-building 
programmes for youth and adolescents - 
UPSHIFT, PONDER and PODIUM. The three 
programmes have now been accredited by 
the Kosovo Accreditation Agency and are in 
the process of being integrated in the Kosovo 
secondary education curriculum. Upshift is 
a social innovation initiative which supports 
youth and adolescents to become a force for 
positive social change, building transferable 
skills and creating opportunities for reaching 
community members with various interventions 
in the form of products or services. Ponder 
is an informal education programme, aiming 
improvement of critical thinking skills, especially 
with regard to information and messages that 
adolescents and youth receive from social and 
traditional media. Podium is a social advocacy 
workshop that teaches youth and adolescents 
how to advocate for the needs and righs of their 
community. All three programmes work at the 
nexus of technology and innovation to empower 
adolescents and youth and explore avenues to 
transfer 21st century skills to young people.     

In April 2020, at the hight of 
the novel coronavirus Covid-19 
pandemic, the Ministry for 
Education and Science, with 
support of UNICEF and Save 
the Children, launched the first 
ever online Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) platform 
in Kosovo to support and 
promote parental involvement 
in early developmental and 
learning activities and to ensure 
continuity of such activities for 
children in the age group 0-6 
years. The platform reached an 
impressive 2.5 million views and 
about 200,000 unique visitors 
by August. It provides just one 
example of the quick adjustment 
across programmes to the reality 
of the pandemic in 2020 and 
onwards. Link to ECD platform:
https://edukimihershem.rks-gov.net/

https://edukimihershem.rks-gov.net/
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OverviewOverview

Kosovo is in the midst of a long 
transition from a legacy of con-
flict and major population dis-
placements. The population is 
estimated at 1.8 million and is 
composed of Kosovo Albanian 
(92%), Kosovo Serbs (4%), and 
other minorities such as Bos-
nians, Gorani, Turks, Roma, 
Ashkali, and Egyptians (in total 
4%). De facto segregation along 
ethnic lines and mother tongue 
education persist.

Kosovo is categorized as lower 
middle-income with a GDP per 
capita estimated at US$3,877 
(2017). The robust growth over 
the past decade has not resulted 
in significant reduction of un-
employment, while the growth 
potential remains constrained 
by weak external competitive-
ness, high informality, low la-
bour force participation, and a 
large infrastructure gap.

Poverty levels remain high, 
with estimated 23% of children 
living in poverty (7% in extreme 
poverty). Poverty negatively af-
fects fulfilment of child rights, 
including leads to child labour, 
child marriage, lower access 
to services and poorer social 
outcomes. There are striking 
disparities based on ethnic or 
socio-economic background, 
geographic location and parental 
education level for most health, 
nutrition and early childhood 
development and education 
(ECD/ECE) indicators. Persistent 
gender discrimination is hinder-
ing women’s access to econom-
ic, political and social opportu-
nities, while violence against 
women and children remains 
widespread.   

Kosovo has the youngest popu-
lation in Europe (average of 29.5 
years; 31% are children (0-18)). 
The full potential of youth is tem-
pered by the poor governance, 
lack of employment opportuni-
ties, limited participation in social 
and political life, inadequate sup-
port services and an education 
system not yet fit for the purpose. 
In combination, these lead to the 
loss of hope and a lack of trust in 
governing institutions and each 
other, resulting in the outflow of 
around 30,000 young people ev-
ery year. 

While the legal and policy 
framework on child rights 
remains broadly consistent 
with international norms and 
standards, there are substan-
tial gaps between policy, plan-
ning and implementation. The 
process of decentralization is 
contributing to the discrep-
ancies in the achievement of 
full and equitable child rights, 
with a clear need to increase 
public budgets for child-rele-
vant services and to strength-
en capacities, particularly of 
municipal authorities, to plan, 
implement, monitor and eval-
uate programmes for children. 
Across all areas difficulties in-
clude systems for the genera-
tion, reporting and use of data, 
a focus on facilities rather than 
people, and limited budgets for 
investment in achieving the 
rights of children. 
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What is the 
situation of 
children’s rights 
and wellbeing 
in Kosovo? 
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7Right to survival and health

Issue 1. Child and maternal mortality 2. Immunization 3. Child malnutrition

Equity

Number of children 
affected

11, 15, 1 16
1,000 

 5% 2% 6%
29%

Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies

Enabling 
Environment

(Social norms, 
legislation, budget, 
management)

Supply

(Availability of 
services, access to 
services)

Demand

(Financial access, 
beliefs & practices)
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8Right to Education

Issue
1. Insufficient access to 
early childhood education and care

2. Gaps in access 
to school education

3. Quality of education

Equity

Number of children 
affected

94% 87%

Enabling 
Environment

Supply

Demand
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9Right to Protective Environment

Issue 1. Children without parental care 2. Violence against children 3. Children with disabilities

Equity

Number of children 
affected 58

30%

Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies

Enabling 
Environment

(Social norms, 
legislation, budget, 
management)

Supply

(Availability of 
services, access to 
services)

Demand

(Financial access, 
beliefs & practices)
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10Right to participation, civil rights and freedom

Issue 1. Inadequate social protection system 2. Poor planning system for children

Equity  27.8%

Number of children 
affected

17.6% 23%
55.3% 32.7%.

Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies Bottleneck/Barrier Strategies

Enabling 
Environment

(Social norms, 
legislation, budget, 
management)

Supply

(Availability of 
services, access to 
services)

Demand

(Financial access, 
beliefs & practices)
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What are 
UNICEF’s 
priorities 
in Kosovo? 

©
U

N
IC

E
F/

20
21

/S
.K

ar
ah

od
a



St
at

e 
of

 C
h

il
d

re
n

’s
 R

ig
h

ts
 | 

K
os

ov
o

12

UNICEF in Kosovo contributes to Kosovo’s development efforts, to enable all children, adolescents and young people, especially 
the most marginalized, to have their rights progressively fulfilled and to develop to their full potential in a protective and inclusive 
society. The guiding principles underpinning the work in Kosovo are: leave no child behind, deal with the unfinished business, 
translate laws and policies into results for children and increase visibility and awareness of and accountability for child rights. The 
Kosovo programme focuses on the significant challenges facing children, adolescents and youth at different stages of their growth 
and development, and aims to achieve, by 2025, that more marginalized children, adolescents and young people realize their rights 
in a protective, inclusive and equitable environment. It convenes multiple stakeholders and sectors to advance child rights within 
three priority programmes: 

Young Children and Their Parents: 
focusing on nurturing care and 

development of children (aged 0-10), 
with an emphasis on early childhood 

education (aged 0–6).

Empowerment and Participation 
of Adolescents and Young People: 
focusing on building skills for life 
and work and developing platforms 
for their participation (aged 11-24).

Social Inclusion and Child Rights 
Monitoring: focusing on strengthening 
system for protective, inclusive and 
equitable environment for all children.
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UNICEF Kosovo

“Pejton, Ramiz Sadiku Building”, C3/2A
Prishtine/ Kosovo
Web: www.unicef.org/kosovoprogramme
Facebook: UNICEF Kosovo Programme
Twitter: UNICEFKosovo


