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Call for Expressions of Interest 
	Project Title
	Development of Master of Arts (MA) in Child Rights

	Project Location
	Georgia

	Sector and area of specialization
	Education, Higher Education, Child Rights

	Project background
	In 2019, the Government of Georgia adopted the Code on the Rights of the Child of Georgia, which holistically addresses the rights of all children, in compliance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (CRC). The Code emphasizes the need for specialization of professionals in child rights to support the delivery of child-friendly services. The Code introduced a more comprehensive system of specialization for all professionals working with children, including pre- and in-service trainings for acting and future professionals to raise awareness on child rights and strengthen their capacity to support and deliver services for children.

UNICEF has taken significant first steps to strengthen the child rights culture in the country, as well as to create and disseminate knowledge on child rights locally and nationally amongst the Government, professionals, parents, youth and children themselves.

UNICEF has a long history of working with academia in Georgia. Since 2020, UNICEF, in partnership with state and private universities, established 11 Child Rights Centers to create and disseminate knowledge on child rights amongst academia, students, professionals and various community members. In addition, child rights topics have been incorporated into some university educational programmes for the pre-service training of different professionals. 

UNICEF’s partnership with the above-mentioned universities has revealed a significant commitment and strong belief in the importance of child rights amongst the management and academic staff of the universities. However, there is a lack of child rights specialists who would support the realization of rights outlined in the CRC and the Code, as there are no focused university programmes in Georgia designed to prepare specialists in child rights and grant them the respective qualifications.

A dedicated inter-disciplinary master’s programme (MA programme) on child rights would provide in-depth knowledge and understanding of the specific legal, social, educational, psychological and policy issues concerning child rights. A curriculum tailored specifically to child rights, covering topics such as protection, welfare, juvenile justice, psychology, education, health, and participation, will equip students with comprehensive expertise and a deeper understanding of the interdisciplinary character, complexities and nuances in child rights.


	Expected results
	Result 1: MA in Child Rights developed and ready for programme accreditation. 

Result 2: List of respective educational resources/literature needed to support implementation of the MA in Child Rights programme.


	Additional information on project
	· Partner university/consortium of universities will work in close cooperation with UNICEF and contracted local and international experts during the development of MA programme. MA programme can be implemented as joint programme of 2 or more universities. 
· Partner university/consortium of universities will receive dedicated seed funds from UNICEF to cover the costs for programme development, while the fees for accreditation should be covered by partner university/consortium of universities.
· In case of consortium, a lead university would need to be identified amongst the participating universities. UNICEF would contract the lead university, and may consider a memorandum of understanding between participating agencies. 
· The final product will be a public good and accessible to other universities to be used for accreditation.

	Expression of Interest 
	UNICEF is seeking expressions of interest from state universities, either as an individual university or as a consortium of universities. In case of consortium, the lead university should be a state university and the members of consortium can be state and/or private universities.

Interested university/lead university should submit: (a) official letter, stating the interest to participate in the project signed by responsible person (in case of consortium, signed letters confirming participation in the project should be provided by all consortium members) and (b) expression of interest (please see annex 1* - expression of interest form). Interested state university/lead university should make only one submission.

	Request for clarification deadline
	10 June 2024
Any requests for additional technical information/clarification should be addressed in writing to njokhadze@unicef.org 

	Application deadline
	20 June 2024

	Notification of results
	25 June 2024

	Estimated start date
	1 July 2024

	Estimated end date
	31 December 2024

	Attachments
	Annex 1 Expression of Interest form


	Requirements for interested entities (mandatory 1.1-1.4 and additional 1.5)
	1.1. Mission and Strategy
	1.1.1. The MA Programme in Child Rights corresponds to the mission and strategy of the university/consortium member universities.

	
	
	1.1.2. The university/consortium member universities have a clear vision and strategy how to sustain implementation of the MA Programme in Child Rights.

	
	1.2. Experience in the teaching/research and/or Protection of Child Rights 

	1.2.1. The university/consortium member universities are experienced in implementing training courses related to child rights (in the following directions: law, education, social work, health care, etc.).

	
	
	1.2.2. The university/consortium member universities are experienced in implementing research projects related to child rights (in the following directions: law, education, social work, health care, etc.).

	
	
	1.2.3. The university/consortium member universities have other experience related to child rights (e.g., certification courses, trainings, public and social projects in law, education, social work, health care, etc.).

	
	1.3. Human Resources

	1.3.1. The academic staff of the university/consortium member universities has experience (teaching, research, professional activities, etc.) related to child rights in law, education, social work, health care, etc.

	
	
	1.3.2. The invited staff of the university/consortium member universities has experience (teaching, research, professional activities, etc.) related to child rights in law, education, social work, health care, etc.

	
	1.4. Material and Financial Resources

	1.4.1. University/consortium member universities have library resources relevant to an MA Programme in Child Rights and/or they are ready to purchase/develop the necessary teaching material with their own funds/co-financing.

	
	
	1.4.2. University/consortium member universities are ready to allocate the appropriate infrastructure for the proper implementation of the MA programme in Child Rights (premises for organizing workshops, trainings, meetings while preparing the programme for accreditation, premises for proper implementation of the programme after accreditation, etc.).

	
	
	1.4.3 University/consortium member universities are ready to allocate financial resources from their own budgets and/or ensure in-kind contribution for the preparation and implementation of the MA Programme in Child Rights.

	
	1.5. Joint programmes

	1.5.1 University/consortium member universities are experienced in implementing the joint educational programme(s) in cooperation with other Georgian higher education institutions (HEIs).

	
	
	1.5.2. Consortium Member HEIs are experienced in implementing joint educational programme(s) in cooperation with foreign HEIs.






Annex 1 
Expression of Interest Form
to be filled in by university/lead university 
	I Contact information

	1.Name of university/lead university
	

	2. Name(s) of consortium member universities
	

	3. Responsible person of university/lead university (name, last name, position)
	

	4. Contact information of university/lead university (email, phone)
	

	5. Legal status of university/lead university and consortium member universities 
	

	II Concept note

	7. Motivation to develop MA in Child Rights



	

	8. Background information
(experience of university/lead university and consortium members on child rights field, including existing programmes/courses/activities on child rights of each consortium member) 

	

	9. Vision of the MA in child rights programme


	

	10. Human resources for development and implementation of MA in child rights (short bio of lead academic/professional staff, up to 100 words each)

	

	11. Action Plan (how MA in child rights will be developed, accredited and delivered. In case of joint programme the preliminary division of tasks/courses among consortium members)

	

	12. Quality assurance (what mechanisms will be applied for quality assurance)

	



	13. Any other additional relevant information (optional)
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