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 Summary 

 In accordance with Executive Board decision 2009/11, this note informs the 

Executive Board of the first two-month extension of the multi-country programme  for 

the Eastern Caribbean; the first two-month extensions of the country programmes for 

Belize, Guyana and Suriname, Honduras, Jamaica, Morocco, Peru, Thailand and Viet 

Nam; and the first one-year extensions of the country programmes for Brazil, the 

Central African Republic, Chad, the Gambia, Montenegro, Niger, Sao Tome and 

Principe, South Sudan and the Sudan, all of which were approved by the Executive 

Director.  

 This note further informs the Executive Board of the reasons for the proposed 

two-month extensions of the country programmes for Algeria, El Salvador, Guinea-

Bissau and Mozambique, following previous one-year extensions; the proposed two-

month extension of the country programme for Malaysia, following a two-month, a 

four-month and a six-month extension; the proposed three-month extension of the 

country programme for Afghanistan, following a two-year extension; the proposed 

three-month extension of the country programme for Maldives, following a one-year 

extension; the proposed one-year extensions of the country programmes for Lebanon, 

Libya and Zambia, following previous one-year extensions; the proposed one-year 

extension of the country programme for the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, 

following two consecutive one-year extensions; the proposed 14-month extension of 

the country programme for Haiti; and the proposed two-year extension of the country 

programme for Djibouti. The Executive Board is requested to approve these 

extensions. 

 

* E/ICEF/2021/23. 

Note: The present document was processed in its entirety by UNICEF.  

https://undocs.org/E/ICEF/2021/23
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Draft decision 

The Executive Board 

1. Takes note of the first two-month extension of the multi-country programme 

for the Eastern Caribbean; the first two-month extensions of the country programmes 

for Belize, Guyana and Suriname, Honduras, Jamaica, Morocco, Peru, Thailand and 

Viet Nam; and the first one-year extensions of the country programmes for Brazil , the 

Central African Republic, Chad, the Gambia, Montenegro, Niger, Sao Tome and 

Principe, South Sudan and the Sudan, all of which were approved by the Executive 

Director and are presented in table 1;  

2. Approves the two-month extensions of the country programmes for Algeria, 

El Salvador, Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique, following previous one-year 

extensions; the two-month extension of the country programme for Malaysia, 

following a two-month, a four-month and a six-month extension; the three-month 

extension of the country programme for Afghanistan, following a two-year extension; 

the three-month extension of the country programme for Maldives, following a one -

year extension; the one-year extensions of the country programmes for Lebanon, Libya 

and Zambia, following previous one-year extensions; the one-year extension of the 

country programme for the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, following two 

consecutive one-year extensions; the 14-month extension of the country programme 

for Haiti; and the two-year extension of the country programme for Djibouti, as 

presented in table 2. 
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Table 1 

First extensions of one year (or less) of ongoing country programmes approved by the Executive Director  

UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original 

programme 

period, 

including 

previous 

extensions 

Year/period 

approved for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

Belize 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This extension is requested for better alignment with the United Nations 

Multi-Country Sustainable Development Framework in the Caribbean 

(UNMSDF) 2.0 road map. The UNMSDF for the period 2022–2026 is 

planned to be available for signature by September 2021.  

Brazil 2017–2021 January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– This extension is requested to allow for better alignment with the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) 

road map. 

– The United Nations Resident Coordinator requested an extension of the 

UNSDCF due to (i) the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

pandemic leading to a lack of effective conditions for joint planning; 

and to (ii) a delayed resident coordinator transition, with the newly 

appointed resident coordinator due to arrive in May 2021.  

Central African Republic 2018–2021 January to 

December 

2022  

(one-year 

extension) 

– This extension will allow the UNICEF country office to continue its 

cooperation with the Government based on the current country 

programme document, 2018–2021, in alignment with the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF+), which has similarly 

been extended for one year until 31 December 2022. 

