
NO MINIMUM AGE

While the legal age of marriage (without parental consent) is 21 according to the Marriage Law 
no. 16 year 2019, marriage dispensation allows for children to get married at an earlier age. *WHO. Global Health 

 Estimates (GHE), 2016.
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All data is based on the 2018 annual Socio-Economic Survey 
(SUSENAS), which monitors child marriage trends 
as well as associated factors.

Sustainable Development Goal 5 - Target 5.3 - aims 
to eliminate all harmful practices, including child 
marriage by 2030. Even though child marriage 
prevalence in Indonesia remains high, the Government 
of Indonesia is committed to achieving this target.

West Sulawesi has the highest prevalence at 
19.43% while West Java has the highest 
absolute numbers, approximately 273,300 
child marriages*.

In 10 years, child marriage in rural areas has reduced by 5.76 percentage points, while in urban areas 
it has only reduced by 1 percentage point, indicating slower progress in urban. Child marriage is 
defined as any formal marriage or informal union where one or both of the parties are under 18 years 
of age. Child marriage prevalence is women aged 20-24 years old who have been married before they 
reach 18 years old divided by the total number of women aged 20-24.

Child Marriage
in Indonesia

Complications 
during pregnancy 
and childbirth are 
the leading cause 
of death for girls 
between ages 15 
and 19*

*UNICEF Indonesia, Maternal 
and Newborn Health Disparities, 
2017: https://data.unicef.org/wp-
content/uploads/country_profiles/
Indonesia/country%20profile_IDN.pdf 

Babies born to mothers 
under age 20 are almost 
2 times more likely to 
die during the first 28 
days than babies born to 
mothers aged 20-29*

It is estimated that there are

girls married under 18*

Improving quality and competitiveness of 
human resources with a target to reduce 
child marriage from 11.2% in 2018 to 
8.74% in 2024
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Achieving gender 
equality and 
empowering all 
women and girls

Legal Age of 

Marriage (without 

parental consent)

21

G LO BA L  I M PAC TL E G A L  F R A M E W O R K

*Among 20-24-year old females who were married before age 18
*Among 20-24-year old females who were married before age 18

*Absolute number is obtained from multiplying child marriage prevalence
 with 2015 SUPAS population projection.
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Households With Lower 
Quintile Of Expenditure

Girls* from households with the lowest levels of 
expenditure are almost three times more likely to be 
married before age 18 than girls from households 
with the highest levels of expenditure.

Rural 
Areas

Girls* in rural areas are two times more 
likely to marry before age 18 compared 
to girls in urban areas.

Low Household
Education

Women aged 20-24 years old who marry 
before age 18 are four times less likely to 
have finished senior high school compared 
to those who marry after age 18.

*Kidman, Rachel, ‘Child
marriage and intimate partner 
violence: a comparative study 
of 34 countries’, International 
Journal of Epidemiology, 
12 October 2016, pp. 1-14.

Married girls are 
more vulnerable to 
domestic violence*
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*Among 20-24-year old females who were married
 before age 18 in 2018, from multiplying child 
 marriage prevalence with 2015 SUPAS
 population projection.

Prevalence of women aged 
20-24 who were married 
before 15 (SUSENAS 2018)

in 2018, approximately 11% or

aged 20-24 were married before 18

in 2018, approximately 1% or

aged 20-24 were married before 18

1 in 9 women

1 in 100 men


