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It is my honour to participate in the panel discussion of the UNICEF Executive Board. 

I would like to highlight today the contributions that UNICEF -- as a vital part of the 

broader UN development system engagement in Lao PDR -- will make through its 

new country programme to ensure that more Lao children have improved nutrition 

across their lifecycle.  

 

As you may be aware, food is not only at the core of Lao culture and family life. For 

infants and young children, adequate feeding practices and a diverse and nutritious 

diet are essential for their health, physical growth and cognitive development. 

However, less than half of all infants in Lao PDR reap the full benefits of exclusive 

breastfeeding in the first 6 months, and only one out of every four has a diet that 

meets the minimum quality criteria.  

 

Addressing nutrition is therefore one of the strategic priority areas of the new 

United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (2022-2026). 

For Lao PDR, such an integrated effort in building human capital1 is the corner stone 

in the broader foundation of its development pathway. As an LDC, now 

compounded by the reverberating effects of COVID-19, this is even more critical, 

and urgent, to ensure the country does not fall further behind. 

 
The Government of Lao PDR has taken major steps in this direction, for instance, 

by adopting the “Decree on Food Products and Feeding Equipment for Infants and 

Toddlers” to protect and promote breastfeeding in the country. This decree, which 

is in line with global standards, was reinforced by national implementation 

guidelines in December 2020, encompassing tools for monitoring and innovative 

real-time participatory data collection approaches.  

 

 
1 together with food security, education, health, WASH, shelter and protection  



Furthermore, to address the multi-dimensional drivers of all forms of malnutrition 

in Laos, a multi-sectoral system-strengthening approach has been implemented 

under the EU-Partnership for Improved Nutrition (PIN) project, which under 

UNICEF-led substantive engagement supported the establishment of a National 

Information Platform for Nutrition, as well as national and sub-national nutrition 

committees to enhance nutrition governance, coordination, and accountability.  

 

UNICEF and other UN agencies, including FAO, WFP, UNFPA, WHO and IFAD will 

continue to collaborate to improve nutrition outcomes for children, adolescents 

and women in Lao PDR through joint advocacy and implementation and sharing of 

knowledge and evidence.   

 
Together with the Government and other development partners, we are 

confident that the proposed systems-based approach across the lifecycle will 

support nutritious and safe diets, essential nutrition services and positive nutrition 

practices and improve the nutrition situation of Lao children, adolescents, women 

and families. 
 

 