– The Government, through the Minister of Economy, Planning and 

International Cooperation, endorsed this request, confirming that the new 

timeline would allow elections to take place first, thereby allowing the 

new Government to fully engage in the next UNSDCF planning process 

in line with the National Recovery and Peacebuilding Plan, and to focus 

its immediate efforts on the protection of the population from the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
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UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original 

programme 

period, 

including 

previous 

extensions 

Year/period 

approved for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

Chad 2017–2021 January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– The United Nations Resident Coordinator obtained government 

approval for a one-year extension of the current UNDAF, 2017–2021 to 

which the UNICEF CPD is aligned, on 16 September 2020. The one-

year extension of the UNDAF was justified by the need to focus efforts 

on addressing the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and in particular 

the recovery and transition period. 

– The extension of one year will help to ensure that the UNSDCF, 2023–

2027 is fully articulated around the national development priorities of 

the new national development plan.  

Eastern Caribbean 

multi-country programme 

2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– The extension is requested to ensure better alignment with the 

UNMSDF 2.0 road map. The final version of the UNSMDF, 2022–2026 

should be ready for signature by September 2021.  

Gambia 2017–2021 January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– The United Nations Resident Coordinator and the United Nations 

country team have agreed on the necessity of extending the CPD by one 

year, until 31 December 2022, considering the delayed UNSDCF 

development process, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 

electoral process. 

– The extension will ensure that the new UNSDCF and CPD outcomes 

and strategies are in line with the new National Development Plan, 

while simultaneously acknowledging the Government’s focus on the 

response to COVID-19 during 2021. 

Guyana and Suriname 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This extension is requested to ensure better alignment with the 

UNMSDF 2.0 road map. The final version of the UNMSDF for the 

period 2022–2026 should be ready for signature by September 2021.  
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UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original 

programme 

period, 

including 

previous 

extensions 

Year/period 

approved for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

Honduras 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This extension is requested to ensure better alignment with the 

UNSDCF road map. The UNSDCF process was delayed due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and the emergency response to the impacts of two 

tropical storms during November 2020.  

Jamaica 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This extension is requested to ensure better alignment with the 

UNMSDF 2.0 road map. The UNMSDF for the period 2022–2026 

should be ready for signature by September 2021.  

Montenegro 2017–2021 January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– This extension is requested to ensure better alignment between the 

UNICEF CPD and the UNSDCF. 

– The initial Roadmap for Montenegro UNSDCF development for the 

period 2022–2026 was agreed with the Government of Montenegro and 

approved at the Joint Country Steering Committee meeting in July 2020. 

Following the general elections on 30 August 2020, the Prime Minister 

requested postponement of the process of joint consultations around 

UNSDCF priorities to March 2021 due to the transition and staffing 

process for the new Government. 

Morocco 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This extension is requested to ensure that the UNICEF country 

programme is aligned with, and derived from, the UNSDCF for 

Morocco. While UNSDCF development is under way, some delays have 

been encountered, including late set up of the United Nations resident 

coordinator office, as well as operational challenges due to COVID-19. 

Niger 03/2019–

2021 

January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– A one-year extension of the Niger CPD 2019–2021 is required to 

continue alignment with the national development plan. The United 

Nations Resident Coordinator requested and secured authorization for a 

one-year extension of the UNDAF, 2019–2021 from the Vice-Chair of 

the Africa Regional Collaborative Platform. The Government, through 
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UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original 

programme 

period, 

including 

previous 

extensions 

Year/period 

approved for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

the Chair of the Steering Committee of the Niger-UNICEF country 

programme, endorsed the request for a one-year extension of the 

UNICEF CPD. 

Peru 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– A two-month extension is required for better alignment with the 

UNSDCF road map. The delay in UNSDCF development is attributed to 

the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in Peru, which led the United 

Nations agencies to prioritize the emergency response.  

Sao Tome and Principe 2017–2021 January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– Considering the delayed UNSDCF development process, due in part to 

the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and the prolonged vacancy of the 

resident coordinator, UNICEF, UNDP and UNFPA, in consultation with 

the Resident Coordinator a.i. and the United Nations country team, 

agreed to the necessity of extending their CPDs until the end of 2022.  

– The one-year extension of the CPD will not require any major change in 

its scope, strategies, budget or staffing structure.  

