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Jordan’s considerable progress 
towards the realization of the rights 
of children has been challenged by 
regional and economic instability. 
High human development 
indicators tend to hide poverty and 
disparities, and the Syria refugee 
crisis has exacerbated pre-existing 
inequities and social tensions 
within the society.

Under 5 mortality has fallen by 38 
per cent to 21 deaths per 1,000 live 
births in the past 20 years. 
Vaccination and access to improved 
water and sanitation are nearly 
universal.

Signi�cant challenges remain, 
including in neonatal health and 
social protection systems, as well 
as the high domestic violence rates 
affecting children. The 93 per cent 
gross enrolment rate for basic 
education drops to 75 per cent at 
the secondary level (68 per cent for 
boys and 82 per cent for girls).

BACKGROUND

OUTCOME

Jordan also remains in a precarious 
position in terms of the 
environment. It is one of the most 
water scarce countries in the world 
and its increasing population and 
rapid urbanization are straining 
water resources and infrastructure.

Jordan hosts nearly three million 
non-Jordanians, including 1.33 
million Syrians, of whom 670,000 
are registered as refugees, and has 
become the second country in the 
world with the largest number of 
refugees relative to its population. 
The protracted nature of the crisis 
in Syria has placed signi�cant 
stress on the socioeconomic 
situation in the country, strained 
the capacity of government and 
partners to provide quality services 
for all children, and challenged 
communities and caregivers to 
meet the needs of vulnerable 
children. 
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Equitable access to 
quality health and 
nutrition services

IMPORTANT LESSONS

UNICEF learned important lessons 
from its response to the Syria refugee 
crisis over the past �ve years, 
including the following:

Child Protection: Prevention of 
and response to violence, 
abuse, exploitation and neglect

Safe drinking water, 
clean environment and 
hygiene

Positive engagement (social, 
civic and economic) of young 
people

Social Inclusion for 
most vulnerable 
children

Access to quality 
inclusive early & basic 
education
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Targeting children by status risks 
fuelling growing tensions within 
communities;

The relatively high-cost direct 
service delivery mechanisms 
developed to rapidly response to 
refugees’ basic needs requires 
rationalization;

While short-term humanitarian 
funding signi�cantly constrained 
the adoption of broader 
approaches to national capacity 
building, UNICEF’s action should 
further focus on strengthening 
government systems and civil 
society’s capacities.

ALL VULNERABLE CHILDREN IN JORDAN ARE 
HEALTHY, EDUCATED, RESILIENT, TOLERANT, 
INNOVATIVE, CRITICAL THINKERS AND AGENTS OF 
POSITIVE CHANGE IN THEIR COMMUNITIES

Jordan has a population of 
9.5m of whom 4m are 
children

63% of the population is under       
30 years of age

Under 5 mortality has dropped 
by 38% in the past 20 years

93% of children are enrolled in 
primary education 

81% of 4 and 5 year olds attend 
KG or KG-like services
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For every child > Jordan Country Programme 2018-2022- January 2019

UNICEF Jordan requires 
US$755 million between 
2018 and 2022 to implement 
high-impact evidence-based
interventions for vulnerable
children in Jordan

UNICEF will focus on the 
most vulnerable children, in 
policy engagement and 
advocacy as well in 
programme management and 
service delivery, to reduce the 
growing disparities in the 
country. Recognizing the 
protracted nature of the Syrian 
crisis, UNICEF will shift from 
the narrower focus on refugee 
children to a broader 
vulnerability-based approach 
that will aim at reaching all 
vulnerable children in the 
country, regardless of status, 
ability or nationality.

TARGETING THE 
MOST VULNERABLE 
CHILDREN: 

TOTAL 
$755
MILLION

BOLSTERED NATIONAL 
CAPACITY AND 
RESILIENCE OF 
NATIONAL SYSTEMS

GROWING 
OPPORTUNITIES TO 
PROMOTE SOCIAL 
COHESION

A VULNERABILITY-BASED 
APPROACH: TO ACHIEVE THE 
GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN’S 
TWO-YEAR PLAN AND NATIONAL 
VISION JORDAN 2025, AND IN 
SUPPORT OF THE JORDAN 
RESPONSE PLAN, UNICEF IS 
PRIORITIZING ACTIONS THAT WILL 
IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF 
VULNERABLE CHILDREN.

STRATEGY

BUDGETUNICEF’s shift to a vulnerability 
approach includes support for 
the establishment a 
comprehensive national social 
protection system that reaches 
all children in Jordan. This will 
mean addressing the structural 
and intergenerational 
dimensions of inequity – 
targeting vulnerable children 
from all nationalities, including 
those involved in labour, living 
with disabilities and those from 
marginalized minority groups. 

This will result in a shift 
towards greater emphasis on 
strengthening government 
systems at all levels, from 
policy level to the planning, 
monitoring and overall 
management of services within 
communities, in order to 
improve the quality, 
accessibility and inclusivity of 
basic services for all children. 
Systems strengthening is 
essential to build the resilience 
of national institutions and 
communities against the 
protracted regional crisis as 
well as any future acute 
shocks. A medium to 
longer-term perspective is 
required to enable effective 
policy engagement and 
comprehensive capacity 
development at all 
levels that will 
result in more 
cost ef�cient and 
sustainable 
actions.
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UNICEF Jordan aims to ensure 
that every young person is in 
education, learning, training or 
employment by 2030.

GENERATION 
UNLIMITED:

UNICEF’s shift to a 
vulnerability approach will 
enable the organization to 
further promote social 
cohesion among children of 
various of nationalities and 
backgrounds, and also 
between boys and girls. Social 
cohesion will be promoted 
across the life cycle and be 
leveraged in all interventions.

For more information, please contact:

Robert Jenkins
Representative
UNICEF Jordan 
rjenkins@unicef.org

Ettie Higgins
Deputy Representative
UNICEF Jordan 
ehiggins@unicef.org


