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Abbreviations 

2

nOPV novel oral polio vaccine

nOPV2 novel oral polio vaccine type 2 for vaccination against 

circulating vaccine derived polio virus type 2

OPV oral polio vaccine

SAGE Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization

SIA supplementary immunization activities

tOPV trivalent oral polio vaccine (used against polio virus 

type 1, 2 and 3)

WPV wild polio virus

WPV1 wild polio virus type 1

WPV2 wild polio virus type 2

WPV3 wild polio virus type 3

AFP acute flaccid paralysis (cases of paralysis detected in 

children caused by the polio virus) 

bOPV bivalent oral polio vaccine (used against polio virus type 1 

and type 3)

CDC Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (United 

States)

cVDPV circulating vaccine-derived polio virus 

cVDPV1 circulating vaccine-derived polio virus type 1

cVDPV2 circulating vaccine-derived polio virus type 2

cVDPV3 circulating vaccine-derived polio virus type 3

GPEI Global Polio Eradication Initiative

IMB Independent Monitoring Board

IPV inactivated polio vaccine

mOPV2 monovalent oral polio vaccine (used against polio virus 

type 2)



Key polio 

milestones 

Polio cases reduced by 
99.9 per cent between 
1988 and 2021.

Two out of three* types 
of wild polio virus have 
been eradicated.

Africa region certified 
wild polio free in August 
2020.

* There are three types of wild polio virus: wild polio virus type 1 (WPV1); wild polio 
virus type 2 (WPV2) and wild polio virus type 3 (WPV3). WPV2 was eradicated in 
2015 and WPV3 in 2019. Click here for more information.

https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/two-out-of-three-wild-poliovirus-strains-eradicated


Children paralysed by polio: 2018ï2021 (as at 5 May 2021)

WHO data as at 5 May 2021
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Number of confirmed WPV cases  in 2020 & 2021 in 

the same time period  (1 Jan ï5 May)

2020 2021

Afghanistan 5 1

Pakistan 41 1

Total 46 2
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Number of confirmed cVDPV cases in 2020 & 

2021 (1 Jan ï5 May)

2020 2021

cVDPV type1 1 2

cVDPV type 2 100 73

Total 101 75Endemic country (WPV1)
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This map does not  reflect a position by UNICEF on the 

legal status of any country or territory, or the delimitation 

of any frontiers.