South Sudan 2019–2021 January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– To ensure alignment of the planned UNSDCF with government 

priorities, a one-year extension of the UNSDCF until 31 December 2022 

was approved, as the Government is in the process of reviewing and 

extending the National Development Strategy 2018–2021 until 2023 to 

align with the revised peace agreement for South Sudan  

– This one-year extension will allow the upcoming UNSDCF to align with 

the transitional implementation plan of the peace agreement, as well as 

factor in the COVID-19 socio-economic response and resilience plan, 

which will be finalized in 2021.  
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UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original 

programme 

period, 

including 

previous 

extensions 

Year/period 

approved for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

Sudan 2018–2021 January to 

December 

2022 

(one-year 

extension) 

– Agreement was reached with the Government of the Sudan to extend the 

current UNDAF to one year to better align with the transitional 

government’s plan and with the plan of United Nations Integrated 

Transition Assistance Mission in Sudan, which was established in 2020.  

– This extension will facilitate preparation of the new UNSDCF during 

the year of the extension. 

Thailand 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This two-month extension will enable UNICEF Thailand to ensure that 

the future CPD fully aligns with, and is derived from, the final 

UNSDCF, which is planned to be finalized by December 2021.  

– The disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic also delayed the 

preparatory process of the UNSDCF and the UNICEF CPD due to the 

ongoing programmatic shift and focus to respond to the crisis. 

Viet Nam 2017–2021 January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This extension will enable alignment between the UNSDCF and the 

CPD, and allow sufficient time for approval of the new CPD.  

– The request aligns with United Nations country team commitment to 

ensure the sequencing between the completion and approval by the 

Government of the UNSDCF and agency-specific CPDs for 2022–2026. 

– The UNSDCF is currently in the process of being drafted, and the plan 

anticipates approval by the Government by the end of July. 
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 Table 2 

Extensions of ongoing country programmes for which the approval of the Executive Board is requested  

UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original programme 

period, including 

previous extensions 

Year/period 

proposed for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

Afghanistan 2015–2021 

(including a two-

year extension) 

January to 

March 2022 

(three-month 

extension) 

– UNICEF is requesting a three-month extension, until the end of 

March 2022, to ensure the CPD is aligned to and derived from the 

UNSDCF, given the availability of the draft UNSDCF and the lead 

times required to prepare the CPD package for the Executive Board.  

Algeria 2016–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– The UNICEF CPD was extended up to the end of 2020 in full 

alignment with the revised 2016–2021 national strategy signed by the 

Government of Algeria, the United Nations Resident Coordinator and 

United Nations agency representatives in Algeria on 1 December 

2019. 

– The two-month extension is requested to allow for adequate 

consultation with government authorities and other stakeholders in 

the development of the UNSDCF. 

Djibouti 2018–2022 2023–2024 

(two-year 

extension) 

– This extension will allow UNICEF to align itself with the 

government’s new planning cycle (2020–2024), to facilitate a light 

exercise of alignment with the UNSDCF, and to ensure that the 

COVID-19 impact and response priorities are fully incorporated in 

the UNSDCF. 

– Approval for the extension from the Government of Djibouti, with 

the endorsement of the regional Development Coordination Office, 

was received by the Resident Coordinator.  

El Salvador 2016–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– The extension is requested for better alignment with the UNSDCF 

road map. The UNSDCF for 2022 to 2026 is under development with 

the participation of the Government. Agreement on the UNSDCF was 

anticipated in May 2021. 
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UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original programme 

period, including 

previous extensions 

Year/period 

proposed for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

Guinea-Bissau 2016–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– According to the road map endorsed by the UNCT, the UNSDCF 

development process would have been completed by the end of May 

2021. Although development of the UNSDCF has reached an 

advanced stage, important dimensions of the UNSDCF are yet to be 

refined. 

– A two-month extension of the CPD will enable the country office to 

better align the UNICEF CPD with the UNSDCF. UNDP and UNFPA 

have confirmed their intent to present their draft CPDs at the first 

regular session of their Executive Board in 2022.  

Haiti 2017–2021 January 2022 

to February 

2023  

(14-month 

extension) 

– According to the exchanges between the Government of Haiti and 

the UNCT, the current political uncertainty and civil unrest will 

influence the engagement by the Government of Haiti in policy 

dialogue/technical consultations required for the development of a 

new country programme, 2022–2026.  

