IDG 2017 Concept Note

International Day of the Girl 2017
THEME - EmPOWER girls: Emergency response and resilience planning
BACKGROUND
1
Two billion people live in countries affected by conflict and violence, and 200 million people are affected
2
by natural disasters every year. In 2016, approximately 535 million children were living in countries
affected by conflict, natural disasters, epidemics and other emergencies worldwide, with nearly 50 million
3
children on the move, more than half of them forcibly displaced. The protracted nature of current crises
means that the millions of girls born into emergencies could spend their first years, if not decades, of life
4
in an emergency setting. Gender-responsive resilience strategies and humanitarian crisis responses are
immense opportunities to prevent, mitigate, and respond to the stark vulnerabilities girls face before,
during, and after times of fragility, conflicts, disasters, and displacement.
5

Every 10 minutes, somewhere in the world, an adolescent girl dies as a result of violence. Gender-based
violence often spikes in humanitarian emergencies and displacement settings, subjecting girls to sexual
and physical violence, child marriage, exploitation, and trafficking. Girls are also 2.5 times more likely to
be out of school than boys during conflict, compromising their future prospects for work and financial
independence as adults. Health services critical to girls’ wellbeing, including sexual and reproductive
health services and information, maternal care, and provisions for menstrual health and hygiene, are
often scarce or insufficient in crisis situations.
Furthermore, the dearth of data on girls in humanitarian settings constitutes a challenge to closely monitor
and respond to the issues most critical to them, understand what strategies work best to protect and care
for them, and engage and empower them.
THEME
The world’s 1.1 billion girls are a source of power, energy, and creativity – and the millions of girls in
emergencies are no exception. International Day of the Girl (IDG) on October 11, 2017 will spur global
attention and action to the challenges girls are addressing before, during, and after crises through its
theme, EmPOWER girls. EmPOWER girls will highlight the current actions of empowered girls in a
range of geographical settings that represent the vast diversity of emergency contexts. These
examples will include girls’ efforts to prevent violence against girls in emergencies and build
resilient communities.
It’s more than just a day. IDG marks the launch of a year-long effort to bring together multi-sectoral
partners and stakeholders to advocate for, and draw attention and investments to the most pressing
needs and opportunities of girls in emergencies, among them: giving girls voice- so that they are
informing all aspects of emergency response and services put in place; access to menstrual hygiene and
other commodities, and related gender-responsive health and nutrition information and services;
addressing gender-based violence and harmful practices through a range of prevention, protection and
response approaches; and access to girls’ education and skill-building.
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http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/overview
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAND_report.pdf
3
https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_96412.html
4
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/internally-displaced-people.html
5
https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/A_Statistical_Snapshot_of_Violence_Against_Adolescent_Girls.pdf
2
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To support the rights, empowerment and inclusive participation of all girls in emergency response and
resilience planning, decision-making, and implementation activities, throughout the life-course, we need
to amplify:
● Access to programs specifically tailored and inclusive to the needs of girls, particularly
incorporating the needs and contributions of girls from vulnerable groups, including those
with disabilities.
● Girls' participation in all processes affecting them, including in disaster management and
resilience efforts, peacebuilding, and recovery, so their perspectives and needs are well
understood and incorporated.
● GIrls’ engagement in initiatives focused on innovation and technology that results in creative,
effective solutions.
● High-quality, age disaggregated data on girls in emergencies – collected safely and ethically – to
identify programme gaps and opportunities, track results and progress, and remain accountable.
● Creation, dissemination, and uptake of girl-driven knowledge products and materials, that
systematically address the key role of girls in the different phases of emergency management,
including prevention and preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery.
CAMPAIGN
To turn this year’s IDG theme into a year-long effort, UNICEF and partners will bring together
programming, advocacy, communication, fundraising, and public engagement around girls in
emergencies. Illustrative events are listed below; however, additional details will be updated periodically
on the IDG webpage:
Event

Date

Subtheme

International Day of the Girl

October 11, 2017

At UNICEF NY headquarters,
morning event (~10-11a.m.) focused
on EmPOWER Girls: Ending
Violence Against Girls. Working
Group on Girls afternoon SpeakOut
event at UN Headquarters. Plan
International evening reception in
NY. Other events globally.

International Day for Ending
Violence Against Women &
Girls (EVAWG); 16 Days of
Activism against GenderBased Violence (GBV)

November 26, 2017

Expanding and reiterating the
messages of 11 October; mobilizing
U-Reporters for action and reporting;
partnership with the Global Working
Group to end SRGBV.

Human Rights Council’s
Annual Full-Day Discussion
on the Rights of the Child

March 2018 (TBC)

The role of girls as agents of change
in humanitarian situations and
disaster risk reduction initiatives;
potential linkages to a report being
drafted by OHCHR, and a report on
violence against girls in
emergencies by UNICEF.
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Menstrual Hygiene Day

May 28, 2018

Girls’ solutions for quality menstrual
health and hygiene in emergencies

Different mediums of communication will be used to strengthen and convey the key messages of
EmPOWER girls in emergencies throughout the year, including:
● Uplifting human interest YouTube video on violence against girls prevention efforts by girls in
partnership with a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, including content from the U-Report IDG16
poll on the topic (October 2017)
● Sharing testimonies of girls from programmes in humanitarian contexts via various media and
other communication outlets (e.g., blogs) at appropriate moments (ongoing)
● Engaging and expanding the IDG U-Reporter group by recruiting various partners’ youth groups,
engaging the cohort in a live chat on ending violence against girls on 11 October, and mobilizing
the group for action and reporting during the 16 Days of Activism Against GBV
● Potential report on violence against girls in emergencies (~March 2018)
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