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I am delivering this statement on behalf of Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, Ireland, 
Israel, Japan, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, the 
Republic of Korea, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and my own country, Switzerland. 
 

[Results and targets] 
We commend the PFP Director and her team on the excellent results in 
the reporting year. Private sector revenues in 2020 have increased 
considerably compared to 2019, surpassing the 2020 revenue targets. 
 
Importantly, also regular resource income from private sector has 
increased, thanks to the efforts of National Committees and UNICEF 
Country Offices, thereby again surpassing regular resource contributions 
from public sector partners.  
 
Digital fundraising becoming the biggest single source of private sector 
revenue speaks to the adaptation and innovation capacities of National 
Committees, UNICEF Country Offices and the PFP division.  
 
However, predictability of private sector revenues remains a challenge, 
and we would be interested to learn more about PFP’s income targets for 
the forthcoming Strategic Plan period, given that the Private Sector 
Impact Plan will come to an end in 2021 and will not be renewed.  
 
[Partnerships] 
Regarding partnerships, we welcome the increase in high-value 
partnerships both with national and international partners and would be 
keen to hear more on how these partnerships deliver concrete results for 
children in the frame of UNICEF’s next Strategic Plan, including how 
UNICEF assures itself that private sector partners mitigate risks to 
children posed by their business activities. 
 
Importantly, given UNICEF’s leading role in engaging with businesses, 
we encourage the PFP division to reflect on and share challenges and 



 
 

lessons learnt from non-financial engagements with private sector 
partners with other entities of the UNDS.  
 
For the next Strategic Plan period, we would be interested to learn more 
about the role of partnerships with other UN Agencies, but also the IFIs, 
with regards to private sector mobilization and contribution to the 
implementation of the Agenda 2030. 
 
[Regular resources] 
Unfortunately, the increased number of partnerships has not translated 
into more regular resources from businesses. How does UNICEF tackle 
this persistent challenge of business’ preference for earmarked 
contributions instead of core funding?  
UNICEF mentions four strategic priorities for the coming year: 1) digital 
fundraising, 2) accelerating financing for children, including innovative 
finance, 3) support to key markets in transition to high income status, 4) 
highest value philanthropic donors. How will these key priorities 
contribute to an increase of regular resources, notably from institutional 
donors? 
 
[Impact of Investment Funds] 
We have taken note of the information on the impact of investment funds 
and commend UNICEF on the generally high levels of return of 
investments emphasizing the strategic nature of these investments.  
We are interested to learn more about PFP’s future investment strategy 
to enable innovation in fundraising as well as growth of regular resource 
revenue, particularly from institutional donors. We would also expect the 
strategy to contribute to sustainable investments in line with Agenda 
2030 and the Paris Agreement objectives and look forward to an update 
on PFPs investment strategy at the 2022 first regular session.  
 
[Innovative financing] 
Lastly, we understand that UNICEF, in order to expand its options for 
financing through debt instruments, seeks approval from the GA to 
amend its financial rules and regulations accordingly.  
In light of the early stages of implementation of the WB instrument we 
would be interested to hear more about UNICEF’s rationale to do so as 
well as envisioned process, timeline and involvement of the Executive 
Board. In this regard, we would like to recall Board decision 2021/5 and 
re-emphasize that we consider this instrument a pilot project and that the 
decision to repeat this instrument should be based on the evaluation 
findings.  
 



 
 

Let me close by thanking the PFP Director and her team, the National 
Committees and UNICEF country offices for their outstanding work in 
these challenging times. 


