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Dear colleagues, members of the Executive Board, Mr. President and Madame Executive 

Director,  

 

To begin with, we would like to align ourselves with the joint statement delivered by New 

Zealand. 

 

We thank you, Madame Executive Director, for your enormous efforts in the past 3,5 years to 

realizing children’s rights everywhere. We congratulate you for the important achievements 

under your leadership, and especially for the finalization of the ambitious and comprehensive 

new Strategic Plan.  

 

Please allow me some further remarks 

 

- Under your leadership, UNICEF has become more agile in its response to complex 

crises and changing circumstances. Significant progress was also achieved in 

better linking UNICEF´s humanitarian and development programming by making 

effective use of UNICEFs dual mandate. UNICEF has further advanced in 

strengthening resilience of crisis-affected children and families in a sustainable 

manner.  

 

- Under your leadership, UNICEF took up a leading role in implementing the UNDS 

reform. We would like to highlight the progress with regard to UNICEFs 

engagement in UN-collaboration, particularly the increase in joint programmes with 

other UN-agencies.  

 

- We would also like to thank you for your proactive engagement against sexual 

exploitation and abuse, sexual harassment, discrimination and racism. 

Furthermore, we highly value, that improving UNICEFs workplace culture was 

always high on your agenda.  

 

Madame Executive Director, Mr. President, 

 

Germany's partnership with UNICEF is now stronger than ever before. The financial 

volume of the programmatic work has significantly grown, and the thematic exchange has 

expanded during the last years.  

 

To conclude, Madame Executive Director, let me reiterate our appreciation for the 

partnership with UNICEF and with you in the past years. We will continue to work closely 

with UNICEF and with your successor.  

 

We wish you and your whole family all the best for the future. 

 

Thank you. 
 


