
BACKGROUND

Despite limited resources, Jordan continues to play a critical role in welcoming and hosting one 
of the largest refugee populations in the world, with the second highest share of refugees per 
capita. As of September 2020, there are 659,673 Syrian refugees living in Jordan1, while the 
total number of Syrians in the Kingdom is estimated to be 1.36 million. Jordan also hosts 67,000 
Iraqis, 15,000 Yemenis, 6,000 Sudanis and 2,500 refugees from a total of 52 other nationalities2.

In addition to the strain on resources resulting from hosting a large number of refugees, recent 
years have been marred by slow economic growth, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
causing great hardship for vulnerable families.

 COVID-19 related lockdown measures have compounded an already difficult situation 
for families living in poverty. Among children and young people, who have been shown 
to bear the brunt of household economic downturn and unemployment, females are 
disproportionately affected3. School closures typically result in increased child marriage and 
early pregnancy, affecting the lives of a generation of young women and hindering their ability 
to fulfil their potential. 

Winters in Jordan are harsh, with frequent snow and freezing sub-zero temperatures. For 
vulnerable families, this can double their required spending to cover heating, winter clothes, 
food and medicine. To ensure families can cover their basic needs during this season, support 
through cash and in-kind assistance is urgently required.  

UNICEF’S WINTER RESPONSE

UNICEF has been on the frontline providing services and support to vulnerable children in 
Jordan since the beginning of the Syrian crisis almost 10 years ago, including much-needed 
winter support. 

UNICEF Jordan provides two types of winterization assistance – cash and/or in-kind – to 
vulnerable children and families across Jordan, based on their access to markets and other socio-
economic characteristics. The winterization cash assistance is a one-time cash transfer ranging 
from USD 270 to 445 provided to the most vulnerable families, depending on household size. 

1  UNHCR, https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/36.
2    https://www.unhcr.org/jo/12449-unhcr-continues-to-support-refugees-in-jordan-throughout-2019.
3  A recent UNICEF Jordan survey found that 89 per cent of female respondents do not have a job, business, or other economic activity to return to after the crisis, and are 

extremely economically vulnerable, with 78 per cent of female respondents not having sufficient cash to sustain themselves through another two weeks. 
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The in-kind winterization assistance is comprised of high-quality clothing 
for children containing a thermal set, warm sweater, trousers, a winter 
jacket, woolen hat, gloves, scarf, woolen socks – and importantly, a pair 
of warm winter shoes.

This year’s in-kind winterization assistance will focus on providing 30,000 
children living in the most vulnerable communities with high quality winter 
clothes. Specifically, UNICEF will target children in high-risk and minority 
communities and Informal Tented Settlements (ITS), whose livelihoods 
and access to markets have been further eroded by the COVID-19 crisis.

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

As part of economic recovery efforts to reduce the negative secondary 
impacts of COVID-19 on vulnerable communities, UNICEF Jordan will 
support social enterprises employing vulnerable women and youth to 
manufacture the winter clothes.

For the distribution of Winter Kits, UNICEF will work closely with Makani 
centre partners who have established experience in the delivery and 
distribution of humanitarian supplies to the most vulnerable and hard-to-
reach communities. The distribution will be coordinated with other humanitarian actors.

This year’s cash assistance will focus on 8,400 of the most vulnerable households, who have 
secured access to markets, providing a lifeline for 34,500 children during the challenging winter 
months. UNICEF will build on its current and past caseload of the most vulnerable children 
and will expand the scope to certain ITS and households identified as extremely vulnerable by 
UNICEF COVID-19 assessments.  

The campaign is based on lessons learnt from previous years and supported by youth 
volunteers in their communities. A post-distribution monitoring process will ensure 
effectiveness, transparency, and accountability of the assistance provided.

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

A total of USD 6,000,000 is required to support a targeted 
intervention for the most vulnerable communities, through the 
provision of at least 10,000 high-quality winter kits and cash 
assistance for 8,400 households, helping families to meet their 
children’s essential needs and promoting youths’ and women’s 
economic empowerment.
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