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Statement by Ambassador Dai Bing,
Deputy Permanent Representative of China to the UN

At the First Regular Session of UNICEF Executive Board
(February 9, 2021)

Madam President,

First of all, I would like to congratulate you on your election as
President of UNICEF Executive Board 2021. I’d also like to
congratulate other Bureau members. China will actively support your
work.

China wishes to thank Executive Director Fore for her presentation.
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, UNICEF has rapidly mobilized its
global, regional and country teams, rolled out COVID-19 Global
Response Plan, made every effort to provide health, nutrition, education,
and protection to children, ensured continued access to WASH and
essential medical supplies, and played a key role in the procurement,
delivery and distribution of COVID vaccines. China highly appreciates
all these critical work UNICEF has done.

Currently, COVID-19 continues to spread. The world development faces
more challenges. It is all the more important for us to uphold
multilateralism, strengthen unity and cooperation, collectively support
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UNICEF in fulfilling its noble mission of serving children, and support
programme countries in achieving child-related SDGs.

In combating the pandemic, we hope UNICEF will further strengthen its
cooperation and coordination with other UN agencies to provide urgent
support to countries and regions with limited capacities, so as to help
alleviate negative impact of the pandemic on children, women and other
vulnerable groups and promote sustainable and inclusive economic
recovery and growth.

Vaccine is vital to combating COVID-19 and winning the final victory
against the pandemic. Vaccine cooperation is now a focus of the
international community. China has joined COVAX and will provide 10
million doses of vaccines to COVAX to meet the urgent need of
developing countries. China will work with the international community
to make vaccines a global public good and contribute to achieving the
accessibility and affordability of vaccines for developing countries.

On the development of the new Strategic Plan, we hope UNICEF will
aligns the strategic plan with its mandate and QCPR resolution, actively
engage with member states, in particular programme countries, uphold
the principle of national ownership and leadership, respect their national
conditions, development phases and priority areas, and scale up support
to address the emerging needs of programme countries, such as
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narrowing digital gaps, reducing multidimensional poverty of children,
tackling climate change, and promoting children's mental health.

The private sector is a major contributor of core resources to UNICEF.
China appreciates UNICEF's efforts to overcome challenges in
fundraising and ensure the stability and predictability of resources. It is
hoped that UNICEF will actively implement the private fundraising and
partnerships work plan and strive to achieve its funding targets.

Madam President,

China attaches great importance to its cooperation with UNICEF. We
stand ready to jointly implement the new CPD to meet new challenges in
the field of children. China supports UNICEF’s COVID-19 Global
Response Plan and stands ready to strengthen South-South and
Triangular cooperation with UNICEF to support the development of
children in other developing countries.

Thank you, Madam President.