– Following a meeting (in February 2021) facilitated by the United 

Nations Resident Coordinator, the Deputy Special Representative of 

the Secretary-General, the agencies in-country (UNICEF, UNDP, 

UNFPA, WFP and UN-Women) decided to request a one-year 

extension of the current programme cycle, up to January/February 

2023. 

Lebanon 2017–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

December 

2022 (one-

year 

extension) 

– Following recent events in Lebanon, the UNCT, in consultation with 

the Government, has agreed to extend the United Nations Strategic 

Framework (UNSF) through the end of 2022, thus allowing a better 

response to the volatile and changing environment caused by the 

multiple crises in Lebanon. 

– An official letter was received from the Prime Minister’s Office 

approving the extension of the UNSF. To align the current country 

programme with the UNSF, a one-year extension of the country 

programme is being requested. 
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UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original programme 

period, including 

previous extensions 

Year/period 

proposed for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

Libya 2019–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

December 

2022 (one-

year 

extension) 

– In consultation with the Government of Libya, the UNCT has agreed 

to extend the United Nations Strategic Framework through the end of 

2022 to allow for adequate consultation with government authorities 

and other stakeholders in the development of the subsequent United 

Nations Strategic Framework. 

– UNDP and UNFPA are also requesting an extension of their CPD 

through 2022 to ensure sufficient time for government engagement, 

taking into consideration a national reform process that could result 

in significant shifts in priorities, and to ensure alignment of their 

subsequent CPDs with the UNSDCF, in line with United Nations 

reforms. 

Malaysia 2016–2021 

(including a two-

month, a four-

month and a six-

month extension) 

January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– The current CPD was extended until December 2021 to align with 

United Nations reform and the UNCT commitment to ensure 

sequencing between the completion and approval by the Government 

of the UNSDCF and agency-specific CPDs for 2021–2025 that 

contribute to its results. 

– In light of the current COVID-19 situation in Malaysia, the 

Economic Planning Unit notified the Resident Coordinator that the 

UNSDCF 2022–2025 was still undergoing rounds of consultations 

with government ministries, and of the likelihood of further  

deferment. 

– UNDP, UNFPA and UNICEF have agreed to submit their CPDs to 

their respective Executive Boards in January/February 2022.  

Maldives 2016–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

March 2022 

(three-month 

extension) 

– The COVID-19 pandemic and its unfolding devastating socio-

economic impact has disrupted the original UNSDCF development 

plan. An initial 12-month extension, from January to December 2021, 

to align with the UNSDCF was approved, and there were further 

delays due to the pandemic. 
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UNICEF-supported country 

programme 

Original programme 

period, including 

previous extensions 

Year/period 

proposed for 

extension Reasons for the extension 

– A three-month extension of the CPD will allow UNICEF to align the 

new CPD development at its inception with the UNSDCF, 2022–

2026. 

Mozambique 2017–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

February 2022 

(two-month 

extension) 

– This extension will allow for better alignment between the UNICEF 

CPD and the UNSDCF. It is anticipated that development of the 

Cooperation Framework will be finalized by August 2021. 

– The current context spurred the country office to adapt and adjust its 

programming to respond to new needs, while ensuring achievement 

of results for children within the country programme, aligned to the 

government’s priorities. Therefore, a two-month extension of the 

CPD is being requested to ensure that it is fully aligned with the new 

Cooperation Framework. 

Venezuela (Bolivarian 

Republic of) 

2015–2021 

(including two 

previous one-year 

extensions) 

January to 

December 

2022 (one-

year 

extension) 

– This extension is being requested for better alignment with the 

UNSDCF road map. 

– The current humanitarian situation in the Bolivarian Republic of 

Venezuela demands the full attention of the United Nations teams to 

the emergency response. The UNCT agreed to design the new 

UNSDCF based on a triple nexus that links the humanitarian 

response, development and a conflict-prevention agenda.  

Zambia 2016–2021 

(including a one-

year extension) 

January to 

December 

2022 (one-

year 

extension) 

– This is the second one-year extension requested, as the UNCT has 

requested the Government of Zambia for an extension of the current 

partnership framework (2016–2021) to align the development of the 

new UNSDF with the Eighth National Development Plan of Zambia.  

 


